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Dylan Nelson and his daughter Ellie took
sh and Game’s Kid’s Fishing Derby on Sunday

morning, May 3. The pond was loaded with trout and children were reel-
ing them in despite the brisk temps. See more page 8.Photo by Chris Paul

Leach Library Repair Costs
Climb Toward $1.5 Million

ALEX MALM
LONDONDERRY TIMES

v

he price tag to
repair and reopen
the Leach Library

continues to rise, and
town officials now say
the total cost of address-
ing the building’s struc-
tural, mechanical, and

environmental problems
could approach $1.5 mil-
lion. During the most
recent Town Council
meeting, members re-
ceived an update outlin-
ing the scope of work
still required and the
growing financial burden
that comes with it.

The library has been
closed since late Janu-
ary, when staff discov-
ered a burst radiator
pipe that flooded por-
tions of the building.
What initially appeared
to be a single emergency
quickly revealed deeper,

continued on page 2
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he Londonderry
I Town Council held
its final meeting
before the upcoming
public hearing regarding
proposed amendments
to the Londonderry
Planned Unit Develop-
ment (PUD) ordinance.
A PUD is a regulatory
framework governing
large mixed-use proj-
ects. One example is
Woodmont Commons.
During the previous
meeting, much of the
discussion focused on
ongoing concerns about
how PUDs are imple-
mented, the balance

A FREE Weekly Publication

Public Hearing for Update to
PUD Ordinance Set for May 18

between residential and
commercial  develop-
ment, and the long-term
impact on infrastructure
and municipal services.
It was explained that
the PUD ordinance was
originally created to
encourage coordinated,
mixed-use development
that combines housing,
commercial activity,
civic space, and open
space within a single
master-planned area.
Councilor Deb Paul
said during the previous
meeting that the current
ordinance needs clearer,
enforceable standards to
“restore the original
intent” of the PUD frame-

work.

She suggested estab-
lishing a fixed minimum
percentage of commer-
cial or civic space in any
new PUD proposal and
tying residential density
directly to infrastructure
capacity.

“It prevents over-
loading of schools and
public safety services
and eliminates loop-
holes that previously
allowed density increas-
es without correspon-
ding commercial devel-
opment or mitigation,”
Paul said during the pre-
vious meeting.

Paul also suggested

continued on page 4

Preparations Move Forward
For Full-Day Kindergarten

ALEX MALM
LONDONDERRY TIMES

v

fter years of dis-
Acussion, debate,
and multiple pro-

posals, Londonderry
voters overwhelmingly
approved the move to
full day kindergarten in
March, setting in motion
one of the most signifi-
cant instructional shifts
the district has under-
taken in decades.
Beginning this fall,
kindergarten will no
longer operate as a half
day program centralized
at Moose Hill School.
Instead, full day kinder-
garten classrooms will
be housed at Matthew
Thornton, North School,
and South School, inte-
grating the district's

youngest learners dir-
ectly into their neigh-
borhood elementary
schools.

The approval came
just one year after vot-
ers rejected a bond that
would have created a
full day program at
Moose Hill. With that
plan off the table, dis-
trict leaders pivoted to a
decentralized model -
one they say will better
distribute enrollment,
reduce transportation
challenges, and allow
families to build earlier
connections with their
home schools.

At the most recent
School Board meeting,
Superintendent Dan
Black provided a de-
tailed update on how

preparations are pro-
gressing and what fami-
lies can expect in the
months ahead.

Black began by high-
lighting the district's
recent open houses for
incoming kindergarten
and first grade families.

“Matthew Thornton,
South School, and North
School had a very suc-
cessful Open House for
incoming Kindergarten

continued on page 6
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Concerns Over Citizen Petition

ALEX MALM
LONDONDERRY TIMES
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itizen petition war-
rant articles ap-
proved by voters

in March resurfaced as a
point of tension during a
recent Town Council
meeting, continuing a
debate over how the
members should respond
to voter initiated meas-
ures.

The issue first emer-
ged at a previous meet-
ing, when a consent
agenda item included
proposed letters add-
ressed to Londonderry’s
state legislative delega-
tion and the Governor.
The letters were drafted
in response to two citi-
zen petition warrant arti-
cles that passed with
strong majorities on
Election Day. Although
the articles were non-

binding, both directed
the Town Council to for-
mally communicate the
results to state officials
within 30 days.

The first warrant arti-
cle focused on state
funding and its impact
on local property taxes.
It asked whether resi-
dents wanted the New
Hampshire Legislature
to “protect local taxpay-
ers by ensuring ade-
quate state revenues for
essential services” and
avoid policies that shift
costs onto municipali-
ties. The article cited
reductions in state rev-
enue sharing and the
resulting strain on local
budgets, noting that
such cost shifting “bur-
dens working families,
strains local budgets,
limits flexibility, and
undermines long-term

community prosperity.”
It concluded by direct-
ing the Town Council to
send the results to the
Governor and all mem-
bers of the General
Court representing Lon-
donderry.

