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An industrial pro-
ject at the Wood-
mont Commons

PUD moved forward at
the January meeting of
the Heritage Commission,
where Professional Engi-
neer Jim Petropulos and
several associates pre-
sented a site and subdivi-
sion plan for a 751,600-

square-foot project. 
“We’re here tonight

seeking any comments
from the Commission
relative to a develop-
ment to be located at
the eastern part of Lon-
donderry,” said Petropo-
lis. “This property is
zoned industrial, but it’s
also part of the Wood-
mont Commons Planned
Use Development. The

overall property is bor-
dered by single-family
homes. To the east is the
Derry town line and
commercial properties
just on the opposite side
of the property line.
There are single-family
homes along Ash Street,
and of course, there’s I-
93 to the west.”

The proposal includ-

Heritage Looks to Protect Section
of Old Rum Trail from Development
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The February meet-
ing of the London-
derry Utilities

Committee heard up-
dates from its many sub-
committees, including
the sewer/solid waste
subcommittee led by
John Mahon.

“We had our kickoff
meeting for ’25 a week
and a half or so ago,
basically a brainstorm
session,” said Mahon.
“The emphasis seemed
to be on education in the
area of recycling.” 

This included topics
like septic tank mainte-
nance, which Mahon

argued was often over-
looked, even though a
majority of residents in
Londonderry still use
septic tanks. The sub-
committee also dis-
cussed food waste. 

“That might be more
of a future thing, al-
though there are some

◆ ◆

Utilities Committee to Focus on Food
Waste, Internet  and Water for 2025

TOWN & SCHOOL
SAMPLE BALLOTS
Inside This Issue

ed. However, she ex-
plained that it was
reviewed once again in
2023, to look at poten-
tially expanding the eligi-
bility criteria for the pro-
gram.

Caron explained that
ultimately the program
is intended to offer tax
relief for industrial and
commercial properties
by offering exemptions
to local taxes for new
and improved property.
“It’s intended to attract
industrial and commer-
cial businesses,” Caron
told the Town Council.

At the Feb. 18 meet-
ing, Caron said the main
ask for the revised ordi-
nance was to have the
ability to reject or deny
an applicant if they felt it
didn’t meet the criteria.

Caron said they
made changes to the
new proposal in regards
to the public benefit,
which will give them
“teeth” to be able to
deny applications if war-
ranted.

The Town Council
previously directed staff
to have a proposed ordi-
nance drafted by June 1.

Resident Deb Paul,
asked why the ordi-
nance was being pushed
through quickly, and
asked if there was a busi-
ness or businesses
looking to come into
Town through the pro-
gram.

“Why is this a rush,”
Paul said.

She explained that in
December she asked

Commercial Tax Exemption 
Program Meets Opposition 
ALEX MALM
LONDONDERRY TIMES————–––––———–◆

The Londonderry
Town Council had
a first reading for a

proposed Commercial
Industrial Tax Exemp-
tion, which they waved.

In January, under the
previos program, coun-
cilors questioned whether
applicants could be
denied by the board, it
was decided to allow the
previous ordinance to
sunset in order to look
at a new proposal,
strong enough to sup-
port the town.

Assistant Town Man-
ager Kellie Caron ex-
plained previously that
discussion began about
the possible ordinance
in 2022, and then the
same year, it was enact-

Celebrating 25-Years of Delivering News

Giving Thanks Members of Girl Scout Troop 63078
stopped by the Londonderry Department of Public Works last week to thank
the workers for their hard work removing snow in recent weeks. Pictured,
Chris Dion accepts a thank you card from the Brownies. Photo by Chris Paul 
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how the town functions
and its’ history. I have
been very successful in
business as well and
believe I can bring this
success to the town
council and help Lon-
donderry with the ongo-
ing challenges of growth,
traffic and the need of
increased services we
face. I have always been
involved in the commu-
nity. I look forward to
trying to improve our
community as I like to
think outside the tradi-
tional box.  
Richard D. Bielinski Jr. 

My name is Richard
D. Bielinski Jr. and I’ve
been a resident for 40
years this coming June.
This is not my first
involvement with the
Town of Londonderry. I

was the Vice Chair of
the Londonderry School
Charter committee back
in 1999-2000. I was also
the Londonderry Town
Treasurer from March
2001 to March 2004. In
addition to the town
positions, I coached
youth soccer and base-
ball. In the years since, I
have spoken at many
Town Council meetings
about various issues
affecting the residents
of Londonderry.

I believe you need a
candidate with the abili-
ty to make the hard
decisions. I am known
for being candid and
forthright with my opin-
ions and I will not shy
away from anyone. My
opinions are based
upon research into the

Five Residents Seek Two Spots on Londonderry Town Council 
ALEX MALM
LONDONDERRY TIMES————–––––———–◆

There will be five
names on the Town
Ballot looking for re-

sidents to support them
in the March 11 election
for Town Council.

Only two of those
candidates will be elect-
ed to the three-year seat.

Each candidate was
asked: What makes you
the best candidate for
the position? Below are
there responses.

Tammy Seikmann did
not respond to our request.

Daniel Bouchard 
What makes me the

best candidate is that I
have worked and lived in
this wonderful town
since 1979. During that
time, I have obtained a
wealth of information on

appropriate state or
town statutes. I have
spoken at Town Council
meetings on issues and
have always had the
appropriate information
to backup what I have
said. The Town Council
for many years has
played the game of put-
ting off whatever prob-
lem has been brought to
their attention in the
hopes that it will just go
away. This way of doing
business needs to cease.
The residents of Lon-
donderry need to be lis-
tened to and not ignor-
ed. Transparency be-
tween residents and the
Town government should
be expected. Please con-
sider me for Londonder-
ry Town Council.

Respectfully,
Richard D Bielinski Jr

John Farrell  - 
Incumbent

Serving the commu-
nity is a family tradition.
My father served on the
Planning Board and Zon-
ing Board when I was
growing up in the 1980s
and 1990s and my moth-
er-in-law Pearl, who
lived here in town for
many years and worked
at Shaw’s, was always an
active follower of the
local activities in town. I
am also lucky to have
many relatives who have
served as police offi-
cers, fire fighters, teach-
ers, nurses, and in the
military. I feel incredibly
blessed to serve Lon-
donderry on the Town
Council and hope to
continue to do so. 

Over the years, I
have learned that to
best serve the communi-
ty, you must be an excel-
lent listener and an out-
standing problem solver.
I have tried my best to

be both. As a communi-
ty, we must continue to
address the PFOA issue
and hold the offenders
accountable. Last year, I
was appointed Chair-
man of the State Water
Council. Additionally, we
need to keep taxes low
while at the same time
protecting and preserv-
ing our town’s character
and residential areas.

