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Sen I Or Seal Former North School student Caleb

Haseltine attended the Senior Breakfast this week and was shown a pic-
ture of his fourth grade class by Niccole Martinez. Haseltine is currently
training to become a Navy SEAL and will graduate this week. See more
photos from the Senior Breakfast on pages 8 and 9. Photos by Chris Paul

Capital Projects Committee
Created for School District

ALEX MALM
LONDONDERRY TIMES

uring the Tuesday;,
DJune 3 Londonder-

ry School Board
meeting, the School
Board received an up-
date regarding the
potential capital cam-
paign in order to
improve facilities within

the school district.

“This is just a follow-
up to the last meeting,”
Business Administrator
Amity Small said during
the meeting.

Small said since their
May meeting, they have
discussed what a com-
mittee for the initiative
would look like.

“Since the May 20,

2025 Board meeting
when the Athletic Direc-
tor and | presented a
plan to pursue dona-
tions to help fund capi-
tal projects, we met to
discuss forming a com-
mittee, whose charge
would be to formulate a
specific action plan to
begin this process this

continued on page 10
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LONDONDERRY TIMES

wo different junk-
yard license re-
newals were on

the agenda for the most
recent Londonderry
Town Council meeting.

Over the past several
years, the annual re-
newals were sometimes
very contemptuous, but
this year’s license went
fairly easily.

Both junkyards are
currents being sold.

First on the agenda
was Murray’s Auto, on
Hall Road. “On unan-
nounced visits a few
times to Murray’s Junk-
yard the fences were
down and the cars were

A FREE Weekly Publlcatlon

Annual Junkyard Licenses
Approved by Town Councll

stacked too high,” Assis-
tant Building Inspector
Brad Anderson said,
when asked to address
concerns, they were
addressed within 24-48
hours Anderson ex-
plained.

“An inspection of
Murray’s Auto junkyard
was conducted on dates
to determine compli-
ance with their license
conditions in prepara-
tion for renewal,” a
memo to the Town Coun-
cil stated. “No adverse
conditions were ob-
served during the
inspection that would
prohibit renewal of this
license.”

It was explained that

the applicant “continues
to work with DES to
maintain  compliance
with the recommended
Best Management Prac-
tices (BMP). During my
visit, it appeared that
Mr. Dudek is following
proper BMP.” Mr. Ander-
son recommended ap-
proval of Murray’s Auto
junkyard.

“Based on the recent
inspection and other vis-
its to the property dur-
ing the year, it appears
that the applicant is
operating within the
requirements of their
license, and renewal of
the license is recom-
mended,” he wrote in a

continued on page 2

High School Honors Excellence
at Academic Awards Ceremony

MEREDITH KENDRICK
LONDONDERRY TIMES

ondonderry High
L School  honored

more than 150 stu-
dents on Friday during
its 2025 Academic
Awards Ceremony. The
annual event recognized
excellence in academics,
leadership, service, and
character across all
grade levels.

Principal Rick Barnes
opened the afternoon by
commending students’
dedication and accom-
plishments. “Today we
celebrate the remark-
able dedication, perse-
verance, and intellectual
curiosity of our stu-
dents,” he said. “You
make everyone in this
gym and in this school
proud, and your efforts

SPECIAL
LHS GRADUATION

EDITION

Congratulations to the Class of 2025!

in good deeds do not go
unnoticed.”

The ceremony began
with the Junior Book
Awards, presented to
juniors selected by col-
leges and universities
nationwide for their aca-
demic achievement and
community involve-
ment. Among the recipi-
ents were Megan Pete-

continued on page 7
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Library Trustees to Review and

PauL CONYERS
LONDONDERRY TIMES

he Leach Library
I Board of Trustees
opened its June 4
meeting with questions
from residents, who
wanted more clarity on
issues regarding library
activities and employ-
ees.

“One of the things
that came up at the last
meeting was librarians
being ‘at-will’ employ-
ees,” Kate Burbidge. “I
want to point out that
this is incorrect. Librari-
ans and library staff are
actually appointed posi-
tions by the Board of
Trustees, they’re not at-
will, and they’re protect-
ed under RSA 17.”

She  asked the
Trustees to clarify the

difference between ap-
pointed and at-will posi-
tions, adding that ap-
pointed employees can
only be removed for
“malfeasance, misfea-
sance, inefficiency in
office, or incapacity or
unfitness to perform the
said duties.” She wanted
greater clarity in library
job descriptions, espe-
cially with higher-level
positions.

“I looked at job
descriptions from the
NH Library Trustees
Association site,” said
Burbidge. Library Direc-
tor Erin Matlin was
already addressing the
issue of job descrip-
tions, passing out a new
draft for the other
Trustees to review.

“l did create a job

description based on
things | do, and that
should be in my job
description. | did con-
sult 11 other libraries
with their job descrip-
tions, as well as what |
do on a daily basis,”
said Matlin. “I'd like to
pass this out for the
Board to review for next
time.”

Trustee Chair Liz
Thomas wanted more
time to pin down a more
accurate job descrip-
tion for the Library
Director. “If we could
see what Erin does, we
may need to know if we
should add some text,”
said Thomas, who also
wanted to wrap up the
Director’s yearly per-
formance review at the
same time. “Let’s have

Revise Director Job Description

all of the Director things
done at once.”

Board Treasurer Jan
McLaughlin agreed, rec-
ommending the Trustee
take them up together.

