
the workforce housing
requirements under state
statute, as well as its pro-
portionate share of the
region’s workforce hous-
ing fair share distribution.

SNHPC Chief Planner
Jack Munn was assigned
as project manager, with
Bruce C. Mayberry of
BCM Planning in New
Gloucester, Maine to
serve as a consultant.
Town Planning and Eco-
nomic Development staff
would assist by providing
support to the SNHPC as
needed, according to the
proposal.

The cost of the analy-
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A sparse crowd attended the Town Deliberative on Saturday morning 
to move Warrant Articles to the ballot for voters in March. Article 14

will ask voters to fund the addition of four firefighters.
Photo by Chris Paul

KAITLYN G. WOODS
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The Planning Board
has recommended
that the Town Man-

ager accept the Southern
New Hampshire Planning
Commission’s (SNHPC)
proposal for a Workforce
Housing Analysis.

“This is to look at what
housing is there and all
data as far as income lev-
els in Londonderry and
regionally. It’s an attempt
to look at fair share,” Town
Planner Cynthia May told
the Board at its Wednes-
day, Feb. 4 meeting.

While a regional as-
sessment is completed

every five years, the an-
alysis proposed would be
a town-based housing
needs assessment from
the perspective of Lon-
donderry, to reveal how
the Town relates to the
region in its compliance
with the “fair share”
requirement of the work-
force housing statute.

Geographic Informa-
tion System Manager
John Vogl is providing
information to the SNHPC
to be used in completing
the analysis.

At a cost of $13,790,
the analysis would study
and evaluate the Town’s
progress in addressing

Planning Board Recommends
Workforce Housing Analysis Plan

continued on page 10
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After much debate
over a proposed
reduction in teach-

ing assistant hours, vot-
ers at Friday night’s Delib-
erative Session amended
the Londonderry School
District’s operating budg-
et to include an additional
$240,000 for classroom
assistants.

The voters at the ses-
sion also turned back an
effort to reduce funding
for an architecture and
engineering study for a
proposed auditorium, and
cut all funding to a citizen
petition related to stu-
dent transportation (see
related stories pages 2
and 3).

The addition to the
budget would fund in-
structional assistants for
three hours per day at the

elementary level, an in-
crease of approximately
1.5 hours above the num-
ber of hours supported in
the current school year.

The teaching assis-
tants are needed to help
the struggling learner and
the student who is profi-
cient but needs additional
support, and to enable
children who are ad-
vanced to move on, said
Donna Traynham of 11
Faucher Road, who pro-
posed the amendment,
arguing a reduction in
teaching assistants at the
elementary level would
jeopardize the District’s
ability to prepare all stu-
dents adequately for high
school and the future.

“We don’t cost a lot.
We don’t get benefits, we
don’t get a lot of hours,
and we don’t get retire-
ment. The return you get

on this investment is
huge. Why do you want to
cut this out when it’s such
a small portion of budget?
The more human re-
sources you can put in
the classroom the better,”
said Deb Villars, who has
worked as a classroom
assistant for 14 years.
“Kids need attention. The
makeup of classrooms
has changed dramatically.
Both parents are working
and the support they are
getting is less than when
my kids were in school.”

◆ ◆

Deliberative Raises School
District Budget by $240,000

KAITLYN G. WOODS
LONDONDERRY TIMES————––––––————–◆

The voters amended and moved
to the 2015 Warrant an article
to fund the addition of four

firefighters and firefighter para-
medics.

As amended, Article 14 requires
the Town to raise and appropriate

$263,144 to hire the additional fire-
fighters on a staggered schedule
throughout the year, which would
save the Town $136,856.

“The Fire Department is clearly
understaffed, and I urge voters to
accept this amendment,” said
Tammy Siekmann, who submitted

Voters at Deliberative Cut
Cost to Add Firefighters

continued on page 23
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Friday night’s School
District Deliberative
Session saw an effort

to decrease funding for
Article 9, architectural
and engineering profes-
sional services for a pro-
posed community audito-
rium at the high school.
The School District pro-
poses via Article 9 to
appropriate $500,000 to
complete the study.

“The concept of an
auditorium is not new for
Londonderry,” Auditorium
Study Committee Chair-
man Tony DeFrancesco
said. “It was removed from
the original plan for the
high school, with the idea
of completing it later.”

DeFrancesco noted his
Committee was charged
with exploring the con-
struction of an auditori-
um after the high school
received a report from the

New England Association
of Schools and Colleges
(NEASC), a regional ac-
creditation association,
saying for the fourth time
the community should
invest in an auditorium.

“After studying the
project, I am resolute this
project is the best next
step for the Town,” De-
Francesco said. “London-
derry will see a tremen-
dous amount of growth in
the near future and with-
out a doubt is uniquely
positioned today to sup-
port the construction of
this building for the com-
munity.”

“We have heard there
is potential for growth,
and development is com-
ing in, but I just think it
would be a little smarter
to make the money before
we spend the money,”
said School Board mem-
ber Dan Lekas, who voted
against recommending
Article 9 to the voters.

State Rep. Al Balda-
saro, R-Londonderry rais-
ed concern over the lack
of parking at the school
during peak traffic times,
such as elections and
football games.

“The School District is
very good with schedul-
ing, and pretty much all
buildings are not for rent
when there’s a major
event,” DeFrancesco said.
“The School Board will
make the decision of
when this building is used
or not used. And 60 per-
cent of the auditorium’s
use Monday through Fri-
day is curriculum based;
so, there will be very little
time available for the gen-
eral public during those
hours.”

Also of concern was
the investment of $500,000
into the auditorium be-

fore voters have had the
opportunity to decide
whether or not they even
want one.

“I’m not against an
auditorium, but I think we
need to figure out, yes, we
want the auditorium; then
take the money to put
towards architecture and
engineering services. I
think we’re putting the
cart before the horse,”
said Deb Paul of 118
Hardy Road, who is pub-
lisher of the Londonderry
Times.

School District Busi-
ness Administrator Peter
Curro and DeFrancesco
explained that the pur-
pose of the two-step
process - investing in the
architecture and engi-
neering services, then
bonding the project - is to
secure a detailed plan for
the auditorium that in-
cludes a maximum price.

“It eliminates signifi-
cant surprises; so, when
we get to a vote for the
bond, the process has
been laid out by archi-
tects and engineers with a
budget and the bond is a
guaranteed maximum
price,” Curro said. “The
architect and engineer
sign on and agree to build
this project for a set num-
ber so there are no sur-
prises and we know exact-
ly what we’re getting.”

In agreement with
Paul, David Ellis of 1
Wilshire Drive proposed
amending Article 9 to
raise and appropriate
$100,000 for architecture
and engineering services.

“To budget $100,000
would support enough
engineering to tell you
how to put in the founda-
tion,” said Budget Com-
mittee member Greg War-
ner, who originally voted

against supporting Arti-
cle 9 but said he is begin-
ning to realize he would
probably support archi-
tecture and engineering
costs for the auditorium.
“Speaking to this amend-
ment, $500,000, which is 5
percent of a $10 million
dollar project, is an
appropriate number to do
the engineering studies.”

DeFrancesco noted if
proposals to complete
the study come in under
$500,000, the remaining
funds go back to the tax-
payer.

“The $500,000 is a
placeholder,” he said.

The amendment to
raise $100,000 failed and
Cherylann Pierce of 23
Mayflower Drive pro-
posed amending Article 9
to raise and appropriate
$1 for architecture and
engineering services, not-
ing students perform at
the Palace Theater in
Manchester and have
always had opportunities
to play in nice venues.

“There are people who
are saying kids have
always done well without
an auditorium, so we
don’t need one now. We
don’t know how they
would have done had
there been an auditorium,
so it’s silly to project
backwards and say they
would have done better
or worse,” said Dan Gore
of 8 Lane Way.

“There are many
wants I would like to have,
but I don’t because I can’t
afford them,” Pierce said.
“We can’t afford a $9 mil-
lion auditorium.”

“I have had many peo-
ple call me and complain
about this. If you have
deep pockets, it’s a beau-
tiful thing. But there are
people who are strug-

gling,” Baldasaro said.
“There are people sitting
at the table saying they
don’t even know if they
can stay in town. I would
like to see the town pay
off more debt and give
people a break. We need
an auditorium, I agree;
but it was the teacher in
the classroom that made
the difference for my chil-
dren, not an auditorium. I
think we need to let peo-
ple vote first if they want
this before we throw
money it.”

“I do believe for many
people this is a want and
for others this is a need,
and I respect both opin-
ions. I think $500,000 is
the right number to do
this kind of work and it
would be disrespecting
the voters to decrease
the amount,” said John
Conley of 373 Winding
Pond Road. “The voters
are smart enough to
know if they support the
architecture and engi-
neering study and it
results in a sound propos-
al, they are voting to sup-
port an auditorium.”

“This is the standard
throughout the county
and has been standard
for decades. People in
this town need to experi-
ence cultural events in an
auditorium setting. It’s
part of the fiber of culture
and education that is the
standard throughout the
country and the world
and should be a standard
in Londonderry,” Gore
said.

Pierce’s amendment
failed, and Article 9
moved to the Warrant as
proposed, with a 4-1 vote
of favor by the School
Board. Article 9 has an
estimated tax impact of
$.14 per thousand.