My goal every day is
to help protect this great
community. Sherry and I
were married here 32
years ago at St. Jude’s
Church. Sherry moved
here with her parents
over 50 years ago and
we met here when I was
visiting a friend who
lived in town. London-
derry is our home. It
provides the conven-
ience of being near Man-
chester and Boston with
the beauty of our great
state of NH and that
small-town feel. I often
discuss that we live
where many people
hope to vacation some-
day. I would be honored
to continue to serve the
community I love. Our
community has built a
very special town to-
gether. Sherry and I have
even been lucky enough
to see our girls move
back to town. 

I always strive to
have an open mind and
believe that together we
can continue to strengt-
hen our community. I
love Londonderry and
will do anything to pro-
tect it.  I would appreci-
ate your vote on March
11, 2025. 

Debra Paul
As the publisher of

the local newspaper, I
have witnessed the
rapid overbuilding in
our community and I

believe it is time to
pause and evaluate how
we can better align
development with the
needs of Londonderry
residents. While there is
little I can do about what
has already happened, I
am focused on what we
can do moving forward. 

I sat on the Town
Council for one three-
year term and I did what
I could to speak for the
residents of this commu-
nity.

I am committed to lis-
tening to you and finding
actionable solutions. It
is time to be creative
and develop a vision
that the majority of our
residents can embrace,
adapting as necessary
when circumstances
change. I want our town
to function efficiently
and effectively.

I aim to rebuild trans-
parency and trust,
which I view as crucial
for an effective govern-
ment.

We are living in
uncertain times, leaving
us with more questions
than answers. 

If elected as one of
your town councilors, I
assure you that I will be
open and honest about
all matters that come
before the council,
regardless of how the
truth may reflect on me. 

I have dedicated my
life to serving this town
over the last 25-years
and have been instru-
mental in initiating many
wonderful projects in
our community. 

My commitment to
making Londonderry a
better place drives me to
seek you vote on March
11, 2025. Together, I
think we can bring about
meaningful change. 
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way it’s been done for a
number of years. At
whatever time in the dis-
tant past, that task was
passed off to the library,
who has graciously
allowed one of its people
to do that as part of a job,
and she does a nice job
of it.”

She argued that the
Trustees should take
more direct responsibili-
ty for writing the Trea-
surer Reports moving
forward, though she was

open to the idea of col-
laborating with library
staff. McLaughlin also
suggested reforming
how donations are
tracked, with an empha-
sis on separating cash
donations from non-cash
alternatives like gift
cards. 

“We should have that
in the donation tracker.
I’m proposing a format
where we track all of the
donations somehow in a
spreadsheet, and we’ll

Library Trustees Look to Take Over Treasurer Reports
PAUL CONYERS
LONDONDERRY TIMES————–––––———–◆

The Leach Library
Board of Trustees
met on Feb. 5 to

discuss possible chang-
es to the monthly finan-
cial reports at the sug-
gestion of Treasurer Jan
McLaughlin.

“These Treasurer Re-
ports are not done by the
Treasurer,” said Mc-
Laughlin. “They’re done
by a person here in the
library, and that’s the

designate if it’s cash or
it’s an item so we’ll know
where it came from,” said
McLaughlin. 

The donation tracker
would include “anything
for the library.” Such a
change would reflect a
recent push toward clari-
fying Leach Library’s
financial activities. 

In her report, Library
Director Erin Matlin gave
a quick overview of
issues at the library. 

“We had some tem-
perature sensor issues in
the front area by the cir-
culation desk, so we had
our HVAC company
come out and take a look
where we were able to fix
it,” Matlin said. “We also
had Precision Pest Con-
trol out to check our
friendly mousetraps. I

know I brought that up a
little over six months ago
and the traps seem to be
working really well.”

Almost no mice were
trapped in the library,
although quite a few
were caught just outside.
Other matters in the
library over the past
month included an
inspection of fire sup-
pression systems and
replacing the building’s
American flag following
wind damage. 

Assistant Director
Donna Plante reported
that 142 new collection
materials were added to
a library during January,
a number she considered
“low” following a relative-
ly ambitious 2024. 

“That will be bounc-
ing back this month

because we already have
stuff piling up every day,”
she promised. “It was
kind of a result of the end
of a pause in orderings
for migration. Now we’re
back to order.”

Additionally, the
library began placing
orders to replace items
damaged and destroyed
by flooding. Plante also
announced the success
of an upgrade to the
Polaris Library System
last Jan. 30.

“We did have to work
offline for the morning,
but we were back up by
the afternoon, which was
great,” said Plante. “The
public catalog was down
for the whole day, but it
was back up the next
day.”

We are a debt relief agency. We help people file for bankruptcy relief under the U.S. bankruptcy code

BANKRUPTCY
GET BILL COLLECTORS OFF YOUR

BACK AUTOMATIC STAY STOPS 
DEBT COLLECTION

START OVER WITH A CLEAN SLATE

4 Birch St. 
Derry, NH

(603) 437-2643

126A Pleasant Valley St.
Suite 11, Methuen, MA

(978) 691-5453

Law Offices of
Andrew D. Myers

www.attorney-myers.com

initiatives by smaller
private companies going
on in town,” he ex-
plained. “It’d be interest-
ing to explore that and
develop it some more. I
don’t think our primary
supplier Waste Manage-
ment is on the horizon
to be in the food waste
business, at least resi-
dentially.”

He also pointed out
that food waste takes up
nearly a quarter of local
landfill space. Clothing
waste was another
issue, although Mahon
indicated that issues
were lower down the
priority list due to time
and budgetary limita-
tions. 

The head of the
Cable/Internet subcom-
mittee, John Ferreira,
gave an update on his
research into broadband
access across town.
Recently, he contacted
Fidium to gather more
information on that
company. 

“After two or three
weeks, on Jan. 28, they

got back to me. They do
have a public forum,
where they’ll present
what they offer and do a
Q&A,” explained Fer-
reira. “We do have to be
very careful so we don’t
favor one company over
another.”

While Fidium was the
latest focus on the
cable/Internet subcom-
mittee’s research, Fer-
reira noted Londonder-
ry had many different
providers. 

“Can we do some-
thing like a ‘career day’
for the companies?”
asked Jeffrey McGraw,
who wanted several
companies to come in at
once to explain their
prices and offerings to
residents. 

Ferreira wanted to do
more research on the
topic with a focus on
infrastructure. He noted
that while there are
many cable and Internet
providers in Southern
NH, not every company
provides high-speed
service to every house-
hold.

Utilities Committee
Chair Lynn Wiles also

wanted to set a few 2025
goals for the various
subcommittees. 

“Send me two or
three items you want to
see happen,” said Wiles.
“Let’s figure out what’s
out there, what’s at the
top of everybody’s
mind. One thing I will
caution is that if you
come up with an idea, be
prepared to have some-
body volunteer to be its
champion. I find that
very few goals get met if
there’s nobody to cham-
pion that goal and move
it forward.”