“One shouldn’'t be
done without the other,”
she said.

With a busy summer
schedule, the Leach
Library Board of Trus-
tees voted to postpone
discussions related to
the Library Director to a
special meeting on Wed-
nesday, July 23. Other
members of the public
asked for changes to
library policy, including
the complete abolition
of fines.

“I would like the
Trustees to consider
going fine free with the
remainder of the collec-

tion. Currently, we are
fine free on reading
materials, and we went
totally fine free for the
summer in 2022 to really
positive feedback from
the community in that,”
said Megan Donovan
who was speaking as a
resident of Londonder-
ry. “When we did resume
fines, it was for DVDs,
Library of Things, and
music.” She argued that
removing all remaining
fines was “the most
impactful thing” that the
Trustees could do for
lower-income families.
“If they have no
money for coffee, they
have no money to pay
for a five-dollar fine if
they are late with a
movie,” said Donovan.
“That would also help

families who are busy,
everybody is busy right
now.”

She suggested put-
ting an “amnesty jar” in
the library as a replace-
ment and encouraging
patrons to donate in lieu
of paying a fine. Dona-
tions would be trans-
ferred into the Leach
Library book account.

The Trustees did not
immediately commit to a
new policy but thanked
Donovan for the sugges-
tion. “We're certainly
going to take that and
work on it,” said
Thomas.

The next meeting of
the Leach Library Board
of Trustees is scheduled
for Wednesday, July 9, at
7 p.m. in the Leach
Library meeting room.

Junk

Continued fry m page 1

memo.
The second license
application was for S&S
Metals, on Rockingham
Road.
“No adverse condi-
tions were observed

ards

during the inspection
that would prohibit
renewal of this license,”
he wrote in a memo.
“The applicant contin-
ues to work with DES to
maintain  compliance
with the recommended

Open Sat. & Sun. 8am - 3pm April - Oct
NEW ENGLAND'S LARGEST AND FINEST
Weekend Fun at the Flea Market!

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF
OUR FREE OFFER TO YOU
FOR A FREE LARGE SPACE
WITH 2 FREE TABLES THE

ENTIRE WEEKEND!

Best Management Prac-
tices (BMP). Due to the
nature of the junkyard
operation as determined
by DES, Mr. Solimini also
operates as a metal recy-
cling facility for the non-
automotive metals
received at this site.”
Like with Murray’s it
was recommended to

approve the license for
S&S Metals.

“Based on the recent
inspection and other vis-
its to the property dur-
ing the year, it appears
that the applicant is
operating within the
requirements of their
license, and renewal of
the license is recom-
mended,” he wrote.

Both  applications
were approved by the
Town Council with Town
Councilor Deb Paul
recusing herself.

Another agenda item
was in regards to a
request to withdraw
$15,908 from the Recla-
mation Trust Fund for

recycling carts. Director
of Engineering & Envi-
ronmental Services John
Trottier explained dur-
ing the meeting that it
would be to purchase
210 recycling carts.

The request to with-
draw the funds was
unanimously approved
by the Town Council.

Also during the meet-
ing, the Town Council
accepted the resigna-
tions of two members of
the Zoning Board of
Adjustment.

One of the ZBA mem-
bers who resigned was
Irene Macarelli, and the
other was recently
appointed member

David Burnham.

It was also agreed on
by the Town Council to
conduct meetings twice
a month during the sum-
mer months like they
normally do all year
round.

Typically during the
summer, the Town Coun-
cil goes to a once-a-
month schedule.

It was noted that if
issues arise or if there
aren’t any agenda items
then they can cancel the
meeting.

The next Town Coun-
cil meeting is slated to
take place on June 16
beginning at 7 p.m.

Congratulation to the Class of 2025

TINKHAM
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ALEX MALM
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t the recent Plan-
ning Board meet-
ing, the Board dis-

cussed a proposed am-
endment to remove the
Route 28 Performance
Overlay District.

“The proposed am-
endment is to remove
the Route 28 Perfor-
mance Overlay District
in its entirety,” Assis-
tant Town Manager Kel-
lie Caron said.

Caron explained pre-
viously that it was brou-
ght to the Board about
two years ago, to look
at both that and the
Route 102 overlay dis-
trict.

“The outcome of
that was we just want to
look at 28 only,” Caron

said.

She stated that it
was originally adopted
in 2002, the idea at the
time to keep it in line
with the 1997 Master
Plan.

Caron explained pre-

viously that it had
objectives to “regulate
development and

ensure that the infra-
structure in that corri-
dor could be support-
ed,” explaining that it
was during the expan-
sion of 1-93, that it was
also an effort to limit big
box stores at the time.
She explained that
as part of it, properties
in the overlay have
additional requirements
for setbacks and land-
scape buffers.
“Removing the over-

lay in its entirety, the
primary thing it does is
remove those addition-
al dimensional condi-
tions or requirements,”
Caron said.

At a previous meet-
ing, Caron explained to
the Planning Board that
the performance over-
lay district was not
meant to be permanent
and that the intention
was for it to be
removed one day.

Caron noted that by
removing it, there
would be more oppor-
tunities for redevelop-
ment, something peo-
ple think there is a
need for that area, not-
ing that there is a limit-
ed amount of vacant
lots in that area.

Caron explained
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Board Recommends Removal of Performance Overlay District

that by removing the
overlay, there would be
the opportunity for
more redevelopment in
the area.