The second article
addressed support for
an Emergency Risk Pro-
tection Order (ERPO),
commonly known as a
Red Flag Law. The peti-
tion stated that New
Hampshire communi-
ties “value public safety
and the responsible use
of firearms” and asked
whether voters wanted
legislators to advocate
for an ERPO law similar
to those enacted in
more than twenty states,
including all other New
England states. The arti-
cle emphasized the
laws’ role in reducing

Warrant Articles Raised Again

firearm related suicides,
noting that New Hamp-
shire loses someone to
suicide with a firearm
every three days and
that veterans are partic-
ularly affected. Like the
first article, it required
the Town Council to
send the results to state
officials.

Both articles passed
with approximately 72
percent support, a mar-
gin that petitioners de-
scribed as a clear man-
date.

Despite the directive
in both articles, only
one Councilor Ted Com-
bes ultimately signed
the letters. Questions
had been raised at an
earlier meeting about
whether each Councilor
was required to sign,
and the matter was left
unresolved.

Paul Skudlarek, who
submitted both warrant
articles, returned to the
Council during the latest
meeting to ask why the
remaining Councilors
declined to sign.

“l was not given any
kind of reason for why
that was happening,”
Skudlarek said, noting
that he had emailed the
Council seeking clarifi-
cation but received no
explanation.

He emphasized that
the articles were not
close votes but over-
whelming victories.

“Both warrant arti-
cles passed overwhelm-
ingly with about 72%
support,” he said. “I can
only assume that was
political in nature,” argu-
ing that signing the let-
ters was an administra-
tive duty meant to

reflect the will of the vot-
ers, not an endorsement
of the policy positions.

“Really disappoint-
ing. I'm not going to let it
go because it ought to
be redone,” Skudlarek
continued, expressing
hope that the Council
might issue the same let-
ters again this time with
more signatures.

As of the meeting, it
remained unclear wheth-
er the Town Council
planned to revisit the
issue or draft new let-
ters. No Councilor offer-
ed additional explana-
tion during the discus-
sion, and no motion was
made to reconsider the
matter.

For now, the question
of how the Town Council
will respond to the voter
approved petition arti-
cles remains unresolved.

®

Library

Continued from page 1
longstanding issues.

Interim Library Dir-
ector Donna Plante told
the Council Monday
night that the library
now needs an additional
$94,518 to complete the
mold remediation phase.
But that figure repre-
sents only a small por-
tion of the total work
required.

“In addition to that,
the exterior envelope

consultants found two
leaks in the roof when
they did testing that do
need to be repaired,”
Plante said. Roof repairs
are considered urgent
and must be completed
before interior restora-
tion can continue.
Plante emphasized
that these items are the
most immediate needs
to get the building back
on track, but the overall
project has expanded
significantly as more
problems have been

Suite 14

YL et O

ORTHODONTICS
25 Indian Rock Rd.

Windham, NH

invisalign’

Danielle C. Ross, DMD

603.216.1188
www. WindhamOrthodontics.com

uncovered.
Plante also informed
the Council that the

reopening timeline has
shifted again. “We had a
little bit of a delay with
the contract,” she said,
noting that legal review
slowed the process.
With the contract now
signed, work can pro-
ceed — but the building
is still expected to
remain closed through
the summer.

Despite the closure,
the Library plans to run

its full Summer Reading
Program offsite.

Town Council Chair
Ron Dunn acknowledged
that the Town received a
betterthanexpected
insurance settlement,
but questioned whether
the project is nearing its
full financial scope.

“Where are we at
with the overall num-
ber?” Dunn asked, not-
ing that the Town has
already faced multiple
rounds of unexpected
expenses.

Town Manager Shaun
Mulholland provided the
clearest picture yet of
the financial reality.

He said the Town has
authorized $272,000 in
spending so far and
received $323,000 in
insurance reimburse-
ments. But those num-
bers pale in comparison
to what remains.

“You're looking at
around a million dollars
worth of HVAC replace-
ment,” Mulholland said,
reminding the Council
that he had warned

early on that the
mechanical systems
were aging and costly to
replace.

In addition to the
HVAC overhaul, Mulhol-
land said the Town is
facing approximately
$500,000 in buildingen-
velope repairs — includ-
ing roof leaks, moisture
intrusion, and structural
deficiencies that have
contributed to the mold
issues.

“It's an expensive
proposition to deal with
these issues,” Mulhol-
land said. “This building
has multiple systems at
the end of their life
cycle, and we’re seeing
the consequences.”

A g

The current Leach
Library Trustees Chair
Nancy Hendricks said
the Board is fully aware
of the magnitude of the
project.

“None of us ever
thought we would be
here,” Hendricks said.
“We know this building
has been a challenge for
quite some time. It's
shocking that this is
where we are.”

