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Earl Arrlval The Easter Bunny made an early stop at

the Aviatfon Museum in Londonderry on Saturday. Hundreds of resi-
dents welcomed the large rabbit as he arrived in a student-built RV-12iS.
See more photos on page 8.

Photo by Chris Paul

Leach Library Staff Join Union,
Trustees Look to Fill Vacancy

PAuL CONYERS
LONDONDERRY TIMES

he newly elected
Leach Library
Board of Trustees

used its second meeting
of the month to confront
several internal issues
that have lingered since
last year, including per-

sonnel policies, bylaw
inconsistencies, and the
next steps following the
staff's unanimous vote
to unionize.

Chair Nancy Hen-
dricks opened the dis-
cussion by acknowledg-
ing the confusion creat-
ed by multiple versions

of the library’s person-
nel policy and bylaws
circulating over the past
year. “I did speak with
our attorney earlier
today and | talked with
her specifically about
our personnel policy
and our bylaws and |

continued on page 3
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he the town of
I Londonderry
announced this

week that an agreement
with Saint-Gobain Per-
formance Plastics for
their part in providing
clean drinking water to
to residents in the “Con-
sent Decree” area.

During a special
Town Council meeting
on Monday night, mem-
bers unanimously voted
to approve a settlement
agreement that would
pay over $2M toward the
water line along High
Range Road.

The settlement ag-
reement is expected to
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Water Funding Settlement
Reached with Saint-Gobain

expand access to clean,
reliable drinking water
for residents impacted
by PFAS contamination
along High Range Road.
The agreement ad-
dresses on-going con-
cerns tied to per- and
polyfluoroalkyl sub-
stances (PFAS), includ-
ing PFOA and PFOS,
which have been detect-
ed in a number of pri-
vate wells in the area.
Under the settle-
ment, Saint-Gobain will
help fund water mains
being extended from
Royal Lane north to
Alexander Drive as part
of Phase Il of the High
Range Road project.
Phase I, which expanded

service to southern por-
tions of the road, was
completed in 2025.
Phase Il is scheduled for
completion by fall 2026
and will also allow addi-
tional water line con-
struction west into the
Consent Decree area
beginning in 2027.

For residents, the
expansion provides a
long-term alternative to
private wells that may
be affected by contami-
nation, offering access
to a regulated public
water system through
Pennichuck Water
Works.

The total cost of the
project is estimated at

continued on page 7

DSchooI Board Briefed on Next

0

Steps Following Election Results

ALEX MALM
LONDONDERRY TIMES

he School Board
I received an up-
date on the work

underway following vot-
er approval of several
major warrant articles in
March, including the op-
erating budget, the Full
Day Kindergarten transi-
tion, and the new Dis-
trict Office project. Sup-
erintendent Dan Black
walked the Board throu-
gh the early stages of im-
plementation, noting that
planning done months
ago have allowed the
district to move quickly.

Black began with the
operating budget, ex-
plaining that while this
year’s proposal did not
include many new initia-

tives, its passage ensur-
es the district can con-
tinue its instructional
priorities. “There were
not many asks in this
year’'s operating budget,
but with its approval our
Digital Learning Special-
ists will be preparing
grades 4 to 12 to be pro-
ficient with School Al in
the coming year,” he
said. He added that the
approved budget sup-
ports continued staff col-
laboration and a “laser
focus on achieving fur-
ther high outcomes and
growth on our public fac-
ing numbers.”

The most significant
warrant article for the
district this year was the
approval of Full Day Kin-
dergarten, a change that

will reshape the elemen-
tary schools beginning
in the 2026-27 year.
Black said the district
“capitalized” on months
of preplanning to begin
executing the transition
immediately. Hiring for
known K-5 openings has
begun, and Black said
the district expects to
have staffing in place by
Spring Break. “There are
many staff shifting grad-

continued on page 6
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Local Man Charged in Alleged Years-Long Cyberstalking Campaign

CHRIS PAuL
LONDONDERRY TIMES

Londonderry man
‘ \ has been arrested
and charged in

federal court in connec-
tion with what authori-
ties describe as a years-
long cyber-stalking cam-
paign targeting a Massa-
chusetts woman, involv-
ing harassment, imper-
sonation, and the distri-
bution of  explicit
images.