She stated during
the meeting, that the
Planning Board was
being asked to make a
recommendation to the
Town Council on the
proposed amendment.

There the Town
Council would be the
body that would make
the final decision on the
amendment following a
first reading and then a
public hearing.

Caron noted there
are currently 41 lots in
the overlay district.

She also explained
that if they were to re-
move the performance
overlay district, all the

properties would still
be subject to its under-
lying zoning.

“The  commercial
zoning that exists there
today is going to
remain,” Caron said.

During public com-
ment, Robin Stewart,
who lives on Mammoth
Road and has been
vocal about the issue at
prior meetings, said she
is concerned about
potential new growth
coming to this area
without the overlay dis-
trict there may be
increased traffic.

“If we remove the
overlay and just let peo-
ple...  build bigger
things, we’re  just
adding more traffic,”
she said.

Another resident,
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Dave Robbins, said he
thinks that having the
performance overlay
district allows them to
have more control over
what people can build
on their properties.

“My  opinion is
there’s nothing in here
that’s bad. | think these
are good goals for us,
and | think we should
keep the overlay in
place,” he said.

Despite the con-
cerns brought up, the
Planning Board unani-
mously approved rec-
ommending this be
moved to the Town
Council to remove the
performance overlay
district in its entirety.

The next Planning
Board meeting is set for
July 2, at 7 p.m.

School Board Approves Bid for Seven New

ALEX MALM
LONDONDERRY TIMES

he School Board

I reviewed bids for a

new copier lease
during its meeting.

Business Administra-
tor Amity Small explain-
ed that seven copiers in
the district's fleet need
new leases.

“We posted the RFP
for copiers on March 27,
2025, and it was open for
bidding until April 23,
2025,” Small wrote in a
memo to the School
Board. “During that win-

dow, we received only 1
bid from Northern Busi-
ness Machines.”

Small explained that
after receiving only one
initial bid, the district
contacted additional
vendors in an effort to
solicit more proposals.

“We then reached out
to four other copier ven-
dors and extended the
deadline for 1 more
week,” Small wrote in a
memo. “Three of the
vendors declined to sub-
mit a bid, and one sub-
mitted a bid for part of

the RFP, not including
per copy cost nor serv-
ice for the fleet.”

After reviewing the
bids, the administration
decided to recommend
Northern Business
Machines.

“After reviewing that
bid for comparison, we
are once again recom-
mending that we enter
into a lease with North-
ern Business Machines
for seven copiers and
maintenance/service
agreement  for  all
copiers districtwide,”

HAROLD ESTEY LUMBER

& LANDSCAPING MATERIALS
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9 Old Nashua Rd., (onrt. 102) Londonderry, NH « 432-5184

Early Pre-Buy N.E. Wood Pellets & Fire Wood

Small wrote. “The NBM
bid saves us about
$9,000 from current
costs. All bids are for a
60-month lease and
include a non-appropria-
tion clause.”

Small explained that
the district has been
leasing copy machines
from Northern Business
Machines for nearly two
decades.

“Londonderry  has
been leasing the copy
machine/printers from
Northern Business
Machines since 2007,”

Small said.

She added that the
company has consis-
tently provided reliable
service.

“During this time,
Northern Business has
serviced the District well
and has always been
quick to respond to our
needs for servicing or
replacing copy mach-
ines/printers,” Small
wrote. “They are an
authorized Canon dealer
who can get replacement
parts directly from the
manufacturer, and they

< ' CONGRATULATIONS, - -
2025 GRADUATES! .

- 3 From all of us at Higgins Allstate Insurance — we're .

]
include 24,000,000 B/W
pages and 1,700,000
color pages for up to 60
months of the lease,
which other vendors do
not include. Additionally,
we are adding Papercut
to the Fleet, which will
help us reduce excess
copies and ensure confi-

dentiality of printed
materials.”
The School Board

unanimously approved
the request to award the
bid to Northern Busi-
ness Machines during
the meeting.
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Editorial

Graduation Wishes

Graduation marks the end of
childhood and is that defining
moment in life that helps shape your
future.

Class of 2025, you are being
asked to step into the future, what-
ever that may be, with more pur-
pose, vision, passion, and hope. |
wish | could assure you that this
journey will be easy, but | cannot.
What | do know is that the path
ahead will be filled with challenges
and wonders, along with uncertainty
as you venture into the world. By
harnessing your imagination and
creativity, you will achieve great-
ness. These qualities will sustain you
through whatever lies ahead. It is the
resourcefulness you have cultivated,
along with your ability to confront
the fear of the unknown, that will
make this class shine above all oth-
ers.

Like a phoenix rising from the
ashes, your class has faced chal-
lenges, and now you have the oppor-
tunity to create and define a new
normal. With your skills and leader-
ship, you will demonstrate how you
will shape your world.

Take pride in the person you
have become and in what you have
achieved. Remember that your fami-
ly, friends, and neighbors are proud
of you. We all want to show you how
proud we are of you and to shine a
light on the pride you should have in
yourself.

From a parent's perspective,
graduation serves as a poignant
reminder of the passage of time. We
recollect the trusting eyes of a new-

born, holding your hand on your
first day of school, and no matter
how grown-up you are, we will
always see you from this perspec-
tive, depending on us for support as
you navigate the world. As parents,
we often overlook our own aging
until a significant moment, like hear-
ing our child's name announced at
graduation, occurs.