He also asked liaison
Ron Dunn to poll the
Town Council for ideas.
Dunn mentioned having
a “phased plan” for
water as a possible area
of focus for the Utilities
Committee. 

“Once project one is
done, where do you
want to go with two,
three, and four?” asked
Dunn. “What’s next after
High Range Road? Is it a
15-year plan? A 20-year
plan? The phases we
good go through would
get the town aware of
what’s next.”

◆ ◆

Utilities
continued from page 1
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at londonderrytimes@nutpub.net. All letters must include the writer’s name, address
and phone number for verification if needed; name and town of residence will be print-
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and frequency. Anonymous letters will not be printed.

Editorial
March is designated as Read

Across America month in many local
schools, celebrating the beloved chil-
dren’s author Dr. Theodor Geisel, bet-
ter known as Dr. Seuss, whose birth-
day falls on March 2. Throughout this
month, schools across the country
engage in various activities centered
around the theme of reading.

Read Across America was created
by the National Education Associa-
tion, highlighting the vital impor-
tance of reading, especially reading
to children early and often.

Whether it involves dressing up
as the Cat in the Hat, creating green
eggs and ham, serving as a “celebrity
reader” at a local elementary school,
or cuddling up to read a bedtime
story, Read Across America serves as
a gentle reminder of the significance
of reading in our lives - a skill that
could easily become neglected amid
today’s busy schedules.

One of the key factors for future
success is the ability and desire to
read. Sometimes, we forget how
much we take our reading skills for
granted and overlook how we learned
to read in the first place. We utilize
this essential skill every day.
Research shows that children who
devote time to recreational reading
perform better academically.
Whether it’s reading job applications,
college textbooks, or exam ques-
tions, reading is a lifelong compan-
ion. Although some individuals strug-
gle with reading and may need to
exert extra effort, engaging with

enjoyable reading material can make
a difference.

Read Across America isn’t just for
kids; adults also find great pleasure in
losing themselves in a good book,
whether by a warm fire or relaxing by
a pool. If your child asks you to spend
a little extra time at home reading
this week, embrace the opportunity.
Amid hectic, overwhelming sched-
ules, this time will be well spent.
While you’re at it, consider visiting
your local library’s children’s sec-
tion. Witnessing a building filled with
books can create a memorable expe-
rience for your child.

There is immense joy in discover-
ing something new through an
informative nonfiction book about a
favorite figure or subject. Whatever
the genre, nothing compares to the
feeling of getting lost in a good book;
these habits are fostered from a
young age.

Read Across America emphasizes
the importance of simply picking up a
book and allowing yourself to get
immersed in its story, exploring
where it can lead your imagination,
and discovering the doors it can
open. There are countless formats to
enjoy reading, including on your
phone, on a computer, in newspa-
pers, magazines, comic books, graph-
ic novels, and more. Reading to a
child creates lasting memories for
both of you.

As Dr. Seuss wisely said, “You’re
never too old, too wacky, or too wild
to pick up a book and read to a child.”

Read Across America
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Endorsement Letters It has been a longstanding policy
of Nutfield Publishing to publish campaign letters in the newspaper and
also to allow people the opportunity to voice their endorsements. We are
asking that all endorsement be a maximum of 350 words to allow space
for weekly news and sports. We will not be running election related let-
ters after out Feb. 27 issue as it doesn’t give time for corrections.

Happy to See Deb Paul
Running

To the editor, 
I was happy to read

that Deb Paul had
thrown her hat in the
race for Town Council.
In talking with Deb over
the last two years I
found her to be consid-
erate and level headed.
She cares about the
community. She has
served previously on the
Council so she will have
a small learning curve to
come up to speed on
issues and process. The
town is at a crossroads
in regards to develop-
ment and affordable
housing. We need her
voice. I look forward to
voting for her in the
upcoming elections. 

Mike Yochim 
Londonderry
––––––––––––––––
Just My Opinion
To the editor
First, I would like to

congratulate you both
on 25 years of service to
our town. I read the Lon-
donderry Times every
week and look forward
to your newspaper in-
forming me of what’s
going on in town. It may
only be me, but I think
something is wrong with
the way the residential
taxes keep going up. 

We have had a
tremendous amount of
growth in town both res-
idential and commercial.
Which to my estimate
should have been a
great amount of money
into the coffers. 

The town sets up a
zone near the airport
many years ago to

attract commercial con-
struction. It was sup-
posed to make it easier
financially to come to
our town. I didn’t think it
was a good idea at the
time because the town
already has a great posi-
tion close to an airport
and major highways.
Lowering commercial
taxes to attract compa-
nies was supposed to
last 10 years, all this at
the expense of the
homeowner. 

Former managers of
our town have been sell-
ing us a bridge we can’t
afford. Former Town
Manager Kevin Smith
was building a résumé
for his future. 

Town managers should
be focused on the resi-
dents not their resumes. 

I love this town and
want to live here indefi-
nitely. The only thing I
have available to me is
the ballot and I will use it.

Just my opinion...
Jim Buckley
Londonderry 
––––––––––––––––

Definition of Insanity
To the editor,
As a 36 year resident

of town, I would like to
echo some of the senti-
ments expressed here
previously. Our town is
in the midst of exponen-
tial growth that is occur-
ring without the infra-
structure to support it.
Many years of neglecting
to plan ahead have now
culminated in our cur-
rent serious situation.
The regulations we do
have are inadequate and
are regularly allowed to
be circumvented by de-

velopers. Suspicion and
mistrust of the current
regime has reached an
all-time high. We cannot
continue with the status
quo. Isn’t that the defini-
tion of insanity? Doing
the same thing over and
over again and expect-
ing different results?  

You have an opportu-
nity to make a difference
on March 11 when you
can vote in the town elec-
tion. Please educate your-
self on the issues and
candidates that will ap-
pear on the ballot, and
vote! If you can’t make it
that day, please consider
an absentee ballot that
you can obtain in advance
from the town clerk.

Please join me in sup-
porting Deb Paul and
Richard Belinski for
town council. Both of
these long-time resi-
dents have consistently
advocated transparency,
responsible spending
and long-term planning.
Their questions go un-
answered, and their ef-
forts have often been
stonewalled or ignored.
I believe they will cham-
pion changes that are in
the town’s best interest
and not allow the self-
serving personal agen-
das of others to override
common sense.  I miss
things like civility, coop-
eration and communica-
tion. Let’s make an effort
to return these things to
our local government.

Please don’t let the
insanity continue. If you
want change, then it
needs to start with you.
You need to show up
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and vote. Your vote is
important.

Thank you,
Marge Badois
Londonderry 
––––––––––––––––

Running for School
Board

To the editor,
I’m excited to an-

nounce I am running for
re-election to the Lon-
donderry School Board.
My commitment to this
position remains strong,
and I’d be honored to
continue working for the
best interests of stu-
dents, teachers, and tax-
payers.