Efforts Fail to Cut Proposed Funding for Auditorium Study

www.macksapples.com
230 Mammoth Rd. Londonderry
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Farm Market
Winter Hours

Open 9 - 5 Daily
Fresh Apples & Pears,

Our Own Fresh Cider and
Winter Squash

Call 434-7619 for more info

Apple Pie Contest on
February 14th

Sign up now at the 
farm stand!

123 Nashua Road, Unit #20 
Londonderry, NH  03053 
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Each Office Independently Owned and Operated
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Miracle Network
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Derry, 59 Lane Road Looking for a home with lots of space?
This 3- 4 bed, 2 bath charming Cooper built Gambrel with
over 2300 sq. ft. is located on a beautiful country road in East
Derry. Large country eat-in kitchen has a brick wall with a
beehive oven, wood stove & exposed ceiling beam. There is a

bedroom on the first floor which could be used as an office for those working from
home. There are 3 bedrooms up including huge front to back master bedroom. The fin-
ished walkout basement offers 2 finished rooms perfect for the teens, visiting in-laws
or perhaps a man cave. Some updates include vinyl siding, furnace, water heater,
baths, hardwood floors, carpets and interior paint. Above ground pool for summer fun
is surrounded by a two - tiered deck overlooking large, private back yard. Convenient-
ly located to Schools, shopping and Route 93. $$224,900 MLS 4393868  
CALL ALINA TOBIN (OFFICE)603-425-2400 X126 (CELL)603-475-5578

Richard “Rick” Wildenberger Jr.
Richard J. “Rick” Wildenberger Jr. 55, of Rumney

died Feb. 4, 2015, at the Elliot Hospital in Manchester.
He was born on July 16, 1959 in Mt. Holly, N.J., the

son of Richard and Marian (Butler) Wildenberger.
He moved to New Hampshire in 1984. He worked in

construction for many years, and worked for Gold Star
Tree and Turf Farm for 15 years.

He was an avid hunter and fisherman. 
He is survived by his parents, Richard and Marian

(Butler) Wildenberger of Londonderry; his companion,
Daneen Paye; a son Richard Wildenberger III of London-
derry; a daughter, Samantha Ann Wildenberger of Rum-
ney; and seven grandchildren, Adora, Ava, Jamie, Han-
nah, Nataya, Jaden, and Ashton. 

Calling hours were Feb. 10 at Peabody Funeral
Homes and Crematorium, 290 Mammoth Road, London-
derry, with a funeral service following. The family plans
to have a graveside service in the spring at Pillsbury
Cemetery in Londonderry. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made
to a charity of one’s choice. To send a condolence or for
more information, visit www.peabodyfuneralhome.com.

OBITUARY
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24.hr..Service Maintenance Installations

www.ourfamilyoil.com  •  (603) 778-1123  •  (978) 372-2862

Low
Prices

OPEN FOR BUSINESS
Junk Car
Removal!

Mon. – Sat. • 8 a.m.–5 p.m. •  55 Hall Road Londonderry, NH • 425-2562

We will pay up to

$50000

for some cars 
and trucks.

FREE 
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The Town Council un-
animously accepted
the first reading of

an amendment to the Air-
port Area Tax Increment
Finance (TIF) District that
would decrease its size
and scope.

Town Manager Kevin
Smith recommends ac-
cepting the amendment,
which would reduce the
TIF by 362 acres, with all
land incremental tax val-
ue to go back to regular
valuation.

Additionally, the am-
endment would mandate

the TIF’s termination when
the Town meets its obliga-
tion to pay for the cost of a
new traffic light on Pet-
tengill Road for $250,000.

If the Council adopts
the amendment, the Town
will see $71,000 in addi-
tional property tax money
returned to the regular
valuation in 2015 to offset
the tax rate, Smiith said.

With $114,000 already
having come in from the
TIF, Smith expects well
over the $250,000 re-
quired for the traffic light
will come in next year.

The purpose of the TIF
District was to accelerate

development of the Pet-
tengill Road area. Without
the TIF, the Town would
have delayed much of the
tax revenue that could
come earlier in the pro-
cess, Chairman Tom Dolan
said when the amendment
was proposed.

The Council will hold a
public hearing for the
amendment at its March 2
meeting.

In other businesss:
• The Council approved

with a 5-0 vote an amend-
ment to the Town Ordi-
nance related to Boards,
Committees and Commis-
sions intended to ensure

the process of appointing
members is fair and trans-
parent.

Changes to the ordi-
nance include a section
that requires the chair-
person of each board,
commission or committee
to notify the executive
assistant to the town
manager of vacancies or
pending term expirations

Mike Speltz of 18 Sug-
arplum Lane recommend-
ed the ordinance require
the executive assistant to
keep track of the expira-
tion dates of board mem-
bers.

“It’s redundant to re-

quire the board, commit-
tee and commission chair-
persons to notify the exec-
utive assistant. It makes it
confusing as to who is
responsible. Committee
members are volunteers,
whereas the executive
assistant is a paid employ-
ee,” he said.

“I see it as a check and
balance,” Councilor John
Farrell said. “I think we
should put the responsi-
bility on the chairmen of
boards and I think they
should be engaged.”

Additionally, a section
was added requiring ap-
pointments be posted

when terms expire, even
when a member on the
board seeks re-appoint-
ment. The Town must
publish in one local paper
and two other public
places all vacancies at
least three months before
a term expires or a seat
becomes vacant.

The chairperson of
each board, commission
or committee may recom-
mend an applicant to the
Town Council, but the
process for reviewing
applications for and inter-
viewing candidates is at
the discretion of the
Council.

Amendment Would Decrease Size of Finance District

KAITLYN G. WOODS
LONDONDERRY TIMES————––––––————–◆

Voters amended a cit-
izen petition at Fri-
day night’s School

District Deliberative Ses-
sion that cut all funding
from the proposal.

Article 11, to raise and
appropriate $451,552 for
the additional cost of
transportation and to
request the Londonderry
School Board adopt a stu-
dent transportation poli-
cy with strict guidelines
detailed in the article, was
successfully defunded.

Business Administra-
tor Peter Curro said the
District would need to
purchase eight additional
buses to fulfill the require-
ments of the article.

Art Psaledas of 12
Mont Vernon Drive pro-
posed de-funding the arti-
cle.

“I think we should
lower the amount to zero
and end this thing,” he
said. “I have been in town
for 40-plus years, and this
is possibly the most sin-
gle-serving article I have
ever come across. I have

never voted against an
amendment for the kids.
This will be the first one.
The next thing we will be
having limo service for
every kiddie. A kid can’t
walk half a mile? Give me a
break.”

Superintendent Nate
Greenberg said if the allo-
cation in the article is
removed, the Board is
required to do nothing
should it pass.

Susan Fletcher of 13
Darrow Way, the petition-
er who proposed Article
11, said a comprehensive
school bus policy would
offer clarity and relieve
bus drivers.

“The lack of policy
puts a lot of responsibility
on our bus drivers,” she
said.

Voters approved over-
whelmingly the amend-
ment to strip Article 11 of
its funding before moving
it to the Warrant. The arti-
cle will have no impact on
the tax rate if passed in
the election.

Voters also successful-
ly amended Article 2 to
boost the budget  by

$240,000 to fund class-
room instructional assis-
tants for three hours per
day at the elementary
school level, and resisted
amendments that would
have reduced funding for
a proposed $500,000
architecture and engineer-
ing study for an auditori-
um, Article 9 (see related
stories pages 1 and 2).

All remaining warrant
articles were moved to
the ballot with little dis-
cussion. Those articles
are as follows:

Article 1, Election of
Officers.

Article 3, the teachers’
contract for $1.1 million,
with a tax impact of $.32
per thousand.

Article 4, the Allied
Health Professionals con-
tract for $85,321, with a
tax impact of $.02 per
thousand.

Article 5, a special
meeting should either the
teachers’ or health profes-
sionals’ contract fail.

Article 6, the School
Lunch Program and Feder-
al Fund Projects, with no
tax impact as the funds

are self-supporting throu-
gh local, state and federal
revenue sources.

Article 7, an allocation
of $400,000 to the School
Buildings Maintenance
Expendable Trust Fund,
which results in a tax rate
impact of $.11 per thou-
sand.

Article 8, an allocation
of $100,000, to the Equip-
ment Capital Reserve
Fund, which would result
in no impact on the tax
rate.

Article 10, to raise
$8,069 for Co-curricular
and Athletic Stipends,
which would result in a
tax impact of $.002 per
thousand.

If the entire warrant
passes in the March 10 elec-
tion as amended, Curro
said the tax rate would be
$15.6 per thousand.

◆ ◆

Deliberative Defunds School Bus Petition
Brian Walley

Brian G. Walley, 53, of Londonderry died at the Elliot
Hospital in Manchester on Feb. 8, 2015.

He was born on Oct. 1, 1961 in Woburn, Mass., the
son of Helen (Hedley) Walley and the late Kenneth Wal-
ley.

He was a resident of Londonderry for 14 years, pre-
viously living in Billerica, Mass.

He was raised and educated in Wilmington, Mass.,
and graduated from Wilmington High School, class of
1980.

He was employed for over 25 years at UPS in Chelms-
ford, Mass., where he worked as a supervisor.

He was an avid New England Patriots fan.
In addition to his mother of Brooksville, Fla., he is

survived by his wife of 30 years, Kathy (Mercer) Walley;
two daughters, Kaitlin Walley and her fiancé, David Ellis
of Milford, and Janelle Walley of Londonderry; one son;
Brian K. Walley and his wife, Kaitlyn, of Nashua; a grand-
daughter, Genevieve Walley of Nashua; two sisters,
Lorene Walley-Essbach of Brooksville, Fla., and Joy Novy
of Morrisville, N.C.; one brother, Keith Walley of Spring-
field, Va.; and many nieces, nephews and cousins. He
was predeceased by his brother Kenneth Walley.