This transition is both exciting
and a little scary for both students
and parents; graduation is a rite of
passage. At the start of your journey
into adulthood, you will make your
own life choices, each with its conse-
guences. You only get one life, so
don't waste it - make it fabulous.

To the graduates, now is the time
to consider what you want to pursue
and where you want to go, both liter-
ally and metaphorically. Reflect on
your journey to understand how you
arrived at this point. Mistakes are
inevitable, so do not be afraid to make
them. You will learn and grow from
these experiences because mistakes
are life's teachers. Embrace your
dreams with courage. Be safe. Be
bold.

Congratulations to both parents
and students and best wishes for
what lies ahead. We, the older gener-
ation, will tackle the immediate chal-
lenges presented by this pandemic
while you help heal the wounds it
exposes. You will define a new nor-
mal for your future on this planet.
You are resilient, using today's tech-
nological tools to create the technol-
ogy of tomorrow, making the world a
happier, healthier place for all of us.
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Complaints or Vendetta?

To the editor,

| watched, via You-
Tube, the Public Com-
ments portion of the
June 2 Town Council
meeting.

Based on what | wit-
nessed, it seems the
vendetta against Deb
Paul is continuing by for-
mer members of the
town central govern-
ment. During her first
term on Council the for-
mer Town Manager, Mich-
ael Malaguti, filed a com-
plaint over a word she
used.

It wound up going to
trial. The judge catago-
rized the case as frivo-
lous and Ms. Paul’s was
reimbursed court costs
and legal fees. It cost us,
the taxpayers, approxi-
mately $15,000 for that
complaint.

Now, former Town
Councillor John Farrell
has filed a number of
new complaints. All |
read and see is Deb Paul
wanting to look at revis-
ing the way some things
are done. Housing and
future development as
an example. What is so
wrong with wanting to
investigate and discuss
possible ways of doing
things? Why are people
so threatened?

| do not know what
the complaints against
Ms. Paul are, and what
evidence exists to sub-
stantiate the allegations.
However from listening to
the Public Comments it
appears that the Council
has the ability to dismiss
complaints but like in
2024, they chose not to.

The Council directed
the Town Manager to re-
tain a third party investi-
gator and find if the
complaints are valid.

Letters

The town will pay for
Ms. Paul’'s attorney
along with the cost of
the investigator.

On the topic of Ms.
Paul’s attorney, he was
present at the June 2
meeting which bothered
some individuals. Given
what happened back in
2024, can you blame her
for wanting legal repre-
sentation at a meeting
where new complaints
would be heard?

Hopefully when the
investigation is over this
vendetta will end and for
the sake of the town
those in central govern-
ment can focus on town
business.

Mike Yochim

Londonderry

About Impact Fees

To the editor,

| have heard that the
taxpayers are going to
pony up $65,000 to help
out a developer by pav-
ing a portion of Wilson
Road, why eludes me.

Think it is time to
really give serious con-
sideration to Impact Fees.
Everyone complains about
traffic, but little is done.
We are going to need
road improvements and
maybe some traffic lights
etc. We had impact fees
from 1983 to 2013, and
many other towns still
have them, it would
seem that now is the
time that we get our act
together.

In 1996 when we built
the Library, | was on the
Building Committee, and
we received $392,000
from impact fees toward
the cost. During the same
time the High School
had an addition and that
project got $592,000.
These figures came from

the 1996, 1997, 1998
Town Reports and dur-
ing these years there
was also money for oth-
er uses such as West Fire
District, Rtes. 102 and 28.

Total impact fees for
the 3 years was $1,765,000.
Probably doesn’t sound
like a lot of money but
these were 1990’s dol-
lars and for some com-
parison the total Town
Budget was about 15
million.

So let’s stop com-
plaining about traffic
and try doing something
about it.

Betsy McKinney,

Londonderry

Governor Ayotte
Should Attend Meeting

To the editor,

| have been a N.H.
Independent for dec-
ades, and | typically
have voted for republi-
cans and democrats
starting with supporting
JFK in 1960. | was hesi-
tant to vote for Kelly
Ayotte for governor in
the last election because
| was concerned she
would not put NH first
and ahead of partisan
politics. Unfortunately,
this concern came true
when Governor Ayotte
turned down an invita-
tion to meet with other
governors and Canadian
premieres.

Five New England
governors, four democ-
rats and one republican,
plus the governor of NY,
voted to meet as a group
with Canadian premier-
es to discuss improving
trade relations between
the six states and Cana-
dian provinces. NH will
be AWOL.

The six New England

continued on page 5
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Howard Brodsky hands junior Kelsey Sweet the
student journalism award. Courtesy photo

lence and innovation

in student journalism,
the prestigious Brodsky
Prize has announced its
2025 winners, spotlight-
ing the state’s most
promising high school
journalists.

Kelsey Sweet, a jun-
ior at Londonderry High
School, received the
first-place award earn-
ing the $5,000 prize. The
judges noted her clear,
well-sourced  writing
showed initiative and
journalistic  curiosity
that stood out in a com-

I n celebration of excel-

Letters

Continued from page 4
states plus NY conduct
about $73 billion in trade
annually with Canada.
Canada is Maine’s top
trading partner at $6 bil-
lion, and Canada is NH'’s
second leading trading
country at $3 billion. NY
is at $38 billion and MA,
VT, CT and RI account
for $26 billion. Addition-
ally, the tourist industry
heavily relies on Canadi-
an visitors, especially in
the Summer.