Brad Cerullo, 46, was
charged by criminal
complaint with one
count of cyber-stalking.
He was arrested
Wednesday, March 25,
and appeared in federal
court in Boston, where

he was ordered detained
pending a hearing last
week.

According to the U.S.
Attorney’s Office for the
District of Massachu-
setts, Cerullo is accused
of using social media
platforms, text mes-
sages, and other online
tools to harass and
intimidate the victim
over an extended peri-
od. Authorities allege
that his actions included
posting sexually explicit
content, impersonating
the victim online, and
encouraging others to
engage in harmful and
abusive behavior toward
her.

Federal investigators

say the alleged conduct
spanned several years,
with evidence indicating
the campaign began as
early as 2020 and con-
tinued into 2025. During
that time, the victim
reportedly received
dozens of disturbing
messages from
unknown individuals,
many referencing explic-
it images and personal
information that had
been shared online
without her consent.
Charging documents
allege that Cerullo creat-
ed multiple fake social
media accounts posing
as the victim. These
accounts allegedly
included personal
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details such as her
home address, phone
number, email, work-
place, and educational
background. Investiga-
tors say the accounts
were used to post fabri-
cated and sexually
explicit content, as well
as messages designed to
humiliate and exploit
the victim.

Authorities further
allege that Cerullo
obtained and distrib-
uted more than 300
images of the victim,

including sexually
explicit photos and
videos  that  were

believed to have been
taken from a secure
device and never intend-
ed for public viewing.

In addition to posting
the material, Cerullo is
accused of encouraging
others online to save,
share, and repost the
images, as well as con-
tact the victim directly.
Some messages alleged-
ly suggested or promot-
ed sexual violence,
according to investiga-
tors.

The impact on the
victim was significant,
according to court docu-
ments.

Authorities say she
experienced  ongoing
emotional distress and
took extensive measures
to protect her privacy
and safety, including
changing her routines
and limiting the person-
al information she
shared publicly.

She also reportedly
incurred personal
expenses to investigate
the source of the harass-
ment.

Investigators were
able to link the alleged
activity to Cerullo
through a review of digi-
tal records, including
accounts  associated
with major technology
companies. According
to the affidavit, overlap-
ping subscriber informa-
tion such as email
addresses, phone num-
bers, and IP data con-
nected the accounts
used in the alleged
scheme to Cerullo.

A search of accounts

allegedly  associated
with Cerullo revealed
hundreds of images of
the victim, including
explicit material, as well
as evidence that some of
the content had been
shared with others.

The  investigation
involved multiple agen-
cies, including the FBI's
Boston Division, as well
as local police depart-
ments in  Haverhill,
Andover, and London-
derry.

U.S. Attorney Leah B.
Foley and FBI Special
Agent in Charge Ted E.
Docks announced the
charges, with Assistant
U.S. Attorney Luke A.
Goldworm prosecuting
the case.

Cerullo faces up to
five years in prison,
three years of super-
vised release, and a fine
of up to $250,000 if con-
victed. Federal officials
emphasized that the
charge is an allegation,
and the defendant is pre-
sumed innocent unless
and until proven guilty
in a court of law.

éouth Road Water Main

|

Extension - Construction

eginning April 20,
Bfor the duration of
the 2026 construc-
tion season (weather
permitting) Pennichuck

Water will be installing a
new water main on

South Road and Pleasant
Drive.

Residents  should
expect delays and seek
alternate routes.

The town apologizes
for any inconvenience

EBRIGHT

and thanks you for your
cooperation.

Any question con-
tact the Department of
Public Works at 603-432-
1100 X193.
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Planning Board Formally Sends

PAuL CONYERS
LONDONDERRY TIMES

he Planning Board
I held a special hear-
ing on March 23 to
finalize months of work
on revisions to the
town’s Planned Unit De-
velopment (PUD) ordi-
nance, ultimately voting
to forward the updated
language to the Town
Council along with pub-
lic comments. The deci-
sion followed a lengthy
discussion that reflected
both the complexity of
PUD regulations and the
community’s desire for
clearer  expectations
around large-scale devel-
opment.

“We’'ve been awhile
at this,” Board member
Art Rugg said, noting
that the Board had
already held three work
sessions; one each in
October, November, and
February; to debate
what changes were need-
ed. The revisions, he
said, were the product of
sustained effort to bring
clarity and structure to a

process that has often
been criticized for being
too flexible for develop-
ers and too unpre-
dictable for residents.