Following cremation, memorial calling hours will be
held on Saturday, Feb. 14, from 1 to 3 p.m. in the Peabody
Funeral Homes and Crematorium, 290 Mammoth Road,
Londonderry. A Memorial Service will follow at 3 p.m. in
the funeral home. In lieu of flowers, memorial donations
can be made to the American Heart Association, 2 Wall
St., Manchester, NH 03101. To send a condolence or for
more information, visit www.peabodyfuneralhome.com.
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Letters
Auditorium 

To the editor:
Prologue. The key

point: Londonderry has
done well without an
auditorium these many
years. And yet the school
board - currently Chair
Leitha Reilly, Steve Young,
Nancy Hendricks, John
Laferriere, and Dan Lekas
- has begun another push
for an auditorium, un-
doubtedly knowing that
many families are pinched
financially. Leading the
push has been Tony De-
Francesco, leader of a
pro-auditorium group. A
plausible scenario has Mr.
DeFrancesco as the board’s
stalking horse, as the
board has been silent
except for the 5-0 vote for
that $500K auditorium
study.

The Dec. 18 issue re-
ported Mr. DeFrancesco’s
argument: Londonderry is
a full-service community
and therefore an auditori-
um is needed. In the next
issue my letter in re-
sponse began “Wants v.
Needs, a want argument v.
a need-argument, and
then provided a need-
argument, focus roads:
bad roads damage vehi-
cles, cause accidents, and
injure people sometimes
fatally. Good roads are a
need and warrant ade-
quate taxation.

I hoped Mr. DeFran-
cesco would respond
with a need-argument. No
such response. I later
phoned Mr. DeFrancesco.
No pick-up and I left a
message: name, number,
and subject, the auditori-
um. I hoped we might
talk about what is a want,
a need, and the difference
between the two. He has
not returned my call.

I submit that with ab-
sence of a cogent need-
argument, an auditorium
is a want.

Janet Griffin, in a letter
to the editor Dec. 25, re-

lated talking with Mr. De-
Francesco on election day
in November, telling him
that many residents could
not afford more tax in-
creases. His response,
“‘well, don’t you want to
live in a full service com-
munity?” 

I drove by Mr. De-
Francesco’s residence, a
handsome home. Also
observed was construc-
tion of what appeared to
be a two-story guest-
house. Subsequently I
learned from the building
permit that it is a de-
tached garage with an
attic, cost $44.9K.

Next I went online and
obtained the residential
assessed value (RAV) for
Mr. DeFrancesco, each of
the letter writers, and the
school board members.
Rick Brideau, Assistant
Assessor, provided what
he recollected was the
median RAV, $261K (medi-
an: half of the values are
more than the median
value and half are less).

Mr. DeFrancesco’s RAV
is $460K, second highest
among those I research-
ed. Highest is Steve Young,
$469K. Wife and I, $361K.
Other than to say we,
both retired, are manag-
ing - but with very little
cushion - I won’t go into
details. Not good form to
wear your heart on your
sleeve, to bare your soul,
or to publicly disclose
family finances. No sur-
prise, I shall vote against
that $500K auditorium
study on the March bal-
lot. If it is killed, there will
be no auditorium-induced
tax increase and we will
benefit further when that
school bond closes in
2017.

C C Mitchell
Londonderry
—————————

Thanks Public Works

To the editor:
I drive through quite a

few communities to get to

and from work in Ipswich,
Mass., and I just feel that
it should be mentioned
that when it comes to the
roads before, during and
after a winter storm, our
DPW in Londonderry
does a fantastic job.

There are some towns’
roads I travel on where
there is barely enough
room for one car to pass
on a normal two-lane road
because they just don’t
push the snow back far
enough. And at some
intersections, a car has to
be almost entirely into
the road before it is possi-
ble to see if there are any
oncoming vehicles.

That isn’t the case in
Londonderry, at least not
on the roads I travel and
live on. They make sever-
al passes and really push
the snow back.

So, thank you to all the
people in the Londonder-
ry DPW for doing a great
job of keeping our roads
passable and safe in what
can be very difficult con-
ditions.

Phil Spitalere
Londonderry
–––––––––––––——

Worry Cycle

To the editor:
In case you missed the

Jan. 22 Around Town sec-
tion, titled “Worry Cycle,”
Lynn Lyons is providing a
presentation at London-
derry Middle School on
Tuesday, Feb. 17, at 7 p.m.

You don’t want to miss
this if you have children
or any contact with chil-
dren that are anxious, and
even yourself being anx-
ious. Lynn provides so
much information with
sincerity and humor, you
will come away ready to
put her plan in place.

To register, email
dconroy@londonderry.net
or call 432-6925, ext 3140.

June Croissant
Londonderry
—————————
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Editorial
The New Normal

Mid-day, 11 degrees. The wind
chill is often several degrees lower.
That’s becoming the norm these
days.

Often an editorial commenting on
the weather can be out of date by
the time the newspaper is in our
readers’ hands, because of the
unavoidable delay from writing to
printing to distributing. Unfortunate-
ly, that’s not the case with comments
about the weather these days.

We have been treated to almost
daily snow, in addition to the 2 feet of
snow already sitting on the ground.
The wind picks up every once in a
while, and the temperatures are
stuck well below freezing. Hitting the
low 20s is a high point for us.

Our unofficial records show snow
on Jan. 3, 9, 12, 15, 24, 27 and 30, and
Feb. 2, 4, 8 and 9.

So now that we’re convinced
snow and cold are part of our lives
for a while, we’d like to remind you
of how to deal with them. That
means getting snow off your roof,
keeping your walkway and driveway
sanded and as safe as possible –
including the path to your gas or oil
tank – and keeping on hand food and
other items you need to be comfort-
able if you can’t get to the store, or a
power outage occurs. Be careful with
space heaters and generators, and
make sure the outdoor vents are

kept free of snow. And bring your
pets inside.

Road conditions are dangerous -
stay off the streets unless you
absolutely have to get somewhere
important. If you do travel, clean the
snow and ice off your car – it’s the
law, and leaving it there is a danger
to yourself and other drivers. And
maybe it’s time to have a conversa-
tion at work about telecommuting. 

The almost “snowbound” nature
of the weather makes it important to
check on elderly neighbors or those
who live alone. And if you’re getting
cabin fever yourself, give a friend a
call to chat.

When everything that can be
done is done, take time to relax, or
get out the cross-country skis or
snowshoes and – you  have to admit
it – enjoy the beauty of the snow
amidst the trees. 

It’s not all negative. We’ve seen
evidence of the good-hearted spirit
the wintry weather brings – a call to
a neighbor to offer a grocery run, a
private plow driver who stops to
clear the berm of a resident wielding
only a shovel, and then declines pay-
ment.  In spite of the freezing tem-
peratures, these acts of caring warm
the heart.

So try to stay warm and comfort-
able, and know that spring is not all
that far away.
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Worth Every Penny

To the editor:
On Friday, Feb. 6, at

the Londonderry School
Board’s deliberative ses-
sion, a motion by the vot-
ers passed to amend arti-
cle 2, increasing our dis-
trict’s operating budget
by $240,000 for the pur-
pose of funding instruc-
tional assistants for three
hours per day per class-
room at the elementary
level (note: the instruc-
tional assistants were pro-
posed to be eliminated
entirely next year at the
elementary level except
for those who work in
classrooms as a result of
a child’s Individualized
Education Program).

The tax impact of this
amendment for the aver-
age-priced house in Lon-
donderry ($277,000) is 4
cents per thousand more
than what we currently
pay, or $11 per year. It
would allow our elemen-

tary schools to have in-
structional assistants work-
ing alongside teachers,
supporting all children in
our elementary classrooms
- struggling learners, chil-
dren who are proficient
but need added support
to continue their growth
in learning and children
who are advanced and
who can be challenged
beyond typical grade
level expectations.  

The proposed elimina-
tion of the instructional
assistants has a signifi-
cant impact on student
learning, our schools and
on the long-term out-
comes connected to our
community; it has an
impact on the extent to
which children will learn
what is necessary to be
college and career ready;
it will impact future ele-
mentary budgets in the
way of remediation and
behavioral intervention
costs; there will be a cost
to future middle and high
school budgets in the way
of remediation as we try
to close achievement
gaps because we didn’t

build a strong enough
foundation in the elemen-
tary years;  it will have a
cost for our elementary
principals and teachers
who will be working to
achieve more with less;
and it will have an impact
on the Londonderry com-
munity in that a quality
education affects the
economy, real estate val-
ues and the pride that
comes with knowing that
we played a small role in
the future success of our
youngest residents by
supporting our town’s
education system.

Londonderry has long
prided itself on its high
quality education but there
are only so many holes
that can be poked in the
fabric of our education
system before the quality
of the fabric begins to
weaken; eventually the fab-
ric will rip. Over the years,
we have weakened the fab-
ric and now, we are dan-
gerously close to ripping it
with these types of cuts.

Quality comes at a
price but for a small
amount of money, we have

◆ ◆

Letters
Continued from page 4

the opportunity to win
back an important element
in the quality of the educa-
tion that we deliver to the
children of this communi-
ty, our instructional assis-
tants. The research is
unequivocally clear - chil-
dren who aren’t proficient

by the elementary years
are far more likely to strug-
gle throughout their edu-
cational journey towards
college and career readi-
ness and there is a price to
pay for this struggle - a
price on so many levels. 