She thanked the
Council for its continued
support as the Town

works  through the
extensive repairs.
Members of the

Council moved forward
with the request despite
the rising costs, the
members voted to
approve the latest fund-
ing request, allowing
remediation and repair
work to continue.
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Tricky Housing Design Likely to Change Followmg Conservation Feedback

PauL CONYERS
LONDONDERRY TIMES

v

he Conservation
Commission met
on April 28 to

review an early concep-
tual design for a pro-
posed subdivision on
Wiley Hill Road, hearing
a presentation from Pro-
ject Engineer Joe Piccir-
illi of Granite Engineer-
ing. While the plan is still
in its preliminary stages,
Commissioners quickly
identified several envi-
ronmental and design
challenges that will like-
ly require significant

revisions before the
project moves forward.
“The project we are
discussing tonight is a
residential subdivision
plan at Wiley Hill Road
on an undeveloped pro-
perty,” Piccirilli began.
“It is a little over 20.8
acres in area, located
entirely within the agri-
cultural zoning district,
and this property has a
lot of frontage on Wiley
Hill Road, approximately
1,300 feet. We did have
the property delineated
for wetlands; we have
wetlands complexes thro-

OBITUARY

ughout the property.”

The subdivision con-
cept includes eight sin-
gle family lots.

“Four of these lots
would be accessed with
drives right off Wiley
Hill Road. Four of the
lots would be accessed
via a shared driveway,”
Piccirilli explained.
“These lots generally
range from 1.1 to 2.5
acres, with the largest
remaining lot being 8.7
acres. We do not have
any wetland impact as
part of the project. How-
ever, we do have wetland
buffer impact totaling
approximately 9,842
square feet.”

Commissioners
mediately noted that the
property’s wetland sys-
tem, heavily wooded
and spread across the
site, made the design
unusually complex.

“Are those perma-
nent wetland impacts?”
asked Commissioner Deb

Lievens. “What about
temporary wetland im-
pacts?”

Piccirilli responded
that all buffer impacts
shown were permanent.
That answer raised con-
cerns, as several Com-
missioners felt the de-
sign made temporary
impacts unavoidable.

“You have a couple of

Raymond Donald Longa

Raymond Donald Longa, 86, of Lon-
donderry, NH, passed away peacefully at
home on Wednesday April 22, 2026 sur-
/== rounded by his loving family. He was born
" | on Sept. 7, 1939 in Rutland, VT, the son of

| the late Louis and Hope (Martin) Longa
— and had been a resident of Londonderry
for the past 56 years, formerly living in Nashua, NH.

He is survived by a loving family, his beloved wife of
48 years, Martha (Gendron) Longa, his stepson, Derek,
three grandsons, Andrew, Riley and Hunter and four
great-grandchildren. He is also survived by his sister,
Katherine and her husband David; four sister- in-laws,
four brothers-in-law and several nieces and nephews.

Ray had a fantastic sense of humor as well as a warm
and caring nature, his kindness was appreciated by all.

Raymond retired as a technical engineer for Hydroci-
sion in Billerica, MA. He was formerly employed by Bard
Medical and Hampshire Manufacturing. He enjoyed his
motorcycles and was an avid photographer. He had a
brilliant mind and was always constantly learning. He
enjoyed attending Tedx, RISE programs and travel explo-
ration with Road Scholar.

A memorial calling hour will be held on Saturday,
May 23, from 10 - 11 a.m., in the Peabody Funeral Homes
and Crematorium, 290 Mammoth Rd., Londonderry. A
memorial service will begin at 11 a.m., in the funeral
home. Memorial contributions may be made in his
honor to either Home, Health and Hospice Care in Merri-
mack, NH. Catholic Charities or the Salvation Army. To
send a condolence please visit www.peabodyfuneral-
home.com.

l%a(wdy Funeral Homes
and Crematorinm

290 Mammoth Road
Londonderry, NH 03053

Ph: (603) 432-2801 « Fx: (603) 432-0152
www. peabodyfuneralhome.com
Email: office@peabodyfuneralhome.com

Erik E. Peabody  Craig B. Peabody
Owners & Funeral Directors

15 Birch Street
Derry, NH 03038

Londonderry Times
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Kevin Gagnon
5 7 Kevin Gagnon, 66, of Newport, VT,
= ( || previously a longtime resident of London-
derry, NH, passed away peacefully on
April 28, surrounded by his family. Kevin
| was a loving father, grandfather, husband,

brother, uncle, and friend.
v He is survived by his wife of 20 years,
Hope Gagnon; as well as his sons, Jarred (wife Amanda),
Jason (wife Kelly), Jacob (wife Shannon), Michael, Con-
nor, and Christopher; six grandchildren, Nora, Madison,
Delaney, Landon, Cole, and Levi. He is also survived by
his sister, Denise Berchtold (husband John); along with

many in-laws, nieces, and nephews.

Kevin was an avid Boston sports fan, especially his
beloved New England Patriots and Boston Red Sox. He
never missed a game and anybody who was lucky
enough to watch the Pats with Kevin knew of his super-
stitious rituals that ensured his teams were victorious.
Kevin shared his passion for sports as he coached his
sons along with generations of kids.