As part of a dedicat-
ed board, we’ve fostered
a strong working rela-
tionship with district
admins and staff. To-
gether, we’ve updated
purchase policies, con-
ducted expert audits of
our fields and special
education programs,
and advanced our build-
ing master plan, among
other initiatives. With
this data, each decision
is approached with a
long-term, best outcome
vision for students and
taxpayers.

Data-driven updates
across schools now
identify what solutions
are working and where
adjustments are needed
to guide effective cur-
riculum updates and
teaching approaches.
We’re seeing upward
trends in test scores
across the schools.

These insights have
helped the District Of-
fice deliver fiscally res-
ponsible budgets the
last two years, with this
year’s budget lower than
both the default and last
year’s operating budget,
while maintaining essen-
tial services for stu-
dents.

During my term,
working with the District
Office, we accelerated 1-
to-1 technology, unlock-
ing modern learning
tools and preparing stu-
dents for a connected
world. We also imple-
mented a cohesive read-
ing curriculum that
builds and challenges
students.

I believe in a hands-
on approach, visiting
schools weekly, building
relationships, and ob-
serving how policies
and changes affect day-
to-day operations. Meet-
ings are only a small
part of the responsibility
of being on the School
Board.

While on the board,
I’ve been a member of
the district’s collective
bargaining team for the
LEA negotiating the soon
to be voted on teachers
contract, Allied Health
professionals contract,
and AFSCME contracts
encompassing our cus-
todial professionals. I’m
also part of the CIP and
Kindergarten committee
and AI policy task force,
and serve as liaison to
several PTAs.

To sum up my
approach: Listen to all

available information,
respect everyone’s point
of view, gather addition-
al information as need-
ed, and make the best
informed choice for stu-
dents and taxpayers.

Kevin Gray 
Londonderry
––––––––––––––––
School Moderator
To the editor,
Hello, Londonderry!

I’m excited to announce
my candidacy for School
District Moderator. As a
parent with two children
in the Londonderry
School District, I have a
strong vested interest in
the success of our
schools. Having lived in
Londonderry for nearly
15 years - and with my
wife being a proud Lon-
donderry High School
graduate - choosing to
raise our family here
was an easy decision,
and one we would gladly
make again.

The School District
Moderator plays a criti-
cal role in running
school elections and the
annual deliberative ses-
sion fairly and objective-
ly. With 12 years of expe-
rience in project and
program management,
I’ve facilitated many
major meetings, ensur-
ing that personal views
don’t interfere with de-
livering objective re-
sults. This experience
will translate well into
the moderator role, and
I look forward to work-
ing closely with our
Town Moderator to
uphold the integrity of

Letters
Continued from page 4

our elections in accor-
dance with state laws.

I have served as a
chaperone for the
Matthew Thornton ski
club throughout both of
my kids’ time there and
was a parent leader for
one of the local cub
scout packs for several
years. But, most people
know me from our
Christmas light show
(An Otterson Christmas)
that we put on for the
community each year. I
have enjoyed these op-
portunities to give back
to the community, but I
am ready to do more.
With my background
and skills, I see this as
another way to give
back to the community
that I have grown to love
so much.

The role of school
district moderator may
not be the most talked-
about position, but it is
essential to maintaining
the integrity of our local
elections. With my back-
ground in facilitation,
and my deep roots in the
community, I am ready
to serve in this capacity.
I would be honored to
have your vote on

March 11.
Thank you,
Tom Croteau
Londonderry 
––––––––––––––––
Support Deb Paul
To the editor,
I am sending this let-

ter in support of Deb
Paul for Town counsel I
believe she is the best
choice for our Town ,
with her community
service, knowledge of
Londonderry, her hon-
est opinions and hard
work, she is the only
choice for me .

Jacqueline Fermoyle
Londonderry
––––––––––––––––

Moratorium on Building
To the editor,
I have read in your

publication recently about
a moratorium on build-
ing here in town; howev-
er, it seems that every
time I pick up the paper,
there is a new subdivi-
sion or development be-
ing proposed. It seems
to me that very little is
being done to curb the
runaway development in
Londonderry and it is
getting away from us.

I live on Ross Drive
and there is already one

new town house devel-
opment on Gilcreast
South and now there are
two more being excavat-
ed just north of Ross
Drive, which I under-
stand will contain many
units. At times, I have to
sit at the end of Ross for
several minutes before I
can get onto Gilcreast
Rd. and occasionally; I
am putting myself at risk
trying to get out there. I
cannot help but believe,
that these new develop-
ments will be putting
lives at risk, not only for
those on Ross, but also
on Tokanel Rd., as well
as Charleston, Boston
and Albany.

When we moved here
in 1976, we paid around
$1300 in taxes and now
we are up to $8,000 a
year! We have been told
over and over that new
commercial development
will reduce taxes on the
homeowner and yet,
with all the new busi-
nesses in Londonderry
since 1976, our taxes
have quadrupled. We
can’t be the only people
in town who are con-
cerned about this situa-

POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT
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reduce fossil fuel emis-
sions and create more
energy-efficient infra-
structure. In the short
term, it was unclear what
this would mean for the
Utilities Committee. 

“Because it’s a vou-
cher program, the mon-
ey doesn’t go directly to
us, the service comes to
us. There will be an engi-
neering firm tasked with
supporting all entities

signed up to do this par-
ticular energy and effi-
ciency planning as part
of the voucher program.
They’ll get the money,
and they’ll provide us
support,” said Commit-
tee member Mike Speltz.
“The first bit of support
is to more clearly define
what the scope of work
will be for us.”

He expected to learn
more after learning

Utilities Committee Prepares for Energy Efficiency Audit 
PAUL CONYERS
LONDONDERRY TIMES————–––––———–◆

The Londonderry
Utilities Commit-
tee met on Feb. 4

to announce the accept-
ance of the Energy Effi-
ciency and Conservation
Block Grant, formally
approved by the Depart-
ment of Energy in Janu-
ary. The grant program
is designed to help
towns like Londonderry

what engineering firm
would be working with
Londonderry. 

Speltz and fellow Util-
ities Committee member
Paul Ramsey were also
involved in what they
called an “energy audit”
with Eversource.

“I’m working with
Jessie Dustin who is an
efficiency consultant with
Eversource,” explained
Ramsey. “They have
engaged the firm of GDS
Associates and Jeremy
Blanchard, their Senior
Project Manager, will be
assigned to the town of
Londonderry. The intent
is that this will be at no
cost to the town as they
will come in and do an
energy efficiency study
on select town build-
ings.”

After going through
the town, GDS would
create a report for the
Utilities Committee,
which will likely make
recommendations to the
Town Council on ways
to improve energy
usage. The GDS audit
and report should take
one to three months.

“I’m looking for their
feedback in terms of pri-
oritizing the buildings
and how they want to go
about it,” added Ramsey. 

