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B"ng II on The 2015 Division 1 winning Londonderry High

School wrestling squad marched into last week’s pep rally to generate
enthusiasm as the school gets ready to battle Pinkerton Academy at home
on Saturday in basketball during the annual Ball Family Trophy competition.
Photo by Chris Paul

Bielinski Threatens Lawsuit
Against Town Over Petition Article

KarrLyn G. Woobs
LONDONDERRY TIMES

tate Rep. Al Balda-
Ssaro, R-Londonderry

has challenged the
Town Council’s decision
to keep a citizen’s petition
off the ballot.

The Town Attorney
advised it would be illegal
for the Council to enforce
a warrant article petition

Richard Bielinski of Hall
Road submitted, which
proposes dissolving all
Tax Increment Finance
(TIF) Districts and revital-
ization districts, and re-
quiring a ballot vote to
establish any new TIF or
revitalization districts.
But Baldasaro said
Secretary of State David
Scanlon told him the
Town had no authority to

shut him down or to deny

petitions on the ballot.
Baldasaro said Scan-
lon pointed to New Hamp-
shire RSA 39:3, which
states, “Upon the written
application of 25 or more
registered voters or 2 per-
cent of the registered vot-
ers in town, whichever is
less, although in no event
shall fewer than 10 regis-
continued on page 8
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The School District
will hold Delibera-
tive Session Satur-
day morning, Feb. 6 at 9
a.m. in the Londonderry
High School cafeteria to
act on the fiscal year 2017
Warrant.

If the entire FY17 War-
rant were to pass as pro-
posed, the tax rate impact
would be $5.04 per thou-
sand, which includes vet-

erans' exemptions, ac-
cording to Finance Direc-
tor Doug Smith.

That's because all the
warrant articles, with the
exception of the operat-
ing budget and Article 14,
are to be funded with

A FREE Weekly Publlcatlon

Town Deliberative Session
IS Saturday Morning at LHS

Fund Balance, Smith said.
Residents who attend
deliberative session may
vote to amend a warrant
article, including the dol-
lar amount, as long as the
amendment doesn’t change
the intent of the article.

Warrant articles fol-
low:

Article 1: To choose
Town Officers. This will
be voted on by secret bal-
lot at the March 8 elec-
tion.

Article 2: To raise and
appropriate $210,000 to
be placed in the Town’s
Expendable Maintenance
Trust Fund, with funds to
come from the June 30
Fund Balance. The article
has no tax rate impact.

Both the Council and the
Budget Committee voted
unanimously to recom-
mend the Article.

Article 3: To raise and
appropriate $29,591,028
as the Town’s operating
budget, not including
appropriations by special
warrant articles and other
appropriations voted sep-
arately. If the article is
defeated, the default
budget is $29,594,363. If
passed, the article will
require the Town to raise
$17,924,670 in property
taxes, resulting in a tax
rate impact of $4.87 per
thousand based upon
projected assessed val-
ues. Both the Council and

continued on page 17
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The School District

will hold its Deliber-

ative Session Friday
evening, Feb. 5 to act on
the fiscal year 2017 War-
rant, including the School
Board’s proposed $70.7
million budget.

Deliberative Session is
at 7 p.m. in the London-
derry High School cafete-
ria. The National Honor
Society will provide baby-
sitting services from 6:30
to 9:30 p.m. in Rooms 219
and 221.

Residents who attend
Deliberative Session may
vote to amend a warrant
article, including the dol-
lar amount, as long as the

amendment doesn’t change
the intent of the article.

The total local educa-
tion tax rate if the Board’s
proposed FY17 Operating
Budget and all Warrant
Articles pass is $13.82 per
thousand. For a $300,000
home, that means a local
education property tax
bill of $4,146.

Combined with the
State education property
tax rate of $2.20 per thou-
sand, the total education
property tax bill for a
home valued at $300,000
would be $4,806.

The FY17 Warrant in-
cludes:

e Article 1: To elect
school district officials.
This will be voted on by

secret ballot at the March
8 election.

e Article 2: To raise
and appropriate as an op-
erating budget for the
FY2016-2017 school year,
not including appropria-
tions by special warrant
articles, the School Board’s
amended budget of
$70,778,003 (estimated

continued on page 16
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he Heritage Com-
mission is satisfied
with changes to

plans for a proposed
workforce housing devel-
opment on Stonehenge
Road that serve to en-
hance the residential look
of the complex.

Changes to the archi-
tectural design of the Res-
idences at MacGregor
Cut, which were based on
recommendations  the
Commission submitted at
its design review of the
development in Decem-
ber, include a switch to
more durable, higher
quality materials; the
addition of about 1,100
feet of stone walls; and
the addition of a sidewalk
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Heritage Gommission Satisfied with Ghanges in Workforce Housing Project

from the end of the park-
ing lot out to Stonehenge
Road, where school pick-
up is to be.

Architect Dennis Mires
said in speaking with the
School District, he learn-
ed they would prefer the
small bus stop shelter
planned for construction
along Stonehenge be clos-
er to the street, but under
town ordinances the
structure must meet set-
back requirements.

Member Pauline Caron
asked if parents will be
permitted to park along
Stonehenge Road and
wait for their children’s
bus, creating additional
traffic issues on a road
that is already congested
during the morning com-
mute.

Fougere said there will
be 10 parking spaces near
the bus stop where par-
ents will be able to park
and wait.

“We aren’t interested
in creating a problem on
Stonehenge,” he said. “If it
becomes a problem, it’s
something management
will just have to take care
of.”

Property owner Samir
Khanna said they will
have staff working in an
office in the develop-
ment’s clubhouse to ad-
dress maintenance or
other issues as they arise.

Plans for the work-
force housing develop-
ment include the con-
struction of 12 buildings
with 24 units each.