Please vote with us on

Tuesday, March 10, in
favor of the amended
budget and send the mes-
sage that we think our
youngest citizens are
worth every penny!

Donna Traynham
Londonderry

Daniela E.Verani, M.D., P.A.
Family Medicine • 182 Rockingham Road, Suite 9
Londonderry, NH 03053 • (603) 434-4363

– PROVIDER ON CALL –
MIGRAINES

More than 29.5 million Americans suffer from
migraine, with women being affected three
times more often than men. This vascular
headache is most commonly experienced
between the ages of 15 and 55, and 70% to
80% of sufferers have a family history of
migraine. Less than half of all migraine suffer-
ers have received a diagnosis of migraine from
their healthcare provider. Migraine is often
misdiagnosed as sinus headache or tension-type
headache.

Many factors can trigger migraine attacks, such
as alteration of sleep-wake cycle; missing or
delaying a meal; medications that cause a
swelling of the blood vessels; daily or near daily
use of medications designed for relieving
headache attacks; bright lights, sunlight, fluo-
rescent lights, TV and movie viewing; certain
foods; and excessive noise. Stress and/or
underlying depression are important trigger
factors that can be diagnosed and treated ade-
quately.

Migraine characteristics can include:
Pain typically on one side of the head; pain has
a pulsating or throbbing quality; moderate to
intense pain affecting daily activities; nausea or
vomiting; sensitivity to light or sound; attacks
lasting four to 72 hours, sometimes longer;
visual disturbances or aura; exertion such as
climbing stairs makes headache worse 

Diagnosis of migraine headache is made by
establishing the history of the migraine-related
symptoms and other headache characteristics as
well as a family history of similar headaches. By
definition, the physical examination of a patient
with migraine headache in between the attacks
of migraine does not reveal any organic causes
for the headaches.Tests such as the CT scan and

MRI are useful to confirm the lack of organic caus-
es for the headaches.

There is currently no test to confirm the diagnosis
of migraine

As a Family Practitioner for over 20 years in
Southern New Hampshire, I have treated new
borns to individuals in their Golden Years. My
staff and I believe that prevention is the best
cure. And we like to do it the old-fashioned
way, by listening and caring for each patient as
if they were our own family. At the same time,
we do not ignore the innovations that are taking
place in medicine and participate in the EPIC
electronic medical records in conjunction with
the Elliot Hospital.

Our practice is located at the Tower Hill Profes-
sional Park at 182 Rockingham Road, Suite 9, Lon-
donderry, conveniently accessible near Exit 5 of
Interstate 93.We accept most major insurances. If
you are looking for a Family Friendly Environ-
ment, we can be reached at (603) 434-4363.

SEE US ON THE WEB AT:
danielaeveranimdpa.com

SAME DAY APPOINTMENTS ARE 
AVAILABLE WITH THE DOCTOR.

WE BELIEVE SEEING THE SAME
PROVIDER EACH TIME YOU ARE 
SEEN HELPS YOUR CARE TO BE 

MORE CONSISTENT

NEW PATIENTS, SPORTS PHYSICALS
WELCOME.

MAKE SURE YOU TAKE CARE OF
YOURSELF

34 Crystal Ave., Derry • 965-3420 • wickedmojoit.com

Computer Repair • Network Solutions 
Security Cameras • Free Diagnosis * In Shop

$15 OFF
Any Service

mention this ad to receive this discount
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Rockingham County
Commissioner Kevin
Coyle announced

the county’s proposed
FY15 budget is $79.8 mil-
lion, a 1.6 percent increase
over last year’s budget.

The increase, which is
primarily for categorical
assistance, such as aid to
the elderly, nursing home
care and in-home care,
equates to a 1- to 2-cent
increase for the taxpayer.
Categorical assistance is
driven by the state legisla-
ture.

“They tell us what we’ll
pay and we pass it down

to you,” Coyle told the
Town Council at its meet-
ing Monday night.

Although he has not
formally presented the
budget to the Council in a
meeting in the past, Coyle
said he thinks it’s impor-
tant to get feedback from
the Town. Coyle is one of
three county commission-
ers. He lives in Derry.

“I know we haven’t
done that before, but I
think it’s important,” he
said. “We want to know
what, if anything, we can
do for you. We provide
certain towns with certain
services, but right now we
don’t provide Londonder-

ry with a lot more than a
bill.”

As the fourth largest
contributor to the tax
base, Londonderry pays
$3.2 million of the $44 mil-
lion in taxes the County
raises.

For its contribution,
Londonderry and other
communities in the county
receive nursing home
care, the county attorney,
the jail, the Sheriff’s
Department and the
assisted living facility the
county operates, accord-
ing to Coyle.

“We have an aging pop-
ulation and we don’t have
a lot of facilities in Lon-

donderry for the elderly,”
Councilor Joe Green said.
“You have talked about
having facilities in other
towns. Has there been any
thought about having a
facility in Londonderry?”

“We have a facility in
Brentwood that has 222
beds,” Coyle said. “Very
few Londonderry resi-
dents go there. A lot are
from Derry, but not many
are from Londonderry
and Windham. The bed
system is assigned, the
Town would have to pur-
chase beds. The assisted
living facility has more.
The nursing home has
about 260 seniors. There

are 49 beds in Brent-
wood’s assisted living
facility; we could certain-
ly look at it.”

Town Manager Kevin
Smith asked Coyle if there
may be an opportunity in
the future for regionalized
dispatch.

“We believe, as most of
the nation does, that
regionalizing dispatch is
the way to go and it’s more
cost efficient,” Coyle said.
“Derry has two dispatch
centers, you have two,
Windham has one, and
Salem has two. It’s some-
thing we want, but it will
be driven by the towns
wanting it. Going through

the political battles of try-
ing to consolidate dis-
patch can be difficult.
What we were thinking is
having three locations
county-wide - one in Brent-
wood, one here in London-
derry and one on the Sea-
coast.”

“You would be interest-
ed in a dispatch center
here in Londonderry?”
Green asked.

“We would want to
partner with whatever
town is interested in it.
You have a lot of commu-
nication equipment al-
ready. It would be an easy
partnership,” Coyle said.

Coyle Presents County Budget to Council, Suggests Regional Dispatch
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Karen A. Archer, Independent Licensed Agent of Londonderry

603-553-9040 • 877-728-9593
kaarcher@comcast.net

Life / Health / Medicare 

Do You Have the
Right Plan?
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AManchester man
arrested in London-
derry last month

for several charges relat-
ed to two local burglaries
escaped from Exeter Hos-
pital in Exeter and led
police on a car chase.

When the handcuffs
and leg restraints on Tyler
Beliveau, 27, relaxed for
an X-ray at Exeter Hospital
on Jan. 24, he ran out of
the room and fled the hos-
pital in a stolen plow

truck, according to Maj.
Darin Melanson of the
Rockingham County Sher-
iff’s Department.

Sheriff’s Deputy Wayne
Partington, who had
relieved two officers at the
hospital with Beliveau,
chased after the prisoner.

But the hospital floor
was wet from melted snow
tracked in during the Jan.
24 snowstorm and Parting-
ton slipped and fell. He got
back up and continued to
chase Beliveau, who had
stolen a truck that was

parked outside the hospital
while the sidewalks were
being treated with sand
and salt.

After Beliveau left the
hospital in the plow truck,
Exeter police were able to
locate and follow the vehi-
cle, according to Exeter
Police Capt. Bill Shupe.

“It wasn’t much of a pur-
suit, though, because of the
storm. Officers stayed back
due to the poor road condi-
tions,” he said.

Beliveau crashed in
East Kensington and fled

on foot.
The foot pursuit was

brief, and Shupe said two
officers were able to take
Beliveau back into custody
in a resident’s yard.

Beliveau, who will now
face additional charges
related to his escape, was
charged last month with
allegedly burglarizing the
Bacon Barn on Sanborn
Road on Jan. 19.

When he went to the
Police Station to bail out a
friend who had been arrest-
ed for his connection to the
burglary of the Stumble
Inn, Beliveau was wearing a
jacket that matched the
description of the jacket
the suspect of the Bacon
Barn burglary was seen
wearing.

Police interviewed Be-

liveau and subsequently
arrested him for his role in
both the burglary at the
Bacon Barn and the Stum-
ble Inn. His boots matched
the boot imprints at the
Bacon Barn and he admit-
ted to being there, Det.
Adam Dyer said.

Additionally, Beliveau
admitted to driving Scott
Lasser, 29, of Londonderry
away from the Stumble Inn
after he had burglarized
the bar.

Beliveau was charged
with criminal liability for
conduct of another and
conspiracy to commit bur-
glary for serving as Lass-
er’s lookout during the
crime.

While police were inter-
viewing Beliveau, he
attempted to delete mes-

sages on his phone, which
resulted in an additional
charge of falsifying physi-
cal evidence.

Dyer said pending char-
ges related to a string of
burglaries throughout
Southern New Hampshire
could result in further
charges for Beliveau.

Melanson said “it’s very
rare” for an inmate to
escape as Beliveau did.

“We’re looking into
alternatives like plastic
restraints for medical pro-
cedures, and we’re looking
at ways to relax our
restraints without being
susceptible to escape in
the interim,” he said.
“When something hap-
pens, the focus is on that.
We’re always looking for
better ways to do things.”

