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been preparing for it

Kooky & Sp

OO k The Ovation Theatre Company has
ril production of the Addams Family Musical.

Actors were in a dress rehearsal recently as they get ready for the April
3 and April 4 shows. See more photos page 8.

Pillsbury Road Projects Pushed
to April as Concerns Mount

CHRIS PAUL
LONDONDERRY TIMES

everal major devel-
Sopment proposals

tied to the Wood-
mont Commons project
have been put on hold
once again, with all
three Pillsbury Road
applications now post-

poned until the April 1,
2026 Planning Board
meeting. The delay
comes after the appli-
cant, Procopio Compa-
nies, requested another
continuance while they
work through a growing
list of questions from
town officials and resi-

Photo by Chris Paul

dents.
The projects include:
e A 12acre subdivi-
sion at 15 Pillsbury Road
e A 250-unit rental
cottage development at
36 Pillsbury Road
e A 60-unit single
family ~ condominium
continued on page 2
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LONDONDERRY TIMES

revised proposal
to add a restau-
rant at the Mack’s

Apples orchard returned
to the Planning Board on
March 4, drawing a mix
of technical questions,
concerns about long
term impacts, and a
notable show of public
support. Attorney Laura
Gandia presented the
updated site plan on
behalf of the applicant,
emphasizing that the
project falls under the
state’s agritourism
statute.

“We are here under
the agritourism statute
for a farm to table rest-

A FREE Weekly Publlcatlon

Mack’s Restaurant Attempts to Tackle
Waivers with Show of Public Support

for a roughly 4,000
square-foot, 99 seat
restaurant within the
current building, with
renovations mostly to
the back, including a
new entrance there,”
Gandia said.

The new 99 seat cap-
acity represents a signif-
icant reduction from the
200 seats proposed in
January, a change in-
tended to address con-
cerns raised by the
Board and the public.
The updated plan in-
cludes several waiver
requests, including ex-
emptions related to a
pond on the property, a
25 foot buffer that could
interfere  with picnic
tables, and the place-

ment of signs in areas
used for farming opera-
tions.

The agritourism des-
ignation was central to
the applicant’s argu-
ment. Gandia stressed
that the state legislature
has encouraged munici-
palities to work collabo-
ratively with farms to
support  agricultural
uses and diversification.

“Under agritourism,
the state legislature has
made it a point to
encourage a collabora-
tive approach to farm
and activities in the
state with municipali-
ties,” she said. She
argued that the statute
provides more flexible

continued on page 3

aurant, seeking approval
)

Town Council Get Briefed

on Leach Librar

ALEX MALM
LONDONDERRY TIMES

he Town Council
I received an
update on Phase 1

of the ongoing remedia-
tion and repair work at
the Leach Library, fol-
lowing the building’s
unexpected closure ear-
lier this year due to
flooding and mold con-
cerns.

The update comes
after weeks of emer-
gency assessments,
joint meetings between
the Town Council and
Library Trustees, and
the approval of signifi-
cant funding to address
the building’s structural
and environmental
issues.

In late January, the
Library experienced a
major facilities failure.

“On the morning of
January 27, Leach
Library staff discovered
a ground-level radiator
pipe had burst over the
weekend, causing exten-
sive flooding,” the Lib-
rary said in a press
release. The flooding
coincided with a long-
standing leak near the
main vestibule, prompt-
ing concerns about
mold. “Initial tests indi-
cate the presence of
mold spores in some
locations of the build-
ing,” the release noted.
The building was closed
immediately  pending
further evaluation.

y Repairs

The discovery led to

a joint meeting between
the Town Council and
Library Trustees, where
the Council authorized
up to $257,189 for Phase
1 repairs and remedia-
tion. Shortly afterward,
the Maintenance Trust
Fund warrant article was
amended to add
$450,000, all from the
June 30 fund balance, to
continued on page 5
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Pillsbury Road

Continued from page 1
project at 44 Pillsbury
Road

All three were origi-
nally scheduled for
review in December,
then continued to Janu-
ary, and will now wait
until April.

250 Rental Cottages

The largest of the
proposals, 250 single
family rental cottages,
was first presented in
December. Procopio Com-
panies described the
plan as a way to bring
“diverse housing op-

tions” to Londonderry,
with one to three bed-
room cottages, a club-
house, tennis courts,
dog park, walking paths,
and a large community
lawn. The design also
preserves roughly 1,000
apple trees from the for-
mer orchard.

But the project has
faced significant push-
back.

Town officials have
repeatedly raised con-
cerns about whether the
area can handle the
additional traffic and

stormwater.
“I worry about that
roadway and those

drainage devices not
being able to handle a
25year storm,” said Engi-
neering Director John
Trottier. “We're already
having a heck of a prob-
lem at the intersection
on Pillsbury Road.”

Town Manager Shaun
Mulholland confirmed
that peer review recom-
mended a right-turn slip
lane from the Derry
direction, but warned it
may only be a tempo-
rary fix.

“We could have a sit-

Corned Beef Time!
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uation where they build
that right turn slip lane,
and then a few years
later when Woodmont
further develops, we’'d
have to tear all of that
out,” Mulholland said.
He suggested the devel-
oper could instead con-
tribute the equivalent
cost toward a long term
intersection solution.
Residents have been
outspoken about the
scale of the project.
“The answer is no...
that is not what the resi-
dents of this town
want,” said resident Tim
Bachir, who argued the

cottages resemble “a
shed you buy at Reeds
Ferry” more than single
family homes. He said
the area was more ap-
propriate for 25 homes,
not 250.

