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Mr- I-Hs crowneu The judges cast their ballots and the

winner of this year’s Mr. LHS was Lancer Track and Field star Patrick
Hagearty. Out of the eleven contestants vying for the honor last week,
Hagearty impressed the judges by breaking the school’s dead lift record.

See more photos on page 9.

Pool Study Gommittee
Publishes Report to Town

IDAN VINITSKY
LONDONDERRY TIMES

T he Londonderry Town
Pool Study Commit-
tee has published
its final report and recom-
mendation to the Town
Council. The committee
was created on Aug. 2018
and was charged with
researching and making a

recommendation to the
Town Council as to the
feasibility, interest in, and
need for a town pool in
Londonderry.

The committee re-
searched the situation
regarding the town pools
in nearby communities,
the construction and
ongoing maintenance

Photo by Chris Paul

costs, including of the
personnel operating the
facility on a daily or sea-
sonally basis, the liability
issues, the potential loca-
tions in Londonderry for
such pool and the general
interest among the locals.
The initial final date
for the committee’s rec-
continued on page 5

CHRIS PAUL
LONDONDERRY TIMES

ondonderry Town
LManager, Kevin Smith,

recently sent a re-
sponse memo to the
Town Council regarding
the Londonderry Times’
editorial that addressed
the town no longer using
its hometown newspaper
for legal notices.

At last week’s Town
Council meeting, Chair,
John Farrell said that the
memo was “confidential”
and “very sensitive” and
would not be shared that
evening. However, the
Smith response memo
was not kept confidential
and was released on
social media by Jake But-
ler, a recently appointed

A FREE Weekly Publlcatlon

limes Publisher Responds to
Town Manager’s Allegations

Planning Board member,
and son of a sitting town
council member. This was
done just after Farrell had
tried to shame the Times
for their use social media.

In the memo, Smith
stated his reasoning for
the change was mostly
financial, as the Derry
News promised rates 10%
lower than the London-
derry Times rates. How-
ever, Smith never ap-
proached the Londonder-
ry Times in any manner to
see if the Times would
match the rate quoted by
the Derry News.

Smith goes on to state
that he had hoped the
matter would stay out of
public domain, and that
the Londonderry Times

had, “used its own pages
and social media to put
forth a misleading story.”

While the Londonder-
ry Times acknowledges
and appreciates Smith’s
concerns with bringing
the issue to the public,
Paul stated that had she
been aware of these con-
cerns she would have
been willing to come to a
compromise.

The “story” that Smith
refers to numerous times
in his letter, is not a story,
but was an editorial. The
definition of an editorial
is, “An article written by
or on behalf of an editor,
that gives an opinion on a
topical issue.” The edito-
rial was written from the

continued on page 7

school Board Discusses New
Data Network Infrastructure

IDAN VINITSKY
LONDONDERRY TIMES

he Londonderry

I School Board mem-

bers were present-

ed during their last meet-

ing, held on Tuesday, Apr.

16 at the Town Hall with

the Londonderry School

District Data Infrastruc-
ture Planning.

The presentation
began with an Article 9,
saying “Shall the London-
derry School District vote
under RSA 35:1 to create a
district wide information
network infrastructure
capital reserve fund to be
known as the ‘District
Technology Network
Infrastructure Fund’ for
the purpose of funding
equipment and services
for the school district net-

work infrastructure such
as, but not limited to,
routers, wiring, switches,
access points, wireless
network improvements or
any other equipment soft-
ware or service that is
necessary for the mainte-
nance, improvement, per-
formance or management
of the district’s network
and name the school
board as agents to
expend the fund; and fur-
ther raise and appropri-
ate the sum of $275,000 to
be placed in this fund;
and further name the
School Board agents to
expend?”

The intent of the “Dis-
trict Technology Network
Infrastructure Fund” is to
continually appropriate
funds on an annual basis

for the planned updates
and improvements, so as
to avoid any large expen-
diture in a given year. The
suggestion is to spread-
out the overall expenses
in order to maintain the
network annually with the
fund being used as need-
ed.

The presentation
showed the complexity of
the current situation in

the Londonderry School
continued on page 4
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Local Elementary School Teams Battle With Book Knowledge

The second annual “Battle of the Books” took place last week at the Londonderry Middle School with three teams rep-
resenting each elementary school being tested on the books the schools fifth grader had read over the past few months.
There were three rounds with five questions each to decide the winners. At the end of regulation, last year’s winning
school, North, was knocked out, leaving South and Matthew Thornton to finish. The Matthew Thornton team of Austin
Holmes, Ben Simpson, Jake Birch, lan Desisto and Nathan Fontaine came out on top. Photos by Chris Paul
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Londonderry 18-Year-Old Arrested for Kidnapping Teen

IDAN VINITSKY
LONDONDERRY TIMES

The Londonderry
Police Department
arrested 18-year-old
Alexis "Alex" Martinez, of
Londonderry, on Thurs-
day, April 18, and he was
charged with kidnapping
and simple assault.

Martinez was first
arrested on Sunday, April
14, by the Massachusetts
State Police and then
released on bail two days
later. He is now facing
charges in two different
states.

