
June 8, 2023  ◆ Volume 24 – Issue 20 A FREE Weekly Publication

HOMETOWN NEWS DELIVERED TO EVERY HOME IN TOWN FREE

PRESORTED STANDARD 
US POSTAGE PAID

LONDONDERRY, NH 03053
Permit #57    ECRWSS

POSTAL PATRON
LONDONDERRY, NH 03053

Londonderry High School Adult Education Student, Mackenzie
Belisle, celebrates with Crystal Rich after receiving her diploma 
during the school’s June Commencement. Photo by Chris Paul 
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CHRIS PAUL
LONDONDERRY TIMES————–––––———–◆

The Londonderry School Dis-
trict held its June Com-
mencement of the Adult

Education Program, graduating
41 students, at the Londonderry
High School gymnasium.

Forty of the forty-one gradu-
ates attended the ceremony,
which was held on Wednesday,
May 31, and was one of the

largest Spring classes ever con-
ducted at the school. A number of
those receiving diplomas that
evening were also from the neigh-
boring community of Litchfield-
through Campbell High School

Assistant Principal and Adult
Education Director, Crystal Rich,
was the main presenter at the
event.

High School Principal, Jason

Adult Education Program 
Graduates 40 Students
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ALEX MALM
LONDONDERRY TIMES————–––––———–◆

When Richard
Flier bought 2
Litchfield Road,

he knew at the time it
had a historic preserva-
tion easement deed
attached to it.

Now Flier is hoping
the town will remove the
covenant as he hopes to
sell the property. He
said right now it’s been
difficult to sell the prop-
erty due to the restric-
tions.

Flier explained that
the easement is for the
outside and the inside of
the property, which pro-
vides controls over his-
torical items, but said all
historical items have
been removed from the
rooms.

Another concern

Flier pointed to is that
one section of the house
had “bouncy floors” and
said the walls aren’t
insulated.

Flier also said that if
they were to have some-
one live there, they
would have to do some
work in the kitchen to
make it a “real kitchen”

He stated that the
Democratic Party had
been paying to rent it,
but said, “They recently
ran out of funding,” and
that he wasn’t collecting
any rent for it.

According to Flier,
based on the condition
of the property it likely
wouldn’t qualify for his-
torical funding.

Flier said they had a
number of commercial
potential tenants like
law firms and a manage-

ment companies to pos-
sibly rent the property,
however, they weren’t
interested based on the
agreement.

At one point Flier
said they were looking
to add a bank there and
to restore it, but it was
ultimately shut down.

Ex-Officio, Jim Butler,
who was one of the com-
missioners who inspect-
ed the property, said it
could be difficult to sell
it.

◆ ◆

Heritage Commission Hear
Historic Home Owner Plea

Road and it abuts the
Nevins community be-
hind Home Depot.

During the discus-
sion to release the land
of its Conservation Ease-
ment, Town Manager,
Mike Malaguti, made it
clear the land they were
talking about was the
land referred to as the
“Orchard Lot” and not
the land that directly
buffers the Nevins from
the orchard.

Malaguti said, “There
is no proposal to devel-
op or can this area be
developed. It is to

remain as open space.”
He also made it clear

that there is about 640-
feet between the Nevins
and the nearest proper-
ty line of the land they
will be discussing.

It was also stated
that there was a fence
being asked for by the
Nevins Board of Direc-
tors, between the lot
being sold by the town
and the Nevins buffer
property. A prohibition
on garden-style apart-
ments was also request-
ed to be written into the

Town Council Allow Gilcreast
Road Plan to Move Forward
CHRIS PAUL
LONDONDERRY TIMES————–––––———–◆

During the Town
Council meeting
on Monday night,

June 5, a large group or
residents from The Nev-
ins Community were in
attendance to voice
their concerns about a
piece of property that
has been controlled by
the Conservation Com-
mission for about 20-
years and is now being
looked at as a site for
high-density homes.

The property is
located at 35 Gilcreast
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Red Stars Londonderry’s Morgan Torre, back left, and Emily
Cowette, back right, will be representing the USA at the International
Baton Twirling Federation World Championships in Liverpool, England,
this summer. The two LHS graduates will be competeing in the Senior
Division of the be competing in the Womens Artistic Pairs competition.
Cowette is going into her second year as The Purdue University Golden
Girl leads the Purdue All-American Marching Band. She was also fourth
runner up to Miss Majorette of America in 2022. Courtesy photo

PERSONAL INJURY LAW
You don’t have to go to Boston or Manchester to get the best lawyer

MILLIONS RECOVERED FOR CLIENTS
Auto Accidents, Drunk Driving Victims, Medical 
& Pharmacy Mistakes, Construction Accidents, 

Motorcycle Injuries, Aviation Accidents,
Other Accidents and Injuries

4 Birch St. 
Derry, NH

(603) 437-2643

126A Pleasant Valley St.
Suite 11, Methuen, MA

(978) 691-5453

Law Offices of
Andrew D. Myers

www.attorney-myers.com

All Positions Part Time
Deli, Cashier, Customer Service, Meat Room

$15 to $25 per hour
Depending on experience 

Interested? Call 603-434-1444
Or Come by 27 Buttrick Rd.,

Londonderry

––– NOW HIRING –––

ply chain issues. With
the expenses, the fund
currently has a total of
$169,105.92, which
includes a carryover
amount of $113,244.

Another capital re-
serve fund the district
has is for the District
Information Technology
Infrastructure Fund,
which had an appropria-
tion of $125,000 for FY 23.

McKenney said they
only spent just over
$28,000 this year be-
cause of supply chain
issues and when items
become available they
would be purchasing
them. The fund current-
ly has a balance of about
$146,000, which includes
a carryover of $49,577.
18.

For the Equipment
Capital Reserve Fund,
there was a FY 23 appro-
priation of $50,000 and
had a crossover balance
of $44,205.51. McKenney
said they spent
$42,433.50 and have

$51,762.01 left in the
fund currently.

A total of $75,000 was
appropriated in FY 23 for
the Vehicle and Machin-
ery Capital Reserve Fund
and a total of $101,695
was spent in the fiscal
year. McKenney added
that the fund had a carry-
over balance of
$56,789.32 meaning the
fund currently has just
over $30,000 available.