Kevin loved Stephen King books, action movies,
dogs, summer barbecues, Christmastime, and constant-
ly cracking jokes. His sense of humor was legendary. He
brought laughter to any situation he found himself in.
The only attribute stronger in Kevin than his humor was
the love he had for his family.

Calling hours were held on Saturday, May 2, in the
Peabody Funeral Homes and Crematorium. Committal
services followed at Pillsbury Cemetery, Hovey Rd., Lon-
donderry.
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houses where the corner
is touching the buffer,”
said Chair Marge Badois.
“There’s no way heavy
equipment is going to be
able to get around the
foundation without
going into the buffer.
That's not the only one,
there’s another where
the house is essentially
touching the buffer. I'm
guessing you can’t avoid
temporary impacts on
that.”

Badois added that
while the town allows
limited buffer crossings
to reach upland areas, it
discourages construc-
tion or paved surfaces
within the buffer when-
ever possible.

“You're allowed to
cross the buffer to get to
other uplands,” noted
Vice-Chair Gene Harring-
ton. “You're not allowed
to park in the buffer, but
you’re allowed to cross
it.”

Piccirilli agreed to
revise the design to show
snow-storage areas, a
concern raised due to
the long driveways and
potential for runoff to-
ward the wetlands.

Still, several Commis-
sioners remained un-
easy about how tightly
the homes were posi-
tioned against the buffer

line. Some described the
layout as “squeezing it
n,” with little room for
homeowners to use
their yards without en-
croaching into protected
areas.

“| see two problems,”
said Alternate Mike
Speltz. “One is before
you sell the houses,
where people are going
to say, ‘There’s not a
backyard!”” The second
problem is that after
they sell it anyway,
they’re going to start
encroaching on the
backyard. They’ll have
the backyards start
encroaching on the
buffer areas.”

Commissioners also
noted that the buffer line
in several places ran
“right up to the wet-
land,” leaving no margin
for error during con-
struction or future main-
tenance.

Because the project
is still early in its design
and application process,
the Commission agreed
that a second hearing
would be necessary
once revisions are made.

“We’ll have changes

incorporated into the
next iteration of the
plans,” Piccirilli prom-

ised. “We’ll take your sug-
gestions into account.”
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Editorial

Nothing Pairs Better With May Flowers
Than Mom’s Love

May arrives with its familiar prom-
ises of blossoms opening, birds
returning, the world remembering
how to breathe again. And tucked
inside all that renewal is Mother’s Day,
a reminder of the person who taught
us how to bloom in the first place.

Mothers don’t ask for much, a
phone call, hug, a moment, a memory
that says, “I see you. | remember what
you did for me.”

Motherhood is a lifetime of quiet
work, the kind that rarely makes
headlines but shapes entire lives. It's
the lunches packed before sunrise,
the latenight talks when the world felt
too heavy, the steady voice saying,
“You can do this,” even when you
weren’t sure you could.

It's the way a mother carries her
children long after they’ve learned to
walk. It's the way she worries long
after they’ve grown. It's the way she
loves long after she’s gone.

The role hasn’'t changed much
over the years. It is still tireless. Still
demanding. Still rooted in uncondi-
tional love, even when that love
requires hard truths and tough deci-
sions. Mothers guide, comfort, cor-
rect, encourage, and yes, worry,
because that’s what mothers do.
They may cut the umbilical cord at
birth, but the real cord, the bond,
never goes away.

For many, Mother’s Day is a joyful
celebration. For others, it carries a
mix of gratitude and ache. Some
mothers are here. Some are remem-
bered. Some relationships are simple.
Some are complicated. And for the
mothers who have lost a child,

whether recently or long ago, this day
holds a tenderness that words can
barely touch. We often speak of losing
a mother, but losing a child is a grief
that reshapes the heart forever. To
those mothers, we hold space for you
today. Your love, your strength, and
your courage are seen.

If you’re lucky enough to spend the
day with your children, soak it in. If
they’re far away, may the phone ring. If
your mother is no longer here, may
her memory sit gently beside you.

Look around your home, your
yard, your life, every plant, every
photo, every small thing they once
handed you with pride. These are the
threads that stitch a family together.
These are the gifts that outlast the
wrapping paper. | look at the plants in
my own yard and remember which
child gave me which one. Those
memories bloom long after the flow-
ers fade.

And if someone cooks for you
today, let them. If they take you out,
let them pay. If they tell you they love
you, believe them.

Because motherhood is not meas-
ured in perfection. It's measured in
presence. In patience. In the thou-
sand invisible acts that made some-
one else’s life possible.

To every mother, grandmother,
stepmother, foster mother, guardian,
and woman who has ever loved a
child into becoming, thank you.