Abutter Diane Size-
more said the proposal
was “saddening,” add-
ing, “That’s not why we
moved here, to have
that in our backyard.”

Others raised con-
cerns about water cap-
acity, drainage, and the
shift away from the
mixed-use, walkable de-
sign originally promised
for Woodmont Com-

mons.

With major engineer-
ing questions still unan-
swered, and no updated
plans ready for review,
the applicant requested
more time. The Planning
Board agreed, continu-
ing all three applications
to April 1, 2026.

The April meeting is
expected to be a busy
one, as residents wait to
see whether the devel-
oper will return with
revised plans that add-
ress the town’s con-
cerns, or whether the
proposals will face fur-
ther delays.

GREEN Team Seeks Volunteersﬂ

he Green Team of
I Londonderry is
looking for some

help with the Pollinator
Garden as they get ready
for another season of
planting, growing, and
welcoming the bees,
butterflies, and birds
that keep the ecosystem
healthy.

To make it happen,
they are looking for vol-
unteers who want to get
their hands in the dirt,
spend time outdoors,
and help create some-
thing beautiful for the
whole community.

Why does the Polli-
nator Garden Matter?
Pollinator gardens do
more than brighten up a
space-they support the
bees, butterflies, and
other pollinators our

environment depends
on. They also give resi-
dents a peaceful place to
visit, learn, and enjoy
nature. Every hour of
volunteer help makes a
real difference in keep-
ing this garden thriving.
Who Can Volunteer?
Everyone, from adults,
students needing com-
munity service hours,
scouts, youth groups,
organizations, families,
and business anyone
who loves nature and
wants to give back.
What do the volun-
teers help with? Spring
cleanup and prepping
the beds, planting native
flowers and shrubs,
watering and ongoing
garden care, weeding
and maintaining path-
ways, helping with sig-

nage or educational dis-
plays, assisting during
community garden days,
and best of all, no gar-
dening experience is
needed-just a willing-
ness to help.

When is the help
needed? Volunteer days
will begin as soon as the
weather allows this
spring. There will be
weekday and weekend
options so anyone can
find a time that works.

How do | get
involved? If you'd like to
join the group, or even
just learn more, reach
out to the groups face-
book page where you'll
be added to the volun-
teer list. There you'll
receive updates on
dates, times, and what
to bring.
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Mack’s Restaurant

continued from page 1
guidelines for waivers
than typical commercial
site plans. “Municipal
boards must grant a
waiver from generally
applicable site or build-
ing requirements if liter-
al application would
effectively prohibit an
agricultural use, or be
unreasonable in the con-
text of agricultural use.”
Gandia maintained
that the waivers were
essential for Mack’s
Apples to remain viable
long term, especially as
traditional farming be-
comes more challenging.
That assertion drew
mixed reactions from
town officials. Conserva-
tion Commission Chair
Marge Badois supported
the idea of the restau-
rant but wanted at least

some signage to “edu-
cate people” about sen-
sitive wetland areas.

“It's a good thing,”
Badois said. “If they
wanted to create signs in
a friendlier manner just
indicating this is conser-
vation land, please
respect it, we'd be okay
with that.”

Other waiver re-
quests were more con-
tentious, including one
related to grading and
another seeking relief
from certain parking lot
requirements. Traffic on
Mammoth Road, already
a busy corridor, was a
recurring concern.

Traffic Engineer Kim
Hazarvartian, working
with Mack’s Apples, pre-
sented a detailed analy-
sis.

“The analysis we pre-

pared is not a small
analysis - it’s about a 15
odd page analysis,” he
said. “When we ran the
numbers, the geometry
out there matches what
the turn lane assess-
ment says.”

He noted that the
wide shoulders in the
area could help accom-
modate turning vehi-
cles. However, Board
members cautioned
that the analysis may
not fully reflect peak
season realities, when
congestion, parked
cars, and heavy orchard
traffic complicate turn-
ing movements.

“There are cars park-

ed on both sides,”
Board member Tony
DeFrancesco said,

pointing out that real
world conditions often
differ from engineering
models.

EFaster Bunny to Arrive at
Aviation Museum, March 28

he Easter Bunny
will arrive on Sat-
urday, March 28 at

11 a.m. at the Aviation
Museum

After disembarking
from the student-built
plane, the Easter Bunny
will visit with fans, pose
for pictures, and give
out candy, including
chocolate Easter treats.
The event is free and
includes coffee and
goodies from Common
Man Roadside, and
chocolate treats from

Granite State
Shoppe

The Easter Bunny’s
visit is free and open to
all. Families are asked to
arrive no later than
10:30 a.m. to park and
safely make their way to
the Aviation Museum,
located at 27 Navigator
Road, Londonderry.

The Aviation Muse-
um will be open to the
public on Saturday,
March 28, starting at 10
a.m., with free admis-
sion and activities for

Candy

(Great Rates, Great Coverage
and Local Service!

WHITTEMORE
INSURANCE

Home ® Auto ® Business
Part of the Londonderry community since 1929.