Deputy Town Manag-
er Kellie Carson remind-
ed the Board that PUDs
already require their
own master plans nego-
tiated between the town
and the property owner.
“A planning board can
adopt more flexible pro-
visions by way of a zon-
ing ordinance,” she said,
explaining that the goal
of the revisions was to
better define that flexi-
bility and ensure it
serves the town’s long-
term interests.

Under state law,
PUDs allow developers
to propose large, mixed-
use projects, such as
Woodmont Commons,
that operate somewhat
independently of tradi-
tional zoning rules. But
the lack of clear distinc-
tions between residen-
tial and nonresidential
development has led to
concerns that develop-

ers can front load resi-
dential  construction
while delaying or aban-
doning promised com-
mercial components.

Board member Tony
DeFrancesco pointed to
examples in nearby
communities where de-
velopers built out the
residential portion of a
PUD, then returned to
the town claiming com-
mercial space was no
longer viable. “The in-
tent is to make sure the
commercial part is de-
veloped or substantially
developed before the
residential part,” he
said. Residential growth,
he noted, brings signifi-
cant infrastructure costs,
from school buses to
sewer expansions, and
the Board wants to
ensure taxpayers are not
left footing the bill.

“We as a town,
myself included, don’t
want to be paying for a
developer’s infrastruc-
ture,” resident Leo Lee
added during public
comment.

LoNDONDERRY TIMES © APRIL 2, 2026

PUD Revisions to Town Councill

Not everyone felt the
changes were easy to
understand. Resident
Ray Breslin said he
struggled to compare
the new draft to the
existing ordinance. “I
have no idea what those
changes are,” he said.
“I've taken a look at this
draft, and it's a little
hard to make a compari-
son. Has this draft
changed anything from
the original one? What
has changed?”

Board members ac-
knowledged that the re-
vised ordinance is long-
er, but said much of the
added language simply
clarifies terms that were
vague or undefined in
the original version.
“Some of them were one
word things on the origi-
nal, which turned into a
sentence, but it’s the
same thing,” DeFrances-
co said.

The updated ordi-
nance outlines broader
PUD obijectives, includ-
ing housing diversity,
mixed-use  opportuni-

ties, infrastructure effi-
ciency, environmental
protection, and econom-
ic vitality. It also intro-
duces structured public
hearings for new PUDs, a
master plan checklist,
density standards, and
expanded review criteria.

One issue that drew
particular attention was
the definition of “active
and substantial” devel-
opment, an important
threshold that deter-
mines whether a PUD
retains its special zoning
status. Resident Dave
Robbins asked for a
clearer timeline. “Is that
25% of monetary cost? Is
it 25% of buildings?” he
asked. “If | polled every-
one here, everyone
would have a different
take on what ‘active and
substantial’ is.”

The Board agreed to
explicitly reference the
definition already found
in the town’s site plan
regulations. Under the
proposed revisions, a
PUD that does not make
active and substantial
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progress within two
years risks losing its
PUD designation.

“What is the benefit
to Londonderry of the
PUD?” resident Martha
Smith asked. Rugg re-
sponded that the origi-
nal intent, dating back to
a 1997 “village concepts”
proposal, was to create
walkable, mixed-use dis-
tricts that function as
town centers. DeFran-
cesco added that PUDs
give the Planning Board
greater control over lar-
ge developments than
traditional zoning would.

Breslin also asked
whether PUD master
plans are legally binding.
Carson confirmed that
they are, though they
can be amended with
town approval.

After reviewing the
public’s concerns and
making final adjustments,
the Planning Board voted
to send the revised ordi-
nance to the Town Coun-
cil, where it will undergo
further review and addi-
tional public input.

DLibrary

Continued from page 1

said, ‘My goodness,
there have been so
many varieties of each!””
Hendricks said. “I think
that we need to bring
both of them back and
revisit them so we can
start all over.”

To begin that pro-
cess, the Board agreed
to form two subcommit-
tees. Vice Chair Beth
Marrocco and Secretary
Erica Laue volunteered
to serve on the Person-
nel Policy Subcommit-
tee, while Hendricks and
Treasurer Azra Palo will

take the
review.