Committee Chair Lynn
Wiles specifically hoped
to audit Londonderry’s
three fire stations, its
town hall, and the town
garage if possible. He
confirmed that the GDS
energy audit would like-
ly not include any
school buildings. 

“The schools aren’t
considered ‘town build-
ings?’” asked Committee
member Anne Fenn.
“They’re a part of our
town, I mean our kids go
to the schools.”

Administrative Sup-
port Coordinator Kirs-
ten Hildonen confirmed
they were not, at least
for governance and
budgeting. 

“The town and the
schools are separate
forms of government,”
she explained. “The
town boards don’t have
any discretion over the
schools. The School
Board, if they choose,
can do an audit, but nei-

ther the Utilities Com-
mittee nor the Town
Council has any discre-
tion over the schools
and their buildings.”

There was some dis-
cussion over talking to
the School Board about
the topic sometime in
the future.

“I would say let’s
start someplace, get the
experience, and based
on that we can proceed
to the next step,” said
Ramsey. 

The town’s waste oil
collection has been tem-
porarily suspended fol-
lowing issues with get-
ting the necessary vol-
unteers to and from the
site during the winter. 

“It’s really just too
cold,” said Wiles, who
volunteers for waste oil
collection along with
Alternate member John
Mahon. “It’s hard to
stand out there for a
couple of hours on a Sat-
urday morning.”

The next waste oil
collection day will occur
behind Central Fire Sta-
tion on Saturday, April 5,
from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.

◆ ◆

Tax Incentive
Continued from page 1
how many businesses
had come forward and
applied, she was told
none, and then at the
next meeting, it was
announced that there
were five businesses
looking to get approved
before the ordinance
sunsetted.

Paul also said she

thinks the new proposal
needs to be reviewed
more closely for any
possible loopholes like
the ones they encoun-
tered previously.

Resident Kristine
Perez, also argued that
they need to review the
ordinance closer and
that they should be look-
ing at enacting impact

fees instead. “It stinks…
we have no one applying
(then) two weeks later
we have five that are
applying,” she said.

The Town Council
waived the first reading
of the ordinance, mean-
ing a full presentation of
the proposed ordinance
will take place at the
next Town Council meet-
ing on March 3, begin-
ning at 7 p.m.

• Believes in Government
Transparency 

• Ability to Make the Hard
Decisions 

• Known for Candid and
Forthright Opinions 

• Believes in Responsible
Growth Management 

• Has a Strong Base
Knowledge of Town and
State Statues 

Paid for by Richard Bielinski Jr., 89 Hall Road, Londonderry, NH, 03053
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VOTE 

Time For Change 
in Leadership!

FOR TOWN COUNCIL

Richard 
Bielinski
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Have an Announcement?
This service is provided free of charge to
Londonderry residents who wish to
announce the birth of their child or grand-
child, marriage engagement, wedding or
milestone event such as a Silver Wedding
Anniversary. This is a great way to share
your news with your local community. The
Londonderry Times also accepts obituary
notices. Please contact us at 537-2760 or e-
mail to londonderrytimes@nutpub.net. 

1 ROCKINGHAM ROAD
RT. 28, LONDONDERRY, NH 03053

TEL: 603-432-5245 • FAX: 603-432-0191
INFO AT BROTHERAUTO.COM

Lifetime warranty on all repairs
We meet by accident - 

crash in for quality repairs
Family owned & operated since 1982

It’s YOUR car, 
YOUR choice of repair shops.

SPECIALIZING IN COLLISION REPAIR

Barbara Jane Wallace
Barbara Jane Wallace, 86, of London-

derry, NH, passed away Saturday, Feb. 1,
2025, in her home surrounded by loved
ones. She was born on Sept. 13, 1938, in
Winchester, MA, a daughter of the late
Elmer and Gertrude (Winn) Dearborn.

Barbara will be lovingly remem-
bered for her generosity, unwavering devotion and was
the first to pitch in and lend a helping hand to those in
need. Even though raising her children was her greatest
accomplishment, Barbara possessed an extraordinary
gift to create beautiful masterpieces; most notably was
her cake baking and decorating skills, which she eventu-
ally turned into a business. She also tackled other crafts
resulting in unique and treasurable keepsakes. Barbara
has had several rewarding career opportunities and
engaged in her community as a lifelong member of the
Londonderry Grange and the Londonderry Presbyterian
Church, fostering many friendships along the way.

Barbara’s greatest joys were spending time with her
family, hosting cookouts, birthday parties and game day
extravaganzas; especially the more intimate matches of
Scrabble, where she maintained her status as “Scrabble
Queen”, along with her culinary skills, she also enjoyed
reading. Her legacy is one of unyielding kindness and
generosity and will be sadly missed by all.

She is survived by her son, Brian Wallace and his wife
Jeanne; two daughters, Susan Wallace, and Cindy Doyle
and her husband Terry; five grandchildren, Jeffrey Doyle
and his wife Lisa, Craig Doyle, Katie Doyle, Sean Wallace
and his wife Mia, and Lauren Dawson and her husband
Ryan; seven great-grandchildren, Clover and Finnigan
Kowalczyk, Griffin and Emerson Doyle, Sarah and Harper
Wallace, and Hallie Dawson; her brother, Laurence Dear-
born, and her sister, Linda Campbell, as well as several
nieces, nephews, and extended family members.

Barbara was predeceased by her loving husband of 66
years, Henry P. Wallace; and her two sisters, Virginia Towle
and Dale Watts and brother Elmer “Sonny” Dearborn Jr.

Following cremation, services will be held at the Lon-
donderry Presbyterian Church on April 26, 2025, at 10
a.m., followed by the interment at Pleasant View Ceme-
tery, and returning to the church for a luncheon upstairs
for all wishing to attend. The Peabody Funeral Homes &
Crematorium, 15 Birch St., Derry, NH is assisting the fam-
ily with arrangements. In lieu of flowers memorial contri-
butions may be made to Amedisys Foundation, 8 Com-
merce Drive Suite #101, Bedford NH 03110.

OBITUARY
Leo Allan Beaton

Leo Allan Beaton, 88 of Londonder-
ry, NH passed away on Sunday, Feb. 16,
2025, at All American Assisted Living in
Londonderry after a period of declining
health. Leo was born Sept. 24, 1936, in
East Boston, MA and was a son of the
late Joseph and Bridget (Byrne) Beaton.

Leo was raised in East Boston and Everett, MA and
moved with his family to East Derry in 1967 until his
retirement in 1998. He lived in Londonderry for several
years, and he and his wife wintered for many years in
Bonita Springs, FL.

Leo was a truck driver most of his working life and a
longtime member of Teamsters Local 25 of Boston, MA.
He drove for Associated Transport and Pacific Mountain
Express and retired from Freeman Tradeshow, Exhibit
and Event Company of Boston.

Leo loved planting, gardening and landscaping,
spending hours out in the sun with his yard and gardens.
He had a lifelong love for cars and cherished his T-Birds.
He will forever be remembered for his dry and quick
sense of humor and his appreciation for a good dessert.