On April 14, the Lon-
donderry Police Depart-
ment received a report
from the Massachusetts
State Police Troop-A3 Bar-
racks, in Concord, Mass.,

that Martinez has been
arrested for kidnapping,
use of a motor vehicle
without authority and neg-
ligent operation of a motor
vehicle which is alleged to
have originated in Lon-
donderry. Martinez was
held on a $20,000 cash bail
and arraigned on Tuesday,
April 16, in the Ayer, Mass.
District Court, where he
was released on personal
recognizable bail.

The report that was
received by the London-
derry Police Department
from the Massachusetts
State Police said that the
MSP received a 911 call on
Sunday, at about 5:50 p.m.
that a juvenile female was
being held against her will
by her ex-boyfriend, Mar-

tinez. A Massachusetts
State Trooper located the
vehicle that Martinez and
the victim were driving in
Littleton, Mass., on 1495
near Exit 31.

The trooper then re-
ceived assistance from the
Littleton  Police  De-
partment and other state
troopers and took Mar-
tinez into custody. The vic-
tim was rescued and was
soon reunited with her
mother. While trying to
fight Martinez and defend
herself, she suffered minor
injuries to her hands and
forearm and was afforded
medical treatment.

The woman reported
that she and Martinez
came to Londonderry that
Sunday and he began to

Senior Resources Gommittee
Talk With School Board Rep

JOHN J. GoGLIA
LONDONDERRY TIMES

he Senior Resources
I Committee (SRC)
meat last Tuesday
the 16 of April, and agreed
to approach the Town
Planner about requesting
a permanent Senior Re-
sources Committee (SRC)
sub-committee having a
limited liaison role in the
town’s pursuit of the Age-
Friendly Community sta-
tus particularly as it
would relate to seniors
aging in place.

Guest speaker, Jen
Ganem of the school
board expressed her de-
sire to have the school dis-
trict more engaged with
the town’s senior citizens.
Ganem said attempts to
do this the past have been
somewhat fragmented and
therefore, mostly unsuc-
cessful. She mentioned
several possible ideas

such as: a seniors speak-
ers bureau to share inter-
esting life and work expe-
riences with students; a
seniors mentoring pro-
gram; a “seniors” type
prom; student workshops
to instruct seniors regard-
ing the use of cell phones,
computers and other
electronic devices; and
better dissemination of stu-
dent activities such as
sports and musical events
that seniors (and other
community members)
would be interested in
attending. The SRC agreed
that a part-time liaison
from the school district
would be an asset to the
committee. There was also
consideration given to
making a recommenda-
tion about merging the
school activity calendar
with the town district cal-
endar.

Chairman Doug Thomas

handed out an AARP study
of statistics on Aging in
New Hampshire. Chair-
man Thomas also had a
Tufts Healthy Aging Data
Report for 2019 with an
insert specific to London-
derry, which would be
copied and made available
later to all SRC members.
Member John Wilson
recommended that the
school and town should
consider linking their web-
sites. All SRC members
were asked to think about
any short-term goals for the
rest of the year that the SRC
could discuss next month.
Cathy Blash, Senior
Affairs Director mention-
ed that she has adver-
tised for a part time sen-
ior transportation coordi-
nator. Blash also men-
tioned she will be organiz-
ing the Senior BBQ for Old
Home Days this year.
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follow her, driving on
Route 102. His vehicle
eventually passed hers
and at that moment, she
pulled to the side of the
road, to allow him to con-
tinue.

Instead of doing this,
Martinez then allegedly
also stopped his vehicle,
left it and approached her
vehicle.

The woman's vehicle
was locked, but Martinez,
as she reported, gained
entry into it, despite her
efforts to prevent him
from doing so. He then
pushed the victim from
the driver's seat into the
from passenger seat and is
alleged to have then driv-
en the vehicle away.

While doing so, he left
his own vehicle parked on
the side of the roadway.

After he was arrested,
Londonderry police offi-
cers located Martinez's
vehicle on the side of the
road, where the victim
said it will be, confirming
her report regarding the
situation.

The initial arrest was
made possible after the
victim was able to send
text messages during hers
and Martinez's drive from
the place he entered her
vehicle to Littleton. The
text messages assisted in
locating the vehicle in
Massachusetts.

Detective Justin Hal-
lock of Londonderry
Police Department led the
local investigation and

sought warrants charging
Martinez for kidnapping (a
felony) and simple assault
(misdemeanor). Martinez
was then re-arrested in
Londonderry on Thursday
and released again on per-
sonal recognizance bail
with an arraignment date
in the Rockingham County
Superior Court in Brent-
wood on May 3.

Police are asking for
anyone with information
about the case to contact
the MSP Troop-A Barracks
at 978-369-4100 for the
Massachusetts portion of
the case and Detective
Hallock at jhallock@lon-
donderrynhpd.org for the
Londonderry portion of
the case.

the late Mabel Bedell.

help others.

OBITUARY

Lynn F. Rice

Lynn F. Rice, 64 of Londonderry, NH passed
away Monday April 22, 2019, at her residence after
a lengthy illness. Lynn was born May 19, 1954 in
Miami, FL, and was a daughter of Alvin Quack and
She lived in several loca-
tions in her younger life, including Louisiana, Texas
and Tennessee. She resided in Virginia prior to relo-
cating to Londonderry in 2000.