The Board also turn-
ed its attention to the
library staff’s recent de-
cision to join Teamsters
Local 633, a move that
will require the Trustees
to negotiate the library’s
first union contract. In a
public statement, Local
633 praised the employ-
ees for standing togeth-
er. “The group is excited
to move forward to
negotiate a first contract
that will ensure that
they will have an accept-
able working en-
vironment moving for-
ward, which would allow
them to continue to pro-

on bylaw

vide the community
with a much loved serv-
ice,” the union wrote.
“This group of Library
Technicians stood solid-
ly together to protect
the terms and condi-
tions of their employ-
ment.”

Hendricks said that
under typical practice,
“the people that go to
the table” for negotia-
tions are the Chair and
Vice Chair. She and Mar-
rocco agreed to lead the
negotiating team as the
library begins discus-
sions over salaries, ben-
efits, and working condi-
tions. Palo asked wheth-
er negotiations would be
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an annual process; Hen-
dricks explained that
most contracts run for
three years, though
terms can vary.

The Board then ad-
dressed the vacancy cre-
ated by former Chair Liz
Thomas, who resigned
on March 10. Because
the resignation occurred
after the filing deadline,
the seat could not be
filled during the recent
election. Hendricks said
the Board has up to 60
days to appoint a re-
placement. Administra-
tive Services Director
Kirsten Hildonen will

post the opening online
along with several other
library positions.

Hendricks said she
hopes applicants will
demonstrate a clear
commitment to the
library’s mission. “The
only thing on my mind
would be how indeed
does the individual
intend to support the
library itself and the
Board of Trustees,” she
said.

Laue said she would
like to see candidates
with experience in lib-
raries or public service,
“specifically public serv-

J

ices in a formalized board
environment.” Marrocco
added that familiarity
with Leach Library’s
current needs, including
its ongoing mold remedi-
ation and building chal-
lenges, would be impor-
tant. “I would be inter-
ested in what they know
about the needs of
Leach as they currently
exist,” she said.

Board members agre-
ed to forward their pre-
ferred qualifications to
Hildonen in the coming
days as the search
begins.
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Editorial

April is a Month of Lightness,
Renewal, and Reflection

April brings a mix of traditions,
and each one seems to carry its
own message. We start the month
with April Fools’ Day, then moving
into Easter, and Passover follows
close behind finishing up with Earth
Day. Different holidays, different
histories — but together they say
something about who we are and
how we move through the world.

April Fools’ comes first, and
while it's known for jokes, there’s a
purpose to it. After a long winter, a
little laughter isn’t such a bad thing.
It reminds us not to take ourselves
too seriously and that a small
moment of humor can break ten-
sion and lighten the load. In times
like these, a hardy laugh can go a
long way.

Then Easter arrives, bringing the
first real signs of spring with it.
Even without the religious meaning,
Easter has always been about new
beginnings. The days getting
brighter and longer, families gather,
and the world starts to wake up
again. It's a reminder that no matter
how long or cold the season has
been something fresh is always
waiting on the other side.

Passover follows, carrying a
message that resonates with any-
one who has ever had to push
through a hard time. It's a story
about endurance, courage, and the
strength to move forward. The tra-

ditions — the meal, the storytelling,
the gathering of generations —
remind us that resilience is built
step by step, and that remembering
where we've been helps guide
where we’re going.

And as the month winds down,
we close April with Earth Day — a
fitting end to a month built on
reflection and fresh starts. Earth
Day asks us to look beyond our-
selves and think about the world we
share. It's a reminder that renewal
isn’t just personal; it's something
we owe to the planet and to each
other. Small actions matter. They
add up. They shape the kind of com-
munity — and world — we leave
behind.

Put together, these observances
offer a pretty balanced picture of
what this season is all about. A little
humor. A sense of renewal. A
reminder of resilience. They
encourage us to show up for one
another, the plant, and appreciate
what we have, and stay hopeful
even when the path ahead isn’t per-
fectly clear.

So as April unfolds, take a
moment to breathe it all in. Hers to
laughter, new beginnings,
resilience, and responsibility. Let
this season bring out the best in
you, and let it remind us all that
even in a big world, one person can
still make a difference.
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Library Trustees

To the editor,

A big shout out to
Nancy Hendricks as the
new chairman, Beth
Marrocco as the Secre-
tary and a warm wel-
come to Erica Laue, and
Azra Palo. You all are a
metaphor that change
for the good happens
and this gives hope that
the current administra-
tion will change for the
good as well. May we all
keep the faith and work
as hard as we can for
regime change, which is
so needed if we want to
keep our Democracy.