The School Board
approved the funding
withdrawal requests.

Also during the
meeting, the School
Board received an
update from Superinten-
dent, Dan Black, regard-
ing the school district’s
emergency operation
plan committee.

One of the items
noted by Black was that
they would be having a
district wide reunifica-
tion training on June 21
and 22 for all their
administrators. He
added that other school

ALICE Training To Be Part of New School Staff Training
ALEX MALM
LONDONDERRY TIMES————–––––———–◆

One of the agenda
items during the
May 23 School

Board was in regards to a
request from Business
Administrator, Lisa
McKenney, regarding a
request to release funds
from various capital
reserve funds.

It was explained by
McKenney that each
year they ask voters to
approve appropriations
for various funds and
then at the end of the
year they ask for the
funds to be released.

For the Buildings and
Grounds Capital Reserve
Fund, voters approved
appropriating $620,000
for FY 23 to the fund and
the district has spent
$564,117.99, which was
used for various proj-
ects like Phase 1
upgrades at Londonder-
ry Middle School, which
was a 2022 project that
was delayed due to sup-

districts would be join-
ing as well.

“There are actually
two other school dis-
trict’s that are joining us
as well, so we think this
is a really good event,”
Black said.

In August, Black stat-
ed that they would
incorporate their ALICE
training into their new
staff orientation and for
any staff that began later
in the year this year.

One concern pointed
out by Black was two
evacuations that hap-
pened earlier in the
month at Londonderry
Middle School because
of old fire alarms.

“The age and condi-
tion of the alarm system
caused the alarm to go
off in both situations. We
are researching quotes
for a new system that
could be incorporated
into a future capital

reserve request,” Black
said.

Black told the board
that the Alertus buttons
are installed at North
School and Moose Hill
and the rest of the dis-
trict would be complet-
ed during the summer.

He told the School
Board they are expected
to have another EOP
committee update dur-
ing their August school
board meeting.

Congratulations to the 
LHS Class of 2023! 

Best wishes on all your future endeavors! 

15 Birch St., Derry • 290 Mammoth Rd., Londonderry
Ph: (603) 432-2801 • Fx: (603) 432-0152

www.peabodyfuneralhome.com
Email: office@peabodyfuneralhome.com
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Ajit “Jack” Kumar
Ajit “Jack” Kumar, PhD, of Londonder-

ry, NH passed away on Friday May 26, 2023
after a lengthy battle with cancer. Ajit was
born in 1949, in Prayagraj (formerly Alla-
habad) India, a son of the late Mahabir and
Sundari (Devi) Verma and had been a resi-

dent of the United States since 1981 and the
Windham/Londonderry area since 1991.

Jack was a self-employed Chemical Engineer, who
received his PhD from Penn State University. He enjoyed
gardening, working out and walking and spending time
with his kids and grandkids.

He is survived by his loving wife of 50 years, Lalba
Rani; two daughters, Shalini Verma and her husband
Michael Radosevich, and Swati Sabita Verma; two grand-
sons, Nikhil and Vikash; two brothers, Chandra K. Verma,
and Suman Verma; four sisters, Shobha Verma, Usha
Saini, Deepa Sharma and Rekha Saini. Ajit was prede-
ceased by two brothers, Gagan and Bhuvan Verma and a
sister, Abha Verma.

Calling hours were held on Saturday, June 3,  in the
Peabody Funeral Homes and Crematorium. A funeral
service will be held during the visitation. Memorial con-
tributions may be made to Sonshine Soup Kitchen, 6
Crystal Ave., Derry, NH 0303.

OBITUARY

ment/growth, the Sum-
mary Report, and the
preparation for the visit
ensured a successful Ini-
tial/Decennial Accredita-
tion visit.”

It was noted that ac-
creditation is an impor-
tant aspect for when stu-
dents apply for colleges.

One of the priority
growth areas put forth in
the school’s plan was to
develop a curriculum
map template “that is
consistent across all clas-
ses and departments, re-
flecting competency-bas-
ed learning and instr-
uctional strategies and
complete written cur-
riculums in a consistent
format for all courses in
all departments that
includes units of study
with guiding/essential
questions, concepts,
content, and skills and
integrates the school’s
vision of the graduate.”

Anthony Cariello , a
science teacher at the
high school and co-chair
of the steering commit-
tee, said that it helped
them to determine
what’s most important
and they have about 75%
of the curriculum maps
ready.

Another goal is to
provide “sufficient for-
mal time for educators
to engage in ongoing

reflection, collabora-
tion, and professional
development.”

Cariello said they are
working towards this
goal by having depart-
ments having time off
together. For example,
all the science teachers
have the same free peri-
od so they can have
time to work together.

Also as part of the
report, the school was
given a number of rec-
ommendations about
how to continue to meet
their growth plan.

One of the recom-

High School Granted Continued Accredation By NEASC
ALEX MALM
LONDONDERRY TIMES————–––––———–◆

The School Board
received a report
regarding the New

England Association of
Schools and Colleges
Decennial visit during
their May 23 meeting .

“It’s something we
value,” Londonderry High
School Principal, Jason
Parent, said.

After visiting from
March 5-6, the high
school was awarded
continued Accreditation
in the New England
Association of Schools
and Colleges.

As part of the pro-
cess, it was explained
that they essentially do
a self assessment as a
school and then NEASC
comes and does an eval-
uation to verify all the
information provided is
correct.

“The school commu-
nity completed a Self-
Reflection that clearly
identified the school’s
strengths and areas of
need, hosted a Collabo-
rative Conference, devel-
oped an improvement/
growth plan, and com-
pleted a Summary Re-
port,” NEASC wrote in
their report. “The time
and effort dedicated to
the Accreditation pro-
cess, school improve-

mendations was to “ev-
aluate the extent to
which existing teacher
evaluation and new
teacher mentorship pro-
grams are in line with the
school and district vision
for teaching and learning,
including the portrait of a
graduate, core compe-
tencies, and the Life of a
Lancer.”

Another recommen-
dation was to “continue
to pursue options for an
appropriate perform-
ance/presentation space
in order to provide a com-
prehensive learning expe-

rience for all students.”
As part of the next

steps, the high school
will be required to pro-
vide routine three and
six year reports of
progress and planning,

which describes the
school’s progress in
implementing the priori-
ty areas.