While living in VA, Lynn worked as a realtor with
Century 21. Lynn was also a certified EMT in the
Hanover County, VA area and was a longtime volun-
teer with the Red Cross. She was always ready to

In addition to her father and stepmother of
Groveland, MA, members of the family include her
husband Robert (Bob) Rice of Londonderry, a son,
David Rice of Londonderry, a daughter and her
husband, Elizabeth & Tom Southward of Mechan-
icsville, VA and daughter, Jennifer Owren of New
Kent, VA, her four grandchildren, Katelyn, Allison,
Lucy and Cameron, three siblings, Greg Quack,
Laura Burton and Susan Quack-Harris.

After cremation, a visitation will be held Thurs-
day April 25, from 2 - 3:30 p.m. at the Peabody
Funeral Homes and Crematorium, 290 Mammoth
Rd., Londonderry, with a service to begin at 3:30
p.m. Memorial donations may be made to Dana Far-
ber Cancer Institute, at danafarber.jimmyfund.org.
or American Red Cross PO Box 37839 Boone, IA
50037-0839. To send a condolence, please visit
www.peabodyfuneralhome.com.
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kditorial
Nothing to Hide

When people volunteer for pub-
lic service, whether it’s to run for
elected office or to seek appoint-
ment to town boards and commis-
sions, they've signaled their com-
mitment to do what’s best for the
greater good - the entire community.

And just as we all have personal
reasons for making such a decision,
we also have biases that we bring to
those posts, along with our experi-
ence and expertise.

With that said, the only way to
conduct the public’s business in as
bias-free a manner as possible is to
be as transparent as possible. That
means business must take place in
public session.

There’s no way to force residents
to pay attention to public meetings,
even with the ease of watching them
on public access TV in the privacy
of their homes. But whether or not
anyone is watching, elected and
appointed officials have to conduct
their business in the public eye.

We’re not talking about decisions
- those are made in public session.
But the background leading to those
decisions, the conversations and
debates, the questions and the argu-
ments, are rarely part of what the
public gets to see.

Ethics is defined as a system of
moral principles and rules of con-
duct. Meeting in small groups so as
not to invoke a quorum may techni-
cally not violate the law, but it
smells of circumventing the law. So

is that ethical?

Ethics is the core element to
local government and its manage-
ment. Accountability is an impor-
tant part of any organization, but it’s
especially important in local govern-
ment. Governments must responsi-
bly use their resources to provide
services that meet the needs of con-
stituents.  Local  governments
answer to state and federal laws and
guidelines for effective operations.
But most of all, they answer to the
people they serve.

Ultimately, government account-
ability is about maintaining the trust
between government officials and
citizens. For local governments,
core values such as integrity, equali-
ty, and transparency should provide
the foundation for every decision
and policy. Citizens should be able
to see how the government is spend-
ing their tax money, what services
the government is providing, and
how government officials are work-
ing to improve the community.

In public life, appearances count.
When residents don’t know what
their representatives are up to, they
listen to rumors and conspiracy the-
ories and finally end up distrusting
the decision makers.

We're all adults here. The pub-
lic’s business should be conducted
in public. Keep us informed of what
you're doing, every step of the way.
We shouldn’t have to worry that our
officials have something to hide.
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The Londonderry Times is a weekly publication. It is mailed to every home in Londonderry
free of charge and is available at a number of drop-off locations throughout the town.
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The Londonderry Times is published through Nutfield Publishing, LLC a privately owned company
dedicated to keeping residents informed about local issues and news in the town of Londonderry. All
articles submitted for placement in the Londonderry Times are welcome and subject to review/edit-
ing and/or acceptance by the publisher. Decisions of the publisher are final.
Views contained within submitted and published articles do not necessarily rep-
resent the views of the publisher or Londonderry Times. No articles, photographs,
or other materials in the Londonderry Times may be re-published, re-written or
otherwise used without the express permission of the publisher.
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Media's Missing Lini

Derry Man Arrested for
Having Child Abuse images

ccording to a press
release that was
ent out last week,

a 75-year-old man living in
Derry was arrested on
multiple counts of Child
Pornography as well as
on Distribution Of Child
Sexual Abuse Images.

According to the
release, on April 18, after
a months long investiga-
tion, the Londonderry
Police Department arrest-
ed Richard Gale, of Derry,
for three felony counts of
the Possession of Child
Pornography (NH RSA
649-A:3) and one felony
count of Distribution of
Child Pornography (NH
RSA 649-A:3-a).

The investigation be-
gan in May of 2018 when

Richard Gale

the Londonderry Police
Department received a
Cybertip from the Nation-
al Center for Missing and
Exploited Children that
led investigators to Gale.

The Londonderry Pol-
ice Department and the
New Hampshire Internet

Crimes Against Children
Task Force (ICAC) con-
ducted an investigation
with the assistance of the
Department of Homeland
Security which ultimately
resulted in Gale’s arrest.

Gale resided in Lon-
donderry during the time
of this incident and the
investigation.

Gale was released on
an unsecured appearance
bond and his court
appearance is scheduled
for May 3, 2019 at the
Rockingham County Supe-
rior Court. Anyone with
any further information
about this investigation
can contact Detective
Michael Tufo at the Lon-
donderry Police Depart-
ment.