Members of the family include his son and his wife,
David A. and Sonia Beaton, his daughter and her hus-
band, Denise and Robert Gagnon, five grandchildren,
Dylan J. Beaton, Dakota-Lee Dumont and her husband
Erik Gile, Nicholas Demars, Heather Gagnon and Jennifer
Gagnon and two great grandchildren, Anthony David and
Emma L. Beaton. Leo was predeceased by his wife of 52
years and love of his life, Anita L. Beaton in 2010 and his
beloved son Joseph in 2011.

Calling hours were held Tuesday, Feb. 25 at the
Peabody Funeral Homes and Crematorium,. A Mass of
Christian Burial was celebrated Wednesday, Feb. 26 at St.
Thomas Aquinas Church. Burial followed at Forest Hill
Cemetery E. Derry. To send a condolence, please visit
www.peabodyfuneralhome.com. 

OBITUARY

acres, it’s in the industri-
al zone. During 2013 this
was part of the Wood-
mont Commons planned
unit development.”

“We’ve mapped and
flagged the wetlands in
accordance with juris-
dictional requirements
in the state of NH,” said
Petropulos. “What we
have along the western
border is several wet-
land complexes that
exist. There are forested
wetlands, there are sev-
eral vernal pools in this
location and intermit-
tent water courses that
all flow towards I-93.”

More vernal pools
flowing to Ash Street
were also along the east
side of the property. The

project also included an
extensive stormwater
drainage plan, taking
several parking lots into
account. The project
included a request for a
dredge and fill permit
from the state. A central
concern of the Conser-
vation Commission was
how the development
could impact local wet-
lands. 

“I didn’t notice, do
you have it indicate that
buffer signs will be
installed?” asked Com-
mission Chair Marge
Badois, who wanted the
wetlands and surround-
ing buffer zone clearly

Conservation Commission Debates Impact of Proposed Commerce Park 
PAUL CONYERS
LONDONDERRY TIMES————–––––———–◆

The Conservation
Commission met
on Jan. 28 to hear

Engineer Jim Petropulos
from Nashua’s Hayner
Swanson give a presen-
tation on possible envi-
ronmental issues related
to the industrial Gate-
way Commerce Park
development at Wood-
mont Commons. 

“The purpose of be-
ing here this evening is
to seek your input on a
proposed design review
submittal for develop-
ment to be located in the
eastern part of London-
derry,” explained Petro-
pulos. “Currently, the
property measures 198

marked during construc-
tion. 

Petropulos promised
the development would
mark wetlands to the
best of their abilities,
though he warned it
could be difficult on
some of the more wood-
ed areas. The plan also
included a restoration
effort using a “conserva-
tion mix” of local plants
in disturbed areas.

“I have placed, in our
site plan set, several
conservation signs in
strategic areas, not just
in the wooded wetland
or the 50-foot zone. To
be truthful, I used 100-

foot spacing instead of
the 50-foot spacing, he
explained. “I don’t think
it looks natural to have
stakes every 50 feet.”

The Conservation
Commission also heard
a presentation from Civil
Engineer Jon Rokeh and
Surveyor Robert Deegan
for a subdivision and
street improvement plan
along Wilson Road. 

“This is a site we’ve
been working on for sev-
eral years,” said Rokeh.
“It’s an eight-lot subdivi-
sion along Wilson Road
on the one-way section.
There’s no wetland
impacts associated with
this project, and what
we’re proposing to do is
along our side of the
road, we’re going to be
putting in drainage and
ditches.”

The project would
also involve cutting
down curves on a sec-
tion of the road to

improve driver site dis-
tance. 

“What’s really going
to improve it is we’re
going to be cutting back
some of the embank-
ments off the road,” said
Rokeh. “There’s no drain-
age along the edge; the
water can go on the road
right now in a lot of
places.”

Looking at a map of
the property, Badois
noted that while there
were no wetlands direct-
ly on the property, sev-
eral patches were near-
by. 

“So, it will be treated
before it gets to the wet-
land?” she asked. 

According to Rokeh
and Deegan, all storm-
water runoff would drain
into a series of detention
basins. 

Overall, no member
of the Conservation
Commission had any
objections to the plan.
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Emily G. Plummer
Emily G. Plummer, 32, of Lon-

donderry, NH, died Thursday, Feb.
20, 2025 at U Mass Memorial Med-
ical Center in Worcester, MA. She
was born on March 8, 1992 in Man-
chester, NH, a daughter of George

“Kitt” Plummer, III and Catharine (Hazelton) Plum-
mer, and had been a lifelong resident of London-
derry. Emily was well known to teachers, staff and
students in the Londonderry school system.
Emily also knew and loved many people who had
diligently cared for her throughout her life.

In addition to her parents of Londonderry;
she is survived by two brothers, George K. Plum-
mer, IV of Stuart, FL, and Isaac D. Plummer of
Bridgewater, VT; her grandparents, Richard and
Marion Hazelton of Chester, NH; as well as her
nieces, Anastasia, Layla and Jasmine. She also
leaves various aunts, uncles and cousins.

Following cremation, a graveside service will
be held in the Pillsbury Cemetery, Hovey Rd.,
Londonderry in the Spring. Memorial contribu-
tions may be made to Easter Seals of NH
https://eastersealsnh.org/donate. The Peabody
Funeral Homes and Crematorium of Derry and
Londonderry are assisting the family with
arrangements. To send a condolence please visit
www.peabodyfuneralhome.com.

OBITUARY

teria in the law.” 
The minutes of the

Nov. 6 non-public ses-
sion were eventually
made available and can
be found on the town
website. 

“What I’m seeing in
the minutes is that
they’re not really min-
utes,” added resident
Garrett Adie. “For exam-
ple, the October minutes
are 36 pages long, and I
don’t really understand
that. Has somebody ad-
vised this board on if
that’s what you need to
do?”

He believed minutes
should summarize a
meeting instead of act-
ing like reading like a
long transcript. 

“What we have done
is that we’ve piggy-
backed with the town’s
transcriber, who keeps
minutes from the other
groups. She’s been fol-
lowing the guidelines

she’s been using for the
other town commit-
tees,” explained Trustee
Liz Thomas. “It might be
possible that we’re all
doing it wrong, but to
our knowledge, we’re
consistent with how the
rest of the town is doing
it.”

Other residents had
questions about library
policy, particularly re-
garding the book check-
out policy for library
card holders under 18.
State Rep. Kristine Perez
reported that a proposal
known as HB 273 was
set to go before the NH
House of Representa-
tives. This proposal
would give parents the
right to learn what
books their children
check out.

“To my understand-
ing, it’s what they have
currently checked out
on their card and not a
history, is that correct?”