They will also need to
submit updated impro-
vement/growth plans. 

Richard F. Carle
Richard F. Carle, 90, of Londonderry,

NH died Saturday May 27, 2023. He was
born on Dec. 28, 1932 in Hinsdale, IL, a son
of the late Dr. Nicholas and Eleanor (Hills)
Carle. He had been a resident of Derry for
51 years before moving to Londonderry

seven years ago.
He graduated from Swarthmore College, and after

serving two years with the US Army in Japan, received a
Doctorate in Counseling Psychology from the Harvard
Graduate School of Education. He was an Assistant Pro-
fessor at Boston University before joining Sanders Asso-
ciates of Nashua, NH where he served as corporate man-
ager of education and training and organizational plan-
ning. He finished as a consultant in that field.

He had an interest in the theater and had acting roles
from college, summer stock to Armed Forces theater,
and was a faculty advisor to the Boston University
Drama Club. During the 1960’s he helped found non-prof-
it organizations dedicated to civil rights and community
development. He served as a trustee at Pinkerton Acad-
emy, was an avid reader and life-long Chicago Bears and
Cubs fan. Family was the center of his life and always the
most important to him.

He is survived by his wife of 63 years, Caryl (Slanetz)
Carle of Londonderry, his daughter, Sarah Brennan and
partner David of Fairview, UT, two grandsons, Jeffery
Brennan and wife Hazuki, and Andrew Brennan, his sis-
ter, Marilyn Carle of Hinsdale, IL, and two great-grand-
children. He is also survived by sisters-in-law, Norma
Slanetz of Keene, NH, and Lyn Slanetz of Concrete, WA.
He was predeceased by his son, Andrew M. Carle.

Following cremation, there will be a gathering of fam-
ily to honor his life. Memorial donations may be made to
the Community Caregivers of Greater Derry, 6 W. Broad-
way, Unit 6, Derry, NH 03038. The Peabody Funeral
Homes of Derry and Londonderry are assisting the fami-
ly with arrangements.

OBITUARY
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Londonderry Times welcomes letters of up to 500 words on topics of local interest, and
prints as many letters as possible. Please e-mail your letters to the Londonderry Times

at londonderrytimes@nutpub.net. All letters must include the writer’s name, address
and phone number for verification if needed; name and town of residence will be print-

ed. Londonderry Times reserves the right to reject or edit letters for content, length,
and frequency. Anonymous letters will not be printed.

Editorial
We all have defining moments in

our lives that help shape our future
as well as our memories. Some hap-
pen by chance, but others are eager-
ly anticipated parts of life like mar-
riage, the birth of a child, and gradu-
ation from high school. 

Londonderry High School’s cere-
monies will take place on June 9th,
this year. This will be sending a mul-
titude of students into the next
phase of their lives. Graduation is an
ending, no question, but it’s also a
commencement, which perhaps
states it better - it’s a remarkable
beginning, a stepping-stone to a new
adventure in life.

From a parent’s perspective,
graduation is an in-your-face
reminder of the passage of time. The
trusting eyes of a newborn or the
small hand held on the first day of
school now belong to a young adult -
likely taller than his or her parents -
soon to wear a cap and gown and
walk confidently across the Verizon
Arena stage to accept a high school
diploma and head out into the
world. 

We rarely see ourselves getting
older until something momentous
happens; there’s no denying that
hearing the name of your child
announced as a member of the grad-
uating class is one such occasion.
Causing us to get that proud parent
feeling as we realize that our baby
has grown up.

For the graduates themselves,
this moment marks the end of “child-

hood”. While they may never have it
so good again, the graduates are
now officially on the path to building
a life of their own, making some big
decisions, whether the next step
involves college, work, travel, or mil-
itary service. They’re responsible
for their own decisions and for what
the rest of their life becomes. 

On a small scale, that may mean
preparing their own meals and get-
ting somewhere on time. But on the
grand scale, it translates to setting
goals and developing a path to
achieve them.

It’s exciting and it’s serious busi-
ness all at the same time. The life we
make for ourselves is the only one
we’ll have. For both parents and stu-
dents, graduation is a rite of pas-
sage, it’s what all the robes, decora-
tions, and parties signify. It marks a
transition to the rest of life. Not
much is more exciting or scary than
that. 

Our advice to the graduates; con-
sider where you want to go, literally
and metaphorically, as well as where
you’ve been. Think of what has
brought you to this wonderful occa-
sion. Most of all, be safe, be bold,
and remember mistakes are
inevitable. But don’t be afraid to take
that leap into your dreams. You have
your whole life, live it with no
regrets, just put yourself out there
and be you.

Congratulations to both parents
and students, and the best of wishes
for what lies ahead. 

Graduation Wishes
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Letters
Words Matter

To the editor,
I am not “offended”

or “disappointed” by the
Dodgers’ decision to
honor nun-mocking big-
ots, but I do condemn
their choice in the
strongest terms because
it is reprehensible. It is
wrong to ape religious
sisters with ugly makeup
and perverted skits. It is
wrong to depict Jesus
Christ and the Virgin
Mary as lewd and lasciv-
ious characters. It is
wrong to give a platform
– much less praise – to
depravity and desecra-
tion. 

“WRONG (adj) 1. Not
in accordance with mor-
ality, goodness or truth;
evil.”

Find yourself a big ol’
printed dictionary from
the last century and
keep it forever. Use it
often. Our common lan-
guage is now contorted
beyond all recognition
by an energetic minority
in a desperate bid to but-
tress a relativistic world-
view that elsewise hangs
on nothing but falsity and
self-indulgence. Meanwhile,
good people stand idly by
in the futile hope of
avoiding conflict. How
else could anyone sell
such a monstrous ab-
surdity as a “Community
Hero” award for a mod-
ern-day minstrel show?

Speak up, speak out,
and reclaim our com-
mon language. It is es-
sential to civil society.

Laura El-Azem
Londonderry 
–––––––––––––––

This Sunday - Antiques
Appraisals! 