Infastrucure

Continued from page 1

District, regarding the
Data Network. There are
eight buildings, with 18
data closets, 42 switches,
151 Wi-Fi access points,
almost 3,000 Ethernet
ports and over 3,500 wire-
less clients every day.
There also 25 servers,
nearly 3,500 computing
devices and over one hun-
dred smart boards and
other accessories. All of
the above is part of the
local data network and
the current connections
between the different
parts of the network is
done through the old SAU
district office building,
due to current fiber termi-
nations. The majority of
the Ethernet ports have

End of Support next year
(2020) and by 2021, this
number will rise to two-
thirds.

The new suggestion is
to address the End of Sup-
port products in place at
the moment, lessen
dependency on cabled
infrastructure with con-
tinued emphasis on wire-
less, leverage multi-gig
Ethernet support for the
next generation wireless
and wired needs, ensure
throughput aggregation
points are properly sized
for downstream through-
put, enable “Single Pane
of Glass” Infrastructure
Management, currently
not supported and
improve network security
through access to wire-
less and wired networks
per port access and man-

£]

age a Bring Your Own
Device and Guest access
for security and efficien-
cy.

The presentation
marked several positive
impacts to staff and stu-
dents, should the new
infrastructure be created:
Continued support, bet-
ter fault tolerance/relia-
bility, improved speed,
improved security and
network  accessibility,
improved manageability
and the introduction of
metrics.

A Request for Propos-
al has been developed for
the new infrastructure.
The School Board had
consensus regarding the
infrastructure that was
presented and agreed to
move on with the subject.

This service is provided free of charge to Londonderry residents who
wish to announce the birth of their child or grandchild, marriage engage-
ment, wedding or milestone event such as a Silver Wedding Anniversary.
This is a great way to share your news with your local community. The
Londonderry Times also accepts obituary notices. Please contact us at
537-2760 or e-mail to londonderrytimes@nutpub.net.

Londonderry Times welcomes letters of up to 500 words on topics of local interest, and prints as many
letters as possible. Please e-mail your letters to the Londonderry Times at londonderrytimes@nutpub.net.
All letters must include the writer’s name, address and phone number for verification if needed; name and
town of residence will be printed. Londonderry Times reserves the right to reject or edit letters for content

and length, and anonymous letters will not be printed.
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representative of
the Speedway gas
tation and conven-

ience store on Route 102
came before the Zoning
Board of Adjustment
(ZBA) seeking permission
to convert an existing
manual sign to a change-
able electronic sign. The
sign in question displays
the current prices for gas.

A variance was re-
quired because London-
derry zoning ordinance
7.7.E.3 states that “Ani-
mated, moving, flashing,
and noise making signs
are prohibited. Change-
able electronic message
board signs are prohibit-
ed in all zoning districts.”

Before Speedway pre-
sented their case, the ZBA
read into the record a let-
ter from resident David

Colglazier expressing con-
cerns about the proposed
sign. He said that based
on similar signs he has
seen elsewhere, he was
concerned that a fre-
quently changing sign
could be distracting at
night and may appear
ugly and cheap. He asked
that if granted, Speedway
only be allowed to change
the sign 1-2 times per day.
Presenting on behalf of
the applicant, Carolyn
Parker said that Speedway
wanted to make the sign
change to make it easier
and safer for employees to
change the fuel price dis-
play. She noted that today
they have to use ladders
or long poles to physically
change the prices and that
in snowy or wet weather
this can be dangerous.
She added that the
prices would be the only

part of the sign that
would change during the
day and that she expect-
ed they would change
once or twice per day.
She added that when the
prices changed, the
change would be instanta-
neous with no flashing or
blacking out, so that
unless someone was star-
ing at the sign, they would
not notice the change.
Parker also said that
she did not believe that
the intent of the ordi-

nance was to prevent

signs of this type. She felt
the intent was to prevent
electronic  advertising
that contributed to visual
clutter and that changed
frequently.

She added that the
upgraded sign would not
change the character of
the area since it is in a
busy commercial zone
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speedway Gas Station Granted Variance For Changeahle LED Sign

and that making the
change would not impact
the health, safety and wel-
fare of the public.

ZBA member Suzanne
Brunelle asked why the
numbers showing the
price would be red since
the current sign has white
numbers. Parker said
that it is a standard in the
industry to show prices
for gasoline in red and
diesel in green.

Member Mitch Feig
asked Parker how the pro-

posed sign compares to
those at other gas sta-
tions in town. She replied
that every company and
brand has their own
unique requirements.
Brunelle pressed Park-
er to explain what made
this property unique
since that is one of the
five criteria that must be
met to grant a variance.
Parker talked about the
new trend to use LEDs in
signs and the improved
safety from not having to

0
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manually change the sign.

Feig asked why the
ZBA had granted similar
variances in the past.
Other board members
said that the uniqueness
came from the federal
requirement that prices
be displayed and the safe-
ty risk of making changes
manually in a high traffic
area.

After brief delibera-
tion, the board voted 5-0
to grant the variance.

Pool Study

Continued from page 1

ommendation to the
Town Council was Dec. 1,
2018, but Assistant Town
Manager Ms. Lisa Drabik,
who was representing the
town in the committee,
indicated that it was
unable to complete the
task and requested for
more time, which was
granted.