May you feel, in your bones, what
we already know: You mattered. You
still matter. And the world is better
because of you and your uncondition-
al love.
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Antiques Appraisal
Day

To the editor,

It's Back! The Lon-
donderry  Historical
Society is thrilled to an-
nounce that our 6th An-
nual Antiques Appraisal
Day will be held on Sat-
urday, June 13th, in the
Parmenter Barn on the
grounds of the London-
derry Historical Soci-
ety’s Morrison House
Museum at 140 Pills-
bury Road.

We’re gearing up for
another great afternoon
featuring your antiques,
collectibles, & family
treasures at this event
with Daniel F. Reidy,
appraiser/antiques
dealer/auctioneer who
is returning again for
his 6th time. Reidy has
over 35 years of experi-
ence and is the owner
of Discerning Eye, an
estate appraisal and
disposition  planning
business based in Warn-
er, NH.

The event runs from
1 - 3 p.m.,, with doors
opening at 12:30 p.m. to
begin pre-registering all
items to be appraised.
Appraisals are $10 per
item, 3 for $25. Any
types of items can be
evaluated, but for ex-
tremely large ones,
clear photographs can
be provided. A dolly or
hand truck will be avail-
able for transferring
items on site.

We had such a great
time learning about all

Letters

the interesting items
everyone brought in
the past, that we're
really looking forward
to seeing what you
bring in this year! That
towering German
carved bear hall tree,
the beautiful historic
porcelain brooch, that
“What-is-it?” that kept
us all guessing, and so
many other items elicit-
ed Oh!ls and Ah!s and
even some laughs along
the way for a really
enjoyable afternoon.
We hope you'll join us
again for our 2026 An-
tiques Appraisal Day, a
fundraiser for the Lon-
donderry  Historical
Society.

PS: We'll also have
refreshments for you to
enjoy while you're here.

So, start gathering
your finds for Saturday,
June 13th!

See you then,

Ann Chiampa

Londonderry

College Protesters Are
Discriminatory

To the editor,

A number of college
campuses across the
United States erupted
with protests against
Israel’s invasion of Gaza
and the subsequent
destruction in Gaza and
the death of Palestinian
civilians. This occurred
after Hamas attacked
Israel and tortured,
murdered and kid-
napped innocent Israeli
civilians.

Why didn’t college
students protest the Ir-
anian government’s
harsh response to the
civilian uprising in Iran?
The Iranian authorities
killed thousands of peo-
ple and imprisoned
tens of thousands who
were just expressing
their  dissatisfaction
with the government.
Why aren’t there calls
for boycotts of Iranian
goods produced by
Iranian companies that
support the current
regime? Why didn’t
some of the college pro-
testers go to Iran to
protest?

And in an ancestral
country, why aren’t
there college protests
against the Russian
invasion and occupa-
tion of Ukraine, the vast
destruction of cities,
the killing of thousands
of civilians and the kid-
napping of children?
Surely, the levelling of
city blocks throughout
Ukraine and the terrible
toll the Russian attacks
are taking on the
Ukrainian population
are worthy of protests.
This war is taking a ter-
rible toll on Ukraine,
and if Russia succeeds
in Ukraine other Euro-
pean countries could
be next.

It appears some col-
lege students are dis-
criminatory in protest-
ing the actions of vari-
ous countries.

Donald Moskowitz

Londonderry

Londonderry Times welcomes letters of up to 500 words on topics of local interest, and prints as many letters as

possible. Please e-mail your letters to the Londonderry Times at londonderrytimes@nutpub.net. All letters must

include the writer's name, address and phone number for verification if needed; name and town of residence will

be printed. Londonderry Times reserves the right to reject or edit letters content. Anonymous letters will not be
printed. Letters received/printed do not reflect the views of the publisher.

To Our Readers and Advertisers: nutfield pub-
lishing would like to thank our advertisers for their support
of this publication and for giving us the ability to supply our
readers with local news, sports and achievements free of
charge to every home in town each week. Readers, please
let our advertisers that you patronize know that you saw
their ad in this paper.
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Trustees Make Progress on Budget, Code of Ethics, and Summer Registration Policy

PAauL CONYERS
LONDONDERRY TIMES

v

he April 21 meet-
I ing of the Leach
Library Board of

Trustees covered sever-
al major organizational
issues, including the cre-
ation of a new budget
subcommittee, the long
debated Code of Ethics,
and the timeline for the
library's summer hours
and Summer Reading
Program.

A key topic of the
evening was the propos-
al to form an “ad hoc”
budget subcommittee
to help Trustees better
manage and track lib-
rary finances. With on-
going building repairs
and unexpected
expenses continuing to
strain the budget, Trea-
surer Azra Palo was
expected to lead the
group.

“The purpose is to

move forward,” Palo
said. “It's really to
answer our current

questions and discus-
sions, because there's
really so much to talk
about that can't fit into
our regular meetings.”
Palo noted that
Trustees are already
holding up to two addi-
tional special meetings
each month, on top of
their regular meeting
schedule, due to the
volume of financial and

operational issues tied
to the building remedia-
tion project. Board
Chair Nancy Hendricks
thanked volunteers for
stepping up to help.
Vice Chair Beth Marroc-
co and Secretary Erica
Laue also volunteered
to serve on the subcom-
mittee.