432-2577

24 Hour Quotes at www.whittemoreins.com

Hicks Insurance, Inc., dba Whittemore Insurance

kids in the museum’s
classroom during the
bunny's visit until 1 p.m.
For more informa-
tion, visit www.aviation-
museumofnh.org or call
(603) 669-4820. Follow
the Aviation Museum on
social media at www.fac-
ebook.com/nhahs.
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Despite the technical
concerns, the Planning
Board repeatedly em-
phasized its support for
Mack’s Apples and the
restaurant concept. That
sentiment was echoed
by residents who attend-
ed the meeting or sub-
mitted letters.

“My wife and |
bought our house ar-
ound five years ago. If
this restaurant is going
to bother anybody, it’s
going to bother us,” said
neighbor Mike Debellis.
“I hope the town can
work out the issues, and
we can get this thing
going.”

Resident Sandra Lag-
ueux said she was “gen-
erally in support” of the
project, though she not-
ed that year round oper-
ation was unusual for a
farm to table model.

“I'm most familiar
with farms that do it a
few times a year for the
growing seasons,” she
said. “I am really appre-
ciative of the serious-
ness that the Planning
Board is taking it.”

Another resident,
Robin Gardner, submit-
ted a letter calling the
restaurant a “win-win
project” for both the farm
and the community.

After hearing public
input and discussing the
remaining issues, the

It’s YOUR car,

YOUR choice of repair shops.

Lifetime warranty on all repairs

We meet by accident -
crash in for quality repairs

Family owned & operated since 1962

SPECIALIZING IN COLLISION REPAIR

1 ROCKINGHAM ROAD
RT. 28, LONDONDERRY, NH 03053
TEL: 603-432-5245 » FAX: 603-432-0191
INFO@BROTHERSAUTOBODYNH.COM

Planning Board agreed
to continue the case
without making recom-
mendations on the
waivers. Members said
they wanted more time
to “hone in” on the out-
standing concerns, par-
ticularly around traffic,
grading, and the buffer
zone waiver.

PAGE 3

“I wanted to thank
the Planning Board for
working with my family
for years to help them
navigate the challenges
of agriculture,” said
Andy Mack Jr. “We've
got fewer farms than we
used to, and the ones
that are there are small-
er, including Mack’s.”

OBITUARY

Kyle Thomas MacLaren

Kyle Thomas MacLaren, 34, of Lon-
donderry NH, passed away Tuesday
March 3, 2026, of natural causes. He was
born on June 2, 1991, a son of Ronald
and Donna (McPherson) MacLaren.

. | Kyle, the youngest of five children,

= spent his childhood in Londonderry and
graduated from LHS in 2009. From an early age, Kyle was
curious about how things worked and loved to tinker,
often taking things apart just to understand them better.
That curiosity eventually turned into a passion for avia-
tion, where he became a licensed helicopter pilot and
aviation mechanic.

Kyle had a deep love for the outdoors and he could
often be found enjoying time at the family lake house
swimming, fishing and hunting. This love, and his sense
of adventure, prompted him to explore new places and
travel far from home. Whether he was gold mining in
Alaska with his dad, or diving in Thailand with his broth-
er, he embraced life fully and his experiences reflected
his fearless spirit and curiosity about the world.

An athlete at heart, Kyle proudly described himself
as a ‘locked down defender’ on the basketball court and
could always be counted on to bring his A game. He car-
ried that same competitive spirit into many parts of his
life and was also known to jokingly self certify that he
was the ‘best at everything'.

Kyle was fiercely loyal to those he loved. He was a
devoted uncle who made it a priority to attend his nieces’
and nephews’ special events and celebrations, connect-
ing with each of them deeply. He was also known as a
thoughtful and generous gift giver, always putting care
into finding just the right thing for the people in his life.

Passionate and opinionated, Kyle loved a good dis-
cussion or debate. Conversations with him were rarely
dull. Beneath his strong opinions was a loving heart and
deep loyalty to his family and friends.

In quieter moments, Kyle enjoyed sci-fi and fantasy
stories and gaming, finding inspiration in worlds of imag-
ination and adventure.

Like many families, ours faced the painful challenges
of addiction. Kyle struggled for years with alcohol
dependence, a disease that ultimately led to severe cirrho-
sis of the liver. Though the weight of this illness became
more than he could overcome, we remember him not for
the struggle, but for the loving, vibrant person he was.

Kyle will be remembered for his adventurous spirit,
his sharp mind, his loyalty and the love he shared with
those closest to him. He will be deeply missed by his
family, friends and all who knew him.

In addition to his parents Ron and Donna, Kyle is also
survived by two brothers, Ron MacLaren Jr and Andrew
MacLaren; two sisters, Kristen Childs and husband Andy
and Courtney Giuliano and husband Jeff; seven nieces,
Ella, Lux, Vivienne, Zoe, Everlee, Blaise, Lenox and two
nephews Asher, and Cru. As well many loving Aunts,
Uncles, Cousins and extended family.

Calling hours will be held Thursday, March 12, from 4
-7 p.m., in the Peabody Funeral Homes and Crematorium,
290 Mammoth Rd., Londonderry. A Mass of Christian bur-
ial will be celebrated on Friday, March 13, at 11 a.m., in St.
Mark the Evangelist Church, One South Rd., Londonderry
with cremation to follow. In lieu of flowers, memorial con-
tributions may be made to Liberty House, a local Veter-
ans’ organization, https://libertyhousenh.org/donate/ or
any charity of your choosing. To send a condolence
please visit www.peabodyfuneralhome.com.
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Editorial

L et the Sun Shine In, Especially Here at Home

Open and transparent govern-
ment is not a courtesy; it is a funda-
mental right. Residents deserve to
know how decisions are made, how
money is spent, and how their elected
officials conduct the people’s busi-
ness. At every level; local, state, and
national; transparency is the back-
bone of public trust. And at the local
level, where decisions touch our daily
lives most directly, openness matters
even more. As a community newspa-
per, we take that responsibility seri-
ously.