Gov. Ayotte should
attend the governors
meeting to provide her
perspective on trade
between the US and
Canada instead of sitting
it out. She should be tak-
ing the high road for the
state of NH.

Donald Moskowitz

Londonderry

Christian Nationalism
and Complaint

To the editor,

Dear Legislatures,
(Londonderry  Neigh-
bors take note) So are
you going to continue to
support freedom ac-
counts? When it is clear
that it is the Christian
Schools that are receiv-
ing the bulk of the
money. Where are the
charter schools that are
formed to serve the sec-
ular public? It seems you
are following the doc-
trines of Project 25. Now
that Musk is gone, we
meet Russell Vought, a
writer of Project 2025
who is working to dis-
mantal our Democratic
Gov't to be replaced
with a Christian, hetero-
normative (gender male,
female heterosexual only)
male-dominated family

f

centered gov't. as the
primary element of soci-
ety, this is to paraphrase
Heather Cox’s Richard-
son June 6, 2025, Letter
to an American. The
Statue of Liberty is cry-
ing.

On a local note; A
shout out and a thank
you for the complaint
becoming public.

Transparency in our
local government is so
necessary. Why should-
n’t, we the Public, know
of the complaints that
have been filed against
one of our neighbors.
The last thing, we who
call Londonderry home,
need is a “shadow dock-
et.” Also let’s not forget
the last time these com-
plaints were filed, it cost
us the taxpayers about
$18,000.

Jane Cooper

Londonderry

e

Marge Badais
fiseirie Eraher

Fatary Public

LLUTE

olkw )

MARGEBADOISKELLERVVILLIAMS

METROPDOLITAN
Looking to Buy or 5ell a Home?

Put My 20 Years of Real Estate Expertise to Work for Youl

With two decades of experience, I'm dedicated to halping you
navlgate the market with confidenca.
real estate journey seambess and rewarding.

Contact me today and let's get started!

can (603) 7 70-4690 mbadois@kw.com

Qer WABlyms Realty Metropnitan Mais ofice ioasns-200 W MargeBadois.com

I'rm here to make your

J

LoNDONDERRY TIMES o JuNE 12, 2025

petitive field, which
showcased the future of
New Hampshire’s jour-
nalistic talent.

The Brodsky Prize
was established in 2018
by father and son,
Howard and Jeffrey
Brodsky. Jeffrey served
as co-editor of his high
school newspaper, The
Little Green, at Man-
chester Central High
School during the 1990s.
His vision for the Prize
was to foster “boldness
and innovation” among
a new generation of stu-
dent journalists.

“l am truly blessed to
be a small part of the
mission that Mr. Brod-
sky and Jeffrey created,”
Sweet said. “I will be a
senior next year at Lon-
donderry, and my plan
is to major in journalism
in college. Although |
never got a chance to
meet Jeffrey, | will con-

tinue to read his works
and let them inspire me
on my own journalism
path.”

Josefina Eliessetch, a
junior from Kearsarge
Regional High School,
received second place
with a $1,000 award, and
Eleanor Rioux, a senior
from Manchester Cen-
tral High School, came in
third place and received
a $500 award.

Since its inception,
the Prize has awarded
more than $70,000 to
outstanding high school
journalists. Jeffrey’s own
background in student
journalism, political sci-
ence, and oral history,
with degrees from Wash-
ington University and
Columbia  University,
fueled a storied career
as a historian and docu-
mentary producer. Prior
to his death in 2023, and
despite a long and chal-
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HS Jumor Recelves Excellence in Student Journalism Award

lenging illness, Jeffrey’s
commitment to The
Brodsky Prize remained
unwavering.

Serving as judges
were: Howard Brodsky,
co-founder of CCA Glob-
al Partners; Misbah
Tahir,  biotechnology
finance executive and
former Little Green co-
editor with Jeffrey; Leah
Todd Lin, New Hamp-
shire Public Radio’s vice
president for audience
strategy; Joseph
McQuaid, former Union
Leader and NH Sunday
News president and pub-
lisher, and Susan Geier,
executive director of the
Nackey S. Loeb School of
Communications.

Learn about The
Brodsky Prize and its
past winners at the-
brodskyprize.org or the
Nackey S. Loeb School of
Communications at
loebschool.or.g

MEW HAMPSHIRE'S LARGEST
GAMING DESTINATION
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Salt Runoff Concerns Cited for Wentworth Warehouse Plan

PauL CONYERS
LONDONDERRY TIMES

he Conservation
Commission met
on May 27 to hear

a presentation from
Jason Lopez of Keach-
Nordstrom Associates
on his submission for a
42,000-square-foot ware-
house on Wentworth
Avenue.

“It's for the storage
of textile products man-
ufactured by a company
here in Londonderry,”
explained Lopez. “This
lot was created as part
of the ecological indus-
trial park back in 2000,
and there was a site
plan for a 61,200 square
foot warehouse
approved back in 2001.”

That plan stalled in
2007. Despite an
attempt to revise the
original design, it was
eventually discovered

that the stormwater
ponds did not comply
with updated regula-
tions, most notably the
requirement for a larger
wetland buffer zone.

“Much of the work
that was in compliance
with zoning at the time
in 2001,” he said. “The
property itself is 13.7
acres and includes
about 2.6 acres of wet-
lands. The proposal
does not include any
impact to wetlands, but
does impact the buffer.”