To the Editor, 
The Londonderry His-

torical Society is thrilled
that it’s back- our 2023

June 1, 2023 Londonder-
ry Times, I encourage
you to watch the video
of the meeting to obtain
the facts for yourself.

www.youtube.com/li
ve/ j IvS j7BEUVY?fea -
ture=share

Thank you,
Christine Fitzgerald
–––––––––––––––––

Dissappinting Display

To the editor,
I have always be-

lieved that to be an
elected official is to be
included in an honor-
able profession. To work
in government at any
and all levels is to be a
public servant and is to
do the people’s business
in a serious, thoughtful,
civil, and professional
manner. We are all apart
of the “grand experi-
ment” which began in
Lexington and Concord
and which depends on
all of us, as both govern-
ment public servants
and involved citizens to
do our jobs in good
faith, decently and with
respect.  

I was raised in Lex-
ington, MA and every
year watched my father
in his 60s to 90s and my
brother stand their grou-
nd at the re-enactment
of the start of the Ameri-
can revolution. I began
my political career at 6
years old campaigning
for John F. Kennedy and
spent 42 years as an EPA
public servant. My
father tirelessly worked
at every level of govern-
ment (paid and volun-
teer) from President
Kennedy’s White House
to Lexington town meet-
ing member for more
than 80 years. Wearing
his Minuteman farmer
clothes on Lexington
green, he gave his Har-

Antiques Appraisal Day
will be held this Sunday,
June 11 in the Parmenter
Barn on the Morrison
House Museum grounds
at 140 Pillsbury Road. 

We’ll have another
great afternoon featur-
ing your antiques, col-
lectibles & family treas-
ures with Daniel F. Reidy,
appraiser/antiques deal-
er/auctioneer. Reidy has
35+ years experience
and is the owner of Dis-
cerning Eye, an estate
appraisal and disposi-
tion planning business. 

The event runs from
1 - 3 p.m. with doors
opening at 12:30 p.m. to
begin pre-registering all
items to be appraised.
Appraisals are $10 per
item, 3 for $25. Any
types of items can be
evaluated, but for ex-
tremely large ones, clear
photographs can be pro-
vided. A dolly and hand
truck will be available
for transferring items on
site. 

We had such a won-
derful experience learn-
ing about all the interest-
ing items everyone
brought in the past, that
we’re really looking for-
ward to seeing what you
bring in on Sunday and
having a really great
time! We’ll also have
refreshments for you to
enjoy while you’re here. 

Come join us this
Sunday, June 11, for our
2023 Antiques Appraisal
Day! 

Ann Chiampa 
Londonderry
Historical Society 
–––––––––––––––––

The True Facts

To the editor,
In response to the

Letter to the Editor from
Londonderry Democrat-
ic Committee Chairman,
Paul Skudlarek, in the
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Valedictorian, Dylan Wrisley • Nate Pope  
Caden Rogers • Nate Pedrick • Victor Elguezabal

Addaline McGraw • Lilly Bowman • Spencer Bras-
sard • Andrew Kullman • Sydney Macaulay

4 Orchard View Dr., Londonderry, NH, 03053

–– 603-391-4639 –– 
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Gilcreast
Continued from page 1
sales agreement by the
Nevins board.

Malaguti stated that
both of these require-
ments are currently in
the sales agreement.

Malaguti explained
that discussions origi-
nally began around 2003
with Mesiti Develop-
ment when they were
planning to construct a
361-unit development
spread across both
properties, including
where The Nevins is
now. At that point the
town voted to purchase
the land for $2.9 million
and impose certain
development rights in
exchange of Gilcreast
discontinuing the 361-
unit plan. The Nevins
Community sits on a sig-
nificant section of the

property.
Malaguti added that

there is no access to the
property along Gilcreast
Road currently and
there is some level of
contamination on the lot
from the use of pesti-
cides being used on fruit
trees.

The agreement that
was originally drawn up
when the town pur-
chased the development
rights states that the
town can revoke the
easement at any time.

He said it states,
“The town, by appropri-
ate town vote, may
amend or revoke the
conservation easement
in part or in entirety.” 

In 2022, a Warrant
Article was proposed by
the town to release the
easement on the proper-
ty for no less than $2.65
million. Another was to

take $750,000 of that
transaction and require
land of equal or greater
value with the remaining
money to be used for the
town’s general purpos-
es. The two articles were
passed by the London-
derry voters and Malguti
added that the Conser-
vation Commission sup-
ports the sale of the
property.

The discussion on
Monday night was to
have the Town Council
approve the release of
the conservation land or
to make change recom-
mendations.

Council Chair, John
Farrell, allowed some
discussion from the pub-
lic at the meeting.

Kristen Haroian, an
abutter to the property,
asked about the contam-
ination on the property,
concerned that these

contaminates might
become airborne.

Farrell explained that
a number of inches of
topsoil would need to be
taken from the site and
mitigated, but didn’t
know if contaminates
would become airborne.

Malaguti further
explained that the miti-
gation would be con-
trolled at the Planning
Board stages of the plan.

Resident, Dan
Bouchard, who has spo-
ken about the plan on a
number of occasions in
the past, asked about
what the town paid ver-
sus what they’ll be get-
ting back.

It was explained that

the town paid for the
entire lot and they are
only selling about $1.23
million of that land.

Bouchard also ex-
plained that from what
he has heard, there is
going to be a minimum
of 96, three-bedroom
units put on the proper-
ty. He was concerned
about the number of
children being added to
the school system.

He was told that the
number of children
brought to town from a
96-unit development
would be 16.

Bouchard added that
right now the property
is not costing the town
any money, but when it

developed, it will. He
asked the council to
examine how much that
would be.

Another resident,
Ray Breslin, also had a
number of concerns on
what would be done
with the contaminated
soil taken from the site.

He was told that the
Department of Environ-
mental Services and the
Environmental Protec-
tion Agency would be
responsible for that. 

The consensus from
the Town Council was to
move forward with the
sales agreement. It will
be discussed at the next
Conservation Commis-
sion meeting. 

Advertise in the Londonderry Times
Show over 20,000 readers what your 
business has to offer by advertising 
in the Londonderry Times! 

537-2760
ads@nutpub.net
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Heritage
Continued from page 1

“There is a problem.
There is a major prob-
lem here,” Butler said.

Vice Chair, Art Rugg,
said the owner previous-

ly wanted to maintain
the house as a historical
property.

