HOMETOWN NEWS DELIVERED TO EVERY HOME IN TOWN

L 4

S

Londonderry [Time

February 25, 2016 © Volume 17 - Issue 8

Hace H“ndown New Hampshire musher Gail Guertin brought

the Iditarod to life for Matthew Thornton Elementary School fourth graders

during a visit last week with her Siberian Huskies.

Londonderry Man Found
Guilty in Shooting of Wife

KarrLyn G. Woobs
LONDONDERRY TIMES

federal jury found
Gregory Owens of
ondonderry guilty

of crossing state lines to
shoot his wife in Maine.
The jury convicted
Owens, 59, of interstate
domestic violence and
discharge of a firearm
during and in relation to
crime of violence charges

related to a home inva-
sion in Saco, Maine on
Dec. 18, 2014.

According to court doc-
uments, Owens shot his
wife, Rachel, and the home-
owner with a 9mm pistol.

Owens staged the home
invasion shortly after a Wis-
consin woman with whom
he was having an affair
threatened to publicly reveal
their relationship unless he
ended his marriage.

Photo by Chris Paul

Rachel Owens, who
was shot in the back of
the head three times
while she was sleeping,
and homeowner Steven
Chabot survived, but
each had to undergo sur-
geries and extensive care.

Chabot’s wife hid dur-
ing the home invasion
and was not injured.

Owens testified he was
not guilty of the charges.

continued on page 7
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he Town’s revenues

I are trending higher

than anticipated,

Town Manager Kevin

Smith reported at the

Town Council’s Monday
meeting.

As of Jan. 1, the Town
has seen $1.2 million
more in revenues than
last year, according to
Smith.

“Because of that, we
jumped up the revenues
expectation for FY16, so
to see we're still running
almost 7 percent higher
than we anticipated is
pretty extraordinary at
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Town Manager Says Revenues
Up and Economy Healthy

this point,” he said.

The Town is seeing the
greatest impact in motor
vehicle permit revenues
and building permits,
which  have already
brought in about 96 per-
cent of the projected rev-
enues.

On the expenditures
side, Smith said the budg-
et is running a bit over
because payments are
front-loaded and flatten
out at the end of the fiscal
year.

Where expenditures
are projected to be at 58.3
percent by January, the
Town’s expenditures as of
Jan. 1 were at 61.2 per-

cent, compared with 62.2
percent at this time last
year.

Smith noted both the
Police and Fire Depart-
ments are running under
budget.

“There are no surpris-
es on the expenditure
side,” Smith said. “The
economy is healthy in
Londonderry and things
are running pretty well
right now.”

In other business at
Monday night’s meeting:

e The Town Council
voted 5-0 to expend
$19,027 from the Expend-
able Maintenance Trust

continued on page 2
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Cost Analysis Asked for Town
Mosquito Spraying in Wake of Zika

KArtLyn G. Woobs
LONDONDERRY TIMES

own Council Chair-
man John Farrell
called for the Town

to investigate the costs
associated with a town-
wide spray program as
the number of confirmed
cases of the Zika virus
among U.S. travelers con-
tinues to rise.

According to the feder-
al Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention
(CDC), there have been 82
travel-associated  Zika
virus cases reported in
the U.S. as of Feb. 17; and

on Feb. 22, the Washing-
ton State Department of
Health confirmed a Ma-
son County man in his
20s, who had recently
traveled to the South
Pacific, tested positive for
Zika.

“In understanding
there’s a lot we don’t
know and that it can
spread from person to
person and from mosqui-
to bites, I would like to
see if we can understand
the costs of a town-wide
spraying program and
work with the State to see
if they have a plan by our
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March 7 meeting,” Farrell
said.

While the Zika virus is
not considered life-threat-
ening, it has been linked
to birth defects if con-
tracted by pregnant
women.

On Jan. 29, Gov. Mag-
gie Hassan announced
she and public health and
emergency management
officials in New Hamp-
shire are taking steps to
prepare for the Zika virus,

continued on page 3
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ew Hampshire mush-
N er Gail Guertin brou-
ght the Iditarod
Great Sled Race to life for
Matthew Thornton El-
ementary School fourth
graders during a visit
with her Siberian Huskies.
Guertin, who owns
Howling Hill Siberian
Huskies of Sutton and is
one of about 100 mushers
in the state, gave a pres-
entation about the breed
and the race that includ-
ed a demonstration with
her sled and lines.

Librarian Penny Web-
ster said she invited Guer-
tin to visit after learning
her students wanted to
study the Iditarod in their
classes.

“How great to have
live dogs and a real mush-
er,” she said.

Guertin, who frequent-
ly visits local schools and
plans to give a presenta-
tion at North Elementary
School, said children love
learning about the Iditar-
od.

“First, they love to
learn about the dogs,” she
said, noting her program
offers a hands-on learning

opportunity. “In New Hamp-
shire, there are still a lot of
people who haven’t heard
about the sport, or
haven’t even heard about
Iditarod.”

Guertin, who runs
with her dogs on the
Northern Rail Trail and at
Bear Brook State Park,
told the students about
how she trains and feeds
her own dogs, as well as
what the diet and training
are for dogs that compete
in the Iditarod race.

“I liked learning about
the dogs and how to take
care of them,” fourth grad-
er Eleni Kotsakis said.

Gail Guertin visited with Matthew Thornton Elementary School fourth graders
last week with her Siberian Huskies to inform students about the Iditarod.
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DSGIIﬂﬂl District’s Dining Service Passes Audit with Fying Golors
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The School District
passed an audit of
its Dining Services
program “with flying col-
ors,” according to Busi-
ness Administrator Peter
Curro.

Representatives from
the Unites States Depart-
ment of Agriculture and
the New Hampshire
Department of Education

visited the District for
two-and-a-half days to
complete the audit, which
Curro told the School
Board at its Feb. 16 meet-
ing was unrelated to the
District’s decision to
leave the Federal Meals
program.

Member John Lafer-
riere asked if the District
would be audited again if
the program at the high
school is successful and

the Board decides to pull
the middle school from
the Federal Meals pro-
gram.

“We knew a year ago
we were up for an audit.
This happened to be coin-
cidentally at the time we
moved the high school
out,” Curro said. “Nothing
would roadblock us if we
wanted to move the pro-
gram down to the other
schools.”
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Curro said the repre-
sentatives requested Din-
ing Service Director
Amanda Venezia make
some minor adjustments,
but by and large they
were satisfied with the
operation of the program,
including the segregation
of federal foods for the

elementary and middle
schools and reporting

requirements.
Additionally, the repre-
sentatives requested

work on the District’s
wellness program and
inventory paperwork.
Venezia has already
submitted a correction

plan, and new software
included as part of the
District’s budget address-
es the agencies’ reporting
requests, according to
Curro.

“None of the correc-
tive actions involve a
financial impact,” he said.