◆ ◆

Man Jailed for Londonderry Burglaries Makes Brief Escape

KAITLYN G. WOODS
LONDONDERRY TIMES————––––––————–◆

As development in
Londonderry con-
tinues and the

Town looks to the future,
Town Manager Kevin
Smith reported in his
State of the Town Address
that the state of the town
is strong.

For the first time since
2007, the Town saw a
decrease in its property
tax rate of 2 cents, from
$5.19 to $5.17 per thou-
sand; the proposed oper-
ating budget is under the
default budget for the
third straight year by
about $18,000; and after
going through one budget
cycle in which the Town
didn’t use any of its
undesignated fund bal-
ance to offset expenses
for FY15, the Town was
able to return nearly $1.4
million to fund balance at
the end of FY14, without

having to raise property
taxes.

In his report on eco-
nomic development in
Town, Smith highlighted
progress on Pettengill
Road, including a 600,000-
square-foot showcase cen-
ter for jet engine manufac-
turer Pratt Whitney; a dis-
tribution center for Fed-
Ex; a new facility for Mil-
ton Caterpillar; redevel-
opment along the Route
102 and Route 28 corri-
dors; a new Exit 5 Travel
Center with a Red Arrow
Diner and New Hampshire
State Liquor Outlet, and a
new Town Fair Tire loca-
tion.

Looking to future proj-
ects, a manufacturing
company plans to build a
62,000-square-foot manu-
facturing facility by the
airport later this year,
conceptual plans have
been presented for a high-
end wine bistro, and the

Town expects to see the
preliminary phase of the
Woodmont Commons
development begin to
take shape, according to
Smith.

“It’s no wonder, with
all of the new business
development, people
want to live in Londonder-
ry” he said, noting the
Town will see several new
residential developments
in 2015, including senior
apartments, an assisted
living facility, one- and
two-bedroom condomini-
ums - some of which are
workforce housing - and
single-family home subdi-
visions.

Other changes the
Town has seen in the last
year are a shift to single-
stream recycling, and a
new policy to replace
mailboxes that are dam-
aged during winter storm
plowing.

Additionally, the Town

created a revamped eco-
nomic development web-
page; a website for visi-
tors, tourists, and
prospective home-buy-
ers; an outdoor recreation
guide, and a monthly
community newsletter.

“But the strength of
our Town is not measured
by budgets or economic
planning alone, rather it is
measured most by how
the people in this commu-
nity coalesce around and
comfort one another in
times of need and crisis,”
Smith said at the Town’s
Deliberative Session on
Feb. 7. “While there was
no shortage of positive
happenings in Town over
the last year; unfortunate-
ly, we dealt with our share
of challenges and tragedy,
as well. We had a tremen-
dous loss as a number of
current and former
Lancers left us much too
soon. One of our very

own Town Councilors was
hospitalized for weeks,
and an early winter storm
knocked out power to
thousands for days.”

But through the diffi-
cult times, the Town’s
first responders have
served the community
with courage and dedica-
tion, Smith said. They are
the first to show up on
the scene, and usually the
last to leave.

Specifically, Smith,
recounted the recent inci-
dent on Route 102 where
a truck went through the
kitchen of a home where a
young family lived.

“After speaking with a
few members of both the
Fire and Police Depart-
ments, and getting
debriefed on the accident,
I got back in my car and
continued driving home.
As I was driving, what
struck me wasn’t just how
remarkably professional

and calm the members of
each department were
during the midst of a terri-
ble and tragic accident,
but also realizing that a
similar event could hap-
pen again at a moment’s
notice,” Smith said. “They
do not know where or
when the next accident or
tragedy will be, or who’s
going to be involved; but
they will be ready,
nonetheless, to heed the
call to help their fellow
man, woman, or child in
need.”

In closing his address,
Smith thanked the Town
Council for their contin-
ued trust and confidence;
the department heads
and staff for their profes-
sionalism, expertise, and
continued guidance; and
the citizens for their sup-
port and willingness to
help make Londonderry
the great community that
it is.

Londonderry Looking Good in Smith’s State of the Town Address
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35 Manchester Road, Derry

ROMANO’S PIZZA
OF DERRY
434-6500

Check Us Out Online!
www.romanospizzaderry.com

Happy 
Valentine's Day
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The Planning Board
has approved re-zon-
ing two lots on

Mohawk Drive to accom-
modate the development
of a wine bistro.

The Board also ex-
pressed support for the con-
ceptual design for the restau-
rant, Cabonnay Wine and Cui-
sine, which developer Cor-
nelis de Jong described as
“the essence of wine coun-
try” in Londonderry.

“We want to create an
environment to serve
smaller portions of well-
crafted, decadent foods,”
said de Jong, who told the
board at its Wednesday,
Feb. 4 meeting that he is
looking to do something
new and creative with the
lot. “We want to create an
oasis environment, where
there is restful spacious-
ness - a calming, elegant
sensory environment.”

The building proposed to
house the bistro is a long,
townhome-style structure that
features a courtyard inside
and an upstairs gallery that
will accommodate large
groups and additionally
serve as an art gallery. The
sides of the bistro that face
residential areas would not
have doors, except possibly
a fire escape. The building
would not have a basement.

“The whole reason to
bring this to Londonderry
is to create an architectural
jewel - something the Town
can be proud of,” de Jong
said.

In order to establish
upscale gardens on the

property, which are part of
the developer’s concept for
the restaurant, his design
for the site takes advantage
of setbacks on the property
and features a curved
design for the parking lot
that increases green space.

“We’re sandwiched into a
very narrow area,” said de
Jong of the property, which
has two street fronts. “The
corner site allows for very
beautiful staging of the
building and landscape. We
want to create something
that doesn’t look commer-
cial, with perennial gardens
that are established.”

To take advantage of
the setbacks, the property
must be re-zoned from
Commercial-IV to Commer-
cial-I.

“The move to the stan-
dard setback line for a resi-
dential structure allows for
the relocation of the septic
field, and we cannot have
the garden over a septic
field,” de Jong said. “The
parking curves inward to
increase green space on
the property. It’s a very
clean design and we’re try-
ing not to impact the wet-
land on the site. We’re
moving parking in, which
goes over the setback
lines. What we create by
doing this is a grand street
facing that is set back sig-
nificantly and allows great
opportunity for green
space and landscaping.”

De Jong added that the
re-zoning is consistent with
the area and would provide
an opportunity to develop
the site by rights.

“We’re trying with the

entire project to clean up
the site and make it cohe-
sive with its environment,”
he said.

Previously, the Town
approved a plan to develop
the site into a medical cen-
ter, but the development
was never completed.

“This gentleman has
come in and worked with
staff three times. It has been
a very collaborative effort,
and I think this plan would
be a better solution than
the convoluted parking
arrangement in the previ-
ous plan for the site,” Town
Planner Cynthia May said.

The restaurant would
accommodate 60 seats, but
may come in slightly below
this estimate, according to
de Jong. The proposed
restaurant is a 10-foot
reduction in size from the
medical center.

De Jong is renting
space in his office building,
which was constructed as
part of the medical center,
on the lot adjacent to the
larger lot to be used for the
restaurant.

“I’m very excited by the
prospect. I’m not opposed
to changing the zoning or
to moving the building. I
think your proposal is won-
derful,” member Mary
Soares said. “I am con-
cerned about traffic, but
most of the traffic is morn-
ing traffic, so it may work
fine because you’d be
opposite peak traffic times.
But bringing something
really elegant to a space
that is not very elegant, I
think it will be very won-
derful and I look forward to

raising a glass."
“I love the concept,

too,” said member Leitha
Reilly. “Hopefully, you have
done your homework on
this area and it will thrive.”

Reilly asked what else
could use the parcel once
it is re-zoned C-I, should
the business fail.

Other permitted uses
include limited services
motor vehicle, retail, pro-
fessional office, repair ser-
vices, and drive-through
windows.

“The most recent in-
quiry for this site was an
automotive repair shop,”
May said. “That’s what this
site lends itself to, which
certainly is not friendly to
the residential neighbor-

hood.”
De Jong told the board

he is excited he can begin
something he is confident
will be a success.

“I’m in e-commerce
development and my day
job funds this. I’m not wor-
ried about this collapsing,”
he said. “There  is no mort-
gage or loan on the build-
ing and there is rental
income from the adjacent
lot. There is economic
planning for the wine
house and bistro compo-
nents that needs to make
sense and be profitable,
but it’s not a money pit. It’s
well-funded and well-struc-
tured and should be a suc-
cess for many, many
years.”

"I think you hit the right
demographic and I don’t
think you’ll have any prob-
lem keeping it full," Chair-
man Art Rugg said.

The Board unanimous-
ly recommended the pro-
posed re-zoning to the
Town Council and en-
dorsed the concept for the
boutique bistro.

The first reading for the
re-zoning was scheduled
for the Town Council's Feb.
9 meeting (see related
story page 18), with the
public hearing to be sched-
uled the following month,
according to May.

De Jong said if all goes
well, he hopes to see the
restaurant in service by
the end of the year.

Planning Board Approves Mohawk Drive Rezoning for Bistro

KAITLYN G. WOODS
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Law enforcement offi-
cials are urging the
public to be vigilant

of parked cruisers while
driving in winter condi-
tions after a truck crashed
into a state police cruiser
in Londonderry.