The Board then
turned to another long
running item: finalizing
the Library Trustees
Code of Ethics. The doc-
ument has been under
discussion for months,
with Trustees debating
whether it was neces-
sary given the existing
Memorandum of Agree-
ment (MOA) between
the Board and the Town
of Londonderry.

“Do we need to have
a separate Code of
Ethics from that?”
asked Trustee Jan
McLaughlin, question-
ing whether the new
document would be
redundant.

Trustee Moira Ryan
suggested rewriting
portions of the pro-
posed Code, while Hen-
dricks argued that the
MOA was too broad to
serve as a true ethical
guide for Trustees.
“This can be a living
document,” Hendricks
said. “We can review it
if the Board chooses
to.”

BLAGK FOREST NURSERY

400 ROSEBUSHES!

GREAT GIFTS FOR EVERYONE!
OUR GIFT CERTIFICATES!

1,000 LOVELY HANGING BASKETS...$24.99 UP
10 THOUSAND BEAUTIFUL PERENNIALS...$6.99 UP
FREE GARDEN DESIGN - PROVEN WINNERS...$6.99

GORGEOUS BIRD BATHS, STATUARY & POTTERY
1/2YD & 1YD MULCH, LOAM, STONE, COMPOST
HUGE SELECTION OF TREES, SHRUBS, FRUITS

1/2 Acves + Come & See

lackForestNursery.com
OPEN 7 DAYS 8:00 AM - 6:00 PM

BLACK FOREST

209 King Street, Boscawen, NH
Rtes. 3 & 4, Exit 17 off 1-93

) 603-796-2756 [G)

After  discussion,
the Trustees voted 4-2
to adopt the Code of
Ethics.

In the interest of
moving forward, Inter-
im Library Director
Donna Plante
addressed uncertainty
regarding the start of
the library's summer
hours and the Summer
Reading Program.
While the Board had
previously voted to
keep the same summer
hours as last year, they
had not selected a start

date.

“The Board had
decided to keep the
same summer hours
this year, but part of
that vote wasn't to
choose a start date -
that timing has been
left up to staff in the
past,” Plante said. She
added that because of
the building issues and
the reduced space
available during reme-
diation, staff wanted
both summer hours
and the Summer Read-
ing Program to begin on

the same day for clarity
and communication
purposes.

Plante recommend-
ed Monday, June 15 as
the official start date.
She noted that many
local families - includ-
ing those from neigh-
boring communities -
plan their library visits
around the end of the
school year, and June
15 aligns with when
many area students
begin summer break.

Registration for the
Summer Reading Pro-

gram will still open on
June 1, as patrons
expect, but prizes and
full activities will not
begin until June 15.

“We can take regis-
trations and explain
what's happening, but
we won't really kick
everything off until
June 15,” Plante said.
“We don't want to turn
away anyone who
wants to register.”

Board members agre-
ed the plan was “reason-
able” and approved the
later start date.

O CONCORD ORTHOPAEDICS

Fellowship-Trained Total Joint Surgeons

@ Surgeon-Led Decisions
D
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Public Hearing Scheduled on Proposed Waste Facilities

CHRIS PauL
LONDONDERRY TIMES

esidents in Lon-
Rdonderry will have

an opportunity to
learn about and com-
ment on two proposed
solid waste facilities dur-
ing a public information
session and hearing later
this month.

The New Hampshire
Department of Environ-
mental Services (NHDES)
is seeking public input
on permit applications
for projects planned at

the terminus of North
Wentworth Avenue. The
proposals include an
anaerobic digester from
PurposeEnergy - London-
derry, LLC and a food
waste depackaging facili-
ty from RecycleWorks -
Londonderry, LLC.

A public information
session will take place on
Monday, May 11, from
5:45 to 7 p.m., followed
by a formal public hear-
ing at 7:15 p.m. The meet-
ing will be held in person
at Londonderry Town
Hall, with remote partici-

pation also available.

According to NHDES,
the information session
will provide an overview
of both projects and
explain the state’s solid
waste permitting
process.

Attendees will also
have the opportunity to
ask questions of both
agency representatives
and the applicants
before the public hearing
begins.

The proposed anaero-
bic digester facility
would process discarded

food waste from dairy
and food manufacturers,
as well as material from
the adjacent depackag-
ing plant. Plans for the
first phase include a
design capacity of up to
715 tons per day and

storage capacity of
approximately 800,000
gallons.

The depackaging

plant proposal involves
separating food waste
from its packaging. The
packaging would be sent
for recycling, while the
organic material would

be converted into a slur-
ry and piped to the near-
by digester. That facility
is expected to handle up
to 900 tons of food and
beverage waste per day,
with storage capacity of
about 450 tons.