. £l
neven“es air conditioning) controls the HVAC system at North
. at the Police Station Fire Station ($3,500).
Continued from page 1 ($9 950); for light repairs e The Council ap-

Fund to replace a sign and
flag pole lights at South
Fire Station ($1,164); to
replace exhaust fans at
the South Fire Station
($1,254); to replace HVAC
(heating, ventilation and
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at North Fire Station
($1,984); to repair the rear
entry tile area at North
Fire Station ($1,175); and
for the creation of a five-
year retro-commissioning
to check performance of

proved a request to relieve
recently appointed Plan-
ning Board member Su-
zanne Brunelle of her full-
time position and re-
appoint her as an alter-
nate member of the Board.

————
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he Police Depart-
Tment’s annual report

to the Town Manager
revealed a low number of
incidents involving use of
force or resulting in a com-
plaint against an officer,

Chief Bill Hart told the
Town Council on Monday

night.

Of the 23,833 incidents
for which the Department
provided service to the
community in 2015, 1.9
percent involved use of
force and .04 percent gen-
erated a complaint, inter-
nal affairs or administra-
tive review.

Of the 10 employee

OBITUARY

Mary Jane Case

Mary Jane M. Case, 79, of London-
derry died Feb. 21, 2016 at Villa Crest
Nursing Care of Manchester after a
year-long battle with cancer.

Mrs. Case was born March 28,
1936 in Derry and was a daughter of
the late Edward and Cecile (Fortin)
Ivon.

She was educated in Londonderry and had been a
resident of the town since 1945.

She took pride in her home, enjoying interior dec-
oration, refinishing and upholstering furniture. She
was an excellent seamstress and cook. She loved
traveling in her motorhome, visiting all 48 contiguous
states and 10 Canadian provinces. Her other hobbies
included quilting, crocheting, counted-cross stitch,
painting and reading.

Survivors include her four children, Michael Case
of Haverhill, Mass., and Gerald Case and his wife,
Kathy, Thomas Case and his wife, Linda, and daugh-
ter, Debra (Case) Donovan, all of Londonderry; 10
grandchildren, including Megan Donovan, and 16
great-grandchildren. She was predeceased by her
husband, Charles W. Case, in 2015 and by her broth-
er, Robert O. Ivon Sr.

Calling hours will be Thursday, Feb. 25 from 4 to 8
p.m. at the Peabody Funeral Homes and Crematori-
um, 290 Mammoth Road, Londonderry. A Liturgy of
Christian Burial will be held Friday, Feb. 26, at 10 a.m.
at St. Mark Parish, 1 South Road in Londonderry,
and will conclude with burial at Holy Cross Cemetery
of Londonderry. Contributions in her honor may
be sent to the Dana-Farber Cancer Institute at
www.pmc.org/pd0156 Donations are tax deductible
and 100 percent goes to Dana-Farber. For more infor-
mation or to send a condolence, visit www.peabody-
funeralhomes.com.
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complaints, half were sus-
tained, while three others
were either not sustained
or found not to have
occurred. In one case, an
employee resigned prior
to completion of the inves-
tigation into a complaint
filed on Aug. 2, 2015.

The 10 complaints filed
against 60 officers working
a normal 40-hour work
week last year represents
a decrease from 2014,
where the Department saw
14 complaints for 2,080
hours of police work.

“Our numbers are very
low compared to most
departments in New Hamp-
shire, and New Hamp-
shire’s numbers with re-
gard to this are lower than
the national average,” Hart
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Annual Police Report Shows Low Use of Force, Complaints

told the Council Feb. 22.

Hart noted 70 percent
of the suspects involved in
the 17 calls for service
requiring the officer to use
force or display a firearm
to gain compliance were
under the influence of
alcohol or drugs.

The use of force inci-
dents represents a small
increase over 2014, in
which there were 13 calls
for service that required
an officer to use some sort
of force, according to Hart.

A total of six suspects
and four Londonderry
Police Officers sustained
minor injuries as a result
of force used in 2015.

Hart attributed the
Department’s low number
of complaints and inci-

dents involving use of
force to its “multi-tenet
approach to professional-
ism,” which features a
lengthy hiring process,
high-quality training op-
portunities for personal
and professional develop-
ment and proper supervi-
sion at all levels of the
organization to ensure
quality services are deliv-
ered to the community.

“We view the London-
derry Police Officer as
being different than any-
where else. Our objective
is to gain compliance with
our brain and mouth well
before we have to use
force,” Hart said.

“I think Town staff and
this board and the com-
munity have a high regard

g
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for the police and I attrib-
ute that to your profes-
sionalism and how you
conduct yourselves,”
Councilor Tom Dolan said.
“I think you've earned
that.”

“I think it's a dynamic
relationship,” Hart re-
sponded. “We have worked
really hard to make sure we
stay trustworthy.”

Moving forward, Hart
said the Department will
be shifting its focus to the
development of a strategic
plan addressing the funda-
mental changes the com-
munity will undergo as a
result of the increase in
commercial and residen-
tial development expected
to come online in the next
decade.

E
Mosquito

Continued from page 1
working with the CDC to
enhance the State Public
Health Laboratories’ test-
ing capabilities, protocols
and certifications for Zika
and coordinating with
medical providers and
infectious disease clini-
cians across the State.
Additionally, the De-
partment of Health and
Human Services (DHHS)
has launched a Zika web-
site for public access to
resources and informa-
tion about the virus.
Because there aren’t
any treatments or vac-
cines for Zika, prevention
efforts are focused on pre-
venting mosquito bites -
avoiding travel to affected
areas, using repellents

containing DEET, and
wearing long sleeves and
pants, according to the
DHHS.

There have been three
proven cases where the
Zika virus passed through
sexual contact.

Approximately 80 per-
cent of people who are
infected with the Zika
virus do not develop
symptoms. In those who
do become ill, the disease
is usually mild and lasts
from several days to a
week. The symptoms of
Zika virus infection in-
clude fever, rash, joint
pain, and conjunctivitis
(red eyes).

“We encourage people
to be aware of the travel
advisories issued by the
CDC and consult their
healthcare providers be-
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fore and after any travel
to affected tropical areas,
especially if the person
traveling is pregnant or
attempting to become
pregnant,” State Epidemi-
ologist Dr. Benjamin Chan
said in a press release.
“There is no risk of con-
tracting the Zika virus in
New Hampshire and we
will continue to monitor
the situation nationally
and globally in order to

keep residents and
healthcare providers
informed.”

Farrell said “London-
derry has always done a
great job of leading rather
than following,” and he

£l
“would like to see if we
can understand the steps
to take now before the
winter ends.”

“I'm looking to get out
in front of this and lead in
New Hampshire on behalf
of the residents of Lon-
donderry,” he said.

In addition to gather-
ing information about the
cost of town-wide spray-
ing, Farrell asked the
Town to make informa-
tion about the Zika virus
available on the Town'’s
website.

To visit the State’s Zika
website, go to www.dhhs.
nh.gov/dphs/cdcs/zika/in
dex.htm.
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Editorial

Prepare for the Election

The March 8 election is almost
here. For a say over how high your
taxes will rise and how that money
will be spent, vote on the people
making the decisions, and on the
warrant articles making up that bill.