Raymond Wallace of
Merrimack took his turn
at the top of the on-ramp
at Exit 4 and Route 102
too quickly for the snowy
conditions and his truck
slid into the police cruis-
er, which was parked well
off to the side of the road,
according to Lt. Paul Hunt
of the New Hampshire
State Police, Troop B in
Bedford.

The trooper was investi-

gating a crash, addressing a
vehicle up on a snow bank,
when the truck struck the
back end of his cruiser.

“It was summons-able,
but he was found respon-
sible for the crash,” Hunt
said. “He’s going to have
to pay for any damages to
the cruiser.”

Hunt noted Wallace
wasn’t exceeding the
speed limit, but he was
driving too fast to com-
pensate for the road con-
ditions.

“The bottom line is
this is the 17th or 18th
cruiser that has been hit
and people need to slow
down, pay attention and
not follow so closely,”
Hunt said. “The public
should be outraged there

have been so many acci-
dents with cruisers.”

On Jan. 31, a car trav-
eling at 45 miles per hour
lost control in the wintery
conditions and slammed
into a state cruiser
parked at a Route 3 on-
ramp in Bedford.

The officer, who was
injured as a result of the
crash, was seated inside
the cruiser.

He was lucky. He could
have been getting in or
out of the vehicle, Hunt
said, noting, “We’re just
asking people to slow
down and watch out for
parked cruisers. When
you’re driving at 45 mph
in an area that’s hasn’t
been plowed, that’s a
4,000 pound bomb.”

◆ ◆

Driver Slides into Parked Cruiser 
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JUNK CARS • SCRAP METAL
WANTED
“If It’s Metal, We’ll Take It”
TRUCKS

EQUIPMENT
MACHINERY

For more details call: 
S&S Metals Recycling Inc.

603-537-1000 or       877-537-1007
196 Rockingham Rd., Londonderry, NH

TOLL
FREE

PICK UP SERVICE AVAILABLE

Singer-guitarist ideal
for private parties,

events, pubs.
Reasonable rates.

Find me on Facebook at Just Harry Ensemble

603-475-7709
JUST.HARRY09@GMAIL.COM

Just Harry

ROCK & COUNTRY OLDIES,
AMERICANA, DOO-WOP
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The State of Maine
has charged Grego-
ry Owens, a Lon-

donderry man facing fed-
eral charges for allegedly
shooting his wife and a
family friend in Maine,
with aggravated attempt-
ed murder.

Owens, 58, is being held
at the Cumberland County
Jail in Portland on $2 mil-
lion bail after appearing in
York County Superior Court
in Alfred, Maine, according
to the York County Sheriff’s
Department.

Deputy District Attor-
ney Justina McGettigan is
prosecuting the case.

The Federal Bureau of
Investigation arrested Ow-
ens on Jan. 11 for crossing

state lines with the intent
to kill or injure his wife,
Rachel Owens, 55, on Dec.
18, 2014.

In addition to the
charges the state filed
this month, Owens was
charged with Interstate
Domestic Violence and
Discharging a Firearm
During and in Relation to
a Crime of Violence.

Owens allegedly shot
his wife and Steven Cha-
bot, 55, a family friend she
was staying with in Saco,
Maine, during a home
invasion. The shooting
occurred shortly after a
woman with whom Ow-
ens was having an affair in
Wisconsin threatened to
publicly reveal their rela-
tionship unless he ended
his marriage, according to

court documents.
Based on statements

provided to investigators,
Gregory and Rachel Owens
were married for over 35
years and have an adult son.

Owens is retired from
the military and owns
Owens Consulting Group,
a provider of training ser-
vices and training devices
to U.S. Military at overseas
locations.

He owns numerous
guns, 26 of which were
seized during a search of
his 3 Winthrop Road home
conducted by Maine and
State Police following the
shooting.

Carol Chabot, 55, told
police her lifelong friend,
who was at her home for
pre-holiday shopping and
to visit with family, had

become ill suddenly some-
time in 2014 and had
dementia, despite previ-
ously enjoying years of
good health and no
known medical problems.

Chabot and her hus-
band had been caring for
Rachel Owens to relieve
her husband, who was
her primary caregiver.

On Dec. 18 around
2:47 a.m., police in Saco,
Maine received a 911 call
reporting a home inva-
sion and shooting at the
Chabot home.

Steven Chabot told
police he had been shot
and was hiding in a clos-
et. Chabot’s wife barri-
caded herself in a bed-
room and was unharmed.

Upon witnessing an
intruder wearing dark

clothing and a ski mask
approaching his home
carrying a handgun, Cha-
bot returned to his bed-
room and attempted to
shut and lock the door.
The intruder shot throu-
gh the door three times,
striking Chabot in the
arm, shoulder and back.

Rachel Owens, who
was sleeping in a guest
room, was shot four times
while she slept, one bullet
striking the back of her
head.

Both victims were trans-
ported to Maine Medical
Center in Portland, where
they underwent surgery
and required extensive
care; both survived.

For his federal charge
of Interstate Domestic
Violence, a Class C felony,

Owens faces a penalty of
up to 20 years in prison
and/or a fine up to
$250,000; and for Dis-
charging a Firearm During
and in Relation to a Crime
of Violence, a Class A
felony, he faces a penalty
of no less than 10 years
and no more than life in
prison, to be served con-
secutively to his sentence
for Interstate Domestic
Violence, and/or a fine of
up to $250,000.

For the charge filed by
the State, Owens will be
indicted either in Febru-
ary or March, according
to Saco Deputy Police
Chief Jeffrey Holland.

“He will probably face
additional charges when
we get through the grand
jury process,” he said.

Federal Charges Levied Against Londonderry Man in Maine Shooting
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The Planning Board
voted to accept the
Southern New Hamp-

shire Planning Commis-
sion’s (SNHPC) Route 102
Corridor Study.

The comprehensive
study compiled the find-
ings of previous studies of
the area, taking into con-
sideration several major
corridor improvements
slated for the future, such
as Woodmont Commons
and the construction of
Exit 4-A on Interstate 93.

“This is just scratching
the surface,” SNHPC Prin-
cipal Planner Tim White
said of the Commission’s
findings. “There’s a real

need for a more in-depth
study and a detailed ac-
cess management plan to
identify what we can do
right now to mitigate traf-
fic impacts along the cor-
ridor and try to improve
safety.”

The comprehensive
study, which is supposed
to be completed every
five years, cost the Town
$16,000, a bargain, ac-
cording to Town Planner
Cynthia May.

“It was one of three
bids, and the other two
were triple this cost,” she
told the Board when the
study was initially pre-
sented at the Board’s Nov.
12 meeting. “There was a
lot of staff involvement to

keep the cost down.”
Londonderry’s last

comprehensive study of
the corridor was complet-
ed in 2000.

Visions for three sepa-
rate zones within the cor-
ridor are examined in the
updated study: the Com-
mercial Zone (the portion
of the corridor right off
Exit 4 up to Winding Pond
Road), the Transitional
Zone (a portion of the cor-
ridor White said has less
intensive development
from Winding Pond Road
to Meadow Drive), and the
South Village Suburban
Corridor Retrofit District
(the portion of Route 102
from Meadow Drive to
Route 128). Route 102 is
also known as Nashua
Road in Londonderry.

Reported traffic vol-
umes are expected to in-
crease by up to 20 percent
by 2034. As development
continues, feeder streets
that intersect Route 102 will
see increased use and
improvements will be need-
ed, according to the study.

“Our recommendations
are related to the need for
access management along
the corridor,” White said.

As some intersections
appear to be approaching
capacity, the report rec-
ommends the likely need
for traffic signals at Lon-
donderry Road, St. Char-
les Street and Action Boul-
evard, White told the
board during a Feb. 4 pub-
lic hearing on the study.

“The spacing of sig-
nals at the intersections

would be important. It
would have to be devel-
oped into a coordinated
signalized timing situa-
tion,” he said, noting the
importance of a more in-
depth study to consider
the traffic signals further.

Other intersections id-
entified as potentially
needing improvements are
Route 128 and Route 102;
Winding Pond Road and
Route 102; Gilcreast Road
and Route 102; and Hamp-
ton Drive and Route 102.

Member Ann Chiampa
raised concern with how
improvements along the
corridor would impact
access to businesses.

“I want to make sure
the entrances into the
businesses aren’t ob-
structed by cars waiting

in queues,” she said.
“Those specific type

of access issues would be
taken into consideration
in a more detailed analy-
sis,” White said.

While the Board rec-
ognizes and appreciates
the need for a more in-
depth traffic study of the
corridor, as recommend-
ed among the Commis-
sion’s findings in the com-
prehensive study, May
said the Town doesn’t
have the time or financial
resources to dedicate to
such a study at this time.

“Right now we’re fo-
cused on the zoning audit.
Maybe we will be able to
do it next year,” she said.

◆ ◆

Planning Board Receives Updated Route 102 Study
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Saturday’s Town De-
liberative Session saw
an amendment to Art-

icle 13, to purchase a 26-
acre easement on Kimball
Road, just north of the Lon-
donderry Country Club.

As amended, the arti-
cle would authorize the
Conservation Commis-
sion to purchase the
horse farm from Leah
Doyle outright for up to
$500,000. The Commis-
sion would offer Doyle a
99-year lease, as well as
write into the deed that
the property could not be
developed in the future.

Conservation Commis-
sioner Mike Speltz said the
easement would extend
the Musquash Conserva-
tion Area, noting open
space in the Town pre-
serves clean water, offers
flood protection and sce-
nic views, and promotes
agriculture and animal
husbandry, as is the case
with Doyle’s horse farm.