Jane Cooper

Londonderry

Upgrade Our Air

Defense Systems

To the editor,

Iran retaliated again-
st our recent air strikes
by launching missiles
and drones against our
military bases in the
Middle East. They hit on
and near our U.S. Navy

Letters

base in Bahrain, which is
the headquarters for our
Fifth Fleet. Iran also hit a
U.S. base in Kuwait with
drones that killed six and
wounded a number of
our military members.
The dozen destroyers
prepositioned in the
region were able to shoot
down some of the mis-
siles and drones. Looking
to the future, U.S. Navy
warships are typically
scattered over the
world’s oceans. They
would not be available to
quickly concentrate to
counter a surprise attack.

It appears some of
our military bases in the
Middle East are targets
for missile and drone
attacks that are design-
ed to overwhelm our air
defense systems with
huge numbers of incom-
ing missiles and drones.
We need to increase the
number of Terminal
High Altitude Area De-
fense (THAAD) and Pat-
riot systems available at
our bases to counter the

missile attacks. Larger
guantities of intercep-
tors are also needed.
Unfortunately, these sys-
tems are very expensive
and take time to pro-
duce.

Iran, Russia, China
and other adversarial
countries have huge
guantities of drones
available due to the low
cost to produce these
weapons. Large num-
bers of attacking drones
fired in rapid succession
from many locations can
overwhelm air defense
systems. Apparently, Uk-
raine has shown that
these slow-moving dron-
es can be shot down by
high caliber machine
guns. Machine guns and
ammunition can be
mass produced at rela-
tively low cost.

We should consider the
implementation of multi-
ple high caliber machine
gun systems at some of
our military bases.

Donald Moskowitz

Londonderry

Londonderry Times welcomes letters of up to 500 words on topics of local interest, and prints as many letters as
possible. Please e-mail your letters to the Londonderry Times at londonderrytimes@nutpub.net. All letters must
include the writer's name, address and phone number for verification if needed; name and town of residence will
be printed. Londonderry Times reserves the right to reject or edit letters content. Anonymous letters will not be
printed. Letters received/printed do not reflect the views of the publisher.

State Fire Marshal Reminds To Check For
Recalls After Carbon Monoxide Scare

he NH State Fire
Marshal's Office is
reminding residents

to make informed deci-
sions when purchasing,
using, and maintaining
safety equipment and
household appliances,
especially carbon mono-
xide (CO) alarms, boilers
and fuel burning devices.

Recent incidents in
the state linked to car-
bon monoxide poison-
ing underscore the im-
portance of purchasing
certified, reliable prod-
ucts and maintaining them
in accordance with the
manufacturer's instruc-
tions.

“After you purchase
and install an appliance,
occasionally look for re-
calls. Items like boilers,

heaters, kitchen appli-
ances, lithium-ion bat-
tery products, and al-
arms can be recalled
months or even years
after they're sold, and
staying informed en-
sures the products in
your home are both reli-
able and safe.” said NH
State Fire Marshal Sean
P. Toomey.

In February, the U.S.
Consumer Product Safe-
ty Commission (CPSC)
notified purchasers that
thousands of smoke al-
arms had been recalled
after determining the
product may fail to
sound and warn home-
owners during a fire. A
separate warning was
issued in 2024 for combi-
nation smoke and car-

bon monoxide alarms.
CPSC's Recalls & Prod-
uct Safety Warnings
database also indicates
that 11 boilers have
been recalled over the
past five years.

“When it comes to
protecting your family,
it's essential to purchase
from reputable retailers
and verify that devices
meet nationally recog-
nized standards,” said
Toomey. “Also, remem-
ber to replace alarms and
batteries as recommend-
ed by the manufacturer.”