Eventually, the com-
mittee gave its final rec-
ommendation in the Town
Council Meeting last
month (Mar. 18), recom-
mending against the idea
of building an outdoor
town pool in Londonder-
ry.

The committee men-
tioned as part of its rec-
ommendation the lack of
an easily “buildable” spot
in the town for an out-
door public pool, the esti-
mated high cost of this

kind of facility ($1.2-$1.5
Million) and the very lim-
ited summer times in New
England, where the pool
will actually be available
for public use. Other than
that, the face that around
35 percent of the resi-
dents in Londonderry
already have their own
backyard outdoor pool,
and many others (An
exact number was not
given) have an access to a
pool through their condo
or apartment complexes,
made the estimated num-
ber of people who will be
using the town pool to
low and led to the com-
mittee’s recommendation
against building one.

The committee did
vote in favor of a differ-
ent, much larger recom-
mendation and urged the
Town Council to “pursue
a community center
which would better serve
the needs of Londonderry
residents than would a

£]
standalone, outdoor
pool”, per the commit-

tee’s report.

The estimated cost of
a community center is
between $5-$10 Million
(As the committee’s
researched found out)
and the committee rec-
ommended that the town
would engage in discus-
sions with the YMCA
about the potential pri-
vate/public partnership.
These kinds of communi-
ty centers can be found in
different towns in New
Hampshire.

The Town Pool Com-
mittee members were Ms.
Drabik (Chair, Town Man-
ager designee), Al Sypek
(On behalf of the Planning
Board), Kevin Foley (On
behalf of the Recreation
Committee) and residents
Noelle Bristol, Cheryl
Hass, Debbie Johnson,
Laura Pallotta, Sy Teb-
betts and Jen Kenney.
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he role of the Zon-
I ing Board of Adjust-
ment (ZBA) is one
of the least understood
among town boards,
councils, committees and
commissions. Its deci-
sions are technical in
nature, sometimes
require legal interpreta-
tion and are guided by a
strict set of rules that
must be followed.

Before getting to how
the ZBA works, it is useful
to understand how they
fit with the other entities
that deal with zoning.
There are four such
groups involved with the
formulation and adminis-
tration of the town’s zon-
ing ordinance and map:
The Planning Board,
Town Council, Zoning
Administrator/Code
Enforcement Officer, and
ZBA.

The Planning Board is
primarily responsible for
proposing the initial zon-
ing ordinance and the
zoning map, recommend-
ing amendments, holding
public hearings on its

own and petitioning
amendments.
The Town Council

adopts the zoning ordi-
nance and approves any
changes that are pro-

posed. The Zoning
Administrator/Code
Enforcement Officer

administers and enforces
the ordinance and map as
written.
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The Role of the Zoninyg Board of Adjustment Explained

The ZBA reviews appli-
cations for zoning vari-
ances, special exceptions,
equitable waivers of
dimensional require-
ments, and hears appeals
from the decisions made
by Zoning Administra-
tor/Code  Enforcement
Officer or Building Inspec-
tor.

Of the four types of
cases the ZBA can hear,
most of them are requests
to allow variance from the
town’s zoning ordinance.
Generally, the requested
variances have to do with
relief from a specific zon-
ing ordinance, for exam-
ple, a road frontage or
building setback rule.
Less often, developers
seek variances to allow a
type of project or busi-
ness on a property where
it is not allowed by the
zoning regulations.

VARIANCES

In considering a vari-
ance request the ZBA con-
siders five factors, all of
which must be met to
grant the variance. The
ZBA does not have the
discretion to grant or
deny a variance because
they like or do not believe
the project is a good idea.
Likewise, they cannot
reject a variance because
abutters do not think it is
a good idea.

The five criteria are:
(A) the variance will not
be contrary to the public
interest; (B) the spirit of
the ordinance is

RO
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observed; (C) substantial
justice is done; (D) the
values of surrounding
properties are not dimin-
ished; and (E) literal
enforcement of the provi-
sions of the ordinance
would result in an unnec-
essary hardship.

For criteria A, the ZBA
considers whether the
variance is contrary to
the public interest. To
determine this, they
determine whether the
variance alters the essen-
tial character of the
neighborhood or threat-
ens the health, safety, or
general welfare of the
public.

For criteria B, the ZBA
looks to the ordinance in
question to see if the vari-
ance would violate the
explicit or implicit state-
ment of purpose in the
ordinance itself. Beyond
that, the the ZBA also
considers whether the
proposed use would alter
the essential character of
the neighborhood and
whether it would threaten
the public health, safety
or welfare.

Criteria C is difficult to
assess since there are no
rules that can measure or
determine justice. The
ZBA must judge whether
any loss to the landowner
outweighs any to the gen-
eral public. They also
examine whether a pro-
posed development is
consistent with the area’s
present use.

Criteria D requires a
decision on whether the
proposed variance will
diminish the value of sur-
rounding properties. Just
because abutters think
that it will is not enough
of a reason alone to make
that determination.
Sometimes developers

Betier
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provide letters from real
estate professionals to
make the case that prop-
erty values would not be
diminished. In the end, it
is the judgment of the
ZBA, though.

Criteria E, relating to
hardships, tends to be the
hardest one for appli-
cants to understand. It is
usually also the hardest
one to prove to the satis-
faction of the ZBA. To
start, only when some
characteristic of the land
in question makes it dif-
ferent from others can
unnecessary hardship be
claimed.