“I think we all love
that building, its part of
the town in a very visi-
ble location,” Rugg said.

Town Manager, Mike

Malaguti, said that him-
self and Assistant Town
Manager, Kellie Caron,
have spoken with Flier

He stated that the
Town Council would ulti-
mately have to approve
any changes to the deed

restrictions, unless Flier
decided to go to court,
but wanted to bring it in
front of the Heritage
Commission as a first
step.

Malaguti said it made
sense to at least explore
looking at changing the
restriction.

“You can’t have his-
toric preservation in
this case without com-
mercial viability,”
Malaguti said.

Malaguti said they
would at a minimum
have a public hearing
before any decisions are
made in order to give
people in the public to
provide input.

“I don’t think this is
something that should
be rushed,” Malaguti
said.

Following the meet-
ing, Chris Paul, who was

the previous owner of
the property, said his
wife Deb and himself
spent hundreds of hours
working on the property
when it was used as
their newspaper pub-
lishing office.

While owning the
property, Paul said he
resided the house, paint-
ed it several times,
replaced the roof and
and furnace, resurfaced
floors, repainted every
room in the house,
repaired the kitchen fix-

tures, and replaced cabi-
nets. He added that they
never put a stove inside
the house because he
was told by the town
that it would then
require sprinklers
throughout the entire
house then.

The Heritage Com-
mission agreed to have
staff work with their
attorney and Town
Council to explore what
would need to be done
to make the property
commercially viable. 

Frank J. Zietowski, Jr.
Frank J. Zietowski, Jr., the self-pro-

claimed “luckiest man in the world,”
passed from this life on Monday, May 29,
2023, at age 91. Born in 1932, Frank grew up
in Stratford, CT and graduated from Strat-
ford High School in 1950. In 1954, he met his
sweetheart, the love of his life, and his wife

of 65 years, Joan Francescone, in New York City, and
never looked back. He adored Joan and credited her
(and his left-handedness) as the reason for everything
he achieved in life. Frank proudly served in the US Army
on the island of Okinawa from 1955-1957. Frank and Joan
lived in Stratford, and later Trumbull, and Shelton, CT for
most of their lives, before moving to Londonderry, NH to
be closer to family.

Son of the late Frank J. Zietowski, Sr, and Mae Igna-
towski Zietowski, Frank was predeceased by his sister,
Theresa Zietowski Ontko. He is survived by his wife,
Joan, his children Susan (and Anthony) Matrumalo,
David (and Gretchen) Zietowski, and Janet (and Paul)
Reynolds. He had eleven cherished grandchildren:
Christopher (Kristin), Anthony (Lindsay), Sarah (Roel)
Gyasi, Emily, and Vincent Matrumalo; Maes, Joseph, and
Jenna Zietowski; Joshua, Benjamin, and Nathaniel
Reynolds; and eight great-grandchildren: Amadora, Kala-
ia and Lincoln Coraccio, Sawyer and Lyla Matrumalo,
Matteo Matrumalo, and Elijah and Benjamin Gyasi.
Frank’s children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren
brought him immense joy. He was so very proud of each
and every one of them.

Frank left a legacy of love and ended every chance
meeting with a cheerful affirmation to “Enjoy every-
thing!” He was a true original who always looked forward
to the future, never looked back, and never had regrets.
The family thanks all of the caregivers and healthcare
professionals - “his angels” – who attended to him over
the final year of his life.

A Mass of Christian Burial was held on Monday, June
5, at St. Mark the Evangelist Church,  followed by burial
at Forest Hill Cemetery in Derry. Memorial donations
may be made to End68HoursofHunger.org, noting it as a
tribute gift to Frank Zietowski in the memo.

OBITUARY

Historic property at 2 Litchfield Road.
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the St. Gobain facility
had been affecting near-
by residents for quite
some time, without any
knowledge that their
drinking water sources
were being affected by
the company’s manufac-
turing processes. 

It took a concerted
effort by many dedicat-
ed individuals to bring
the Saint Gobain con-
tamination to light, as
well as reporting on the
issue by a number of
journalists from various
on-line and print publi-
cations. 

According to a news
item written by Tom
Perkins in the Guardian,
www.theguardian.com/e
nvironment/2022/aug/05
/saint-gobain-textile-

company-toxic-pfas, the
company had been
treating its plastics
products with PFOA,
one type of PFAS, to
make them stronger for
decades. The company
would then release
PFOA from its smoke-
stacks into the atmos-
phere, and as they pre-
cipitated onto the
ground, the substance
would then percolate
through the soil via rain
or snow melt, and then
travel through the soil
layers, and mix with the
groundwater that would
eventually contaminate
the underlying aquifers.

Perkins article fur-
ther pointed out various
discrepancies in what
Saint Gobain officials

A Look Back at the Use of PFAS/PFOS in the Spotlight 
GABE CROGNALE
SUBMISSION————–––––———–◆

In any discussion con-
cerning PFAS and its
detrimental impact

upon drinking water in
New Hampshire, specifi-
cally southern New
Hampshire, one industry
in particular that stands
out is Saint Gobain Per-
formance Plastics, locat-
ed in Merrimack, NH.
From previous pub-
lished works – some of
which are referenced
herein – and from our
extensive phone inter-
views with some affect-
ed local individuals and
documents that they
graciously shared, the
PFAS and PFOA contami-
nation emanating from

had told NH state offi-
cials about the concen-
tration of PFAS being
used at their Merrimack
facility, beginning with
their understanding that
they had been using a
diluted mixture of about
2% of PFAS, and later
revised their statement
to read, “…and in 2014
told the EPA “it is not
and never has been a …
user of PFOA per se any-
where in the United
States.’”

Despite these claims
by the company denying
that they had never
used these toxic chemi-
cals, a group of state
lawmakers and public
health advocates later
charged that Saint Gob-
ain misled regulators

about the amount of
toxic substance it used.  

The company later
admitted its use of PFAS
was much greater than
regulators had previous-
ly believed, and thus
increasing the likelihood
that a much larger con-
taminant footprint (con-
tamination zone) may be
adversely affecting
many more residents
than previously known
residing beyond the
established contamina-
tion zone’s boundaries.