Consumers should
report incidents or safe-
ty concerns at Safer-
Products.gov,  where
they can also find the
most up-to-date informa-
tion on existing recalls.
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Elementary Schools Hold Second Annual STEM nght

Elementary school students and their families filled the Londonderry High
School Café recently to take part in the second annual STEM Night. Dozens of
science experiments were set up by members of the LHS Honor Society for
participants to take part in. The Robotics team, the PVC Pirates, were also at
the event to show students their latest robot that shot a multitude of balls into
a large receptacle in the center of the café. Photos by Chris Paul
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Wetland Concerns Raised Over Town Hall Parking Lot Expansion

PAUL CONYERS
LONDONDERRY TIMES

he Conservation
Commission spent
much of its March

24 meeting weighing the
environmental implica-
tions of a proposed park-
ing lot and office expan-
sion at Town Hall, a pro-
ject tied to the construc-
tion of the new SAU
building. While the ex-
pansion is intended to
address longstanding
parking shortages, com-
missioners focused
heavily on how the work
would affect the sur-
rounding wetland buffer
and the trail system that
winds behind the munic-
ipal complex.

Deputy Director of
Public Works James Dan-
is explained that the
project is designed to
support both the exist-
ing Town Hall and the
new SAU offices. “The
current parking facility
is, as I'm sure all of you

well know, fairly under-
sized,” he said. “This
parking lot expansion
will occur in a manner
that provides adequate
parking for both the
existing facility as it sits,
as well as the new build-
ing expansion for SAU.”
Because the project
is town-driven, it does
not require a formal con-
ditional use permit, but
the town is still following
the full review process.
TF Moran engineer Nick
Golan said he walked the
site with a wetland scien-
tist early in the design
phase to understand the
constraints. “There’s no
formal permit that’s
issued, but we still go
through all of the proce-
dural steps to make sure
we’re soliciting com-
ments from all of the
right parties,” he said.
Phase one of the proj-
ect would disturb rough-
ly 5,700 square feet of
the wetland buffer,

though  Golan em-
phasized that no direct
wetland  impact is

planned. Later phases
will have a greater foot-
print, making early plan-
ning critical. “One of the
difficulties we have here
is proximity,” Golan said.
“We can’t put this park-
ing on the other side of
the moon and expect
people to walk comfort-
ably to this building.
The strategy we devised
was building out the lay-
ers of the existing park-
ing lot and tucking them
as close to the existing
building as possible.”
As commissioners re-
viewed the plans, they
paused to discuss the
nature of the wetlands
themselves. The area
behind Town Hall is clas-
sified as low-functioning
under state evaluation
standards; a designation
based on factors like
wildlife habitat, flood
storage, water filtration,

and ecological connec-
tivity. High-functioning
wetlands typically sup-
port sensitive species or
provide major flood con-
trol benefits, while low-
functioning  wetlands
still require protection
but offer fewer of those
critical services. Even
so, Londonderry’s ordi-
nances require a 50foot
buffer around most wet-
lands, and any work
inside that buffer must
demonstrate  minimal
impact and no reason-
able alternative. The
Commission also noted
the presence of a trail
system that residents
frequently use and that
they hope to preserve.
A stormwater man-
agement system is in-
cluded in the design to
handle runoff from the
expanded pavement.
Questions arose when
commissioners noticed
the addition of a gravel
police impound lot with-

in the project footprint.
Alternate Gary Della
Grotta asked why an
impound area was being
included in a project
centered on the SAU
building. Danis explain-
ed that such additions
are common when multi-
ple departments have
overlapping needs. “In
this case, the Police
Department has a need
for additional storage,”
he said. “While it is unre-
lated to the SAU itself,
you are correct, it is an
effort where we are
working with the Police
Department for a little
extra space where it is
sorely needed.” He add-
ed that the impound lot
would be funded throu-
gh existing Police De-
partment resources.
Commissioners also
questioned the lack of
landscaping in the pro-
posal. Conservation Chair
Marge Badois asked who
decided not to include

plantings. Danis said the
parking lot is tied to the
larger building expan-
sion, which has its own
landscaping plan, but he
agreed to revisit the
issue. “We certainly can
take this into considera-
tion to see where we
have some opportunity,”
he said.

Alternate Mike Speltz
pressed for more clarity
on the project timeline,
asking how long the gap
would be between phase
one and phase two. Nei-
ther Golan nor Danis
could provide a firm
answer. Danis noted that
phase two cannot begin
until at least June due to
the need for an active
wetlands permit and
contractor availability.

After repeated con-
cerns about buffer im-
pacts, Golan and Danis
agreed to explore wheth-
er a few parking spaces
could be eliminated to
reduce disturbance.