Then the landowner
must show that no fair
and substantial relation-
ship exists between the
general public purposes
of the ordinance provi-
sion and the specific
application of that provi-
sion to the property.

The ZBA may ask, is
the restriction on the
property necessary in
order to give full effect to
the purpose of the ordi-
nance, or can relief be
granted to this property
without frustrating the
purpose of the ordinance?
Likewise, they could
assess whether the full
application of the ordi-
nance to this particular
property is necessary to
promote a valid public
purpose.

In addition to the
above, for criteria A, an
applicant must also show
that because of the spe-
cial conditions of the
property, the proposed
use is reasonable.

SPECIAL EXCEPTIONS
Unlike a variance
which grants permission
to use a specific piece of
property in a more flexi-

ble manner than allowed
by the ordinance, a spe-
cial exception is a specif-
ic, permitted land use
that is allowed only when
clearly defined criteria
and conditions contained
in the ordinance are met.

Providing for spe-
cial exceptions makes it
possible to allow uses
where they are reason-
able in a controlled man-
ner, but to prohibit them
where the specified con-
ditions cannot be met.
When the ZBA considers
a special exception, it
cannot vary or waive any
of the requirements set
forth within the zoning
ordinance.

APPEALS OF ADMINIS-

TRATIVE DECISIONS

The ZBA hears
appeals if it is alleged
there is error in any order,
requirement, decision, or
determination made by
an administrative official
in the enforcement of any
zoning ordinance. Typi-
cally, this means review-
ing decisions made by the
Zoning Administra-
tor/Code  Enforcement
Officer or Building Inspec-
tor.

The ZBA may reverse
or affirm, wholly or in
part, or may modify the
decision. When they hear
the appeal, they must
apply the strict letter of
the law in the same way
that the administrative
official must. It cannot
alter the ordinance or
waive any restrictions
under the guise of inter-
preting the law.

EQUITABLE WAIVER OF
DIMENSIONAL REQUIRE-
MENTS

This provision was
approved by the legisla-

ture to address the situa-
tions where a good faith
error was made in the sit-
ing of a building or other
dimensional layout issue.

When a lot or struc-
ture is discovered to be in
violation of a physical lay-
out or dimensional
requirement, the ZBA may
grant a waiver only if each
of the four findings is
true: (a) lack of discovery
of the violation in a timely
manner; (b) good faith
error in measurement or
calculation; (¢) no
diminution in value of sur-
rounding property; and
(d) the cost of correcting
the mistake outweighs
any public benefit.

While state law gives
cities and towns the
option to have ZBA mem-
bers elected or appoint-
ed, in Londonderry, the
five voting members who
have volunteered to serve
are appointed by the
town council to three-
year terms. In addition,
three alternate volunteer
members are appointed
by the town council.

Ideally the term expi-
ration dates for members
are equally spread across
three years to avoid too
many expirations in one
year; however, currently
six of the eight current
members have terms
expiring at the end of
2019.

In general, qualifica-
tions to serve on the ZBA
are the same as those for
any other position of
trust in town: time, an
interest in serving, impar-
tiality, and a willingness
to understand the
process. While it is not
required, some current
ZBA members have legal
backgrounds.
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Continued from page 1
point of view of the Lon-
donderry Times to inform
its readers of a change.

Smith went on to say
that because the town is
utilizing taxpayer monies
to publish legal notices, it
favors the lowest bidder
first and foremost. How-
ever, the town also con-
siders factors such as
quality, service, and pre-
vious experience. Smith
then references the
municipal code, specifi-
cally Title VI, Chapter VI
section, purchasing poli-
cy.

The Times would have
been more than willing to
match the rate given by
the Derry News, but was
never given that opportu-
nity. The Publisher of the
Londonderry Times was
unaware of the negotia-
tions between Smith and
the Derry News concern-
ing their rates for publica-
tion of legal notices, until
after Smith made his deci-
sion to move the legal

notices regarding the
Town of Londonderry to
the Derry News.

Smith also stated that
recent events with regard
to operations of the
Times had, “raised suffi-
cient concerns, such that
I no longer believe that
the Times meets the
required standards the
town seeks when choos-
ing vendors for profes-
sional services.”

Smith cited a letter

dated March 28, 2019 by
the New Hampshire Attor-
ney General citing several
alleged election law viola-
tions, “With regards to
the Times owner and pub-
lisher, Deb Paul’s adver-
tisements related to her
own candidacy for elect-
ed office.” Smith states
that the political adver-
tisement failed to comply
with RSA Chapter 664 in
several respects.

Smith stated that Nut-
field Publishing failed to
file any rate card with the
secretary of state office,
to which Paul responded,
“I informed the Attorney
General’s office, at the
time, that my rate card is
published online for all to
see.” I then asked, “Do all
other papers that run
political advertisements
have their rate cards on
file with you office?” His
answer was, “I can’t
respond to that, we don’t
monitor it.”

Smith mentioned that
Paul’s candidacy, while,
“both legal and commend-
able,” created numerous
ethical concerns, while
still owning and publish-
ing the Times, as it
allegedly violated the
Code of Ethics to “Act
Independently,” and
“Avoid political and other
outside activities that
may compromise integri-
ty or impartiality, or may
damage credibility.” Fur-
thermore, Smith refer-
enced the Committee
expressly stating that
journalists or anyone
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involved with journalism
should not run for office
themselves.