Library Faces Possible Change in Policy for Under-18 Cardholders
PAUL CONYERS
LONDONDERRY TIMES————–––––———–◆

The Leach Library
Board of Trustees
opened their Feb-

ruary meeting to public
comments, where sever-
al residents had ques-
tions on how the Trus-
tees keep minutes, in-
cluding Richard Bielins-
ki, who questioned why
the minutes for a non-
public meeting on Nov. 6
were not made available
in a timely manner. 

“You can only seal
them for 72 hours,” claim-
ed Bielinski. “You can
only seal them under
certain circumstances:
to protect the reputation
of somebody, or to pro-
tect if there is a contract.
You guys waived that
when you spoke about
why you went into non-
public.”

He urged the Trus-
tees not to seal minutes
without “meeting the cri-

asked Library Director
Erin Matlin. 

Perez confirmed the
bill was not worded to
require libraries to give
parents check-out histo-
ries. 

“There are a lot of
towns that cannot get
that history,” she noted.
“It will be current, and it
will be anyone under the
age of 18.”

State Rep. Doug
Thomas reminded the
Trustees that HB 273
may not end up becom-
ing law. “If doesn’t pass I
would recommend that
the next Trustees meet-
ing, when they redo the
policy on checking out
books for the library,
that before a parent
signs permission giving
a card to a minor, there
ought to be a disclaimer
on the form that basical-
ly says that by providing
a library card to you
child, you’re giving up

your right to know what
your child is checking
out,” suggested Thomas.
“I believe at least you
would be giving fore-
warning to a parent.”

Not everybody agre-
ed with the need for a
disclaimer or with the
intent behind HB 273.

“If the bill does not
pass, please do not put a
disclaimer on applica-

tions for library cards,”
said resident Erica Laue.
“We don’t need to enable
helicopter parenting; we
don’t need to enable
intensive parental con-
trol over what children
are learning how to read.
That’s between the par-
ent and their children to
sort out, we don’t need
to have that.” 

REMINDER
TOWN & SCHOOL
ELECTIONS
MARCH 11
At the LHS Gym
6 a.m. - 8 p.m.



◆
LO N D O N D E R RY TI M E S ◆ FEBRUARY 27, 2025 PA G E 9

Deb Paul
for Town Council

Not Afraid to Speak
Up for the Residents

Will Help to Manage
Excessive Growth

All For GOOD 
Government  

Will Help to Promote
Real Transparency

Paid for by Deb Paul, 118 Hardy Road, Londonderry, NH • 603-537-2760
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Please consider voting for Deb Paul to represent the 
residents and taxpayers of Londonderry on March 11. 
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Dr Alyssa Ebright DMD    
Dr Trevor Smart DMD   

Always Accepting New Patients
77 Gilcreast Road, Unit 1004, Londonderry 

603-434-8800 • Londonderrydentist.com
ebrightsmartdental@gmail.com 

es the development of
107 acres just south of
the historic Old Rum
Trail. The plan includes
landscaping and trees
across the property to
“compliment the archi-
tecture” of the buildings.
Petropolis claimed other
factors would comply
with all regulations for
the PUD and the town of
Londonderry. 

“The buildings are all
very similar in character
with one-story struc-
ture, flat roof, 36 feet in
height,” he said, adding
that a goal of building
one is to attract “indus-
trial flex” developers
aimed at lighter industri-
al research and develop-
ment. Other elements of
the plan would likely

include warehousing
and manufacturing.

Before recommend-
ing the project to the
Planning Board, mem-
bers of the Heritage
Commission had a few
questions.

“You show approxi-
mately 3,880 feet of
stone walls on the prop-
erty. It doesn’t tell me
how big they are, but
there is a note saying it’s
supposed to be picked
up and stored some-
place to be reused,” said
Commissioner David
Colglazier. “I don’t see
on any of this plan the
locations where you’re
going to redistribute the
material. Can you
enlighten me about
that?”

Petropolis admitted
there was no definitive
plan for where the his-

◆ ◆

Heritage
continued from page 1

toric walls might be
reassembled this early
in the design review
process.

“We’re going to pick
them up, stockpile them,
and the goal is to put
them back into the
plan,” he said. “I believe
that when we finalize
our drawings and we
appear before the Plan-
ning Board, we’re going
to have a representation
of where those walls
are.”

Other questions fo-
cused on how close con-
struction might get to
the Old Rum Trail. 

“You’re probably not
aware of its history, but
that is the original Old
Rum Trail the new road
is named for. Most of it is
compromised already,
but there is a piece that
runs from the intersec-

tion just down from the
radio tower, down to I-93
and I’m wondering if or
how you’re going to be
able to protect that,”
said alternate David
Ellis. “It’s got quite a bit
of history and I know the
state has it down as an
archeological resource.”

The plan involved
paving over at least
some roads in the area,
although the initial plan
seemed to indicate the
development’s stormwa-

ter drainage system
could run through the
Old Rum Trial.

“That would be a
major loss to the town if
we lose that,” warned
Ellis.

Petropolis agreed to
double-check the design
documents to see what
could be done to avoid
minimizing the impact,
and that developers
were in contact with the
NH Division of Historical
Resources. 

Ultimately, the Her-
itage Commission rec-
ommended the plan, on
the condition the appli-
cant gather more infor-
mation from the state to
work towards preserv-
ing that section of the
Old Rum Trail. 

The Heritage Com-
mission is scheduled to
meet again on Thursday,
March 27, at 7 p.m. in
the Moose Hill Council
Chambers.

To adopt a tax cap for
the Londonderry School
District in accordance
with RSA 32:5-c as
amended effective Oct.
1, 2025, and amend the
School District Charter
as appropriate. RSA
32:5-c states that: In a
town that has adopted
this paragraph, a tax
cap limiting the base
amount to be raised by
property taxes to last
year’s base may be
adjusted to account for
inflation and change in
attendance for school
districts, according to
the following formula:

this year’s base = (last
year’s base) x (1 + CPI)
x (this year’s atten-
dance / last year’s atten-
dance).”

Resident Kristine
Perez, who brought the
citizen’s petition war-
rant article forward,
said she was asked to
bring it forward by sev-
eral people in town.
“This makes a very easy
formula,” Perez said,
explaining that it is
based on what the dis-
trict spent the year
before, inflation and the
number of students
increase or decrease.

Citizens Petition Warrant Article Amended At Deliberative
ALEX MALM
LONDONDERRY TIMES————–––––———–◆

Acitizens petition
warrant article
was amended dur-

ing the school district
Deliberative Session.

The warrant article
going into the Delibera-
tive Session stated:

“We, the undersigned
registered voters of the
Town of Londonderry
request the School
Board to insert the fol-
lowing article on the
Warrant for the March
11, 2025 Town Meeting
of Londonderry, NH.

Shall the Town Vote:

It was explained by
Perez, that the law went
into effect in October
that allows them to do
it, and that it would be a
tool they can use if it is
needed.