The proposal features

three primary building
types, each to house one-
and two-bedroom units.

The 12 buildings are to
be broken into neighbor-
hoods, with each of the
buildings in the smaller
groupings to feature a dif-
ferent color.

To make the large
apartment buildings look
more residential, Mires
said they enhanced the
trim around windows and
added molding.

Additionally, they var-
ied the proportion of
shingle and clapboard
and reorganized the por-
ches, flipping the original
design so porches are fac-
ing public areas to help
break up the facade.

“There’s no doubt you
listened and these chang-

es are a step in the right
direction and much ap-
preciated,” Geographic
Information Systems Man-
ager John Vogl said.

Addressing concerns
over trash collection and
the need for storage
space, Khanna said there
will be a trash compactor
to the rear of the site fea-
turing a sensor that will
alert the waste collection
company when the recep-
tacle is full.

And to address Com-
missioner Jim Butler’s
concern that there won't
be enough storage for
tenants, Khanna said they
plan to make arrange-
ments with a local stor-
age facility.

“In our experience, on-
site storage has led to a

number of problems,
such as tenants leaving
items and us having to
remove them as trash,
things being stolen and
the spread of things like
bed bugs,” he said. “At a
property we built in
Epping where we have a
storage facility half a mile
away, we got a discount-
ed rate for tenants we
referred to them.”

The Heritage Commis-
sion was satisfied with
the changes in the project
to address their concerns
and agreed to recom-
mend the plan to the
Planning Board.

Fougere said they
have had their Technical
Review Meeting and hope
to see the Planning Board
in March.

Market Basket Redevelopment Eyes Spring

KarrLyn G. Woobs
LONDONDERRY TIMES

he Heritage Com-
mission considered
proposed signage

for the Market Basket
redevelopment on Nash-
ua Road, which is pro-
gressing rapidly.

Members said they
were satisfied with the sig-
nage for Baldoria, Annie’s,
Hallmark, Olympia Sports,
Home Goods and TJ.
Maxx.

The New Hampshire
State Liquor Outlet is also
a confirmed tenant for
the strip mall, but has yet
to submit proposed sig-
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nage, according to Senior
Project Manager Jeff
Kevan of TF Moran.

The proposed 33-acre
redevelopment project,
the first phase of the
Woodmont Commons de-
velopment, includes bring-
ing in a boulevard en-
trance to the site, taking
down the original Market
Basket building and even-
tually developing smaller
pads totaling 42,220 square
feet along the boulevard.

Overall, the develop-
ment will result in a total
of 186,000 square feet of
retail space, a reduction of
about 30,000 square feet.
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Kevan said they hope
to get T.J. Maxx and Home
Goods into their buildings
this month to begin fitting
and outfitting their new
spaces, with the goal of
opening the retails in
April.

“Once we move all ten-
ants in, the original build-
ing will come down. Come
spring and early summer,
the parking lot will be fin-
ished up and then the out-
pads will be available,” he
said. “They’ve been talk-
ing to people and we’ll be
back with plans to devel-
op those,” he said. “We've
been doing a lot of work
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and you'll start seeing
some of that shortly here.
There are a lot of people
working on it.”

Three’s a Charm

Londonderry Middle School student Timmy
Gore, above, finished in the top spot for the third
year over his rival competitor Luke Pascarelli,
above right, with Sydney Olin taking third in the
school’s annual Spelling Bee. Photos by Chris Paul

In other business at
last week’s meeting, the
Heritage Commission ap-
pointed Marty Srugis

chairman, Pauline Caron
vice-chairman and David
Colglazier secretary.

usiness
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ancer Nation showed
La local athlete who

has been fighting for
her life that they are stand-
ing behind her, presenting
the teen at their annual
pep rally with a real-hair
wig from Pantene.

Dana Mendes, a Merri-
mack High School gradu-
ate, was preparing to begin
her first season playing
field hockey at Assump-
tion College in Worcester,
Mass., when she was diag-
nosed with Myelodysplas-
tic Syndrome, a condition
that affects the bone mar-
row and blood cells it pro-
duces.

Mendes’ doctors in-
formed her she would

have to undergo chemo-
therapy as well as a bone
marrow transplant, accord-
ing to a fundraising page
her sisters created to help
raise money for her treat-
ment.

Fortunately, Mendes’
sister was determined to
be an exact match.

After she lost her hair
while undergoing treat-
ment, Mendes’ field hock-
ey coach, Ann MacLean,
who is a teacher at Lon-
donderry High School,
reached out to Steve
Juster an English teacher
about securing a wig for
the teen.

Juster, who helps
students organize the
school’s annual Day of Giv-
ing event, told those gath-
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Dana Mendes, center, a Merrimack High School graduate, thanks Londonderry High School students and
her field hockey coach, Ann MacLean, far right, who is a teacher at LHS. Photo by Chris Paul

ered for the Friday assem-
bly they were able to locate
for Mendes a rare, dark cin-
namon-colored wig.
Although Mendes has

been under strict quaran-
tine while her immune sys-
tem is compromised, her
doctors made a special
exception with some con-

Police Locate Suspect Linked to

KAITLYN G. WOODS
LONDONDERRY TIMES

ondonderry Police
Lended a manhunt for

a suspect linked to a
shooting in Manchester
last week.

Marcus Cherry, 37, of
Manchester was charged
with resisting arrest, and is
additionally facing two
counts of First Degree
Assault and one count of
Felon in Possession of a
Firearm out of Manchester.

Manchester Police re-
sponded to a call report-
ing a shooting at Town
Suites on Huse Road at
8:50 p.m., according to a
press release. A 42-year-
old Boston man told
police that while visiting
a female acquaintance at
the hotel, an argument
ensued, which led to a
physical altercation with
another man inside the
hotel room.