March 15 to 21 is Sunshine Week, a
national reminder that government
conducts its business in the open, it’s
essential to a functioning democracy.
If we don’t know what our officials are
doing, we cannot hold them account-
able. The more information residents
have, the stronger and more engaged
our community becomes.

Knowledge is power, and that
power does not belong to politicians.
It belongs to the people who elect
them, fund their budgets, and live
with the consequences of their deci-
sions. Sunshine Week, created by the
American Society of News Editors, is
not about newspapers. It is about the
public’s right, and we emphasize that
word, to know what its government is
doing. It encourages every citizen to
take an active role in government and
demands that officials make informa-
tion accessible, not hidden behind
closed doors.

James Madison wrote that “con-
sent of the governed” requires that
people “arm themselves with the

power which knowledge gives.” In a
participatory democracy, every citi-
zen has the right to attend meetings,
access public records, and under-
stand how decisions are made. That
principle applies just as strongly here
in our own towns as it does in Wash-
ington.

And this is where the conversa-
tion becomes local. Too often, trans-
parency issues arise not in faroff cap-
itals but right here at home. When
meeting packets are posted late,
when documents are withheld, when
major discussions happen off the
record, or when residents must file
RighttoKnow requests just to under-
stand basic decisions, trust erodes.
Transparency is not simply following
the letter of the law; it is embracing
the spirit of it. Posting documents
early. Explaining decisions clearly.
Welcoming questions instead of
avoiding them. Making it easy, not dif-
ficult, for residents to understand
what is happening.

We know it is easier for officials to
discuss public business privately,
where strategies can be aired without
scrutiny. But that is not how open
government works. Discussions are
meant to be public, in a quorum, and
on the record. Making it difficult for
residents to follow along is playing
loose with the public trust.

That is why we report what we do.
That is why we ask the uncomfortable
guestions. Without information, the
public is left in the dark.

The better choice, the democratic
choice, is to let the sun shine in.
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Sheep Party

To the editor,

The Republican Par-
ty has always tried to
portray itself as the
party of strength and
power... the “tough guy”
persona. Today the Re-
publican Party is a col-
lective of sheep... too
afraid to stand up for
itself against a man who
is a perpetual liar, a
bully and a draft dodger.
It sheepishly observes
and does nothing as
their “leader” (Trump)
uses the presidency for
his own personal mone-
tary gain; as he uses the
Justice Department to
bury scandalous Epstein
documents that would
incriminate him; as he
sends America to war
without Congressional
approval; as he berates,
insults and belittles the
Supreme Court Justices
and others that don’t
agree with him; and as
he tries to manipulate
and control the news as
if this was Russia. Also,
let’s not forget the insur-

L.etters

rection of January 6
when he and his horde
of MAGA criminals at-
tempted to undue the
election that he lost...
and Trump has the gall
to accuse Maggie Good-
lander and others of
“seditious behavior pun-
ishable by death” for
telling our military that
they don’t need to fol-
low illegal orders. The
only person who exhibit-
ed seditious behavior
was Trump himself on
Jan 6.

So where is the Re-
publican Party? Where
is this Party that stands
for strength, liberty and
the U.S. Constitution? It
is very obvious where
they are. They are cow-
ering and/or they are
kissing you know what.
They are sheepishly go-
ing along with Trump
even though he is the
antithesis of what they
claim to stand for. Too
few Republicans have
had the courage to
speak out against the
corrupt, vindictive and
unpresidential behavior

that oozes daily from the
White House like a
lanced boil. These brave
souls have consequently
made themselves tar-
gets of Trump’s “Justice”
Department goons.

Our country’s found-
ers designed our democ-
racy with three equal
branches of govern-
ment: executive, legisla-
tive and judicial- a sys-
tem of checks and bal-
ances that has worked
for 250 years. Trump
either doesn’t under-
stand this system be-
cause he is too dumb or
doesn’'t care about it
which makes him dan-
gerous and a threat to
our democratic princi-
ples. Republicans con-
trol the House and Sen-
ate. They have the pow-
er, the authority and the
responsibility to protect
our democracy. Cower-
ing is unacceptable. All
that it takes for evil to
triumph is for good peo-
ple to do nothing.

Bruce Stern

Londonderry

Londonderry Times welcomes letters of up to 500 words on topics of local interest, and prints as many letters as
possible. Please e-mail your letters to the Londonderry Times at londonderrytimes@nutpub.net. All letters must
include the writer's name, address and phone number for verification if needed; name and town of residence will
be printed. Londonderry Times reserves the right to reject or edit letters content. Anonymous letters will not be
printed. Letters received/printed do not reflect the views of the publisher.

'Run the Ralil Trail 4-Miler"

tarting and finishing
Sat the Aviation Mus-
eum, the run/walk

event will take partici-
pants on a winding route
through North London-
derry, with the newest
stretch of the Rail Trail.

The race starts at 9
a.m. and is open to all
runners and walkers.
The event is a fundraiser
to support the non-profit
Aviation Museum's youth
education programs.