The 2025 Wentworth
warehouse proposal in-
cluded a complete re-
design, with a smaller
building to better com-
ply with state and local
regulations.

Looking through the
design, members of the
Conservation Commis-
sion had a few ques-
tions.

Happy |
Father’s Day! |\

From your mini me,
Love Mia
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“Where is the old
pond compared to
where you have the
new one? Is it exactly
centered?” asked alter-
nate Mike Speltz, who
wanted to minimize any
overlap with the wet-
land buffer. “Do you
have the ability to
move the building a lit-
tle bit to the east?”

According to Lopez,
one of the new deten-
tion ponds would effec-
tively be an expansion
of the old pond. The
plan included a second
pond to handle more
runoff.

“If we go further to
the east with the build-
ing, we've got parking
that will start
encroaching on anoth-
er wetland,” he said.
“There’s another area
that sits up much high-
er than the rest of the
site that the applicant
is looking to reserve for

a smaller building later
on.”

Any later addition to
the property would re-
quire separate approval
by the town.

“What happens to
the salt? Does it just
dissolve and disap-
pear?” asked Chair
Marge Badois, who
noticed the closed
drainage system and
the likely need for snow
removal equipment in
the winter. “l this
believe feeds into Watts
Brook and the wetlands
surrounding this.”

Lopez conceded
that salt would be an
issue since dissolved
salt does not disappear.
He did not have a
straightforward plan to
manage salt runoff but
indicated that the final
draft would need to
include salt reduction
training. Grading would
direct runoff from
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paved areas into collec-
tion ponds. Recently,
town officials have
required input from
Green SnowPro-certi-
fied contractors on
major projects to limit
salt contamination. He
called a full-scale runoff
treatment system “cost
prohibitive.”

“The thing is, you
inherited a non-compli-
ant situation, and now
you're making it
worse,” said Speltz,
who appeared skeptical
about the salt issue. “It
seems like it's an eco-
nomic advantage to
have the entrance
encroach on the buffer
to the south when
there’s plenty of room
to move it north.”

Challenging the as-
sertion that the new
warehouse design

would seriously impact
the surrounding water-
shed, Lopez stated that
the “proposed layout is
the most compact lay-
out for this style of proj-
ect by reducing the
total area of impact and
limiting the area of
impervious surfaces.”
He reiterated that mov-
ing anything would
limit future develop-
ment, and could impact
a nearby utility ease-
ment.

“The current pro-
posal is not an econom-
ic advantage, to proper
for site development,”
he claimed.

The Londonderry
Conservation Commis-
sion is scheduled to
meet again on Tuesday,
June 24 at 7:30 p.m. in
the Moose Hill Council
Chambers.

OBITUARY

tha Josephine (Hanlon) Griffin

4 Rita Josephine (Hanlon) Griffin, 96,
of Londonderry, NH, passed away sur-
rounded by her loving family on Satur-
day May 24, 2025 at the Community Hos-
pice House in Merrimack, NH. She was
born on May 30, 1929 in the Neponset
area of Dorchester, MA. She was the
daughter of the late James and Catherine (McGuinness)
Hanlon.

Rita attended Nursing School at St Elizabeth’s in
Brighton, MA. She worked as a nurse at Memorial Hospi-
tal in Nashua, NH for 33 years and later as a long-term
volunteer. She loved being a nurse and over the years
cared for so many family, friends and neighbors. She was
happiest serving as a wife, mother, grandmother, and
great grandmother. She enjoyed nothing more than
spending time with her family.

Rita was a longtime communicant at St Mark’s Parish
in Londonderry, NH where she also volunteered her time.
She also volunteered for the NH Cancer Society. Rita will
be remembered for her baking, especially her famous
Pumpkin Bread and for so many years of hosting Irish Tea
Parties. She was passionate about her Irish heritage.

She was predeceased by her beloved husband of 55
years, Frank J Griffin, 3 brothers and 4 sisters. She is sur-
vived by her four sons, Frank Griffin and his wife (the late
MariEllen), Michael Griffin, John Griffin and his wife Mau-
reen, and Thomas Griffin and his wife Patricia all of Lon-
donderry, NH. Nine grandchildren, Erin Aquilino and her
husband Dave, Kelley Lewis and her husband Chris, Ryan
Griffin and his fiance Shirley Maczko, Patrick Griffin and
his wife Colby, Kelsey Griffin and her fiance Mark Colum-
bus, Sean Griffin, Bethany Griffin, Shayla Griffin, and
Kevin Griffin and his partner Emily Boudreau. Five great
grandchildren, Olivia, Matthew, Lucas, Gwendoline, and
Oaklyn. Numerous other nieces, nephews and cousins.

Calling hours were held on Thursday, May 29, at the
Peabody Funeral Homes. A Mass of Christian Burial was
celebrated on Friday, May 30, at St Mark’s Catholic
Church, the burial followed at Holy Cross Cemetery on
Gilcrest Rd., Londonderry, NH.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be
made to the Children’s Hospital at Dartmouth (CHaD).
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t the most recent
School Board meet-
ing an agenda item

regarding an overview of
the different planned
district-wide projects for
the Summer 2025.

One of those projects
is for the roof replace-
ment at the North
School lobby and office
area for a total of
$63,550. This project
includes repairing and
replacing the roof with a
rubber membrane, and
this project will be fund-
ed by the Buildings and
Grounds Capital Reserve

Fund.