The man suffered a
non-life threatening but

serious gunshot wound to
his neck during the alter-
cation.

Police identified Cherry
and Ariel Dupuis, 25, of
Manchester as the sus-
pects involved in the
shooting in the hotel room.

When Cherry’s cell
phone was triangulated to
a small apartment build-
ing on Stonehenge Road
near the intersection of
Mammoth Road, Man-
chester Police called on
Londonderry Police to
assist with the search at
3:50 a.m. Friday, Jan. 29,
according to Londonder-
ry Det. Chris Olson.

Stonehenge Road was
closed while police con-
ducted a search of the ap-
artment building, which
did not result in locating
Cherry.

Around 11 a.m., Police
received a tip with the
address of a mobile home
on Stage Coach Circle,
where Cherry was be-
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lieved to be located.

Olson said Stonehenge
was closed from around
noon to 4 p.m. and a few
houses in the immediate
vicinity of the mobile
home were evacuated
while Londonderry Police
worked to persuade Cher-
ry to exit the residence.

Cherry was considered
armed and dangerous.

Police deployed 11
cans of pepper spray
inside the mobile home
before Cherry exited and
was arrested.

It took police about an
hour to bring Cherry into
custody after arriving to
the mobile home park,
according to Olson. No
weapons were found in-
side the mobile home.

Superintendent of Schools

Nate Greenberg sent a let-
ter to parents at 3 p.m.
advising of the ongoing
police presence at and
around the Wagon Wheel
Trailer Park and Stone-
henge Road.

“At no time were any
of our schools or children
in danger,” he wrote, not-
ing some buses were
rerouted.

Parents of students
whose buses were rerout-
ed or were impacted by
the road closures were
contacted.

Additionally, the Dis-
trict issued instructions to
North and Matthew Thorn-
ton elementary schools,
due to their proximity rela-
tive to the incident, as an
“extra ultra-safe precau-
tion” at dismissal.

CONGRATULATIONS

Jaclk

Noce

Jack is pictured with Dr. Calvin

son of Todd and
Mary Noce of Bow
Jack is the
December
winner of the
"No Cavity Club”
at Calvin Dental
Associates!
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25 Buttrick Rd., Bldg. A, Unit 2, Londonderry
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ditions that allowed her to
receive the wig at the pep
rally, along with a loud roar
of applause and a standing
ovation.

“l hope this wig helps
you feel a little more like
yourself,” Juster told Men-
des, as he presented her
new locks.

“l really do appreciate
this school. Thank you
guys for letting me come
here,” Mendes said, also
thanking Pantene for pro-
viding her with the wig.
‘“'m super excited to be
here. It's awesome just to
get out and see new peo-
ple, and see this school
and see how rad you guys
are.”

Mendes told the stu-
dents, some of whom she
has competed with on the
field, it has been a long
journey, but she is halfway

through her treatment.

“It has been a blessing
to come here and share my
story with you guys. I'm so
appreciative of everything
you guys are doing,” she
said.

“I'm really touched
right now. All you guys
have rallied behind us and
we're so thankful for that.
We're so inspired by what
you do here,” said Adriana
Mendes, Dana’s mother.
“We're so thankful and so
touched by what you've
done today.”

“The past year has
been a year of changes,”
Mendes said. “This experi-
ence | will hold onto; and,
hopefully, [ can come back
next year. | appreciate
everything Londonderry
High School has done. This
is one for the books.”
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Editorial

First in the Nation

In recent weeks, one Presidential
hopeful or another could be found
chatting and glad-handing residents,
or hosting “town hall” question and
answer sessions. All just down the
road or across town or in the commu-
nity next door.

Whether chatting with breakfast
diners, glad-handing tavern patrons,
hosting folksy “town hall” visitors or
making their case at fundraising din-
ners, whichever candidate interests
you was likely in the Granite State in
recent days.

As we gear up for the first-in-the-
nation Presidential primary Feb. 9, we
hope you've had a chance to take a
personal look at the candidates,
check out the person behind the pub-
lic relations hype, and hear for your-
self whether your views match the
promises of the men and women who
want your vote.

The clock is ticking. Winning or
losing in New Hampshire doesn’t have
to seal the fate of any candidate, but it
definitely plays a significant role in
what will happen in other states in the
months ahead. And most importantly,
it factors into who will be on the tick-
et for the November election.

So in the few days remaining
before the primary, ask some ques-
tions - not about smaller government,
ending health care reform, cutting the
deficit, defeating ISIS, or verbally
attacking Obama. We deserve

specifics.

How does a candidate’s religious
views impact his or her decision mak-
ing? How will a candidate propose to
“fix” Social Security in laymen’s lan-
guage - and do people really want
such change

If you have the chance, don'’t
accept the answer of “I favor smaller
government, | want to end health care
reform, I want to cut the deficit, I want
a strong foreign policy.” Platitudes
and generalities mean nothing.

Anyone can say those things — and
more often than not, the candidates
do. Anyone can attack their presumed
opponent or President Obama rather
than express their own views.

Ask real questions. Demand
specifics. If you don’t get real
answers, keep asking. Recognize that
failure to answer says something
important as well.

And remember, a President does-
n’t govern in a vacuum. A lot of those
broad campaign promises depend on
Congress, the Supreme Court and the
rule of law.

By virtue of residence in New
Hampshire, the significance of our
vote resonates from one coast to the
other, from the border with Canada to
the border with Mexico. But only if we
care enough to vote intelligently. And
that means asking tough questions
and making up our minds for our-
selves.
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Combes for Council

To the editor:

My name is Ted Comb-
es and [ am running for a
position on Londonder-
ry’'s Town Council. I am
running on the support of
my family, and the en-
couragement of friends,
business owners, and
other citizens.