That level and degree
of contamination of
PFAS that eventually
found its way into the
ground and surface
waters in the area, could
have led to some resi-
dents possibly drinking

PFAS contaminated
water, since it had been
identified in a sample of
tap water that Saint-Gob-
ain had previously col-
lected inside their facili-
ty. Of note, that tap
water at Saint-Gobain
came from the public
water system operated
by the Merrimack Vil-
lage District, which
obtains groundwater
from a network of water
supply wells. We encour-
age our readers to
review the additional
facts regarding NHDES’s
investigation into Saint
Gobain’s PFAS contami-
nation actions at:
www.pfas.des.nh.gov/pf
as-occurrences/saint-
gobain-performance-
plastics. 

they had any open posi-
tions on the commis-
sion. 

Town Council liaison,
Jim Butler, asked if they
had any more openings. 

“I don’t believe so,”

Town Manager, Mike
Malaguti, said when
asked. 

Vice Chair, Art Rugg,
noted that they had an
alternative position. 

Malaguti also ques-

◆ ◆

Heritage Commission Question How Many Openings Group Has 
ALEX MALM
LONDONDERRY TIMES————–––––———–◆

At the end of the
May 25 meeting of
the Heritage Com-

mission, a question was
raised of whether or not

tioned if Lee Jeffers, an
alternate member, was
still on the commission
or not. 

Chair, Krystopher
Kenney, noted that he
had only been to one or
two meetings so far. 

Assistant Town Man-
ager, Kellie Caron, said
they may want to look at
that situation. 

“Perhaps the com-
mission should consider
what you may want to
do about that,” Caron
said.  

Malaguti said they
would get an up to date
roster and determine if
there are any openings. 

Ex-Officio, Butler,

said he would want to
talk to David Ellis, a resi-
dent in town who has
attended a number of
meetings and has raised
points regarding histori-
cal properties in town,
about trying to become
a member if there are
any openings. 

Rugg said he has
talked to him and he’s
considering it.

It was also noted by
Rugg that Ellis had writ-
ten to the Heritage Com-
mission in April about
historical resources in
town. He added that
they are supposed to
update the historic
properties list and he

thinks it would make
sense for them to review
it at that time. 

“There’s a disagree-
ment between what the
state considers historic
and what the town con-
siders historic and a lot
of what the town consid-
ered historic at the time
was probably more prac-
tical,” Rugg said, noting
that it was entirely vol-
unteered then and they
didn’t have many staff
members to review the
properties. 

The next Heritage
Commission meeting is
slated to take place on
July 27, starting at 7 p.m. 

bly sad disappointment
and definitely does not
represent what our local
government has been
and can be. A public
government setting and
public servants should
never use their position
to personally debase a
citizen. We can strongly
but respectfully agree
and disagree over is-
sues, but to personally
attack and attempt to
ruin anyone’s reputation
is truly appalling. Our
grand experiment will

not last if this direction
continues. This behav-
ior does not honor our
forefathers and fore-
mothers and is in no
way helpful or construc-
tive to this community. 

The back and forth
personal attacks NEED
to stop and stop now if
we expect to discuss
and solve local govern-
ment problems and live
in a civil town.  

Anne H. Fenn
Londonderry 

◆ ◆

Letters
continued from page 4
vard Kennedy School
students from all over
the world an on the
ground history tour of
how and who shaped
the creation of our gov-
ernment. So so many
have worked, died and
suffered so that we can
live with and under this
grand experiment. 

The Londonderry
Town meeting last
evening was an incredi-



◆
PA G E 8 LO N D O N D E R RY TI M E S ◆ JUNE 8, 2023
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55 Hall Road Londonderry, NH

Call us at (603) 425-2562

Congratulations All
2023 Graduates

219 Rockingham Rd., Londonderry

www.reallycold.com
603-421-9525

Congratulation to
All 2023 Graduates!

Keep up the Great Work!

Adult Ed
Continued from page 1

Parent, led the group in
the Pledge of Allegiance
to start the event, fol-
lowed by Superinten-
dent, Dan Black, and
School Board Chairman,
Bob Slater, both giving
congratulatory remarks
at the beginning of the
service. 

Rich thanked all
those involved in the
Adult Education Pro-
gram, as well as school
administrators and fami-
ly members of the grad-
uates, noting that many
of the students perse-
vered through the issues
created during the pan-
demic.

Mackenzie Belisle
was introduced as the
LHS Adult Education
Student speaker and
was asked to address
the class during the cer-
emony. 

She said, “Our diplo-
mas will be a passport to
higher learning and pro-
tection against econom-
ic times.”

She talked about her
achievements, saying
that she appreciated the
Adult Ed Program and
the help from the com-
munity. She also
thanked Crystal Rich for
her support through the
program and for being a
“second mom to all of
us.” She also praised a
number of the teachers
involved in helping her
through the program as
well as thanks to friends
and family members. 

Molly Dwyer, the
Campbell High School
Student Speaker, also
shared a few thought.

Dwyer made a very
brief statement, “I owe
my gratitude to a lot of
people. Thank you for
believing in me.”

Graduate, Christo-
pher Kegley, will be

entering the Navy after
he graduates. He was
brought to the stage and
presented with a gift

from two members of
the LHS “Blue Star
Lancers.”

Adult Education

teacher, Amy Cohen,
then took the stage as
the Staff Speaker.

She started by con-
gratulating the gradu-
ates then shared a story
of when she first started
at the high school in the
special education de-
partment. She told those
attending that during
that time, she met a
young man that she
knew was really strug-
gling and was told, “He
just needs more time,”
and thought, “He needs
more than just time.” But
after a year, the students
excelled beyond her
expectations. 

From there, she
applied what she had
seen to her own goals in
life and began her “next
step” to higher learning
by entering college. 

Cohan told the grad-
uates, “When you strug-
gle, just remember, may-
be you just need more
time.”

The Class Song was
sung by Adult Ed stu-
dent, Kayleigh Feener,
and was accompanied
on piano by music
teacher, Danielle Loschi-
avo. She performed a
beautiful rendition of
Billy Joel’s, “Vienna.”      

After the perform-
ance, a number of schol-
arships were presented,
then the 40 students
marched across the
stage, one by one, to
received their diplomas
and were congratulated
by staff members as
they exited the stage.