School Board

Continued from page 1
es to match our current
known enrollment out-
side of the changes put
in place for Full Day
Kindergarten,” he noted.
Curriculum materials,
classroom supplies, and
kindergarten specific re-
sources are also being
ordered. By mid April,
the district expects to

know the full scope of
classroom moves requir-
ed as Moose Hill's kin-
dergarten program is re-
located into North, South,
and Matthew Thornton
Elementary Schools. “We
suspect that we will be
moving at least 40 to 50
classrooms because of
the domino effect of new
Kindergarten classrooms,”
Black said. The district
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603.216.1188
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plans to complete the
move by the second
week of July.

At Matthew Thorn-
ton, the portables cur-
rently located at Moose
Hill will be moved on
June 24, 2026. A con-
struction manager is in
place to oversee the re-
configuration of the
1940s wing and the con-
nection of the portables

to the building. The dis-
trict’s Buildings & Grou-
nds team will handle
smaller projects throu-
ghout the summer. “We
want to complete all
these updates by the
second week of August,”
Black said.

Enrollment monitor-
ing remains a key focus
as the district prepares
for the incoming kinder-
garten and first grade
classes. Black said the
district will continue
encouraging families to
register early so staffing
and space needs can be
finalized before summer.
“Right now our high-

water mark of Kinder-
garten enrollment should
be about 220, but we will
continue to monitor it,”
he said. At present, the
district has enough staff
and space for both new
kindergarten and first
grade students, with
room to grow in all three
elementary schools if
needed.

Another major war-
rant article approved by
voters was the construc-
tion of a new District
Office, a joint project
between the Town and
School District. Black
said a construction man-
ager is already in place,

|

and staff from both sides
will collaborate closely
over the next year. “We
will need to figure out
this spring how we col-
laborate on the funding
with the Town for this
project at different mile-
stones,” he said. The dis-
trict anticipates a busy
summer of planning and
preparation to ensure
the new office is ready
for occupancy by the
end of next school year.
The Board is expect-
ed to receive regular
updates as each project
progresses through the
spring and summer
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Councilors Address $15K Threshold on Purchasing Policy

ALEX MALM
LONDONDERRY TIMES

he Town Council
spent  consider-
able time at its

most recent meeting try-
ing to untangle the sta-
tus of its purchasing pol-
icy, after Council Chair
Ron Dunn raised con-
cerns that the Council
had not formally extend-
ed its temporary pur-
chasing rules following a
failed vote earlier in the
month. The discussion
highlighted the ongoing
uncertainty surrounding
how the town should
handle purchasing ap-
provals while two com-
peting policy drafts re-
main unresolved and the
existing policy has al-
ready been rescinded.
The issue stems from
a long running effort to
overhaul the town’s pur-
chasing procedures. Town
Manager Shaun Mulhol-
land has been working

on a revised policy for
months, while Town
Council Vice Chair Shaw-
n Faber has drafted his
own version that would
significantly shift pur-
chasing authority away
from the Town Manager
and toward the Town
Council. At the Council’s
previous meeting, Fab-
er's proposal was brou-
ght forward for a vote,
but it failed on a 2-2 tie
because Faber was
absent. Without a major-
ity, the town was left
without a clear purchas-
ing framework.

A memo presented at
that earlier meeting out-
lined the complicated
history of the policy.
The Town Council first
adopted a purchasing
policy in 2002, amending
it in 2007, 2011, and
2013. In September 2025,
the Council passed Or-
dinance 202509, which
rescinded the old Town

Code chapter and re-
numbered it as ADM910,
effectively clearing the
way for a new policy.
Faber’'s draft would
make sweeping chan-
ges, including shifting
approval for all consult-
ing agreements and
many other expendi-
tures from the Town
Manager to the Town
Council.

With no new policy
in place, Dunn said the
town needed to main-
tain the $15,000 pur-
chasing threshold that
had been used tem-
porarily while the new
policy was being draft-
ed. Under that thresh-
old, any purchase above
$15,000, aside from spe-
cific exemptions, must
come before the Town
Council for approval.
Dunn said this safe-
guard needed to remain
in place until the Coun-
cil adopts a permanent

policy.
Mulholland, howev-

er, said he needed clari-
ty on exactly what the
exemptions were. He
noted that the Council
had referenced exemp-
tions at the previous
meeting but had not
clearly defined them.
“My concern is if you
don’t even know what
they are, how am | sup-
posed to know?” he said.
“That’s why it’s impor-
tant to get this motion
correct.”