[ have been approach-
ed by many people over
time that they feel like
they have lost confidence
in the Town Council, do
not receive respect from
the Town Council that a
citizen should, as well
people have felt that the
Council has not always
had the citizens’ best
interests at heart.

The other main reason
[ am running for Town
Council is that I would
like to be able to bring a
different perspective to
the council to be able to
represent a new genera-
tion that the town needs
to welcome and entice to
come to Londonderry.

[ have lived in London-
derry the majority of my
life, except for a few years
when my family followed
my father’s job to Penn-
sylvania when [ was a
child. I grew up in this
town picking apples, play-
ing on rec soccer teams,
becoming an Eagle Scout
for Troop 521, and march-
ing all over New Hamp-
shire and the country
with the Londonderry
Marching Lancers.

[ received my Business
Management degree from
Suffolk University, and my
MBA from Southern New
Hampshire University. [
have spent the majority of
my career working in
property management,
going over contracts, and
budgeting for projects,
which will be an asset for
the position that Town
Councilors play in manag-
ing town infrastructure. |
currently work for a con-
struction company, doing
business development,

Letters

which involves a good
deal of contract negotia-
tions, construction pric-
ing, and long-term plan-
ning for the business.

I do not come from a
lifelong political family,
but I am looking to at least
better the lives of citizens
in town, and doing my
public service. 1 have
served on the Budget
Committee for the past
three years, and have
been Chairman for the
past two years of my term.
[ have also been appoint-
ed to the Town Master
Plan Implementation Com-
mittee, as well the Town
Planning Board. As an
Eagle Scout, [ have always
felt a need to give back to
my community and mak-
ing it a better place to live,
even after completing my
Eagle Project.

Back to my main rea-
son for running for Town
Council that 1 had men-
tioned up top. The Town
of Londonderry has
recently had a good deal
of businesses move to
town, as well as soon
some major develop-
ments happening. [ would
like to be able to be a bea-
con for the younger gen-
erations to get involved,
young entrepreneurs to
move to town, and entice
younger families to move
back to town.

I'm Ted Combes and I
want to preserve our
past, but also help make a
brighter future for our
town. Please show your
support by voting for me
on March 8. Thank you!

Ted Combes

Londonderry

Applied Education

To the editor:

Decisions. We make
them each day and have a
large one facing us right
now as the next presiden-
tial election draws near. In
fact, strong decision-mak-
ing skills are an important
quality that we look for

and value in elected and
other leadership posi-
tions. Yet what are we
doing to prepare the vot-
ers of tomorrow - the stu-
dents of today - to be able
to make decisions, or
even be a part of the dis-
cussion?

The current President
of the United States won
on a platform of change.
In the matter of educa-
tion, our students can win
with change as well.
Changing the traditional
school constraints to a
model of Applied Learn-
ing - where students are
introduced to project-
based activities that mir-
ror the real world, adult
work and relevant contri-
butions to the communi-
ty, is a win for everyone.

At the New Hampshire
School of Applied Learn-
ing in Londonderry, we do
just that: experienced ed-
ucators cultivate a middle
school learning communi-
ty that challenges tradi-
tional assumptions about
the educational process.
Students in grades six
through eight have choic-
es, make decisions, ac-
cept responsibility and
work cooperatively. They
become motivated learn-
ers, collaborative prob-
lem solvers and active
participants in their com-
munity - role models for
our leaders.

Applied Learning em-
powers students to own
their learning and make
connections to what is
relevant in their world.
What parent hasn’t had a
child ask, “But why do I
have to learn this? I will
never have to use it.”
Applied Learning projects
provide students more
control over their own
activities (choosing their
theme, topic, resources
and activities), as well as
an opportunity to explore
their own abilities.

This model promotes
cooperative learning and
teaming, allowing stu-

Continued on page 19
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Gonservation Commission Takes Position on Warrant Articles

KarrLyn G. Woobs
LONDONDERRY TIMES

he Conservation Com-
Tmission discussed

warrant articles the
Town Council moved to
the Town’s Deliberative
Session that would have
an impact on the Com-
mission’s efforts to con-
serve open space in Lon-
donderry.

Of greatest concern to
members is Article 11, to
place annually no more
than $100,000 from the
Land Use Change Tax
(LUCT) in the Conserva-
tion Fund, with the bal-
ance to be placed in the
General Fund.

Before 2013, 100 per-
cent of the LUCT was
placed in the Conserva-
tion Fund to protect farm
and forest open spaces,
as well as water and
wildlife resources.

In 2013, the Town
brought in a total of
$126,515 in Land Use
Change Tax, of which
$110,606 was distributed
to the Conservation Com-
mission and $15,909 went
to the General Fund.

The distribution to
the General Fund in 2015
was higher - with a total
of $564,879 in Land Use
Change Tax, the Conser-
vation Commission re-
ceived $285,951, and
$278,927 went into the

General Fund.

Councilor Tom Freda,
who sponsored Article 11,
argued that a vast amount
of the Town’s open space
is underutilized, and tax-
payers should have the
opportunity to weigh in
on whether or not addi-
tional properties are pur-
chased with the LUCT,
particularly as the devel-
opment of Woodmont
Commons is expected to
generate a $1 million
windfall in fees.

But member Eugene
Harrington noted Wood-
mont will take 10 to 15
years to complete, and
the LUCT funds will come
into the town incremen-
tally.

Addressing the argu-
ment that much of the
Town’s open space is un-
derutilized, member Deb
Lievens said the sole pur-
pose of many of the Town’s
conserved acres is to pro-
tect natural resources,
such as clean air and
water, as well as to serve
as habitat for wildlife.

“In the Master Plan,
everyone surveyed said
they want to keep Lon-
donderry green,” Conser-
vation Commission Chair-
man Marge Badois said.