Another project will
be an HVAC replacement
for the Londonderry
Middle School Office for
a total of $66,500. The
work will include in-
stalling a new AC system
in the Middle School
office area and will be
funded with the Build-
ings and Grounds Capi-
tal Reserve Fund.

Another HVAC re-
placement project will
be for the Londonderry
High School weight
room, for a total of
$54,000. The work will
include installing a new
AC system in the high

school gym weight
room and will be funded
by the Buildings and
Grounds Capital
Reserve Fund.

At South School, there
will be a $28,740 project
to replace the bathroom
floor, which will include
replacing existing bath-
room flooring with
epoxy flooring and will
be funded by the Build-
ings and Grounds Capi-
tal Reserve Fund.

At North School,
there will be a $17,650
project for the fire alarm
system upgrades, which
will include replacing
pull stations, smoke
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School Board Briefed on a Number of Summer Projects

detectors, and strobes.

Security/safety up-
grades for a total of
$100,193 will be taking
place throughout the
district, which will in-
clude emergency light-
ing upgrades, security
system/keypad updat-
es/data racks.

Also during the meet-
ing, the School Board
was presented with a
proposal for a paving
project.

“Some safety con-
cerns surrounding pav-
ed areas in (the) main
entrance of LHS and the
back pathway leading to
the LHS Press Box have

emerged, and buildings
and grounds believe
these areas should be
addressed this June,”
Director of Buildings
and Grounds Joe Parz-
ych wrote in a memo to
the School Board. “We
posted an RFP for the
paving work on May 20,
2025 and accepted pro-
posals through May, 27,
2025.”

The bids ranged be-
tween  $49,408 and
$100,030 as the highest
bid.

It was noted that
they were looking to
award the bid to the low-
est bidder.
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“We are recommend-
ing Petra get the job, and
they can also accommo-
date getting it done in
FY25. We would use
funds from the FY25
General Fund to cover
the project,” Parzych
wrote in a memo to the
School Board.

The School Board
unanimously approved
awarding the bid to the
low bidder for the
amount of $49,408.

The next Londonder-
ry School Board meeting
is slated to take place on
June 17 beginning at 7
p.m.
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continued from page 1
rsen (awarded by Bow-
doin College), Gavin
Doughty (awarded by
Brandeis  University),
Leah Kemball-Cook (aw-
arded by Brown Univer-
sity), and Emily Rich and
Sagean Peterson (award-
ed by Alfred University).

Departmental honors
followed, highlighting ex-
ceptional student ach-
ievement across core
academic subjects and
electives. In English, the
Achievement in Writing
and Excellence in Eng-
lish Awards recognized
top writers and litera-
ture students, including
Kyra  Courtemanche,
Ellis Currier, Sharon
Jackson, EzaBella lodice
for the Achievement in
Writing Award, and Eve-
lyn Godbout, Simone
Miller, Lillian McKinney,
and Alec Lemeris for the
Excellence in English
Award.

Maria Bejarano Sal-
azar received both the

Martinson Award and the
ESOL Award for her
accomplishments in Eng-
lish as a second language.

Social studies honors
included the Eleanor
Roosevelt, Abraham Lin-
coln, and John Lewis
awards, presented to
students such as Dylan
Anderson, Jaylin Galeaz,
and Evan Raymond for
their leadership and
interest in history and
global issues.

Many students were
recognized for STEM
achievement. Megan Pet-
ersen received multiple
awards in science and
math, including the Ros-
alind Franklin Award,
the Lancer Science
Award, and recognition
for earning a perfect
score on the NH State
Assessment in Science.
She was joined in the
SAS Perfect Score award
by peers Simone Miller,
Benjamin Edwards, Ja-
son Shanley, Jayden Wu,
and Benjamin Simpson.

Two of the highest
honors of the afternoon

GRADUATE CLASS OF 2025

X0X0

Jameson Seaman
Londonderry High School
We love you Jamo! We are so proud
of the forever baby of our family.
Congratulations
w— graduation...
Ll We're by your side always.

Love Mom, Dad, Lucas and Ava

on your LHS
Go do great things!

were the Jae S. Lim Foun-
dation Awards, present-
ed to Leah Kemball-Cook
for science and Ben-
jamin Edwards for math-
ematics. Each received a
$1,500 scholarship for
their outstanding aca-
demic achievement and
intellectual curiosity in
STEM disciplines.

The arts and technol-
ogy departments also
honored students who
demonstrated innova-
tion and dedication. Nat-
alie Merhib and Chloe
Daniels were recognized
with the Robert Citro
Commitment and Cre-
ativity Awards in visual
art. In engineering and
graphic arts, Megan Pet-
ersen, Katherine Glass,
and Nathan Stanley were
among those acknowl-
edged for their technical
and design skills.

In the field of journal-
ism, junior Kelsey Sweet
earned the prestigious
$5,000 Brodsky Prize for
innovation in student
media. Senior Lizzie
Sosa was named NH’s
Journalist of the Year,
and junior Kaylee Mague
was selected to repre-
sent the state at the Al
Neuharth Free Spirit and
Journalism Conference
in Washington, D.C.