With the addition of
the farm, it will be possi-
ble to take a four-mile
hike through town-owned
conservation properties,
Speltz said.

The appraised value of
the property is $640,000,
but Doyle is offering to
sell her property to the
Town for $395,000.

“If we purchase the
property, it satisfies Miss
Doyle’s wishes by leasing
the land to her. But we
have to look at what
we’ve gotten for land pur-
chases. Much of our open
space is woefully under-
utilized,” Town Councilor
Tom Freda said. “I’d like
to see a stewardship plan
for how this property will
be used. We should not be
spending taxpayer money
on various lands to add to
the surplus of lands that

we have.”
“I like the idea, but do

we have any indication
the owner would be will-
ing to go to an outright
sale?” asked David Ellis of
1 Wilshire Drive.

“I spoke with Leah
Doyle and she said she
would entertain such a
proposal,” Town Coun-
cilor John Farrell said.

“If the easement goes
through, would she contin-
ue paying taxes for the cur-
rent use or pay the full tax
rate?” asked Pauline Caron
of 369 Mammoth Road.

“(Doyle) would pay un-
der current use,” Farrell
said.

Ann Chiampa of 28
Wedgewood Drive added
she would like to see an
allowance for parking areas.

“If someone wants to
go in the winter for cross-
country skiing, I want to
make sure there’s an
allowance for public park-
ing, and I would like to see
any conservation land in
the future have an al-
lowance for public park-
ing in the deed,” she said.

“Public parking is not
in the deed, but given her
willingness to allow park-
ing, I think she would be
amendable to permitting
it in the deed to give the
Town the ability to install
a small parking area,”
Speltz said.

The voters moved Ar-
ticle 13 to the Warrant as
amended. The article has
no tax impact.

Also proposed for am-
endment but without suc-
cess was Article 3, the
Town’s $28.57 million op-
erating budget. The Town’s
default budget is $28.59 mil-
lion, the same as last year.

Councilor Joe Green,
the sole vote against sup-
porting the budget, called
for a $300,000 reduction
of the operating budget.

“In the past couple of
years we have seen reduc-
tions in different depart-
ments, with people leav-
ing through attrition,”
Green said. “When people
leave, we need to do our
due diligence and do
more with less. This num-
ber reflects three situa-
tions - the Director of Eco-
nomic Development for
$109,000; the addition of
$109,000 to the Fire
Department for overtime,
which was a temporary
measure until the Town
and union could work out
the schedule, but what we
put in rolls over into the
default the next year; and
$122,000 for the Director
of Finance position. That
still leaves $40,000 in the
budget to hire a part-time
person in the Finance
Department if needed.”

But the money has
been allocated to many

areas of the budget that
the decrease would affect,
including a part-time sec-
retarial position in the
Planning Department, a
contract for economic
development, training for
the Fire Department, lib-
rary books, general assis-
tance to social services
agencies, and updates for
the Information Technolo-
gy department, according
to Town Manager Kevin
Smith.

“If you cut those mon-
eys from this budget, the
things I just mentioned
would also have to be
cut,” he said.

“I think it’s pretty
quick to decide about the
Finance Director, but the
other amount of money I
think should be put into a
line item so we know
exactly where the money
is going,” Dan Collins of 4
Park Ave., said. “I don’t

think we should be taking
money for a particular
item and putting it in a
slush fund.”

“All the moneys are
allocated for,” Smith said.
“The overtime money is in
the fire overtime budget,
and moneys that are being
used from eliminating the
economic and planning de-
velopment position have
been allocated to particu-
lar line items.”

The savings that would
have been achieved had
the amendment passed
would have been $9.

The amendment failed
and Article 3 moved to
the ballot as proposed.

If passed, Article 3
would result in a tax rate
impact of $4.80 per thou-
sand. The Town Council
voted 4-1 to support the
budget and the Budget
Committee voted unani-
mously in favor.

Remaining articles, mov-
ed to the Warrant with little
discussion, are as follows:

Article 1, Election of
Officers.

Article 2, to raise
$100,000 for the Mainte-
nance Trust Fund to sup-
port repairs and mainte-
nance to town facilities.
The article has no tax
impact. The Town Council
and Budget Committee
recommend the articles.

Article 4, to raise and
appropriate $491,523 to
fund the Special Revenue
Account, which would
cover Police Outside De-

Voters Amend Conservation Easement Article, Turn Down Budget Cut
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tails and would have no
tax impact as the services
are funded through user
fees. The Town Council
and Budget Committee
recommend the article.

Article 5, to raise and
appropriate $2.6 million to
fund the Sewer Fund,
which would defray the
cost of construction, pay-
ment of interest on any
debt incurred, manage-
ment, maintenance, oper-
ation and repair of con-
structed sewer systems
and would have no impact
on the tax rate as they’re
funded through user fees.
The Town Council and
Budget Committee recom-
mend the article.

Article 6, to raise and
appropriate $50,000 for Fire
Department Equipment.
The allocation from the
Town’s June 30 Fund Bal-
ance would be used to pur-
chase three mechanical CPR
(cardiopulmonary resuscita-
tion) devices for the Town’s
life support ambulances.
The Town Council and Bud-
get Committee recommend
the article.

Article 7, to raise and
appropriate $500,000 for
the Town’s Roadway Main-
tenance Trust Fund for the
maintenance, replacement,
removal or improvement
of the Town’s roadways;
and to authorize the use of
$250,000 of the June 30
Fund Balance toward the
appropriation. The article

continued on page 19

Voters take action on one of the warrant articles on
Saturday morning at the Londonderry High School.
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sis, which would be paid
from the Planning Depart-
ment's budget, breaks
down to $8,700 for SNHPC
staff and $4,800 for BCM
Planning.

May said they hope to
see the analysis complet-
ed in the next three
months.

According to the pro-
posal, the analysis would
comply with and use all
the provisions and re-
quirements of the work-
force housing ordinance,
including definitions and
standards for “afford-

able,” “multi-family hous-
ing,” reasonable and real-
istic opportunities for the
development of work-
force housing,” and
“workforce housing.”

The analysis would
consist of a collective as-
sessment of all available
housing and income data,
home purchase prices
and rents, and Housing
and Urban Development
(HUD) income limits and
HUD Metropolitan Fair
Market Area (HMFA) data
available for the Town.

Based on the Town’s
development patterns and

future economic growth,
the analysis would in-
clude a “Fair Share” analy-
sis of what the Town’s
regional workforce hous-
ing needs are and what
role the Town is providing
in addressing its share of
housing relative to the
region as a whole.

“Having an audit of the
rental housing stock,
that’s the key to all of this
isn’t it?” asked member
Ann Chiampa.

“The analysis would
certainly provide pieces
of information that will
inform the community,”
Town Planner Cynthia
May said.

◆ ◆

Workforce Study
Continued from page 1
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U.S. Navy Officers
and Navy League
re p re s e n t a t i v e s

conducted their annual
inspection of the U.S. Nav-
al Sea Cadet Corps, Har-
lan R. Dickson Division in
Londonderry.

Following their inspec-
tion of the Division, which
is comprised of 27 cadets,
and a presentation of
their Color Guard, the offi-
cers and representatives
recognized several cadets
for their standout per-
formance with the Divi-
sion, as well as in the
classroom.

Petty Officer Daniel
Browne earned top hon-
ors, Northeast Region
Cadet of the Year, for dis-
playing exceptional serv-
ice with the corps, leader-
ships, good character and
excelling academically. He
has a 3.9 grade point aver-
age.

“It’s the highest recog-
nition for a cadet,” spokes-
man Jon Cameron said.

U.S. Senator Kelly Ay-
otte, R-NH sent letters to
the cadets who were hon-
ored, congratulating them
on their achievement and
recognizing their efforts
and service.

To the region’s 2014
Cadet of the Year, Ayotte
wrote, “The fact you won
this award is a tribute to
your support of fellow
cadets.

“If you continue to fos-
ter the values and work
ethic you have demon-
strated, I expect you will

have great success in
your life,” she wrote.

Also recognized at
the Thursday evening,
Feb. 5 ceremony with a
top award was Caleb
Humber, who earned the
League Cadet Youth
Medal and Ribbon for
his dedication and work
ethic.

Other cadets who re-
ceived awards during the
ceremony, which was
held at the U.S. Armed
Forces Training Center,
were Joseph Aiello, Sea
Cadet Youth Medal and
Ribbon and Daughters of
the American Revolution
Outstanding Cadet; Re-
becca Modrich, Sons of
the American Revolution
Bronze Good Citizenship;
Matthew Miller, Cadet
Drill Participation Certifi-
cate; and Nathan Miller,
Cadet Unit Participation
Certificate.

Instructor Sandra Brown
was honored as Instruc-
tor of the Year for her
exceptional service to the
Division and many out-
side volunteer hours com-
mitted to her cadets’
training.

“I commend these
young men and women
for their interest in serv-
ing their country. The
accomplishment of these
men and women assures
me America has a bright
future,” Ayotte wrote in a
statement read to the
group by a representative
who attended the ceremo-
ny in her place.

Following the ceremo-
ny, the Navy Officers and

Navy League representa-
tives inspected the Divi-
sion’s records for each of
the cadets to ensure they
are attending training and
advancing through the
program as expected.