Registration for the
race is $25 until March
31. The fee is discounted
to $20 for those 12 and
under, and 62 and above.
Starting April 1, the fee is
$30; $25 for those 12 and
under and 62 or above.
Registration on Race Day
is $50 per person.

The first 100 regis-
trants will receive an
official "Run the Rail
Trail 4-Miler" shirt. Priz-
es will be awarded to the
top three male and fe-
male finishers. Partici-
pants may register on-
line at www.runsignup.c-
om; under “Find a Race,”
search for "Aviation
Museum.” More informa-
tion is also available at
www.aviationmuseu-
mofnh.org.

Participants can reg-
ister to be a “fundraiser”
and enlist support from
friends and family to aid
the non-profit Aviation
Museum of N.H. Sup-
porters may also donate
directly to the Aviation
Museum of N.H. via the
road race registration

page.

New this year: a
'Pilot in Training' 100-
yard fun run at 8:30 a.m.
for boys and girls up to
age 8. All kids receive a
prize at the finish; there
is no cost to enter the
fun run. "Our 'Run the
Rail Trail 4-Miler' event
is not recommended for
participants with stroll-
ers. Also, no pets are
allowed.

The Aviation Muse-
um is also seeking vol-
unteers for Race Day.
Those interested should
contact Leah Dearborn
at (603) 669-4877 or at
Idearborn@nhahs.org.
For more information,
visit www.aviationmuse-
umofnh.org or call (603)
669-4877.
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routes.

Pillsbury Road Pump Station - Force Main
and Gravity Interceptor Construction

March 2026 - November 2026

Beginning March 16, 2026, (weather permitting)
contractor will be performing ledge probes beginning on
Bancroft Road proceeding to Hardy Road, then to
Pillsbury Road. Expect alternating, one way, traffic
during this time.

Residents should expect delays and seek alternate
We apologize for any inconvenience and thank you for

your cooperation. Any question contact the
Department of Public Works at 603-432-1100 X193

[ —— - Construction Zone ]

Librar

Continued er page 1
offset the cost of the
emergency work.

Interim Library Dir-
ector Donna Plante told
the Council that more
extensive mold testing is
needed as part of Phase 1,
noting that the original
scope did not fully ac-
count for the level of as-
sessment now required.

“The more extensive
mold testing needed to
be done has a cost that
wasn’t included in the
original scope,” Plante
said. She explained that
the Library is preparing
a change order for
$25,613 to cover the

Costs

additional testing.
Plante said the initial
testing included only six
samples across various
areas of the building,
primarily air samples,
with just one surface
sample and one outdoor
control sample. Now
that results have come
back showing areas of
concern, a second round
of testing is necessary.
“We don’'t want to
invite the public back
without being 100% cer-
tain there is no mold in
the building,” she said.
Plante noted that the
Library will continue
working with the same

environmental testing
company, which is
based in Londonderry.

“They’ve been good
to work with,” she said.
“They provided us a lot
of information and did a
tour of the building to
determine  where it
would make the most
sense to do the testing.”

Originally, the first
round of testing was
expected to cost around
$30,000, but the Library
was able to negotiate
the cost down to under
$20,000.

Town Manager Shaun
Mulholland emphasized
the importance of get-
ting the testing and
remediation right the

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

PFOA PROGRAM IS BAck!
Offering Zero Out of Pocket
for Treatment System

Call John at Mainline Plumbing

MAINLINE Treatment

e PILUMBING
e WELL PUMPS
o WATER

— 603-391-4639 —

Mulholland stressed
that the Library is not
seeking additional fund-

issues in the future.
“The Library isn’t the

only building that has

issues in town that

first time.
“We’re going to be
investing a lot of money

into the building,” he
said. “We want to make
sure that we don’t have

should have been track-
ed a long time ago,” he

ing from the Town Coun-
cil at this time. The addi-
tional testing costs will

be covered within the
original $257,189 ap-
proved for Phase 1.

The Council accept-
ed the update without
objection.

said. “We have fire sta-
tions in the same spot.
We don’t want to get to
the same problems the
Library is currently fac-

ing.”

to do this again.”
Mulholland pointed
to the town’s forthcom-
ing asset management
system as a critical tool
for preventing similar

— —
v it ;
ASSISTED LIVING

JOIN US FOR AN

Easter
‘ €99 Hunt ’

—_

Egg_hunt for kids age 9
and above:
2-3pm
Signs will be posted to mark
designated areas!

Egg hunt for kids age 8 w Wk
and below: s
1-2pm
Signs will be posted to mark
designated areas!

Saturday March 28th
1 Button Dr Londonderry NH
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he Londonderry
Town Council re-
ceived an update

last week on a new non-
profit effort aimed at
renovating the aging
basketball courts on Nel-
son Road.

Assistant Recreation
Director Doug Cole told
the Council that the
condition of the courts
has been a recurring
concern for years, and
the department was
recently approached by
a group seeking to for-
mally organize as a non-
profit to take on the
project. The group, now
officially certified as
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Town Council Briefed on Future of Nelson Road Basketball Courts

the Restore the Recs
Foundation, hopes to
renovate the courts

and create a long term
funding source for
maintenance.