It should be noted and
[ quote directly, “The SPJ
Code of Ethics is a state-
ment of abiding princi-
ples supported by addi-
tional explanations and

position  papers (at
spj.org) that address
changing journalistic

practices. It is not a set of
rules, rather a guide that
encourages all who
engage in journalism to
take responsibility for the
information they provide,
regardless of medium.
The code should be read
as a whole; individual
principles should not be
taken out of context. It is
not, nor can it be under
the First Amendment,
legally enforceable.”

The Society of Profes-
sional Journalists is basi-
cally a group that anyone
can join. Not all journal-
ists belong to this organi-
zation. It is merely an
organization of journal-
ists and the Code of
Ethics provides suggest-
ed guidelines. Paul said,
“l am not a member of
this organization and
frankly had never even
heard of this group. After
looking at this Code, I
strongly feel [ did not vio-
late any of the suggested
guidelines.”

Smith also stated the
Town has received regu-
lar complaints regarding
inaccurate or unedited
information in articles,
which according to Smith,

LONDONDERRY TIMES © APRIL 25, 2019

“... causes confusion and
has required the Town to
spend additional monies
to correct said misinfor-
mation.”

Paul responded, “I was
not made aware of any
complaints, but I would
be more than willing to
hear and address them
myself.”  Furthermore,
Paul reiterated that any
mistakes the paper
makes, should they be
brought to the Publisher’s
attention, are addressed
with a correction and
there is never a charge.
“In the instance Smith is
speaking of, [ mistakenly
wrote May instead of
March in a Bio for the
Town Council story we
ran. When it was brought
to our attention I told the
Town we would run a cor-
rection, which we did, but
they insisted they wanted
to run a legal notice as
well. This was the first
time that the town felt the
need to run a paid legal
notice for a mistake we
made.”

Smith also mentioned
in the memo that Paul reg-
ularly engages in social
media, “... in the dissemi-
nation of inaccurate infor-
mation and unsubstantial
allegations regarding the
Town.”

Paul responded that in
these particular
instances, she is engaging
as Debra Paul, not as the
Londonderry Times pub-
lisher or as Nutfield Pub-
lishing. “As a citizen, I
have every right to voice
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my opinion and perspec-
tive on anything I want.
The President does it on a
daily basis.”

Finally, Smith cited
Nutfield Publishing’s diffi-
culty paying federal taxes
in late 2016. Paul
responded, “Yes, I owe
federal taxes, but the rea-
son the town was notified
back then, was because a
payment was missed dur-
ing difficult financial peri-
od.” She added she has an
agreement with the IRS
and is in the process of
rectifying the situation.

Paul added, “I fail to
see how this makes me a
bad vendor,” Paul stated.
“And the fact that this
notice was made public
by the town, and also

a
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given to our competitor at
the time, brings into ques-
tion the ethics being used
at town hall.”

The Londonderry
Times, is open to any and
all feedback from the resi-
dents it serves, had little
to no opportunity to
address these concerns.
The goal of the Times, as
is the goal of all of Nut-
field Publishing newspa-
pers, is to engage readers

and keep the people
informed.
The Londonderry

Times invites its readers
to bring any concerns to
the publisher’s attention,
so the newspaper can
address those concerns

properly.

OBITUARY

Martha Green
Martha E. Green, 89, of Londonderry,
8 NH, died Sunday, April 21, 2019, in Park-
: B l[and Medical Center, Derry, NH. She was
| '8 born in Chelsea, MA on December 3,
_‘__ =™ 1929, a daughter of Robert and Ruth (Har-
ris) Bruce. Martha was known for her

beautiful high heels, impeccable tan and for baking
the absolute best ricotta pies. In her younger years,
Martha worked designing shoes and other acces-
sories, furthering her love for high heels. She was an
elegant woman who adored her granddaughters and
her great-grandsons. Despite losing her husband 24
years ago she has never stopped loving him and has
the fondest memories of him and their many nights
spent dancing

She is survived by her son, Daniel S. Green and
wife Yvonne; two granddaughters, Vanessa LaMalfa
and Janelle Jones and husband Chris; two great-
grandchildren, Paul and James LaMalfa; brother, Fred
Bruce and many nieces and nephews. Martha is pre-
deceased by her beloved husband, Daniel R. Green;
two brothers, Robert Bruce, Sr. and Malcolm Bruce
and two sisters, Ethel Sullivan and Caroline Gill.

Following cremation, calling hours will be held
Wednesday, April 24, from 3 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. in the
Peabody Funeral Homes & Crematorium, 290 Mam-
moth Rd. Londonderry. A memorial service will follow
at 5:30 p.m.
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Eagle PI‘OIGGI comnleted In The Musquash Gonservation Area

One of many new signs added in the Musquash
Conservation Area by Eagle Scout Justin Jolicouer.

MIKE BYERLY
LONDONDERRY TIMES

young Londonder-
ry resident, Justin
olicoeur, complet-

ed a variety of improve-
ments to the Musquash
Conservation Area as part
of his Eagle Scout service
project. Working in con-
sultation with the Conser-
vation Commission, he
greatly expanded the
number of trail signs to
make it easier for the pub-
lic to navigate the roughly
1,100-acre conservation
area.