We’d love to see the high turnout
of the recent Presidential Primary
repeated March 8, because we’d love
it if the people who gripe all year as
they struggle to pay their tax bill
finally decide to make their views
known.

Sadly, some of our local elections
attracted no candidates or only one
this year. Guess that means people
are delighted with how things are
going in their town and school dis-
trict. We know there’s been dis-
gruntlement, to say the least, in the
Hampstead School District, yet the
incumbent is running unopposed.
It’s hard to comprehend why com-
plaints are levied throughout the
year but come election time, no one
is willing to mount a challenge.

In Derry, on the other hand, a
controversial series of primarily
public safety budget cuts last year
by the Town Council - overturned in
a special election - has brought in a
wide field of candidates for three
open Council seats. Voters: you get
to choose.

If you don’t understand what
you're being asked to approve, you
still have time to get the answer. The
right to vote carries with it the
responsibility of understanding the
issues. We think tax requests should
be handled the way we handle our
checkbooks - can we afford it? Is it a
want or a need? Is it something we
can postpone, or will that cost more
later?

How about a union contract? If it
covers one year, its costs should be
clear. But most are for multiple
years. Find out the price for each
year - you won'’t be asked to vote on
it in future years, but the cost goes
into your tax bill. And if it’s a bond,
learn how much interest is added to
the bottom line.

We let ourselves and our neigh-
bors down when we ignore the elec-
tion, only to find ourselves taxed out
of our homes and represented by
people who embarrass or upset us.
The mirror is a great place to look for
an answer to why taxes are so high.

In a state with just about the best
opportunity for residents to self-gov-
ern, we see turnouts at local elec-
tions hovering around 10 percent.
Please, no excuses this year. For
your own good and the good of the
community, go to the polls March 8.
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Yes on Article 8

To the editor:

For years, the Town of
Londonderry has suc-
cessfully attracted many
55 and older residents.
Many of us who moved
here when our children
were young have stayed
after the kids have grown
and left the area.

This special popula-
tion pays taxes, votes,
and contributes to town
life by serving on commit-
tees and boards and vari-
ous local organizations.
Many seniors are looking
for a place to sit down
and visit, make friends,
try new activities, or
share a meal instead of
always eating alone. This
is why we have a Senior
Center in Londonderry.

The Center is full of
activity, five days a week.
The problem is there are
more seniors and activi-
ties than the current
space can adequately
handle. Some days there
are folks knitting at one
table, playing cards at
another, a group chatting
over coffee, while tables
are set for lunch that day,
a receptionist answers
the phone and ques-
tions...and this is all in
the first room.

The larger room has
all sorts of activities, from
exercise and stretching to
bingo, to Wii games,
mahjongg, cribbage, and
line dancing - each which
quickly switch as needed.
The very small kitchen
and two small bathrooms
are inadequate for a facili-
ty with so many visitors,
especially with mobility
issues.

Warrant Article 8 pro-
vides for a way to expand
the Londonderry Senior

L.etters

Center without impacting
taxes! The money for the
expansion will come from
the end of the year fund
balance. Londonderry Sen-
iors need your help get-
ting the space to handle
programming for this
growing population.

Please vote Yes on
Article #8 - Senior Center
Expansion.

And stop in for a
visit...maybe there is
something for you!

Jan McLaughlin

Londonderry

Patton for
Budget Committee

To the editor:

Vote March 8 for Chris-
tine Patton to serve as
member of the London-
derry Budget Committee.

Ms. Patton has proven
herself as a leader on the
Londonderry Old Home
Day Parade Committee
for three years. Christine
attended Southern New
Hampshire University and
Manchester Community
College, earning a Bache-
lor’s in Science in Busi-
ness Studies. She has
been a resident of New
Hampshire for 15 years.
She has an adult son and
two daughters.

I've known Christine
for 15 years. | have such
high confidence in her
skills and abilities that I
asked her to be my wife in
2012, and we are happily
married.

[ recommend that you
vote for Christine Patton
to be a member of the
Londonderry Budget Com-
mittee to represent Lon-
donderry residents.

Mark Patton

Londonderry

Moskowitz for
Budget Committee

To the editor:

I am Don Moskowitz
and am running for a seat
on the Budget Committee.

I worked in the corpo-
rate world for 40 years,
including 17 years as
president and treasurer of
a small corporation, and
23 years in a number of
management positions in-
volving the preparation
and monitoring of multi-
million dollar budgets.
My career included posi-
tions of division manager;
manager, program man-
agement office; senior
program manager; super-
visor, operations research;
financial analyst; cost an-
alyst; and industrial engi-
neer. | am a past member
of the American Institute
of Industrial Engineers
and the American Man-
agement Association.

I have served in vari-
ous civic positions within
the Town of Londonderry,
and have actively sup-
ported charitable organi-
zations in southern New
Hampshire.

I served the American
Legion, Department of
New Hampshire as De-
partment (State) Treasur-
er, Chairman of the Fin-
ance Committee and Chair-
man of the Trustees of the
Trust Fund. [ am also a
past Commander of Post
27, Londonderry and a
U.S. Navy veteran.

I hold a Bachelor’s
Degree in Science from
The Pennsylvania State
University and an MBA
from Babson College.

Donald Moskowitz

Londonderry

Continued on page 5

Londonderry Times welcomes letters of up to 500 words on topics of local interest, and prints as many
letters as possible. Please e-mail your letters to the Londonderry Times at londonderrytimes@nutpub.net.
All letters must include the writer’s name, address and phone number for verification if needed; name and
town of residence will be printed. Londonderry Times reserves the right to reject or edit letters for content

and length, and anonymous letters will not be printed.

Elﬂﬂllﬂll lﬂ“ﬂrs The Londonderry Times will not be accepting Letters to the Edi-

tor pertaining to the March 8 Election for its March 3 edition, other than to correct inaccu-
racies in previous letters. It is the paper’s policy that running election letters that week
would not give candidates time to correct inaccuracies. The last edition for election letters
will be Feb. 25, and the deadline is 5 p.m. Monday, Feb. 22.
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Three Seek Two Open Seats on Londonderry Town Gouncil

KarrLyn G. Woobs
LONDONDERRY TIMES

unning for two,
three-year open pos-
itions on the Town

Council in the March 8
election are incumbents
Tom Dolan and John Far-
rell, and Edward Combes.
Each candidate was ask-
ed: “Do you think it's ap-
propriate to use taxpayer
money to facilitate pri-
vate development proj-
ects that grow the tax
base?”

Edward “Ted” Combes
Age: 29
Occupation: Business De-
velopment
Years in Londonderry: 25
Elected experience: Bud-
get Committee, three years
(chairman two years), Mas-
ter Plan Implementation
Committee and Planning
Board.

Answer: “Tax Incre-

ment Finance (TIF) Dis-
tricts are a double-edged
sword. Certainly, there are
members in the public
who are against putting
money aside for roads and
private developers; but
still, it’s hard to argue with
the development we've
been able to get out of Pet-
tengill Road and it could
be an example for the rest
of the state. And we did
not have to wait long for
construction to come to
that area, or for the devel-
opments to come online.