The U.S. Naval Sea
Cadet Corps is a federally
chartered non-profit for
youth ages 11 to 17 that
was established to foster
an interest and ability in
seamanship and seagoing
skills among young peo-
ple, instill good citizen-
ship and strong moral
principles in cadets, de-
monstrate the value of a
drug-free and gang-free
lifestyle, and expose cad-
ets to the prestige of pub-
lic service and a variety
of career paths through
hands- on training with the
nation’s armed services.

Cadets have access to
training offered by the
Navy, according to Com-
manding Officer John
Murphy, who was named
Regional Director of the
Year for 35 years of excep-
tional service to the Sea
Cadet Corps.

“Pretty much anything
the Navy does, they can
do,” Murphy said. “They
can go to Judge Advocate
General (JAG) School and
learn to be a lawyer. They
can go to school and learn
to be a Navy medic. They
can go to culinary school.
Some have even gone to
training run by actual
Navy SEALs (Sea Air Land
teams).”

And Murphy said re-
cently he started taking
cadets who qualify along

with him to participate in
training with the Navy
Marksmanship Unit at
Camp Perry on the shore
of Lake Erie.

The Cadet Corps also
boasts study abroad pro-
grams, through which
the Londonderry Division
sent a cadet to Mumbai,
India and is working with
a cadet who is interested

in training in Australia.
Although the Corps is

not a recruiting branch of
the Navy, Murphy said
they do talk about enlist-
ing and between 30 and 40
percent of cadets go on to
careers in the military.

Browne, who decided
to join the Division after
hearing about it from a
friend, said while he has

learned to be a leader
through the program, he
thinks the greatest benefit
has been the emphasis on
teamwork.

“When we go to train-
ings, there’s a sense of
pride in working with
your team,” he said. “The
teamwork part of it is
what I enjoy most.”

Local Navy Sea Cadets Honored in Feb. 5 Ceremony

Caleb Humber is awarded the League Cadet Youth Medal and Ribbon for his
dedication and work ethic during the U.S. Naval Sea Cadet Corps Harlan R.

Dickson Division annual inspection. Photo by Kaitlyn G. Woods

We Pay the Highest Price for
Scrap Metal & Junk Vehicles

WE SELL: Used Auto Parts

WE BUY: Copper, Aluminum,
Heavy Metal, Light Iron 

and Brass for CASH

135 Island Pond Rd. Derry
603-216-6331

www.weberautoparts.com

Luncheon Buffet
Every Wednesday & Thursday, 11:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.

www.theyardrestaurant.com • 603-623-3545

“Prime Rib Still the Best”

All You
Can Eat!

$995
1211 South
Mammoth

Road, Man-
chester, NH,

03109



◆
LO N D O N D E R RY TI M E S ◆ FEBRUARY 12, 2015   PA G E 11

Quality Dental Care For Your Entire Family

Serving New Hampshire for 25 Years

We Welcome New Patients

262 Derry Road (Rt. 102),
Litchfield, NH 03052

(603) 880-4040

KAITLYN G. WOODS
LONDONDERRY TIMES————––––––————–◆

The region saw anoth-
er foot of snow earli-
er this week, raising

the total snow accumula-
tion in Londonderry since
Jan. 24 to 70 inches.

The Public Works
Department sent crews
out to begin snow removal
at 3 a.m. Sunday, Feb. 8,
and they continued work-
ing through Monday and
into Tuesday.

“Last night it was still
spitting snow at 3 a.m.
They’ll continue cleaning
the roads today and hope-
fully go home tonight to
get some rest before the
next storm on Thursday.
They are pretty tired,”
Public Works Director
Janusz Czyzowski said

Tuesday.
Londonderry has seen

90 inches of snow this win-
ter, 70 of which fell in
about a two-week period
after Jan. 24, according to
Public Works officials.

“We passed the 50 per-
cent mark of spending on
the budget, but we’re still
all right,” Czyzowski said.
“Hopefully this was the
end. We had two weeks of
winter, but right now we
still have resources, all
our equipment is working
and all the people are
working.”

Schools were closed on
Monday and the District
delayed starting school by
90 minutes on Tuesday.

Also of concern during
the snowstorms are sen-
iors in need of assistance

with shoveling their drive-
ways and walkways after
massive amounts of snow-
fall in the region.

“I have seen elderly
people on the news with a
walker in one hand and a
shovel in the other,” Chair-
man Tom Dolan said at the
Town Council’s Feb. 9
meeting, which was held
in spite of the snowstorm.

Dolan called for com-
munity volunteers to rally
around the cause.

“Our population is
starting to age and we
have more and more sen-
iors. I would like to ask for
the community to think
about what we could do to
help the elderly in the
community in times like
this, of freakishly bad
weather and heavy snow,”

Dolan said. “There are
many who could certainly
use help shoveling their
walkways and clearing
their roof. I would like to
see someone come for-
ward to lead that activity,
and maybe we could help
through the Town Manag-
er’s office.”

Despite warnings to
slow speed to compensate
for poor road conditions,
the Police Department
saw several vehicles that
went off the roads, but no
major traffic incidents
occurred.

“We responded to
about 20 cars that had run
off the road in the last two
days,” Det. Chris Olson
said Tuesday. “There were
two or three accidents,
but no resulting injuries

reported.”
With hundreds of vehi-

cles having crashed on
New Hampshire roadways
this winter, the New
Hampshire State Police
are reminding motorists to
adjust their driving for the
challenging road condi-
tions brought on by the
recent snowstorms.

“Although many driv-
ers have adjusted their
driving appropriately for
such challenging condi-
tions, a significant number
have not, resulting in
property damage and
injury,” Lt. Matthew Sha-
piro wrote in a Feb. 5 press
release. “In the majority of
these cases, driving too
fast for the road condi-
tions was the causal fac-
tor.”

This winter, the New
Hampshire State Police
alone has had 19 cruisers
struck by other motorists,
an increase of 300 percent
over previous years. And
there are still winter
months and storms ahead.

Olson said there have
not been any incidents
where Londonderry cruis-
ers were struck this win-
ter.

Police are urging resi-
dents to drive at a speed
appropriate for road con-
ditions, reduce speed
when approaching first
responders and give a
wide berth to public safety
personnel, any persons in
the roadway, and station-
ary vehicles displaying
blue, red or amber emer-
gency or warning lights.

Town Gets 90 Inches of Snow So Far This Winter
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Manchester Boston
Regional Airport
Director Mark

Brewer presented an
update to the Town Coun-
cil on happenings at the
airport, highlighting goals
for the future, including
the addition of Jet Blue
Airlines and generating
traffic in the region.

“The airport is a $1 bil-
lion economic engine,”
Brewer said at Monday
night’s meeting, noting 61
percent of the airport’s
economic impact comes
from people who don’t
live in Southern New
Hampshire. “The people
who fly in, rent a car, stay
in the hotels and eat out
every night help drive the

economy in Southern
New Hampshire.”

The challenge lies in
educating people from
around the country about
why they should fly into
Manchester, as opposed
to flying into Logan Air-
port in Boston, according
to Brewer, who said the
airport is forming a part-
nership with an economic
development consultant
who will investigate pro-
moting Southern New
Hampshire as a destina-
tion.

“There’s not enough
money in our budget, in
Londonderry’s budget or
even in our state budget
to educate everyone, but
we need to get the word
out because the airlines
are telling us the word is

not out,” he said. “The
capital of New England is
Boston. Most people who
are not from the area who
want to go skiing in the
mountains think they
should fly into Boston.
Our interest is to bring
those people into Man-
chester, driving demand
for additional economic
growth and also increas-
ing the chances of adding
airline growth to serve
our residents.”

Chairman Tom Dolan
told Brewer the accelera-
tion of the Pettengill Road
development should help,
to some degree.

“The new develop-
ment has added a popula-
tion of several thousand
jobs, and I would imagine
more passenger traffic, as

well,” he said. “Shortly
behind that is the largest
development in the state,
Woodmont Commons.
The businesses and new
residents there will hope-
fully stimulate the air-
port.”

In other business
Monday night:

• The Council voted 5-
0 to authorize the expen-
diture of $12,953 from the
Expendable Maintenance
Trust Fund for several
winter maintenance it-
ems, including shoveling
and plowing at Town Hall,
Leach Library, the Cable
Access Studio and the
Senior Center; as well as
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interior painting at Town
Hall, additional cabinet
closet and cabinet doors
at the Senior Center,
improvements at the
Department of Public
Works’ new garage,
plumbing repairs at the
Police Station and radio
box repairs at South Fire
Station.

• A public presenta-
tion on the Outdoor
Recreation Plan was con-
tinued to the Council’s
next meeting due to snow.

• The Council re-
appointed Marge Badois
as a member of the Con-
servation Commission
with a 5-0 vote.

Badois has served on
the Commission since
May 2012, having started
as an alternate member,
then moving on to serve
as a full member.

She earned a degree in
Ornamental Horticulture
and Secondary Education
before serving 15 years
with the University of
New Hampshire Coopera-
tive Extension.

Badois has lived in
Londonderry for 30 years
and works as a real estate
agent.

“I am committed to the
future of this Town,” she
said.

If Something Happens To You And You Do Not Know...

Call us today to make sure you and your children are taken care of in event of an accident/emergency.

Parnell,  Michels & McKay 
Attorneys at Law• 603-434-1717

WHO WILL TAKE CARE OF YOUR CHILDREN?
WHO WILL HANDLE YOUR FINANCIAL AFFAIRS?

WHO WILL INHERIT YOUR ASSETS; YOUR SPOUSE, YOUR CHILDREN OR BOTH?

IS IT TIME TO DO YOUR WILL?