Simone Miller em-
erged as the most deco-
rated student at this
year’s ceremony, earn-
ing five awards. She was
recognized with the
Rochester Institute of
Technology Women in
STEM Award and ac-
hieved a perfect score
on the NH State Science
Assessment. In the hum-
anities, she earned the
Excellence in English
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and Local Service!
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Award and the presti-
gious John Lewis Award
for her academic ach-
ievement in social stud-
ies. Additionally, Simone
received national recog-
nition with a First Class
designation from the
National Council of Tea-
chers of English (NCTE)
Achievement Awards in
Writing.

The ceremony con-
cluded with the Debra
Dunn Award, honoring
students who embody
kindness, inclusion, and
integrity. “If character
were measured on the
The Richter scale, these
students would be off
the charts...true forces

of nature in the best way
possible. They are out-
standing human beings,”
said Mrs. Kaylee Robin-
son as she introduced
the recipients. This
year’s recipients were
senior Laina Tremonte,
junior Hannah Fay, soph-
omore Annika Lewis,
and freshman Marleigh
Talbot.

Principal Barnes clos-
ed with a message of
encouragement for all
the honorees: “Your ded-
ication, curiosity, and
perseverance have brou-
ght you here, and we
can’'t wait to see where
your talents take you
next.”
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Seniors Take A Trip Down Memory Lane at North School

Forme ents from North Elementary School were treated to a pan-
cake breakfast cooked by the principals on Tuesday has they get ready to
graduate on Thursday night in Manchester. Staff welcomed the seniors dur-
ing the annual tradition and shared stories with plenty of photos on-hand
to reminisce with. Students were given name tags with the fifth grade pic-
tures to help identify them. Each of the elementary schools participate in
the yearly event. Photos by Chris Paul
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Local Companies Help Support of Veterans at Post 27

merican Legion
Post 27 is proud
to recognize the

incredible  generosity
and support from Home

the Post's backyard.
Hulme Fence partnered
in the effort, bringing
professional expertise to
ensure the project was

plement the newly built
pavilion and represent a
major step in transform-
ing the space into a wel-
coming and functional

Depot in Londonderry
and Hulme Fence, whose
donations and volunteer
work on May 9 have dra-

completed to the high-
est standards.

In addition to the
fencing, the Home Depot

area for community
events and private rent-
als. The ability to rent
the pavilion will create a

matically enhanced the team also: sustainable funding
Post's outdoor facilities. e Planted flowers and stream for programs
As part of Home bushes around the that directly benefit vet-
Depot's ongoing commit- Post's street sign and erans, youth outreach,
ment to veterans and backyard, scholarships, first res-
community service, their e Spread decorative ponders, and other
20+ person team, under river stone, community services.

the leadership of store
manager Dana Furlong,
coordinated and donat-
ed labor and materials
for the installation of a
new fence surrounding

e Repaired a hole in
the shed floor,

e And performed gen-
eral cleanup of the
grounds.

These upgrades com-

Matt Fillipon, Vice
President of Sales at
Hulme Fence, added "It
was an honor for our
team to work alongside
Home Depot to give

back to the veterans of
Post 27. These men and
women have given so
much, and we're proud
to contribute to a proj-
ect that supports them
and brings the commu-
nity together.

“We're  extremely
grateful to both Home
Depot and Hulme Fence
for their partnership
and support,” said Bob
Stuart, Commander of
American Legion Post
27. “Their efforts not
only beautify our grou-
nds but will allow us to
better serve our com-
munity and is a major
upgrade to Post 27."
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“We also believe
we'd need about $5,000
to fund annual market-
ing materials that could

include infographics,
forms, folders, videos,
etc,” Small said. “Addi-
tionally, we would look
into pursuing a data-
base for managing alum-

Capital Committee

continued from page 1 She explained that

they suggested the fol-
lowing committee mem-
bers but they would be
open to other sugges-
tions:

e Superintendent

e Asst Superinten-

summer,” Small said.
Small also stated
they would likely have a
couple of meetings dur-
ing the summer.
“We envision two to
three meetings this sum-

mer,” Small said. dent ni information during
Small said as part of = Business Adminis- the budget process. We
the meetings it would trator believe this charge

* B&G Director

» Athletic Director

* Music Director

» 1-2 Board Members

could ease the burden
for taxpayers.”

School Board Chair
Bob Slater said that he

include making a list of
roles, projects, time-
lines, materials, among
other things.
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thinks the group should
get together and also
find two to three busi-
ness people and or com-
munity members to help
them.

“l think having some
local business people
who would like to see
the investments in the
schools may help us in
that world than just edu-
cators,” Slater said.

School Board mem-
ber Amanda Butcher
suggested they have it
on a rotation so each
board member can be
involved in some way.

Slater said it made
sense noting that they

could have one main
board member serve on
the Committee and then
have it on a rotation for
the second spot.

It was suggested that
they have their first
meeting for the Commit-
tee right before their
next school board meet-
ing, which was agreed
on.

Also during the meet-
ing, Superintendent Dan
Black gave an update on
cell phone usage at the
high school, following
its policy that was
passed earlier this year.

Black explained that
at the high school, they

had 235 detentions for
having cell phones out
during semester two.

“That’s two to three a
day,” Black said, explain-
ing that the number is
smaller than he thought
it would be.

“It's definitely a
lower number than |
thought,” Black said,
noting he is going to talk
to the administration
about it to see what is
working and what can
be improved on.

The next School
Board meeting is slated
to take place on June 17
beginning at 7 p.m.
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