Noting 14 percent of
the Town’s land is perma-
nently protected and 14
percent is partially pro-

tected, Badois said it’s
important to keep in mind
residents’ desire to main-
tain the rural character
and nature of the commu-
nity.

According to Badois,
Manchester’s latest Mas-
ter Plan reports 17 per-
cent of the community’s
land remains open space.
“People need to visualize
just what that is,” she
said.

Member Mike Byerly
added it’s important to
talk about the Society for
Preservation of New
Hampshire Forests’ rec-
ommendation that com-
munities conserve at
least 25 percent of their
land for trails, parks,
farms and forests.

“I sent a note to Tom
Howe, who is the senior
director of land conserva-
tion at the Society for the
Protection of New Hamp-
shire Forests, and he said
the recommendation is
for permanently con-
served land,” Byerly said.

“The Open Space Task
Force said environmental
scientists actually recom-
mend 40 to 50 percent
open space. That 25 per-
cent recommendation is
the minimum,” Lievens
said, noting 80 to 85 per-
cent of the Town draws
its water from dug wells.

Lievens additionally

E|ﬂﬂ|i0|l leﬂel's The Londonderry Times will not be accepting Letters to the Edi-

tor pertaining to the March 8 Election for its March 3 edition, other than to correct inaccu-
racies in previous letters. It is the paper’s policy that running election letters that week
would not give candidates time to correct inaccuracies. The last edition for election letters
will be Feb. 25, and the deadline is 5 p.m. Monday, Feb. 22.
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argued that investing in
the Conservation Fund
has enabled the Commis-
sion to pay for a number
of services unrelated to
land acquisition, such as
the recreation guide, the
recreation portion of the
Rail Trail and treatment
of invasive plant species.

Having funds available
in the Conservation Fund
also allows the Commis-
sion to qualify for grants
that require funds be
available to support a
project, or meet a seller
at the table to acquire an
important property that
would benefit the Town.

“It would be nice to
get it back to 100 percent
as it used to be, but I
think we could settle for
the first $100,000 and
split the rest,” Lievens
said.

“It’'s important for main-
taining a balance between
development and conser-
vation,” Badois said of
LUCT.

Also considered at the
Commission’s Jan. 26
meeting was Article 12, to
authorize the transfer of
all supervision, manage-
ment duties and responsi-
bilities of the Town Forest
from the Commission to
the Town Manager.

Commissioners agre-
ed they don’t oppose the
change, but recommend
the Town allocate funds
to address maintenance
of the Town Forest.

“It involves conversa-
tions about what to do
with that area,” Speltz
said. “In my view, we
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probably could be open
to either outcome. It’s a
tiny fraction of the forest-
ed land we manage and
it’s right in the center of
town. They could turn it
into something nice if
they're willing to put the
money into it. If voters
want to see something
different, I don’t think we
should oppose that. My
personal opinion is this
should remain a forested
area.”

“My concern is there’s
a cost to manage it more
as a park,” Lievens said.
“The $300,000 they appro-
priated for the Town
Common was taken away,
so there’s no money for
this.”

“If they’re transferring
this to the Town Manager,
they can decide what
they want to do with it. It
could remain the same,”
Badois said.

In addition to the war-
rant articles, the Commis-
sion discussed funding an
engineering analysis to
establish the technical
feasibility and estimated
costs of various proposed
outdoor recreation im-
provements.

The Capital Improve-
ments Plan (CIP) Commit-
tee recommended the
project be funded at
$100,000 in FY17.

“The Planning Board
approved it in the CIP,

and then the Town Coun-
cil completely ignored it,”
Speltz said. “The choice
we now have is to wait
another year on a study
that is already 2 years
old, or see if we can fund
it ourselves out of the
Conservation Fund.”

Speltz noted he has
requested the Town
Attorney determine if the
project could be legally
funded with money from
the Conservation Fund.

“I think there’s a good
case to be made we
could, and I think we
should at least consider
it. We've been under a lot
of pressure from the
Town Council to do more
in terms of utilizing our
open spaces - recreation
areas, like camping spots,
picnic places, boat laun-
ches,” he said. “The idea
would be if we want to
proceed with this, we
would tailor a scope of
work that got us what we
really wanted and put it
out to bid.”

“We need to really
look at ideas because it
would be crazy to spend
money on something we
don’t want or think is
appropriate for that
area,” Lievens said.

Speltz said the Com-
mission wouldn’t have to
commit any funds until
the study is in hand.
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0
ith the Town’s
March 8 election
rapidly approach-

ing, the filing period for
elected officials closed
last week.

There is only one posi-
tion for which no volun-
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school Board, Town Council Seats Face Gontested Election

teers declared their intent
to run - Supervisor of the
Checklist. Christine Tighe
currently holds that seat,
but she will not run for re-
election.

Town Clerk Sherry Far-
rell said when no one runs
for an open position, the
position is offered to the

write-in candidate with the
most votes. If there are no
write-ins, the Town Manag-
er may appoint a volunteer.

Running for two open
positions on the Town
Council with three-year
terms each are incum-
bents Tom Dolan and
John Farrell, and Edward

“Ted” Combes.

Pauline Caron, Robert
J. Collins and John A. Cur-
ran are running for Trus-
tees of the Leach Library,
all three-year terms.

Christine Patton and
Donald Moskowitz are
running for the two open
positions on the Budget

Committee, both three-
year terms, and Robert
Saur filed to run for Town
Moderator.

On the School District
side, incumbent John La-
ferriere and Jenn Ganem
are running for one open
seat on the School Board,
a three-year term.

John Conley will seek
re-election as School Dis-
trict Treasurer, a three-
year term; Mary Soares is
seeking re-election as
School District Clerk, a
three-year term, and Cindi
Rice Conley filed to run
for School District Moder-
ator, a three-year term.