“The need for

repairs and upgrades at
the Town’s two basket-
ball courts on Nelson
Road are long overdue,”
Cole wrote in a memo to
the Council. “The Recre-
ation Department was
approached by the Lon-
donderry Restore the
Recs organization with
a renovation project
idea, as well as provid-
ing a means of funding
with hopes of complet-
ing the project in late
spring or early summer

of 2026.”

Representatives from
the foundation outlined
their mission, which
includes:

1. Raising funds for
the construction, repair,
and upkeep of public
recreational basketball
courts at LAFA Field.

2. Supporting the
growth of basketball as
a community resource
through programs, clin-
ics, and public events.

3. Partnering with
the Town and civic org-
anizations to ensure
long term access to qu-
ality recreational facili-
ties.

4. Promoting inclu-
sivity, wellness, and

civic pride through
engagement in sports.

Board member Trev-
or O’Brien told the
Council that basketball
played a major role in
his life growing up, and
he hopes to see the
courts become a place
where the community
can gather again. He
noted that the current
courts are in poor condi-
tion and are rarely used
for basketball.

“Our goal is to make
it a viable place for peo-
ple who want to play,”
O’Brien said.

The foundation’s first
phase focuses on basic
but essential upgrades,
including:

* Removing Fencing
e Removing Four
Existing Hoops
* Removing Benches
e Temporarily Mov-
ing Boulders for
Equipment Access
e Tearing Out Exist-
ing Asphalt Surface
Layers
* Painting
e Installing
Hoops
Cole said completing
these foundational im-
provements will create a
safe, inviting environ-
ment and set the stage
for future enhance-
ments.
Board members re-
ported that the original
project estimate was

New

$120,000, which they
have already secured
through fundraising and
donated labor and mate-
rials. With Phase 1 fully
funded, the group plans
to move into Phase 2
and begin accepting tax-
crediteligible donations
through their nonprofit
status.

When asked about
the timeline, Cole said
the project depends on
coordination with the
Department of Public
Works and volunteers
providing labor and
materials. The goal is to
complete Phase 1 by
this spring or early sum-
mer.

Kim Noyes to Take Over as School s Student Services Director

he Londonderry
School District is
proud to announce

the hiring of Kimberly
Noyes as the new Stu-
dent Services Director
starting July 1, 2026. Her
candidacy was unani-
mously approved by
both the large and
diverse interview com-
mittee and the School
Board to fill the open
position due to the
retirement Kimberly
Carpinone.

Noyes comes to Lon-
donderry from the Pel-
ham School District,

where she has served as
the Student Services
Director since 2023.
Prior to Pelham, Noyes
worked as the Special
Education Coordinator
at Bedford High School
for several years. She
has also worked teach-
ing and consulting for
several local Districts
throughout her career.
Noyes carries several
leadership and special
education certifications:
Emotional and Behav-
ioral Disorders, Special
Education Administra-
tion, Principal, and Gen-

Suite 14

ORTHODONTICS
25 Indian Rock Rd. &

Windha.m, NH

LT
™ . ® &
invi: allgn

Danielle C. Ross, DMD

603.216.1188
www. WindhamOrthodontics.com

Kimberly Noyes will be
the new Student Ser-
vices Director starting
on July 1, 2026.

eral Special Education.
She has served as a

trainer for both CPI Cri-
sis Prevention and Trau-
ma-Informed Mindsets.
Currently, she is com-
pleting her Doctoral of
Educational Leadership.
Her extensive knowl-
edge of learners and
experience with compli-
ance requirements will
serve Londonderry well.

Noyes is excited to
begin her new role in
Londonderry. She states,
“l am entirely grateful for
the opportunity that LSD
has offered me. The
enthusiasm for learning
and community engage-
ment was palpable in my

time with them through
this hiring process.
Their curiosity was con-
tagious as they inquired
about the possibilities
for their schools in the
years ahead. | am excit-
ed to continue my lead-
ership journey with
them as we enter the
next generation of cre-
ative programming!”
Superintendent Dan
Black is happy to add
Noyes to his Leadership
Team. He shares, “In
addition to her time as
Student Services Direc-
tor in Pelham, Kim has
served as both an edu-

cator and a building
level administrator in
special education, pro-
viding her with a strong
background in all facets
of special education and
student services. The
hiring committee was
very impressed with
Kim’s people-skills, her
collaborative and empa-
thetic leadership style,
her technical knowledge
in the area of student
services, and her advo-
cacy for students and
families. We are excited
for her to join the Lon-
donderry School District

School & Town Election Results

The Londonderry Times will post the Town and School Election results on our Facebook page on
Wednesday, March 11, once they are released. Due to the newspaper’s print schedule it is imposi-
ble for us to publish the results in this week’s paper. Contact us at londonderrytimes@nutpub.net.

BANKRUPTCY

GET BILL COLLECTORS OFF YOUR ;
P

BACK AUTOMATIC STAY STOPS |
DEBT COLLECTION &% 4
START OVER WITH A CLEAN SLATE ‘\‘g/

4 Birch St.
Derry, NH
(603) 437-2643

Law Offices of

www.attorney-myers.com

126A Pleasant Valley St.
Andrew D. Myel‘s Suite 11, Methuen, MA

(978) 691-5453

We are a debt relief agency. We help people file for bankruptcy relief under the U.S. bankruptcy code
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bill designed to
Astrengthen New
Hampshire’s small

businesses and preserve
the state’s rapidly
shrinking local news
ecosystem is moving for-
ward with new clarity
and momentum. HB
1420, the Lift Our Com-
munities Advertise Loc-
ally Act, was introduced
by Rep. Kristine Perez at
the request of local pub-
lisher Debra Paul, who
has been sounding the
alarm for years about
the financial pressures
facing both small busi-
nesses and community
journalism.