“There are some who
believe if you build it,
they will come; while oth-
ers believe if you own the
land you should do every-
thing with it, even if it will
become a public road at
some point.

“I like both sides of the
argument, but in this situ-
ation we had with Pet-
tengill, it has shown it has

worked.”

Tom Dolan
Age: 60
Years in Londonderry: 30
years
Occupation: Engineering
Director
Elected Experience: Town
Councilor (four terms),
Budget Committee

Answer: “If we do it
carefully, we can benefit
the Town.

“The Pettengill Road
development costed out
to around $12 to $13 mil-
lion, and that would have
been a tremendous bur-
den on local taxpayers.

“Some folks say devel-
opers will eventually come
and when the time is right,
they’ll pay for the develop-
ment. The way I look at it,
it’s more than just a sim-
ple math equation.

“If we're looking to get
for a particular develop-
ment $1 million in tax rev-

Letters

Continued from page 4

Ganem for School Board

To the editor:

Please vote for Jenn
Ganem on Tuesday,
March 8 for the vacant
school board position.

Jenn is a wife and
mother with kids in the
Londonderry  schools.
I've worked with her on
school-related issues for
over five years. I've seen
how committed she is to
make sure our schools
keep meeting the high
educational standards

and quality that London-
derry is known for.

Our great schools not
only provide an amazing
foundation for our chil-
dren (and therefore the
next generation of our
society), but they also
draw families here, which
positively affects proper-
ty (and therefore, resale)
values.

Jenn is open-minded
and listens, and is a great
problem solver and would
be a great person to have
on the school board, work-
ing with both the district
administration and the
public.

Hopefully by now,

£]

those of you reading this
have also read previous
weeks’ letters to the editor,
but here’s a quick recap:
Jenn has worked with kids
and families for over 20
years as a Psychiatric
Nurse Practitioner while
also teaching science at
SNHU and nursing at Rivier
University for 10 years.

Jenn has a lot of valu-
able experience to bring
to the town. Please give
her a chance to help us
protect our children’s
future. She has my vote
on March 8 and I hope
yours as well.

Greg DePasse

Londonderry

— YOUR VOTE GOUNTS —

PLEASE WIEITE-IN ON MARCH 8™:
Melanie Tamburello

for
‘.:P TOWN TREASURER
8 A Watchful Eye for the Taxpayers

A write-in campaign was made necessary due to the fact that
the town office never posted the position as expiring.

Paid for by Melanie Tamburello

enue for the community,
we can, in one scenario,
do nothing and just wait
and see if that happens
five years from now; or, in
the most recent case, we
found a way to get that
$13 million development
done for an exposure to
the taxpayers of only
$250,000. We created a
development agreement
where other people had
skin in the game and
reduced the exposure of
the taxpayers. We can
wait and do nothing and
get that $1 million in tax
revenue from that first
development in five
years, or we can spend
$250,000 now and get that
tax revenue next year for
$1 million. By spending
$250,000, we have $5 mil-
lion by year five. Not
spending $250,000 would
have cost us $4 million in
lost revenue.

“It’s really an accelera-
tor; it accelerates rev-

enue for the taxpayers
using these formulas and
using these economic
tools that the State has
put in place for us. In the
end, the residential tax-
payers get a benefit much
faster than they would
otherwise. Now we have
had the tax rate go down
for two years in a row,
which is directly attrib-
uted to the development
up and around Pettengill
Road.”
John Farrell

Age: 55
Occupation: Software sales
Years in Londonderry: 23
Elected experience: Town
Council, two terms; Plan-
ning Board, 11 years

Answer: “The money
from the Tax Increment
Finance District was not
used for private develop-
ment; it was actually used
for public improvement
that’s beneficial to the town.

“The Pettengill TIF
was a $250,000 invest-

ment for a $1.8 million
return in one year, which
equates to $36 million in
20 years. Instead of losing
that opportunity, we had
a tightly managed TIF
that provided a great tax
benefit to the Town,
including lowering taxes;
but more importantly, the
tax money spent was to
repay the developer only
for public improvements
that were beneficial to
the Town.

“We put no money
upfront and only if we
agree by contract that
this is a good beneficial
improvement for the
Town would we move for-
ward with it.

“If you look at the
other TIFs around the
State, they open TIFs and
leave them open for
years. We give a start and
finish date so the taxpay-
ers get the benefit as soon
as possible and the TIFs
are tightly managed.”

Neighbor Arrested in Gote Lane Burglaries

KarrLyn G. Woobs
LONDONDERRY TIMES

ondonderry Police
Lhelped return valu-

able items stolen in
burglaries over the sum-
mer to a local homeown-
er.

While investigating
two separate burglaries
at 3 Cote Lane in August
and September of 2015,

Police linked the sale of a
flat screen television and
laptop computer report-
ed stolen in those burgla-
ries to Kyle Brooks, also
of Cote Lane.

Brooks was charged
with two counts of Bur-
glary for allegedly steal-
ing the valuables from his
neighbor, according to
Det. Chris Olson.

£]

He allegedly sold the
laptop computer to a
pawn shop in Goffstown
and privately sold the tel-
evision at a local gym,
Olson said.

Brooks was released
on $7,500 Personal Recog-
nizance bail and is sched-
uled to be arraigned in
Derry’s 10th Circuit Court
on April 5.

Luncheon Buffet

Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursdays, 11:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.

All You 8
Can Eat!

www.theyardrestaurant.com ¢ 603-623-3545

99_5

1211 South
Mammoth
Road, Man-
chester, NH,
03109
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Zoning Board Grants Shell Station Variance for LED Pricing Sign

KAITLYN G. WOODS
LONDONDERRY TIMES

he Zoning Board of
TAdjustment (ZBA)

approved a vari-
ance for an existing sign
at the Shell Station on
Nashua Road (Route 102)
to display electronic LED
changeable copy.

After continuing the
hearing at their Jan. 20
meeting, the Board sought
legal counsel related to
whether a hardship for
the property owner exists.

Noting gas stations
are legally mandated in
New Hampshire to post
their gas prices, Chair-
man Jim Smith said at
last week’s meeting that
“unnecessary hardship

means owing to special
conditions of the proper-
ty that distinguish it from
other properties in the
area.”

“In reading counsel’s
opinion on this, he ex-
panded hardship to allow
a special condition not
just for land, but for the
use of land,” member
Jacquline Benard said.
“Because it’s a gas station
and they are required to
post the prices, 1 think
that gets you into that
realm of hardship, so l am
inclined to think they
have met the criteria.”

“I think part of what
we're looking at is the
people who sell fuels by
State law are mandated to

post their prices and for
other types of businesses,
the sign is more to identi-
fy them rather than to
meet State law or require-
ment,” Smith agreed. “You
could possibly make the
argument that makes it a
special condition of this
particular property in
that they have to post
their prices where other
businesses don’t have to
list the prices. In that way
they are a little bit differ-
ent than other proper-
ties.”