Perez said that some
towns have done it
based on a percentage,
but she said “I’ve never
liked that,” saying some
others have done it
based on the cost per
student.

The way her propos-
al is set up she feels like
it’s a “fair way” of doing
it.

It was noted during

the Deliberative Ses-
sion, by Perez that it
needs to be a 3/5 vote
by the voters for it to
pass.

A proposed amend-
ment failed which would
essentially make it so
the proposed budget
couldn’t be more than
25% of the previous
year’s budget, however,
the amendment failed.

Resident Tony De-
Francesco argued the
Deliberative Session
wasn’t a time to propose
an amendment like that
saying it was too com-
plicated. “This is not the

time, nor the place to be
doing something that is
this complicated,” he
said. Instead, he pro-
posed his own. “I have
a much simpler way to
do this,” DeFrancesco
said. His amendment
which was approved by
the voters at the Delib-
erative Session will ask
voters to see if they sup-
port the School District
studying a possible tax
cap, and would make it
advisory only.

Voting on the war-
rant article will take
place on March 11.
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article, saying he felt a
more “scaled approach”
for the position would
be more appropriate.

Town Councilor Ron
Dunn said in the current
economic environment
“I don’t think we should
be proposing this.”

Library Board of
Trustees Chair Helen
Palmieri said they are
often understaffed for
the children’s room at
the library because they
only have one person in
the position.

She said they are
looking to support what
is becoming a “clear
need of the community,”
noting that they have a
lot of patrons.

Palmieri also explain-
ed that it’s important to
have someone there full-
time for safety reasons,
noting that they have to
move staff there some-
times from other areas.

Resident Dan Bouch-
ard, spoke during the
Deliberative Session,

saying he thinks that it
is important, and said
he hopes the town will
support the full-time
position but if they
don’t he hopes they will
support the part-time
position.

Deb Paul asked,
“How many employees
does the library have
now ?”

It was noted during
the Deliberative Session
by Library Director Erin
Matlin that they current-
ly have eight full-time
positions at the library
and nine part-time posi-
tions.

Resident Jonathan
Esposito stated he has
three children who go to
the library, and said at
no time did they feel
that they were very
underserved “This is
very clearly a want, not
a need,” he said.

The second warrant
article, which was also
placed on the ballot, will
be to hire a part-time

Librarian Warrant Article Gets Debated at Deliberative
ALEX MALM
LONDONDERRY TIMES————–––––———–◆

Two separate war-
rant articles relat-
ed to a proposed

children’s librarian posi-
tion were discussed and
debated during the
Town Deliberative Ses-
sion.

One of the warrant
articles on the ballot
was to hire a full-time
librarian.

The warrant article
states:

“To see if the Town
will vote to raise and
appropriate $122,165 for
the salary and benefits
associated with adding a
full-time Children’s Lib-
rarian. If this article
passes, this appropria-
tion will be part of both
the operating and de-
fault budget in future
years.”

Town Council Chair
Chad Franz was one of
the Town Councilors
who voted against rec-
ommending the warrant

children’s librarian.
The warrant article

states:
“To see if the Town

will vote to raise and
appropriate $32,310 for
the purpose of adding a
part-time Children’s
Librarian, this position
will not be eligible for
insurance or part of the
NH Retirement System.
If warrant article num-

ber 28 passes, this war-
rant article will be null
and void. Should war-
rant article 28 fail, and
this warrant article pass-
es, this appropriation
will be part of both the
operating and default
budget in future years.”

Budget Committee
Chair Patrick Cassidy,
who supported the war-
rant article, noted that

they would get half the
hours as the full-time
warrant article, for
about a quarter of the
price if they were to vote
for the part-time posi-
tion instead of the full-
time position.

Election Day will be
on March 11, when vot-
ers can vote on various
school and town war-
rant articles.

From LEEP with Love LEEP students at Moose Hill
School display some of the item the school collected for the St. Jude’s
Food Pantry. Classes had boxes placed near the doorways for students to
drop off item for the annual Food Drive. Photo by Chris Paul
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rent signs they have in
Town which are about 16
years old. 

Campo explained
that the rest of the funds
would come from Beauti-
fy Londonderry. 

The warrant article
was previously support-
ed by the Town Council
on a 5-0 vote and was
recommended by the
Budget Committee on a
7-0 vote. 

Londonderry Police
Chief and now Acting
Town Manager, Kim
Bernard, presented a
donation for the pro-
posed project during the
Deliberative Session. 

“In the spirit of help-
ing to get this moving
along here the London-
derry Police Association
is making a donation of a
thousand dollars to
Beautify Londonderry
for the signs,” Bernard
said, noting that the
president of the associa-
tion couldn’t make it to
the Deliberative Session
and asked him to pres-

ent the check on their
behalf. 

It was explained by
Bernard that the organi-
zation is made up of the
efforts by police em-
ployees to help the com-
munity in various differ-
ent ways. 

He said recently, the
association made a
donation of $500 for the
holiday lights. 

“This is the second
donation the police
association has made,”
Bernard said. 

Town Councilor Ron
Dunn, who is the Town
Council Liaison for
Beautify Londonderry,
thanked the association
for the donation. 

“On behalf of Beauti-
fy Londonderry I would
like to thank you,” Dunn
said. 

One question raised
was if they had to
change the amount for
the warrant article, after
receiving the donation. 

Dunn explained that
it’s part of the $10,000

Town Gets Donation For Welcome To Londonderry Signs
ALEX MALM
LONDONDERRY TIMES————–––––———–◆

One of the warrant
articles discussed
during the 2025

Londonderry Town
Deliberative Session was
in regards to the replace-
ment of Welcome to Lon-
donderry signs. 

The warrant article
states: 

“To see if the Town
will vote to raise and
appropriate the sum of
TWENTY THOUSAND
($20,000) for the purpos-
es of replacing the cur-
rent “Welcome to Lon-
donderry” Signs, with
Beautify Londonderry
providing $10,000 in
funding for the project.”

If approved it would
require the Town to
raise $10,000 in property
taxes, resulting in an
estimated tax rate
impact of $0.002.

Londonderry Finance
Director Justin Campo
explained that the war-
rant article appropriates
funds to replace the cur-

Beautify Londonderry is
going to raise funds on
their own. 

One suggestion
raised during the Delib-
erative Session was that
when they replace the
Welcome to Londonder-
ry signs on one side and
then on the other side,
have it say leaving Lon-
donderry so they are in

both directions. 
Another question

raised was what hap-
pens if Beautify London-
derry raises more than
the $10,000 needed by
Beautify Londonderry,
and if the rest would be
returned to the Town. 

Campo said it would
be up to the Beautify
group. 

“That would be up to
Beautify Londonderry,”
Campo said. 

He explained that if
Beautify Londonderry
donates the extra funds,
then it would mean the
Town needs to raise and
appropriate less. 

The Town election is
slated for March 11. 