Jolicouer, who fre-
quently mountain bikes in
the Musquash, got the
idea while on one of his
rides. Charlie Goodspeed,
owner of DG Cycle where
Jolicoeur works part-
time, put him in touch
with the Conservation

Commission to get their
input.

Jolicouer, of Troop 521
in Londonderry, present-
ed his plan to the Conser-
vation Commission, his
troop Scoutmaster and a
local Board of Review for
approval last year. He
then worked during the
Fall to fundraise and com-
plete the work.

The signage improve-
ment effort started with
navigating the over ten
miles of trails to identify
locations where more
signs were needed. After
reviewing the locations
with the Conservation
Commission, he then cre-
ated and installed trail
signs on trees in upwards
of twenty locations.

He also added many
“you are here” signs at
trail junctions. These

i}ommunilv Garegivers of Greater Derry IﬂD
Host Non-Profit Give Back Night, May 8

on-Profit Give Back
Night, a benefit
fundraiser at La

Carreta’s in Londonderry,
will be held by The Com-
munity Caregivers of
Greater Derry and The
Loaner's Closet on Wed-
nesday, May 8. This event
will happen throughout
the day.

The Caregivers mis-

sion is to enrich lives and
support individuals to
remain independent
through a compassionate
volunteer community.

Their free services to
the elderly and disabled,
include light chores,
shopping, transportation,
and friendly visiting.

The organization also
operates a free Loaner's
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Closet for Durable Med-
ical Equipment.

To participate in the
event, people should stop
by La Carreta’s for lunch,
dinner, or for drinks, and
mention the Caregivers
who will then receive 20%
of your total bill.

Dine anytime on Wed-
nesday, May 8, all day at
La Carreta, Londonderry
Commons, 44 Nashua Rd,
Londonderry.

Call 432-0877 for more
information.

Visit our website for more information

applewoodkitchen.net

603-437-3739
Open Tuesday - Friday 10-5 p.m.

signs include localized
maps, GPS coordinates
and directions to the
nearest Musquash trail-
head. Years ago, London-
derry Trailways started
installing such signs on
heavy duty wooden
posts. That work fell off
but was finished by Joli-
couer.

In many cases he cre-
ated and added the signs
to the empty posts that
Trailways had installed.
In other cases, he updat-
ed the maps to correct
errors and reflect
changes. In a handful of
cases, he had to carry in
the heavy posts and
install them in holes that
he dug by hand.

In addition to the trail
signs, Jolicoeur also build
a small woodshed at the
Landing Area to store fire-
wood that is used by the
Conservation Commis-
sion during the winter
Musquash Field Day. He
also constructed a plank
walkway at one spot
along the new Mathes
Trail to allow trail users
to cross over a small
stream.

Jolicouer spent

approximately 70 hours
on the service project. He
said the most time-con-
suming part of the project
was creating the “your-
are-here” signs on
Microsoft Publisher using
maps provided by the
town GIS department.
Now a senior at LHS,
Jolicouer has been in the
scouting program since
second grade. Starting as
a cub scout, he advanced
to boy scout and then

worked through the
Scout, Tenderfoot, Sec-
ond Class, First Class,

Star and Life ranks before
finishing at the highest
level, Eagle.

Jolicouer has complet-
ed all the requirements
for Eagle Scout and will
receive his rank in a cere-
mony planned for June
2019. In addition to the
service project, Jolicouer
had to earn 21 merit
badges, assume a leader-
ship position in his troop,
document other leader-
ship roles inside and out-
side of the troop and pro-
vide personal references
to vouch for his charac-
ter.
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Eleven High School Contestants Battie to Wear the Mr. LHS Grown

After deadlifting 675 pounds as the final contestant during the annual Mr.
LHS competition, Patrick Hagearty was named this year’s winner. Eleven
other students took to the stage at the Londonderry High School gymnasi-
um to show off their skills a dazzle the judges, but Hagearty came out on
top. Other performers included: Evan Cormier, Devin Janas, lan Goodspeed,
Jimmy Fitzgibions, Mike Crowley, Kyle Bernard, Cam Ness, Pat Cohan, Eric
Nowak and Harry Feig. Photos by Chris Paul
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IDAN VINITSKY
LONDONDERRY TIMES

he Londonderry High School's

I Assistant Principal, Katie Sulli-

van, recently started a Bowling

Club at the school, and the first meet-

ing took place at the Merrimack Ten
Pin on Thursday, April 11.

Ms. Sullivan says that during the
winter, she contacted the New Hamp-
shire Interscholastic Athletic Associ-
ation (NHIAA) and inquired about the
possibility to open a Varsity Bowling
team at Londonderry High School,
but found that the commitment was
too big, and the decision was made

to start as a club and build on that.

There were 15 Varsity Bowling
teams in New Hampshire in the
2(018-19 winter season.

The Londonderry High School
Bowling Club is currently open to
any student who wants to join and
meets every other Thursday to
play "two games for fun and then
the third match for competitive
fun", as Ms. Sullivan called it. Stu-
dents who want to become part of
the club should see Ms. Sullivan
and the fee, which covers the three
games and the bowling shoes, is
$13.
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