But member Neil Dunn,
who voted against grant-
ing the variance, said the
gas station’s sign featur-
ing manually changed
prices satisfies the State

MR. STEER

3 per Ib.
All Flavors

&5 Ground Sirloin

Chicken Tenders

o, St. Patrick’s Day R

COMING SOON!
C' Now Taking Orders For Our

(Gray Cured) No Colormg, preservatives or
artificial ingredients!

85% Lean $ 85% Lean
ONLY per ,b ONLY
Family Pac.
MARINATED MARINATED

Party Wings
$299

per Ib.

&% Sirloin Burgers

All Flavors

per Ib.

*32

Boneless
Chicken Breasts

$4 99

per Ib.
Family Pack

Our Own Homemade Meatballs!
Italian » Swedish * Sweet & Sour

Check us out online for our daily specials

mrsteermeats.com
Mr. Steer Sells Only Certified Angus Beef *

27 Buttrick Rd, Londonderry, NH ¢ Rte. 102

434-1444

HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 8 A.M. to 6:30 P.M.
Sat. 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. * Sun. 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

requirement for posting
prices.

“They are currently
posting prices to stay
within the terms of the
law,” he said. “It gets back
to the Town saying we
don’t want LED. There are
other ways to post the
pricing. They are really
changing the sign to a dif-
ferent look, a better look,
but I think the LED thing
is the biggest issue.”

Mark Gross of MHF
Design Consultants, who
represented the appli-
cant, argued that granting
the variance is in the pub-
lic interest because allow-
ing LED, changeable pric-
ing would provide a reli-
able visual display of pric-
ing the public will be able
to see, and it would

enable the business to
keep up with changing
technology being used in
other communities.

“I'm looking at this as
the design of these types
of signs, which are being
used quite a bit. 'm not
so sure why LED to Neil is
so objectionable. It’s still
just a light,” Smith said.

“One could argue
there are all kinds of signs
all over the State being
used and that’s not the
point. The point is we try
to codify our ordinances
and limit this because we
want to maintain the
character and the rural
look of the Town,” Dunn
said. “I look at the argu-
ment and fact we try to
codify and limit them and
I'm not seeing a strong

argument when they talk
about the natural pro-
gression of technology;
you could argue the flash-
ing moving ones are part
of that progression of
technology.”

“When [ think of the
hardship factor and re-
read the intent of the
Ordinance, it does hit
upon those points and
the hardship factor for
them having to display
their pricing. I can see
where it does fit and | am
driven to believe the
hardship factor does
meet the standing ordi-
nance,” Benard said.

As a condition for
approval, the background
of the sign must be a
muted color and the text
is to be illuminated.

£]

KArTLYn G. Woobs
LONDONDERRY TIMES

ondonderry Police
Lwere called to the

intersection of Cross
Road and Apple Blossom
Drive Monday morning
after receiving a report of
an explosive device hang-
ing from a stop sign.

The 911 caller report-
ed he also found another
suspicious device a short
distance from the stop
sign, which turned out to

be a cell phone attached
to a battery with wires
coming out of it, accord-
ing to Det. Chris Olson.

The State Police
Bomb Squad and Lon-
donderry Fire Battalion
Chief also responded
around 8 a.m. and deter-
mined the potentially
explosive device was just
fireworks that had been
wrapped up.

The fireworks did not
explode and no one was

injured.

“The cell phone was
determined to be safe
and during a canvass of
the neighborhood, police
were able to identify sev-
eral potential suspects,”
Olson said. “It looks like it
was just juvenile activity.
It does not appear they
were going to explode the
device. It’s unknown if
any charges will be pre-
sented against them.”

BANKRUPTCY

GET BILL COLLECTORS OFF YOUR BACK
AUTOMATIC STAY STOPS DEBT COLLECTION
START OVER WITH A CLEAN SLATE

4 Birch St.
Derry, NH
(603) 437-2643

Law Offices of

Andrew D. Myers

www.attorney-myers.com

89 Main St.
North Andover, MA
(978) 691-5453

We are a debt relief agency. We help people file for bankruptcy relief under the U.S. bankruptcy code

Do You Have the
Right Plan?

Life / Health / Medicare

Karen A. Archer, Independent Licensed Agent of Londonderry

603-553-9040 - 877-728-9593
kaarcher@comcast.net
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Trsarince Soduiions Proniced
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First Semester Disciplinary Incidents Down at LHS, LMS

KAITLYN G. WOODS

LONDONDERRY TIMES
ondonderry High
School Assistant

L Principal Katie Sulli-
van said she is pleased to
report the number of first
semester disciplinary in-
cidents decreased this
year.

The high school saw a
total of 187 incidents in the
first semester, compared
with 190 incidents in the
same period last year.

“The number of inci-
dents continues to de-
crease. In the past five
years, they have decreas-
ed by 405 incidents,” Sulli-

van told the School Board
at its Feb. 16 meeting. “A

total of 93 percent of our
students at Londonderry
High School did not have
a disciplinary incident
during semester one.”

Additionally, Sullivan
noted six “frequent fliers,”
students with five or
more infractions, were
responsible for 22 percent
of the discipline totals.

“Our frequent fliers
are all ninth graders.
There is a transition peri-
od for students and hope-
fully when I come back in
the spring, there will be
zero.”

Sullivan said they are
also hoping to continue
decreasing the relatively
small number of students

caught cutting class, and
noted that incidents
involving the misuse of
electronics are down 67
percent this year.

“It has been three to
four years with the new
‘bring your own device’
policy and I think stu-
dents and teachers have
adapted,” she said.

Sullivan noted stu-
dents are held account-
able when they make mis-
takes and administration
capitalizes on the oppor-
tunity to turn them into
life lessons, working with
students, parents and
teachers to address viola-
tions of school policies.

“We don’t just hand

consequences out, we
make it a learning process
for them,” she said, not-
ing programs like “Life of
a Lancer” and the system
of dividing students and
staff into the “house”
office system has helped
administration get to
know students.

“New kids that come
in call us weird and
corny,” she said. “We
have such a different vibe
in our building, a lot of
kids who come with big
files actually turn around
very quickly. We are very
family-oriented and they’re
not used to adminis-
tration taking notice of
their little behaviors and

Engineering Studies for Proposed Senior

£]

KarrLyn G. Woobs
LONDONDERRY TIMES

ondonderry Senior
L Center Director Cathy
Blash said last week
that developer Steven Lewis
is confident his afford-

able senior housing proj-
ect on the Sanborn Road

brownfield site will be
successful in obtaining
the necessary tax credits.

“He did the engineer-
ing studies. There’s noth-
ing he can see that would
stand in the way,” she
said at the Senior Re-
source Committee's Feb.

£]

E;
shooting

Continued from page 1

Rachel Owens and
Steven and Carol Chabot
testified during the trial,
as did Betsy Wandtke, the
woman with whom Owens
was having an affair.