Conservation Recommends George Brooks for Negotiating Post

KarrLyn G. Woobs
LONDONDERRY TIMES

g
fter interviewing
two candidates for
n open position

on the Joint Negotiating
Committee, the Conser-
vation Commission voted
unanimously to recom-

mend the Town Council
appoint George Brooks to
the position.

The Committee meets
on an asneeded basis to
review properties being
considered for town pur-
chases and guide negotia-
tions to acquire open space.

Brooks has worked in
real estate since 1977 and
has lived in Londonderry
for 30 years.

He served as President
of the New Hampshire
Board of Realtors, achieved
designation as a Certified
Commercial Investment
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Member (CCIM) through
the National Association of
Realtors and certification as a
New Hampshire appraiser,
which Brooks said allows him
to appraise any property on
which he has adequate
knowledge.

Brooks told the Com-
mission that in the 1980s
he facilitated as a broker
about 20 different subdivi-
sions in the Goffstown,
Hooksett, Manchester and
Concord area and negotiat-
ed subdivisions and devel-
oper acquisitions of single-
family homes, condomini-
ums and office warehouse

condominiums.

“I believe I have the
experience to add some
sort of value to the Joint
Negotiating Committee,”
he said.

Applicant James Hooley,
who serves on the Budget
Committee, told Commis-
sioners he applied for the
position on the Joint Negoti-
ating Committee because
he has some experience in
real estate and had heard
no one else had stepped up
to volunteer in the role.

“There had been a
longstanding void in the
Joint Negotiating Commit-

tee and there was some
talk we needed to come
up and volunteer. I volun-
teered in the absence of
anyone coming up,” said
Hooley, who has complet-
ed some work on conser-
vation areas in town,
including the Musquash
and Kendall Pond. “If I
were you, [ would choose
(Brooks).”

The Commission also
voted to appoint member
Mike Byerly as their repre-
sentative on the Joint Nego-
tiating Committee. Com-
missioner Mike Speltz also
serves on the Committee.

YMCA Interested in Collahorating
In Area of Drug Prevention

KAITLYN G. WOODS
LONDONDERRY TIMES

en Gould of the
Greater Manchester
YMCA told the

Town Council that the
community-focused non-
profit is interested in col-
laborating with the Town
and other groups to dis-
cuss the possibility of a
drug prevention program.

“Our mission is to
help families become
healthy families and to
help support the commu-
nity,” he said at the Coun-
cil's Monday night meet-
ing. “We don’t have drug
prevention mental health

expertise and we would-
n’'t be in a position to run
that organization, but we
would like to partner with
other groups and collabo-
rate in this time when
there’s a drug crisis in the
community.”

In other business:

¢ The Council approv-
ed with a 4-0 vote revi-
sions to the Municipal
Traffic Safety Code rela-
tive to stopping, standing
and parking during snow
removal.

The revisions, which
increase penalties for vio-
lations of the Code, are
included in the Council’s

full agenda package, avail-
able on the Town’s web-
site at www.londonder-
rynh.org.

* The Council approv-
ed with a 3-0 vote the ex-
penditure of $6,236 from
the Expendable Main-
tenance Trust Fund for
snow and ice removal at
the Senior Center, winter
maintenance at Town Hall
and the Cable Access
Center, and additional
outlets in the office area
at South Fire Station.

Councilor Jim Butler
recused himself from vot-
ing due to a conflict of
interest.
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everal residents of
SEstey Drive com-

plained to the Town
Council that a wood cut-
ting business on their
neighbor’s property is dis-
rupting the neighborhood.

“The business has de-
valued my property,” Rob-
ert Cinelli of 9 Estey Drive
told the Council at its meet-
ing Monday evening.

According to Cinelli,
when he tried to sell his
home, the business at his
next-door neighbor’s 5
Estey Drive residence
caused buyers to back out
of making an offer.

“We had a purchase
and sales agreement on
the property and they pull-
ed the agreement around
Thanksgiving of last year,”
he said, arguing the busi-
ness is an eyesore in the
neighborhood and that
Robert Potter of Derry
operates the wood cutting
business on his parents’
property outside of per-
mitted business hours.
“It’s bad enough the prop-
erty looks like that, but last
Saturday he put 10 ‘no tres-
passing signs’ on trees
along my property line,
and he put stakes in the
ground and ran a string
along the stakes. My feel-
ing is that’s harassment.
There’s no reason to put 10
signs along my side of the
property.”

Cinelli further argued,
“there’s no permit and the
business is not grandfa-
thered by the Town,”
adding he is working with

Town Manager Kevin
Smith to address his con-
cerns.

“We've referred the
matter to Attorney Mike

Ramsdell to look at all the
documentation we have
on it,” Smith said. “(For-
mer Code Enforcer) Frank
Holdsworth made a ruling
on the existing non-con-
forming use in a residential
neighborhood. Ramsdell is
looking to see if he con-
curs with that judgment or
not, and we're waiting for
him to get back to us with
an opinion on this.”

Adding to concerns
over the potentially illegal
operation of a commercial
business in a residential
neighborhood were allega-
tions made by Bonnie
Hussey of 3 Estey Drive
that Potter started harass-
ing her family after they
sounded alarms over his
business in 2008.

Hussey told the Coun-
cil the harassment escalat-
ed when “Potter became
enraged and tried to run
my son down with his
truck.

“We have always met
with Dick and Freda (5
Estey Drive property own-
ers). They say, ‘we’ll con-
trol him, we’ll talk to him.’
Nothing changes,” she
said.

Hussey further alleged
that Potter called her hus-
band’s employer in an
effort to threaten his
employment and contact-
ed a local newspaper “to
slander” him in retaliation
for their going to the Town
with their complaints.

Hussey told the Coun-
cil she also thinks Potter
killed her dog, but she
can’t prove it.