Each student was
also presented the book,
“You’re Here for a Rea-
son,” by Nancy Tillman.
This book presentation
has become a tradition
of the Adult Ed Pro-
gram.”

The commencement
ended with the gradu-
ates being presented to
the audience as the
“Class of 2023.”

Chyanne Terburgh receives her diploma and is
congratulated by the Director of Adult Education,

Crystal Rich. Photo by Chris Paul 
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Adult Education Program Graduates 40 at June Commencement
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GRADUATE CLASS OF 2023
Kiera Batherwich
Londonderry High School
Kiera, we are so proud of all you’ve
accomplished, & have loved every
minute of watching you in the drum-
line. UNH is lucky to have you &
we’re excited to see your next
chapter! Go get em' kiddo! We love
you! Mom, Dad, Nicole & Talia  

GRADUATE CLASS OF 2023
Dominic DeLeo
Londonderry High School
We are so proud of you! You should
be very proud of your accomplish-
ments.Wishing you the best as you
head to SNHU, can’t wait to see the
things you will do!

GRADUATE CLASS OF 2023
Susan Kim
Londonderry High School
Susan Kim, your friends are
amazed by all you’ve accom-
plished! Well done! Good luck at
Northeastern next Fall. In the
meantime, we hope you get lots of
rest and relaxation during the sum-
mer months! Your friends love you!

GRADUATE CLASS OF 2023
Jordon Furlong
Londonderry High School
ConGRADulations! We are all so proud of you
& your accomplishments. Recipient of NH
Scholar Award, you exceled at Basketball,
Field Hockey & Unified Track/Field. You found
time to be a Best Buddy, a member of Bring
Change to Mind Club and a part of LHS Lead-
ership Council. "Nothing can dim your light
that shines from within" Best wishes, Essex
Court neighbours.

GRADUATE CLASS OF 2023
Landon LaFlamme
Londonderry High School
Write up: We are so proud of you.
Some said that you wouldn’t make
it, but here you are. Great job. We
can’t wait to see what you do next.
Keep up the good work.
Love Mom and Dad.

GRADUATE CLASS OF 2023
Olivia Colliton-Savina
Londonderry High School
Olivia Colliton-Savina, your parents
are proud of all your hard work at
school, at Hannaford’s, in your vol-
unteer work, and in field hockey.
Can’t wait to be impressed as you
tackle American in DC and beyond!
Love you loads!

GRADUATE CLASS OF 2023
Logan Bower
Londonderry High School
Congratulations on an amazing
high school performance, Logan!
National Honors Society, Tri-M and
Hockey Coaches’ Award, you excel
in all your passions. We’re so proud
of you and can’t wait to see you fur-
ther your music dreams at Belmont
University.

GRADUATE CLASS OF 2023
Joey Czekanski 
Londonderry High School
Congratulations Joey!
We are so excited to watch your
future at UNH and with the Air
Force ROTC. You are making all
your dreams a reality. We are so
proud of you We love you.
Love Dad, Mom and Caitlyn 

GRADUATE CLASS OF 2023
Victor Elguezabal
Londonderry High School
We are so proud of you and your
accomplishments: NHS, Foreign Lan-
guage HS, Big Buddies and Varsity Vol-
leyball. You’re such a smart, thoughtful
and caring young man. You will have a
bright future with wonderful opportuni-
ties! Love, Mom, Dad, Alex & Bella

GRADUATE CLASS OF 2023
Isabella Elguezabal
Londonderry High School
We are so proud of you and all you’ve
accomplished. NHS, Foreign Language
HS, Community Service Club, Big Bud-
dies, Best Buddies & Varsity Volleyball.
You are an amazing young lady, with a
bright future and plentiful opportuni-
ties! Love, Mom, Dad, Alex & Victor

GRADUATE CLASS OF 2023
Owen Evans
Londonderry High School
Owen we are so proud you. We are
going to miss watching you play
soccer & volleyball. We wish you
the best at Plymouth State College
Always make good choices and be
safe. Love Mom & Dad 

GRADUATE CLASS OF 2023
Natalia G. BarNoy 
Londonderry High School
Natalia will be a member of the Honors
Program at Bridgewater State Universi-
ty, majoring in Geosciences. She will
also be riding with the BSU Varsity
Equestrian Team. Talia, we are so proud
of all you’ve achieved! Grab those reins,
ride like the wind, and manifest your
roses! We love you!  

ing musicians from
Windham, Derry, Lon-
donderry, Salem,
Methuen, Hudson, Man-
chester, Nashua, and
other area communities.
Musicians of all ages
may participate. We
always have feedback of
high praise when they
perform for Concerts on
the Common, so please
come down to welcome
them back - and enjoy a
great evening of toe-tap-
ping music!

For a complete
schedule and more
details visit: concertson-
thecommon.org 

Bad weather venue -
Matthew Thornton Ele-

mentary School gym 
Thank You to Our

Sponsors
As always, none of

this would be possible
without the generous
support of Sponsors
who make this popular
concert series a suc-
cess, year-after-year. For
a full list of 2023 our
Sponsors, visit www.lon-
donderryartscouncil.or
g/sponsors

The summer of 2023
is our twenty-third sea-
son of Concerts on the
Common. This summer
we will be hosting
eleven free weekly per-
formances, running
from June 7 to Aug. 16,

Windham Swing Band Featured at Concerts on the Common Series

The weekly Con-
certs on the Com-
mon series will fea-

ture the Windham Com-
munity Swing Band on
Wednesday June 14, on
the Londonderry Town
Common , 265 Mammoth
Road,  from 7:00 to 8:30
p.m. 

The neighboring
town to our south has a
fabulous community
band - the Windham
Community Swing Band.
They have performed
for us many times in the
past, and they will be
back on the bandstand
again this summer. The
Band is a volunteer non-
profit organization serv-

featuring quality music
in a family friendly envi-
ronment. For more infor-
mation please visit: face-
b o o k @ c o n c e r t s o n -
thecommon; www.con-
certsonthecommon.org;

or email: concertson-
thecommon@gmail.com

Weather Policy: We
always have a concert. If
it’s raining or bad weath-
er, we move indoors to
one of the schools near

the Town Common. To
determine the exact
location, check our Face-
book page or Web site
after 2 p.m. on the day of
the concert more for
details.
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GRADUATE CLASS OF 2023
Ava Seaman
Londonderry High School
We are so excited to celebrate you & all
the excitement that lies ahead. We will
miss you like crazy but we are so proud
that you are following your dreams to
UNCC. You are genuine and compas-
sionate & will make a wonderful nurse.
We love you, Ava Roo! Congratulations!
Mom, Dad, Lucas and Jameson.