The prosecution pre-
sented DNA evidence
from a broken window at
the rear garage door at
the Chabots’ 25 Hillview
Ave., home that matched
DNA evidence police col-
lected from Owens, as
well as footprints lifted

outside the Chabot home
that matched boots police
found in Owens’ vehicle.

Owens faces up to 20
years in prison and/or a
fine up to $250,000 for the
Interstate Domestic Vio-
lence charge and up to life
in prison and a $250,000
fine for the firearm
charge, a Class A felony.

A Pre-sentence Confer-
ence has been set for May
20 before Judge Nancy Tor-
resen of the U.S. District
Court in Maine. Owens is
to be sentenced on June 14
in Portland, Maine.

Now HIRING RECEPTIONIST

REG.
cuts

$17

w/ Wash & Condition

(603) 437-7077

Mon-Fri 9am-9pm ¢ Sat 8am-8pm
Rte. 102 Londonderry Commons, Exit 4 off Rte. 93
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NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY « WALK-IN ANYTIME
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$39+Tax

one month Unlimited

Shampoo
Super Store

50% OFF

Most Popular Products

—
VISA
|

16 meeting.

Lewis is proposing the
construction of three, 36-
to 40-unit affordable
housing apartment build-
ings, to be constructed on
the lot in a campus style,
with a community garden,
a playground where ten-
ants’ visiting grandchil-
dren may play and exten-
sive trails that would pro-
vide connectivity to the
Londonderry Rail Trail,
which abuts the site.

Lewis’ application to
the New Hampshire Hous-
ing Finance Authority
must be submitted by
April.

“That’s the first step in
the process,” Blash said.
“(Lewis) seems confident
he should be able to get
the tax credits. He has
done this before.”

Blash told the Com-
mittee that although
there’s nothing more the
group can do to help with
the project, she plans to
observe Lewis as he
moves through the appli-
cation process to gain a
better understanding of
what is required to obtain
the tax credits for an
affordable senior housing
project.

The closing date for
the Town’s agreement to
sell 30 Sanborn Road to
Lewis for $10 is July 31.

Lewis must complete
substantial construction
of the housing project
within 21 months of the
closing date, per the
agreement, or the Town
has the option of pur-
chasing the property
back.

WA
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getting to know them. But
we often hear they like it.”

Addressing the school’s
eight incidents involving
drug possession/use/trans-
fer, all of which involved
internal possession of
drugs, Sullivan told the
Board it’s school staff’s
attention to students’ “lit-
tle behaviors” that has
helped ensure those stu-
dents get the help they
need.

“Our students know
they can’t get away with it
because we know our
kids, and if they are acting
funny will call them up on
it,” she said. “Students
will make mistakes. We
have a re-entry meeting
and a great program with
steps in place for those
kids. It’s a team effort
between the school and
parents.”

“I appreciate the fact
you are always looking for
the little things,” Chair-
man Steve Young said.

Board member Nancy
Hendricks said she was
pleased to see for two
consecutive years zero
incidents of harassment
and bullying.

“l think you guys are
doing a great job, and
we’re looking at some rel-
atively small numbers.
Kudos to the staff,” board
member John Laferriere
said.

In addition to the high
school conduct report,
the Board considered Lon-
donderry Middle School’s
conduct report for the
first semester.

Assistant  Principal
Donna Dyer said 92 per-
cent of students at the
middle school did not
have a disciplinary inci-
dent during the first
semester, meaning the
school saw only 79 stu-
dents for a disciplinary
concern.

The school addressed
a total of 114 incidents in
the first semester this
year, compared with 137
incidents for the same
period last year.

Dyer attributed the
decline in part to the
school’s efforts to teach
students about persever-
ance and ownership.

Dyer reported the
number of disciplinary
incidents involving disre-
spect has decreased and
the school saw no inci-
dents involving alcohol,
tobacco or drug use.

“The teachers are
always out there,” she
said.

Misuse of electronics
has gone up at the middle
school, which Dyer said
is in part due to students
forgetting to turn off
devices before class.

It's a transition for
them,” she said of the
“bring your own device”
program. “They’re getting
this extra freedom. The
sixth graders are the
highest offenders. It's a
new privilege.”

The schools will again
present conduct reports
covering the second sem-
ester in the spring.

=7 Farm Market

OPEg ALL WINTER

5 p.m.

Fresh Crisp Apples
Our Own Fresh Cider
Local Milk, Eggs & Honey

NH Maple Products

Call 432-3456 for more information

www.macksapples.com
230 Mammoth Rd. Londonderry

800-479-6225 or 603-434-7619
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Katie Sullivan Named One of State’s 20 Outstanding Women

KArrLyn G. Woobs
LONDONDERRY TIMES

ondonderry High
LSchool Assistant

Principal Katie Sulli-
van was named one of
WZID’s 20 Outstanding
Women of 2016 for her
work to foster in students
an appreciation for serving
the community.

As founder of the
school’s Pay it Forward
Club and a club for seniors
that encourages the sup-
port of athletic teams, Sul-
livan said she tries to be a
role model for her students
because “giving back goes
a long way.”

Sullivan, who was
selected from over 650
women nominated for this
year’s award, said she was
“completely shocked” by
the recognition.

She was nominated by
history teacher Shelly
Gagnon, who has known
Sullivan since she was a
child.

Sullivan attended a
luncheon where she met
the other Outstanding
Women, who were selected
from the largest pool of
candidates ever nominat-
ed for the award.

“It was just an uplifting
and positive day to be
around women who are so

Katie Sullivan

strong and who all have
common themes of giving
back and volunteering,”
Sullivan said of the lunch-
eon. “It was pretty cool to
meet other women who are
doing some incredible
things in the state.”

Of her passion for com-
munity service, Sullivan
said it’s nurtured by the
love she has for her home-
town and her desire to be a
good role model for her
students.

“l think volunteering is
a perfect example of a great
role model and showing
these kids that giving back
and volunteering with
these different organiza-
tions is lifelong learning. I
absolutely love Londonder-
ry, I love the school, I love
the town, I love my stu-
dents, and if I can be a role
model and show them how

44 603-425-5109

OPEN: Mon-Thurs. 11:30 - 9:30 p.m.
Fri-Sat. 11:30 - 10:30 p.m. Sun. Noon-9:30 p.m.

603.425.5108

10% OFF

- any takeout purchase

[ One per customer.

25 Orchard View Dr., Rte. 102, Londonderry
www.superwokrestaurant.com

important it is to volunteer
and give back or inspire
one or two children along
the way, I think that’s big,”
she said.

According to Sullivan,
who was also the 2015 run-
ner-up for Assistant Princi-
pal of the Year, students
are easily hooked on giving
back after participating in
just one event, like the Pay
it Forward Club’s annual
Veterans Breakfast.

“Once you get them

there, 1 think the events
sell themselves and the
acknowledgement they get
from adults witnessing
them volunteer makes
them feel really good,” Sul-
livan said. “A lot of people
have one image about
teenagers that’s not always
the most positive. When
they see kids going above
and beyond, it sheds a pos-
itive light not only on those
kids, but also their families
and upbringing.”