Dunn said the ex-
emptions were intended
to cover essential com-
modities such as salt,
gas, and oil, which fluc-
tuate in price and are
purchased frequently.
But Mulholland pressed
for more precise lan-
guage, saying ambiguity
could lead to confusion
or even accusations that
he had violated the
Council’s directive. “It's

important because
don'twanttogetina Slt
uation where I'm violat-
ing the motion that you
made because | don’t
know what it is,” he said.
“It was really unclear
what those were too.”
Mulholland  added
that staff had already
encountered situations
where they had to deter-
mine whether certain
purchases fell under the
exemptions, underscor-
ing the need for clarity.
He said the town should
not be improvising its
purchasing rules while
waiting for a final policy.
The Council ultimate-
ly agreed to temporarily
adopt only the purchas-
ing thresholds outlined
in Faber’s draft policy,
without implementing
any of the other rules or
procedures contained in
his proposal. This com-
promise allows the town
to operate under a clear-

er set of spending limits
while the broader policy
debate continues.

“It will just be draft
for now, and we will go
under those conditions,”
Faber said, noting that
the thresholds alone
would guide purchasing
decisions until the Coun-
cil finalizes a full policy.

The Council is ex-
pected to revisit the pur-
chasing policy in the
coming weeks, but the
discussion made clear
that members remain
divided on how much
authority should rest
with the Town Manager
versus the Town Coun-
cil. Until a final policy is
approved, the town will
continue operating un-
der temporary rules,
rules that both Dunn
and Mulholland say
must be clearly defined
to avoid confusion and
ensure compliance.

Settlement

continued from page 1

approximately $4.29 mil-
lion. Under the agree-
ment, Saint-Gobain will
fund 40 percent of the
construction costs

about $1.7 million - and

place an additional
$410,000 in escrow to
cover potential cost

overruns. The town will
cover the remaining 60
percent, along with engi-
neering and project man-
agement expenses,
though officials note
that grants and other
funding sources may
help offset local costs.
Town officials said
the agreement also posi-
tions Londonderry to
expand water access

beyond the currently
defined project area. Vot-
ers approved the reallo-
cation of unused project
funds at the March 2026
town election, and state
officials have given pre-
liminary approval to
redirect grant funding
toward future water line
extensions.

“This is an important
milestone for Londonder-
ry and for the residents
who have waited far too
long for a permanent
path to clean drinking
water,” Town Council
Chair Ron Dunn said in a
statement, adding that
the agreement reflects
the principle that respon-
sible parties should con-
tribute to solutions.

Town Manager Shaun
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Mulholland said the set-
tlement helps move the
project forward while
setting the stage for
additional expansion.

“This agreement
helps bring an important
piece of the project
across the finish line
while setting up the next
phase of work,” Mulhol-
land said.

“It puts Londonderry
in a stronger position to
expand access to public
water and serve the
community well into the
future.”

In addition to ex-
panding infrastructure,

the project is expected
to improve property val-
ues, reduce reliance on
private well mainte-
nance, and provide
greater peace of mind for
residents concerned
about water quality.

The agreement also
avoids prolonged litiga-
tion between the town
and Saint-Gobain over
PFAS-related claims.
While the company
denies liability, both sides
agreed to share costs to
accelerate progress.

Officials emphasized
that the settlement does
not replace Saint-Gob-
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Kindergarten and First Grade
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ain’s existing obligations
under prior agreements
with the state, which
require the company to
continue providing alter-
native water solutions
within designated areas.

Pennichuck  Water
Works will oversee con-
struction and manage-
ment of the project as

Londonderry continues
its long-term effort to
deliver safe drinking
water to affected neigh-
borhoods.

Of note, the settle-
ment funds will be used
for the extention to
Alaxander and doest
include individual resid-
ntial connections.
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Faster Bunny Makes an Arrival at the Aviation Museum

—aat— —id - " el

The Easter Bunny arrived at the Aviation Museum on Saturday, March 28, wel- ‘“ 1
comed by hundreds as he arrived on the tarmac in a student-built RV-12iS air- [t
plane. The bunny was led to the museum by Executive Director Jeff Rapsis -".-_‘-.‘" .
where he greeted folks and posed for photos in the museum library. Treats
from the Granite State Candy Shoppe were also handed out to those partici-
pating in the annual event. Photo by Chris Paul
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