NHDES officials noted
that the public comment
period for the applica-
tions will remain open
through May 25, 2026.
Residents may submit
written comments in
addition to, or instead of,
speaking at the hearing.

Project documents

are available for public
review at Londonderry
Town Hall and at the
NHDES office in Concord,
as well as online through
the agency’s OneStop
database.

For those unable to
attend in  person,
remote access will be
available for both the
information session and
the hearing. Officials
encourage residents to
participate and provide
feedback on the pro-
posed developments.

®

FuII-Day Kindergarten

Continued from page 1

and 1st Grade families
last Wednesday,” Black
wrote in a memo to the
Board. He encouraged
families who could not
attend to contact their
school principals for
materials and informa-
tion.

The open houses
served as the first major
opportunity for families
to see classrooms, meet
staff, and understand

how the transition to full
day kindergarten will

work at each school.

Black provided
updated enrollment fig-
ures, noting that 88 stu-
dents currently attend-
ing Moose Hill are
expected to move into
the new full day pro-
gram across the three
elementary schools.

In addition, the dis-
trict has received:

e 105 new kinder-
garten registrations, and

e 59 families who
have expressed interest
but have not yet com-

pleted the registration
process.

“Since the March
vote, we have received
48 total new registra-
tions that are complete
for kindergarten 2026,”
Black told the Board.

The 59 families in the
“interested but not regis-
tered” category repre-
sent the biggest variable
in planning. Black said
the district is actively
reaching out to deter-
mine what additional
information those fami-
lies need before finaliz-
ing their decisions.

Open Sat & Sun 8am - 3pm April - Oct
NEW ENGLAND’S LARGEST AND FINEST
Weekend Fun at the Flea Market!

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF
OUR FREE OFFER TO YOU
FOR A FREE LARGE SPACE
WITH 2 FREE TABLES THE

ENTIRE WEEKEND!

GET RID OF YOUR
UNWANTED
OR NO LONGER
NEEDED ITEMS.

RESERVATIONS NOT REQUIRED - JUST DROP IN.

Black emphasized
that the district cannot
finalize staffing, class-
room counts, or supply
purchases until they
know how many of those
59 families intend to
enroll.

“Based on that third
group, we will decide
how many kindergarten
classrooms we create,
how many staff we hire,
and how much new fur-
niture and curriculum
supplies we need to pur-
chase,” he said.

He provided prelimi-
nary estimates for the
number of kindergarten
classrooms needed at
each school:

e Matthew Thornton:
5 to 6 classrooms

e North School: 4 or 5
classrooms

e South School: 4 or 5
classrooms

These numbers may
shift depending on final
enrollment and any
additional registrations
that come in over the
summer.

Black also noted that
some families have re-
quested school changes
based on childcare,
transportation, or sib-
ling placement. The dis-
trict is reviewing those
requests to determine
what can be accommo-
dated without disrupt-
ing class size balance.

“We are also working
with families who are
requesting school
changes to make sure
we can make that work
within our full day
kindergarten plans,” he
said.

Black told the Board
that the district hopes
to finalize classroom
counts before the end of
the current school year.

“Hopefully by mid
May we have figured out
exactly how many class-
rooms we will need,” he
said. “Then we will have
contingency plans if we
get a further increase in
kindergarten and new
first grade students over
the summer.”

*

District officials
expect additional regis-
trations to come in
throughout June, July,
and August - a typical
pattern for kindergarten
enrollment.

The move to full day
kindergarten represents
a major milestone for
Londonderry, aligning
the district with the
majority of New Hamp-
shire communities that
already offer full day
programs. Supporters
have long argued that
full day kindergarten
provides stronger aca-
demic foundations,
more time for social
emotional learning, and
greater consistency for
working families.

With voter approval
secured and planning
underway, the district
now faces the logistical
challenge of transform-
ing three elementary
schools to welcome a
significantly larger pop-
ulation of young learn-
ers this fall.

BANKRUPTCY

GET BILL COLLECTORS OFF YOUR F <
BACK AUTOMATIC STAY STOPS
DEBT COLLECTION

START OVER WITH A CLEAN SLATE ‘w/ﬁ

%ﬂ

(603) 883-4196

295 Nashua Rd., Londonderry, NH

(5 Miles West of Exit 4, Interstate 93)

Law Offices of
Andrew D. Myers

www.attorney-myers.com

4 Birch St.
Derry, NH
(603) 437-2643

126A Pleasant Valley St.
Suite 11, Methuen, MA
(978) 691-5453

We are a debt relief agency. We help people file for bankruptcy relief under the U.S. bankruptey code




olice are reminding
residents to be

cautious about
unsolicited  driveway
paving offers after a
homeowner on Cheshire
Court reported a suspi-
cious man in a silver
pickup truck early Tues-
day morning. The caller
told dispatch the man
was driving slowly
through the neighbor-
hood, pulling into multi-
ple driveways, honking
his horn, and offering

paving services.