“We have not been vigi-
lant enough in reporting
him. According to (Code En-
forcement officer Richard)
Canuel, we have made his
job difficult in enforcing
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him,” she said. “This
whole situation for me is
very difficult.”

Hussey said she lives in
fear of retaliation for any
complaint she might make
to the Town.

“If you believe a crime
has been committed,
whether or not you think
you can prove it, that
shouldn’t be the threshold
for reporting a crime,”
Councilor Tom Dolan said.

“When people are vic-
tims of this type of harass-
ment...you don’t want to
make it worse,” Hussey
said. “You have a tendency
to get scared, rather than
get angry and making
waves. When someone
tries to run over your
child, especially when it’s
someone who presents
themselves as someone
you'll never get out of your
neighborhood, you never
want to give them a reason
to go all the way. I'm not
willing to risk my life or the
life of my child because it’s
just too scary.”

Potter denied Hussey’s
allegations and said Can-
uel informed him that as
long as he operates within
the town’s rules, he is per-
mitted to continue work-
ing at his parents’ resi-
dence.

“My family has been
doing this business there
since 1965,” he said. “No, |
did not try to run anyone
over with a truck. The alle-
gations are exactly that.”

Potter said Kevin Hus-
sey has used threatening
language toward him and
accused him of “watching
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Neighbors Glaim Woodcutting Business is lllegal, Disruptive

his wife and taking pic-
tures.”

Potter told the Council
the Husseys’ allegations
and behavior toward him
are retaliation for calling
the police to their neigh-
borhood when he ob-
served the couples’ 8-year-
old driving a golf cart up
and down their street.

“Ijust want to work and
mind my own business.
Now, I can’t even complain
because they’ll retaliate,”
he said. “All those allega-
tions were serious, very
serious. She says she’s
intimidated, that she’s in
fear for her life.”

“Why do you think she
feels that way?” Dolan
asked.

“That’s not for me to
decide. I'm not to say what
kind of person she is. 'm
not the judge,” Potter said.

“Now, we have heard
two versions of the story
and you can’t reconcile
them. That tells me some-
one is not telling the
truth,” Councilor Tom
Freda said, noting that
while the neighbors are
not under oath when
addressing the Council,
being dishonest is not the
best way to proceed.
"Fortunately, technology
fills the gaps in 2016.
Everyone in the world
has a camera. Someone
has made statements
here and someone’s going
to record events and
they’re not going to jive.
It may behoove all you
people to figure out how
to get along.”

Freda said the Council
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can regulate the traffic
laws on Estey Drive and
find it's unsafe for trucks
to go down the street.

‘It may not have im-
pact on the profitability of
your business, but it may,”
he told Potter. “Now you
brought this controversy
to us. What do you expect
us to do? Have your busi-
ness and leave these peo-
ple alone. You have every
right to put up signs, but
you're escalating the situa-
tion, and you know it.”

Chairman John Farrell

a
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said the Town Attorney
has been directed to make
a decision on whether or
not the wood cutting busi-
ness is a grandfathered
use by March 1.

“It could go either
way,” he said. “The Police
will be engaged if people
feel they are not safe. 'm
not there, [ don’t know the
facts. We've heard two sto-
ries. When these things
finally reach us, generally
no one wins. We would
much rather see everyone
work it out.”
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ENGAGEMENT
Announcement

graduate of Londonderry

Peterborough.

ture. He is a Technology
Engineers in Boston, Mass.

Kendra Snyder and Craig Huckins

State College, from which she graduated in 2015
with a Bachelor’s degree in Nursing. She is a Regis-
tered Nurse at Monadnock Community Hospital in

Mr. Huckins is a graduate of Campbell High

School and Keene State College, from which he grad-
uated in 2009 with a Bachelor’s degree in Architec-

A September 2016 wedding is planned.

Mr. and Mrs. Chris-
topher Snyder of Lon-
donderry announce
the engagement of
their daughter, Kendra
Lynn Snyder, to Craig
Matthew Huckins, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Timo-
thy Curran of Belcher-
town, Mass. He is also
the son of Rodney
Huckins of Swanzey.

Ms. Snyder is a

High School and Keene

Designer at Vanderweil
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Lawsuit

Continued from page 1
tered voters be sufficient,
presented to the select-
men or one of them not
later than the fifth Tues-
day before the day pre-
scribed for an annual
meeting, the selectmen
shall insert in their war-
rant for such meeting the
petitioned article with
only such minor textual
changes as may be re-
quired.”

Additionally, Balda-
saro notes the Town Char-
ter invokes the rights
granted citizens through
RSA 39:3, referring to the

LONDONDERRY TIMES © FEBRUARY 4, 2016

statute in Article 7 of the
Charter. Section 7.3 of the
Town Charter states, “The
voters of the Town shall
retain the rights and priv-
ileges set forth in RSA
39:3.”

“RSA 39:3 makes it a
violation if they refuse to
insert a petition article
into the warrant. Our best
course of action is to
include the warrant and
express concerns at
Deliberative Session,” Bal-
dasaro said, noting the
voters generally defeat
proposals where there are
clearly legal issues.

The Council also could
have petitioned to the

OBITUARY

Wilbur ‘Joe’ Cole

Wilbur “Joe” Cole, 89, of Scituate, Mass., died at
home Jan. 24, 2016 surrounded by his family.

He was born in Three Rivers, Mass., on April 23,
1926, to Isaac and Elizabeth (Sinclair) Cole. He was
the youngest of eight children.

He was a World War Il veteran.

His 45-year railroad career brought promotions
that took the family to several states, eventually
returning to Massachusetts.

His tenor voice was enjoyed by many in church, at
social gatherings, and weddings. An avid golfer, he
enjoyed many hours on the links with family and
friends. He had a tremendous sense of humor.