“l asked Rep. Perez to
sponsor this bill be-
cause | see every day
how hard it has become
for small businesses to
reach local customers,”
Paul said. “HB 1420 gives
them a fair shot while
keeping their dollars
right here in New Hamp-

shire.”

Originally drafted as
a temporary tax credit
program for small busi-
nesses that advertise
with local media, the bill
has now been reshaped
by the House Ways and
Means Committee into a
more streamlined and
administratively work-
able proposal. The new
amendment, 20260889h,
replaces the original lan-
guage with a clearer
structure that the De-
partment of Revenue
Administration (DRA)
says will be far easier to
implement.

Under the revised
bill:

e Small businesses
with fewer than 50
employees may claim a
50% tax credit on quali-
fying advertising pur-
chased from local news
organizations.

e The credit is
capped at $2,500 per
year.

e Credits cannot be

Electronics Recyclingm

IN Hudson,

ome to the Alvirne
CHigh School Park-
ing Lot on Satur-
day May 16, from 8 a.m. -
noon and drop off
unused or broken elec-
tronics. Open to resi-
dents of NH, MA, or ME.
[tems vary in price,
some examples include:
$20: Computers, Lap-
tops, Projectors
$25. Copiers, Print-
ers, Vacuums, Monitors,
$35: Dehumidifiers,
Microwaves, Air Condi-
tioners
$10: Radios, Stereos,

May 16

CD/DVD/Blue Ray player
$5. Modems, Cameras,
Cell Phones, Tablets
Cash, Venmo, or checks
payable to: “HUDSON-
LITCHFIELD Rotary Club”
Proceeds support: Col-
lege and Vocational Scho-
larships; Local Service
Needs; Housing, and
Food Pantry Agencies;
as well as Other Commu-
nity Service Projects.
For more information
603-882-5289, visit the
groups Facebook page
or website https://por-
tal.clubrunner.ca/2931.

ﬁ.’a{m’y Funeral Homes

and Crematorim

15 Birch Street
Derry, NH 03038 2

290 Mammoth Road
Londonderry, NH 03053

Ph: (603) 432-2801 < Fx: (603) 432-0152
www. peabodyfuneralhome.com
Email: office@peabodyfuneralhome.com

Erik E. Peabody  Craig B. Peabody
Owners & Funeral Directors

carried forward and are
not refundable.

e Businesses must
submit documentation,
including a signed certi-
fication from the local
news organization they
advertise with.

e Any news outlet
issuing a false certifica-
tion faces a $5,000 -
$10,000 civil penalty.

» The statewide total
of credits issued cannot
exceed $2.5 million per
fiscal year.

e The bill also in-
cludes a small increase
in the tobacco stamp
rate and a $40,000 ap-
propriation to the DRA
to update its internal
systems.

The amendment also
provides a clear defini-
tion of “local news org-
anization”,  requiring
that outlets employ pro-
fessionals to produce
original reporting and
meet membership re-
quirements of the New
Hampshire Press Asso-
ciation or the New
Hampshire Broadcast-
ers Association.

This ensures that the
credit supports real
journalism, not publica-
tions that are advertis-
ing only or national plat-
forms.

Why the Bill Matters

Supporters say HB
1420 addresses two
urgent challenges: the
rising cost of reaching
customers for small
businesses, and the
financial strain on local
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House Bill Evolves to Support Small Businesses, Local News

news outlets as advertis-
ing dollars continue to
migrate to national
and/or digital platforms.

“Local news and
local businesses rise
together,” Paul said.
“When small businesses
thrive, they advertise.
When they advertise
locallyy, communities
stay informed. HB 1420
strengthens both sides
of that relationship.”

In written testimony,
Carol Robidoux, publish-
er of Manchester Ink
Link and Nashua Ink
Link, emphasized that
the bill is not a subsidy
for journalism. “This bill
does not subsidize jour-
nalism. It does not pick
winners. And it does not
put government in the
newsroom,” she wrote.
“What it does is simple:
it gives small, New
Hampshire businesses
an incentive to advertise
with local newspapers
and broadcasters that
are actually doing the
work of covering our
towns, city  halls,
schools, courts, and
neighborhoods.”

A Local Solution to a
National Problem
Across the country,

local newsrooms are
shrinking or closing
entirely. When that hap-
pens, research shows
that communities expe-
rience:
e Lower Civic En-
gagement
e Higher Long Term
Municipal Costs

)

G'm'é Breault Law
& Mediation

Family Law e Estate Planning

238 Central St., Unit 13, Hudson, NH
www.breaultlaw.com
603-821-9052
fax: 866-656-0472

amy@breaultlaw.com

e Less Transparency
* More Misinforma-
tion
« Declining
Turnout
Paul said the timing
of HB 1420 is critical.
“We’re at a point where
national platforms are
draining advertising dol-
lars out of New Hamp-
shire. | wanted to bring
forward a solution that
keeps that money local,
supporting our busi-
nesses, our jobs, and

Voter
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our civic life.”

She added, “I brought
this idea forward be-
cause | believe in local
solutions. New Hamp-
shire communities de-
serve strong small busi-
nesses and strong local
news, this bill supports
both.”