Principal Jason Parent
announced Sullivan’s award
at the School Board’s meet-
ing last week.

“She does an outstand-
ing job,” he said of her
work for the school and
community.

Sullivan is to accept her
award at the Women’s
Expo on March 12.

In other business:

Londonderry School
District Assistant Superin-
tendent Scott Laliberte
was also recognized at the

meeting for his election to
the Regional Council for
the College Board repre-
senting New Hampshire.

Superintendent Nate
Greenberg said with the
State’s recent adoption of
the SAT assessment for
grade 11 students, having
Laliberte’s voice on the
Regional Council will be
important.

The District drove the
State’s decision to utilize
the SATs in lieu of the
Smarter Balanced assess-

OBITUARY

Ada May “Lannie” Duffy

Ada May “Lannie” Duffy, 92, of Lon-
donderry died Feb. 17, 2016, at home,
surrounded by her family.

She was born in Heath, Mass., on May
20, 1923, the eldest daughter of the late
Oscar and Grace (Gleason) Landstrom.

She was a graduate of Waltham School of Nursing
and a member of the U.S. Cadet Nurses Corps during
World War II. She enjoyed all facets of nursing in her
50-year career.

She is survived by her son, Joseph T. Duffy III of
Lynn, Mass.; her daughter, Terri Grace Duffy of Lon-
donderry; four grandchildren, Aaron, Katie, Mollie
and Marie Duffy; two sisters, Pearl Churchill of Shel-
burne, Mass., and Ruth Johnson of Heath, Mass.: and
many nieces and nephews. She was predeceased by
her husband, Joseph T. Duffy Jr., in 1988 and by her
son James Duffy in 2012.

Visiting hours will be held Friday March 4, at the
Peabody Funeral Homes and Crematorium, 290 Mam-
moth Road, Londonderry from 4 to 7 p.m. A memori-
al service will be held Sunday, March 6, at Heath
Union Church, Heath, Mass., at 1 p.m., followed by a
time of fellowship. Private burial will be held on a
later date at the convenience of the family. In lieu of
flowers, memorial donations may be made to VNA
Hospice Manchester, 1070 Holt Ave., #4, Manchester,
NH 03109. To send a condolence or for more informa-
tion, visit www.peabodyfuneralhome.com.

Peabody Funeral Homes

atid Cremnaborism
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School Board’s Feb. 16 ment in grade 11.

OBITUARY

John Kennedy

John J. Kennedy, 62, of Londonderry
died Feb. 19, 2016 surrounded by his
family.

He was born in New York on May 3,
1953, a son of Matthew and Veronica
(McGuire) Kennedy.

He grew up in Rockaway Beach, N.Y., and later set-
tled to raise his children in Pennsylvania and eventu-
ally New Hampshire.

A self-made man, he began working with Allied
Maintenance in 1975 and continued with the compa-
ny through its many iterations, leading up to its cur-
rent standing as Cushman-Wakefield, where he was
Vice President of Technical Operations and Support.

He was an avid reader and enjoyed many outdoor
activities such as fishing, skiing and cycling. He will
be remembered for his quick wit and sense of humor.

He is survived by his wife of 31 years, Leslie
(Deutsch) Kennedy; four children, Christina Kennedy
and her husband, Barry Hicks of Plymouth Meeting,
Penn., Cortney Landry and her husband, Dan, of
Sandown, Corbin Kennedy of Epping and Colin
Kennedy of Salem, Mass.; five grandchildren, Caden
Landry, Charlise Landry, Cohen Landry, Brady Hicks
and Nathan Hicks; and brothers and sisters Veronica,
Mary, Matthew, Ellen, Clare and Kevin. He was prede-
ceased by his brother Patrick.

Following cremation, a memorial service will be
held on Saturday, Feb. 27, at 11 a.m. in St. Jude’s
Parish, 435 Mammoth Road, Londonderry. In lieu of
flowers, donations may be made to The Home for Lit-
tle Wanderers, 10 Guest St. 3rd Floor, Brighton, Mass.,
www.thehome.org. The Peabody Funeral Homes and
Crematorium are assisting the family with the
arrangements. To send a condolence or for more
information, visit www.peabodyfuneralhome.com.
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Two Gandidates Seek Londonderry School Board Seat

KArrLYyn G. Woobs
LONDONDERRY TIMES

Two candidates are
running for one open
seat on the London-
derry School Board in the
March 8 election, incum-
bent John Laferriere and
newcomer Jenn Ganem.
Each candidate was ask-
ed: “How do you think the
School District should pre-
parefor potential increas-
es in enrollment as signifi-
cant residential develop-
ment projects in town
begin to come online?”
Jenn Ganem

Age: 45

Years in Londonderry:
Has lived in Londonderry
for 7 years and owned her
business in Londonderry

for 13 years.
Occupation: Psychiatric
Nurse Practitioner and
Assistant Professor at Riv-
ier University
Elected Experience: None
Answer: | think what’s
going to happen as the
bigger projects come into
place is we’ll see the
growth not as strong as
we saw it in the 1980s,
when we had high class-
room sizes and very little
room, but I think it’s going
to impact the School Dis-
trict. At that point we're
going to have to look at
the numbers and I sus-
pect we’ll be hiring more
teachers. The issue will
come back up about hav-
ing instructional assis-

tants in the classroom
and the need for them
because of the higher
numbers of students.

My other concern is
because we have done
such a phenomenal job
with our special educa-
tion program, more fami-
lies will be attracted to
Londonderry and our spe-
cial education enrollment
will probably go up. That
is starting to be evident in
the data already. I think
we need to start looking at
our special education
budget and maybe creat-
ing a reserve and consid-
ering what’s coming down
the road with the growth.

Looking at that whole
picture, we need to be

cognizant not only of
where the growth is
occurring, but what we're
going to have to do to
address the increased
class sizes as that hap-
pens. There’s also poten-
tially a concern if we will
need to re-district. We
have to look at how the
numbers play out at each
grade and school.
John Laferriere

Age: 48
Years in Londonderry:
20
Occupation: Information
Technology Executive
Elected Experience: School
Board, 6 years; Planning
Board, 3 years

Answer: “What [ expect
is over time and as more

things come online, we're
going to see a steady
increase of kids coming in.

“The way we should
handle that is really being
smart about how we man-
age our money like any-
thing else. We have Pet-
tengill Road coming online,
and other developments
coming on board, which I
think will be a good tax
base for us, and I think
we're going to see that con-
tinue to grow and help out
with the taxes in town.

“If we manage our
spending, and we're very
good at managing our
spending, we're very fru-
gal, I think we’ll be all
right. One of the things
we do need to be cog-

nizant of is that we could
also see something hap-
pen in the special educa-
tion population. I think
the way we need to man-
age those spikes is throu-
gh using reserve funds.

“We need to manage
those reserve funds wise-
ly, continue to fill them at
a rate that’s sustainable
relative to the population
of the school district and
as we see development
coming online.