The incident was
logged at 6:15 a.m. on
April 29, according to
the Londonderry Police
Department’s  weekly
dispatch records. Offi-
cers responded to the
area, but the individual
had left before police
arrived.

While no crime was
committed, the behav-
ior closely resembles a
well known driveway
paving scam that has

circulated across New
Hampshire for years. In
these scams, individu-
als typically claim they
have “extra asphalt
from another job” and
offer to pave a driveway
at a steep discount.
Once work begins, the
scammer demands
thousands more, often
leaving homeowners
with unfinished or poor
quality work.

The New Hampshire
State  Police  have

&
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Police Warn Residents After Suspicious Paving Solicitor Reported

repeatedly warned that
these scams “happen
regularly in the Granite
State,” noting that the
individuals  involved
often travel from town
to town and target resi-
dential neighborhoods.

Londonderry Police
did not issue a formal
alert following Tues-
day’s report, but offi-
cials have historically
encouraged residents
to call immediately if
they encounter aggres-

sive or suspicious solic-
itors. Legitimate paving
companies do not typi-
cally go door to door or
pressure homeowners
for on the spot deci-
sions.

Residents are urged
to:

e Avoid hiring any-
one who shows up
unannounced offering
driveway work.

e Request a written
contract and verify the
company’s  physical

PAGe 7

address.
e Check for proper

licensing and insur-
ance.

e Call police if a
solicitor refuses to

leave or becomes con-
frontational.

Anyone with addi-
tional information
about the silver pickup
or similar activity is
asked to contact the

PUD Update

continued from page 1
implementing stronger
open space protections,

environmental impact
requirements, and devel-
opment agreements that

are enforceable across
all phases of a project.
Deputy Town Manag-
er Kellie Caron
explained during the
previous meeting that

Spring
Brush Up

Joy Fraga Muller
and John Mahon of
the Beautify London-
derry Committee have
been busy recently
touch up the post to
the “Welcome to Lon-
donderry” signs.

The 20-year old
signs are being re-
painted and touched
up through donations
to the group and
members have been
making sure the posts
that secure them are
strong enough to sup-
port them.

Photo by Chris Paul

@Karen Archer Insurance, LLC

Providing Insurance Solutions
Karen A. Archer, Independent Licensed Agent of Londonderry

603-553-9040
Karen@KarenArcherinsurance.com

Life / Health / Medicare

the Planning Board for-
warded the draft to the
Council as members
wanted clearer direc-
tion.

“My understanding
from the Planning Board
was, given the timing of
the comments and a
want for more direction
from the Town Council
with respect to the PUD
ordinance, they chose to
move this to the Council
for your discussion,”
Caron said.

During the May 4
meeting, Paul said she
had submitted com-
ments explaining why
the additions she is pro-
posing to the PUD ordi-
nance are important.

She explained that
the basic idea of a PUD
is to include a variety of
uses and that develop-
ment agreements are

created based on those
provisions.

“You can’t put some-
thing in a development
agreement that’s not list-
ed,” Paul said. “So the
(PUD) is the law its the
rule.”

She explained that
development agree-
ments are the enforcing
tool.

Paul said if some-
thing is not included in
the PUD, then it cannot
be added to a develop-
ment agreement, which
could create potential
legal concerns.

Council Vice Chair
Shawn Faber noted that
he reviewed the Wood-
mont PUD and the origi-
nal PUD ordinance, stat-
ing that the Woodmont
PUD is much more
expansive than the origi-
nal framework.

FBRIGHT

Londonderry  Police

Department’s non-

emergency line.
However, Paul

argued that she believes
the PUD was not imple-
mented correctly.

“The taxpayer could
have benefited a lot
more from Woodmont if
things were done cor-
rectly from the get go,”
she said.

Paul said she feels
the proposed PUD ordi-
nance still needs some
work, but emphasized
that the current ordi-
nance should be
replaced while improve-
ments continue.

“Because that’s the
best thing for the tax-
payer in my mind,” Paul
said.

The Town Council
agreed to move the pro-
posed ordinance for-
ward to a public hearing,
which is scheduled for
May 18.

FAMILY DENTISTRY ——
LET OUR FAMILY CARE FOR YOURS

Dr Alyssa Ebright DMD
Dr Trevor Smart DMD

Always Accepting New Patients

77 Gilcreast Road, Unit 1004, Londonderry
603-434-8800 « Londonderrydentist.com

ebrightsmartdental@gmail.com
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nual Kid’s Fishin

CALL 603-537-9898 OR
SCAN THE QR CODE BELOW.

\—7{,// * All American Assisted Living at Londonderry
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1 Burton Drive * Londonderry, NH 03053
ASSISTED LIVING 603-537-9898 : www.AllAmericanAtLondonderry.com

g Derby

!

Despite the cold and misty conditions on Sunday morning, May 3, fam-
ilies staked out positions around the small pond at the Londonderry Fish
and Game for the annual Kid’s Fishing Derby. Prizes were awarded to par-
ticipants to the winners in a variety of categories.  Photos by Chris Paul
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