GRADUATE CLASS OF 2023
Bridget Root
Londonderry High School
Congratulations, Bridget! We’re so
proud of all of your accomplish-
ments at LHS, where your perse-
verance and sense of humor have
served you well. We can’t wait for
you to make your mark on the
Windy City! Love Mom and Dad 

GRADUATE CLASS OF 2023
Julia Senus
Londonderry High School
You are an exceptional daughter!
Couldn’t be prouder of how hard
you worked to excel in your school-
work, athletics & making lifelong
friendships. You have a strong will
about you and will do amazing
things! Good luck at Bryant Univer-
sity! Love Mon & Dad  

GRADUATE CLASS OF 2023
Jason Senus
Londonderry High School
Congrats to our amazing son! We
are so beyond proud of the man
you are becoming! A true friend
and a scholar athlete. We know
success will follow you at Bryant
University!! Best of luck on your
new chapter. Love Mom & Dad

GRADUATE CLASS OF 2023
Morgyn Proulx
Londonderry High School
We are so proud of you, Morgyn!
We look forward to all of your future
achievements, and the next 4 years
at SNHU. We love you, our olive oil
and bread dipping girl! Love, Mom,
Dad, Brandyn and Kyle 

GRADUATE CLASS OF 2023
Megan St. Germain 
Londonderry High School
The St. Germain family is proud to cele-
brate the graduation of their daughter
Megan from Londonderry High School.
While at LHS she was a member of the
NHS, Tri-M, winter percussion & served
as drum captain in the band. Megan will
attend Wentworth Institute of Technology
in the fall majoring in architecture.

GRADUATE CLASS OF 2023
Olivia Witkop
Londonderry High School
Olivia Witkop is graduating from LHS
and will be attending DePaul Univer-
sity in Chicago where she will be
majoring in Psychology. Your hard
work and perseverance has paid off.
You are full of so much potential and
we are so proud of you! Love, Mom,
Dad, Katie, and Logan

GRADUATE CLASS OF 2023
Dylan Sabin
Londonderry HIgh School
Londonderry High School!! Con-
gratulations Dylan we are so proud
of you!! Can’t wait to see what your
future holds!! 
Love, Mom and Dad

GRADUATE CLASS OF 2023
Eliana Rosen
Londonderry High School
We are so proud of all that Ellie has
accomplished: NHS Publicist, Best
Buddies Officer, Tri-M, Chamber
Choir, JV/Varsity Indoor and Out-
door Track. She will be attending
Trinity College. We cannot wait to
see where her next adventure
takes her! We love you, Ellie!

GRADUATE CLASS OF 2023
Sarah Peckham
Londonderry High School
Sarah, we are so proud of the
woman you have become in your
18 years. We can’t wait to see what
your future holds. Congratulations
on being accepted at Penn State!!
Love, Dad, Mom, and Stephanie 

GRADUATE CLASS OF 2023
Ashley C. Lynch
Bio-Medical Regenerative Medicine
Ashley Lynch, daughter of Sarah Lynch, of Londonderry, was awarded the degree of Bache-
lor of Science in Bio-Medical Engineering, from Northeastern University with distinguished
honors. Ashley 's specialty is regenerative medicine, cell and tissue engineering.
While at Northeastern, Ashley served as a teacher associated for the biology department and
was employed as a research scientist at a Boston bio-medical firm.
Ashley will further her career on the west coast of California.

the Tuesday before
Thanksgiving.

After Thanksgiving
break, they then have a
number of budget hear-
ings where they are able
to discuss the individual
department budgets.

In January, they have
a budget hearing and the
School Board makes a
final decision on what
they are going to bring
forward on the warrant.

Budget Committee
Chair, Patrick Cassidy,
said unlike the school
district, the Town Coun-
cil has it all in one day
for the town on a Satur-
day as the different

departments discuss
their budgets.

McKenney said the
first day of the budget
hearings is usually a
general overview of the
budget given by the
superintendent and then
the roughly 500 page
budget books are dis-
tributed to give people
time to review it during
the Thanksgiving break.

“You can dive as
deep into it as you
want,” McKenney said.

She said that Budget
Committee members
could look at the budget
line item by line item for
the most details if they

Budget Committee Learn of School District Budget Process
ALEX MALM
LONDONDERRY TIMES————–––––———–◆

The Budget Com-
mittee received a
presentation from

School District Business
Administrator, Lisa
McKenney, about how
the budget process
works on the school dis-
trict side during their
May 25 meeting.

McKenney explained
that in the beginning of
November they begin to
have final discussions
about what the final
numbers will be for the
proposed budget, which
usually gets presented
to the School Board on

want, but they could
also read the summary
pages instead.

One thing that was
pointed out by McKen-
ney is that only recently
have school districts
been able to keep a fund
balance and previously
it would all have to be
given back to the town
in order to reduce the
tax rate.

She stated that
around August they go
in front of the School
Board and they deter-
mine what they should
retain to the fund bal-
ance and what they
should return to the tax-

payers.
“That’s a school

board decision,” McKen-
ney said.

McKenney also
explained how the din-
ing services fund works.
She explained that if din-
ing services were to lose
money then they would
have to pay for it
through the general
operating budget.

She said in a perfect
world the fund should
be balanced every year
where the district does-
n’t lose or make any
money off of the fund.
However, due to lunch
being free for all stu-

dents during the pan-
demic and the higher
reimbursements they
received from the feder-
al government, the dis-
trict ended up with an
over $800,000 fund bal-
ance, which needs to be
lowered based on state
guidelines.

McKenney noted that
they aren’t able to use
those funds for anything
other than dining servic-
es.

“When money is
raised for a particular
purpose it can only be
used for that purpose,”
McKenney said.