“We also need to make
sure we understand when
these projects come on-
line, what’s to be expect-
ed - so working with de-
velopers to understand
how much they're going
to put online and when.”

Londonderry High Sends 34 Pounds of Hair Donations

KAITLYN G. WOODS

LONDONDERRY TIMES
ondonderry  High
School’s 10th an-

L niversary Day of
Giving last month pro-
duced a record 34 pounds
of hair, which will be
transformed into wigs for
women battling cancer.
Pep Rally coordinator
Steven Juster, an English
teacher at the school,
packed boxes with the pre-
cious donations and sent the
pony tails off last week to
Pantene Beautiful Lengths.
Juster said the boxes
represent the selflessness
and sacrifice of 295 stu-
dent and staff “angels.”
“The boxes also repre-
sent the overwhelming
support of students,
administration and staff
for those angels, and the
stylists and parents and

community members who
make this such a beautiful
place to live and work,”
he wrote in a letter to Pan-
tene, which he packed
with the donations. “There
are smiles and tears and
stories in these boxes. In
short, [ have the honor of
sending you a miracle.
Please put these gifts of
love to work.”

While this year’s event
did not draw the highest
number of donors, those
who did participate part-
ed with longer lengths
than in previous years,
with most donors cutting
more than 9 inches of
their hair at the event.

“It was a big relief,”
sophomore Amanda Graf
said of donating her hair
at the Day of Giving pep
rally in January. “I didn’t
think I would miss my

Sophomores Kiera Tewksbury, Jillian Hansen and
Amanda Graf display the hair donations from the
Londonderry High School’s Day of Giving.

hair, but then when I got
on the floor 1 got really
nervous. After it was
done, [ felt light and my
hair feels much healthier.”

Graf and her friends
Jillian Hansen and Kiera
Tewksbury, also sopho-
mores who donated their
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hair last month, agree
that participating in the
Day of Giving is a Lancer
tradition they wouldn’t

want to miss out on.

The campaign has
grown into a nationally
recognized event, captur-
ing a Guinness World
Record for simultaneous
ponytail cuts and earning
the high school recogni-
tion in Seventeen Maga-
zine as “a school you
might want to transfer to
because of this tradition.”

Hansen said she is
happy with her shorter
hairstyle, noting it took
her 45 minutes to blow
dry her hair in the morn-
ing before she donated
more than eight inches of
her locks.

Juster encourages stu-
dents to make the deci-

sion to donate carefully,
but said he often advises
those who are on the
fence to take the leap if
they think they will regret
not donating more than
they think they would
regret shorter hair.

“This is a big deal
here. It's great for our
school and the communi-
ty,” Graf said.

With the official send-
off of this year’s hair don-
ations complete, Juster
said he and his pep rally
aides have already started
preparing for next year’s
Day of Giving on Friday,
Jan. 6 and will continue to
collect individual dona-
tions throughout the year.
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KarrLyn G. Woobs
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embers of the
Southeastern New
Hampshire Haz-

ardous Materials (Haz-
mat) Mutual Aid District
gathered in Londonderry
last week to put their
skills responding to a vari-
ety of emergency scenar-
ios to the test.

“The skills are perish-
able and it’s important to
keep the relationships fresh,
as well,” said Battalion
Chief Jim Roger, who ser-
ves as a team leader to
the Town’s Hazmat re-
sponse team.

Decked in protective
suits and masks, London-
derry firefighters worked
to complete “credibility
assessments” for scenar-
ios involving an impro-
vised explosive device
(IED) and a suspicious
powdery white substance
found in a package.

In a real event involv-
ing such scenarios, the
first responders would
have to determine wheth-
er or not the materials
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Firefighters Brush Up Hazmat Response Skills in Regional Tl‘allllll!l

require response from the
Mutual Aid District and
the State Police Bomb
Squad, which also partici-
pated in the training exer-
cises on Feb. 17.

That was one of the
most important aspects
of the training for the Lon-
donderry firefighters who
participated - how to set
the stage and how to iden-
tify when it’s necessary to
call for the Hazmat Dis-
trict and bomb squad,
according to Roger.

“l was very pleased.
The training went excep-
tionally well,” he said.
“There were some great
learning moments that
came out of it and they
worked seamlessly togeth-
er. It’s important both the
firefighters and police offi-
cers have this training to
be good decision makers.”

The Hazardous Materi-
als Mutual Aid District,
which is comprised of
Fire personnel from 14
communities in varying
proximity to the Man-
chester-Boston Regional
Airport, conducts train-
ings with the Fire Depart-

ment at least twice annu-
ally, according to Roger.

The training exercises
last week were held at a
large commercial building
for lease at 34A London-
derry Road.

“We're always looking
for venues to train at and
this worked out awe-
some,” Roger said, noting
they were able to keep all
their valuable decontami-
nation equipment inside.

As Londonderry con-
tinues to see rapid indus-
trial growth, Roger said
supporting its relation-
ship with the Hazmat Dis-
trict remains a priority to
the Department.

“Our limitation is man-
power and technical equip-
ment,” he said. “The equip-
ment is very expensive
and not used on a regular
basis. It’s for low frequen-
cy, high risk events.”

Roger said the Depart-
ment has been called a
number of times to assess
suspicious packages and
substances.

The most likely sce-
narios in Londonderry
would involve a response

Members of the Southeastern New Hampshire Hazardous Materials (Hazmat)
Mutual Aid District gathered in Londonderry last week to brush up on a vari-
ety of emergency scenarios. Photo by Chris Paul

to FedEx, the Army Re-
serve, a school or the air-
port, according to Roger.

“When the call comes
out, it’s important to have a
joint response to be effec-

tive and efficient,” he said.
“This training gets every-
one on the same page.”

Gouncil Continues Public Hearing on Rezoning Request

KArtLyn G. Woobs
LONDONDERRY TIMES

he Town Council
voted Monday to
waive the first read-

ing for the rezoning of a
Rockingham Road prop-
erty from Industrial [ to
Multi-Family Residential.
The

Evans family,

which has owned the
property at 280 Rocking-
ham Road for a number of
years, requested rezoning
a 40-acre portion of the
parcel, located near the
brownfield site on San-
born Road identified for
an affordable senior
housing project, to make

the entire property more
marketable to develop-
ers.

The Planning Board
recommended rezoning
the property at its Feb. 3
meeting.

Earl Blatchford, senior
project manager at Hay-
nor Swanson, told the

Board that natural and
manmade barriers on the
property, including wet-
lands and a large electri-
cal easement, discourage
industrial development.
“The topography in
this part of the site is part
of the steepest of the site,
and there are several wet

areas that break up the
area,” Blatchford said,
explaining the smaller
building paths and steep-
er grading schemes of the
parcel lend to residential

rather than industrial
development.
Geographic Informa-

tion Systems Manager
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John Vogl said Planning
staff supports rezoning

the parcel, calling it “a

self-contained extension
of the existing zoning.”
The Council will hold a
public hearing on the
rezoning request at its
next meeting on March 7.
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