With the amendment
in place, HB 1420 now
moves forward as a
clearer, more targeted
economic development
tool to the Senate.

OBITUARY

Ronald Bettez
Ronald Bettez, 84, of Londonderry,

= the home he built with his own hands.

Ron was a hardworking and devoted
family man whose life was rooted in ded-
ication, integrity, and love. He believed
in showing up every day, putting in the work, and provid-
ing for the people he cherished most. His strength was
steady, and his presence a constant source of comfort.

He proudly served as a Military Police officer in the
U.S. Army Reserve, carrying that same sense of duty and
responsibility into every aspect of his life. In his youth,
Ron was also a proud Pinkerton Astro, a connection that
remained a meaningful part of his story and local roots.

Ron dedicated more than 50 years of his life to his
work before retiring from Jamco Excavators (formerly
Midway Excavators). His commitment, reliability, and
strong work ethic defined his career and earned him the
respect of colleagues turned lifelong friends.

A true sports enthusiast, Ron’s happiest moments
were often found on the field, sidelines or in the stands.
He rarely missed a game; whether playing, cheering for
his children and grandchildren, or watching his favorite
teams. He shared his love of sports generously, taking the
kids fishing, bringing them to countless sporting events,
and turning ordinary weekends into lifelong memories.

Ron gave back to his community in meaningful ways.
He proudly served as a baseball coach and assistant
football coach, mentoring his children and young ath-
letes not only in the fundamentals of the game but in
sportsmanship and perseverance. His dedication
extended beyond the field, as he helped build the Lon-
donderry Recreation baseball fields, leaving a lasting
mark on the town he loved and the generations who will
continue to play there.

One of Ron’s proudest accomplishments was build-
ing his family home, complete with a pool and cabana
that became the heart of countless summer gatherings.
He maintained what many fondly called “the most pris-
tine pool in town”, a reflection of his work ethic and
attention to detail. That home stood as a symbol of his
devotion to family, a place where children grew, grand-
children played, and Sundays were filled with laughter
and spirited conversations about the latest games.

Ron was predeceased by his parents, Lorenzo and
Florence (Simpson) Bettez, and his son-in-law, Douglas
Michno.

He is survived by his beloved wife of 60 years, Mau-
reen (Gibbs) Bettez; his children, Keith Bettez, Jeffrey
and his wife Tracie (Miele) Bettez, and Ronda Bettez;
eight grandchildren; and five great-grandchildren, all of
whom were the pride and joy of his life.

Though he will be profoundly missed, his lessons,
his stories, the memories made on ballfields, fishing
docks, beside his beloved pool, and yes, even his corny
Dad jokes, will fondly live on in the hearts of those who
loved him. Forever loved. Forever remembered.

There are no services scheduled at this time.
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Addams Famil

The Ovation Theatre Company has been preparing for it April production
of the Addams Family Musical. Actors were in a dress rehearsal recently as
they get ready for the April 3 and April 4 shows. Morticia is played by Elyse
Holme; Adam Mungia is Gomez; Evelinn Roach has the role of Wednesday and
Crosby Curtis will play Pugsley. Photos by Chris Paul
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= COMMERCIAL OPEN HOUSE Bas[m’,as
2\5(
e MARCH 16TH - MARCH 21ST 0\1\\35“

« 10% OFF Milwaukee « 19% OFF Echo & Shindaiwa 2-Cycle
« Buy 2, Get 1Free Blade Sale - 0% for 48 or 60 Months FIIIEIHGIII!I
« 15% OFF RedMax 2-Cycle « Parts Flea Market

Get a Jump on Your Lawn!
XT1 LT42 IntelliPower XT1LT46

13A6A9TS010 Cub Cadel:. 13APA9TTA10 Cub Cadel”

* 42" Cutting Wide * 46" Cutting Wide
* 22HP Twin-Cylinder Kohler® Engine' |
» Electric Start Y

52,599

* 547cc Cub Cadet Engine'
* Electric Start

$2,399

Schedule Your Tractor or
Mower Early For Service!

Now is the best time to get itin
before the Spring rush hits!

Call (888) 621-1100 to Schedule!

(Service at our Hooksett & Salem Stores Only)

ON ANY NEW LAWN TRACTOR o
OR Z-TURN MOWER 2

p—

(603) 505 4424
150 Nashua Road
Londonderry, NH 03053

Thank You For Your Support!
We Offer Pick Up & Delivery! w Service What We Sell!

www.turfdepot.com

to Takethe Opera House Stage |r'17 April

— VoteD “Best OF” HEALING StuDIO! —

Expert Massage Therapy, Cupping,

Hot Stone Massage, Reiki, Sound
Healing & Prenatal Massage.
Designed for Pain Relief, Deep
Relaxation, and Total Renewal

1 Nashua Rd., Londonderry
Open 7 Days a Week: 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.

l\‘; Easy Online Booking &

amta  #hee.  www.sagelotushealing.com &:

TAX $ 125 3¢

PREPARATION Age 50+ Special!

Complete Tax Preparation

S E RV ] C E S *Includes electronic filing - Federal/State

$199 - Ages 49 and Younger

L LC Applies to Personal Tax Returns Only - Additional Charges May Apply
-_—

Book Online or Call Today!
www.Portertaxes.com - (603) 421-6895

80 Nashua Rd. (Rt.102) Suite A4
Londonderry, NH 03053