He is survived by Dorothy (Whitney) Cole, his
wife of 63 years; children David Cole and wife, Evelyn,
of Merrill, Wis., Steven Cole and wife, Michele, of
Whitman, Mass., and Sandy Cole and partner, Doug
Kunitake, of Londonderry; grandchildren Chris Cole
of Duxbury, Mass., and Alyssa, Julia and Brian
Frechette of Londonderry; a sister, Gertrude Allison
of Ludlow, Mass.; many nieces and nephews; and
canines Kailey, Norman and Taylor.

A visitation will be held Saturday, Jan 30, from 10
a.m. to noon in the United Church of Christ, 460 Main
St., Norwell, Mass., followed by a memorial service at
noon. A reception will follow. In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made to Friendship Home, P.O. Box 916,
Norwell, Mass. 02061 or friendshiphome.net.

One per customer.

OPEN: Mon-Thurs. 11:30 - 9:30 p.m.
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Superior Court for in-
struction on how to pro-
ceed with what was deem-
ed an illegal warrant arti-
cle petition, or proposed
its own language eliminat-
ing the legal defects at
Deliberative Session.

“The dates are over
because by law the Town
had to make a decision
the last Monday of Janu-
ary. Now the ball’s in my
constituent’s (Bielinski’s)
court on what to do. I
don’t know of any reme-
dies to even put this for-
ward,” Baldasaro said. “In
my legislative opinion, I
think the Town Attorney
may have given us some
bad advice.”

At the Council’s Jan.
18 meeting, Attorney Mike
Ramsdell did advise the
most conservative action
would be to move Bielins-
ki's warrant article peti-
tion to the Warrant.
Ramsdell said if the
courts found the petitions
were in fact legal, the
Town would be in viola-
tion of State law.

“We could have put
the petition to the ballot,
but if it passed, what are
we supposed to do with
that?” Councilor Tom
Dolan asked, as a heated
argument between the
petitioner and Council
members flared.

Bielinski maintained
his position that the war-
rant article petition he
submitted is not illegal.

“Even if was illegal,
which I say it was not, |
find it disturbing after
watching the meeting (on
Jan. 18) between the
Town Attorney, the Town
Manager and the five of
you there that night, no
one knew on page 25 we
have all the rights and
privileges granted under
RSA 39:3,” he said.

Additionally, Bielinski

expressed frustration
that the Town never con-
tacted the Secretary of
State’s Office to seek fur-
ther advice regarding his
warrant article petition.

“I watched the meet-
ing and you said you
would contact the Secre-
tary of State’s Office. |
spoke with Dave Scanlon,
and as of 3:30 p.m. on Fri-
day, he said he has never
heard from the Town and
that concerns me
because a lot of what is
going on could have been
avoided,” Bielinski said.
“Now we have a situation
where the dates are
passed. You didn’'t have
the right to do what you
did.”

“We had already made
a decision based on sub-
stantive case law from the
New Hampshire Supreme
Court,” Councilor Tom
Freda said. Freda is an
attorney.

Citing the New Hamp-
shire Municipal Associa-
tion, Freda said that if the
substance of an article is
illegal and can’t be reme-
died with minor changes,
the New Hampshire Sup-
reme Court has upheld
that the Town is not
required to place it on the
warrant.

Freda pointed to cases
in 1976 and 1978, which
have yet to be overturn-
ed, in which the Supreme
Court ruled selectmen
don’t have to move an
illegal article to the War-
rant.

But Baldasaro said the
State statutes have been
amended since the 1970s,
and that it’s his opinion
as a state legislator for
over a decade that RSA
39:3, referred to in the
Town’s Charter, requires
the Council move the ille-
gal article to the ballot.

Bielinski called for the

Town to go to the State to
seek a waiver, and to
freeze the Town’s TIF
accounts if the waiver is
not granted.

“l did everything [ was
supposed to the way it
was in the Charter,” said
Bielinski, who has hired
legal counsel and is pre-
pared to take the Town to
court over the matter.

“The Charter enables
the Council and only the
Council to enact ordi-
nances. Your petition
would violate the Charter
and prevent the Council
from enacting ordinan-
ces,” Dolan said. “What
are you trying to achieve
by putting this on?”

Bielinski said RSA 39:3
offers the people one
chance each year to reme-
dy if they see something
wrong in the operations of
their local government.

“I did it because a lot
of people came up to me
and didn’t understand the
TIF’s,” he said. “I don’t
think public money should
ever be used for private
development.”

Bielinski also testified
at the meeting that Town
Manager Kevin Smith told
him the $250,000 raised
through the Airport TIF
was not actually raised to
pay for a traffic light on
Pettengill Road, but was
to reimburse Ballinger/
Five N, the partnership
behind the development
of the Fed/Ex building on
Pettengill, for the pur-
chase of an easement nec-
essary for the develop-
ment.

Bielinski claimed Smith
told him in two separate
conversations that Ball-
inger/Five N wouldn’t
have moved forward with
the development had the
Town not agreed to pay
the developer the $250,000
for the easement with the

TIF funds.

Smith said the conver-
sations never happened.
“It’s entirely untrue,” he
said.

“Well, now I know
where we stand with you,
Kevin,” Bielinski said. “We
have a Town Manager
who tells me something
who won’t own up to
what he said.”

“No one puts a gun to
anyone’s head here. Are
they tough to deal with,
they probably are,” Coun-
cilor Jim Butler said,
arguing that Bielinski
would have been just as
angry if the Town had
failed to facilitate the
opportunity to bring in
Fed Ex/Pratt & Whitney
and lost the developer.

“You have to spend
money to make money,”
Butler said. “You would
say we lost the opportu-
nity to bring revenue into
this town. This is balo-
ney.”

“Mr. Bielinski is en-
couraging us to take his
financial advice on how
to move this Town for-
ward. He was also part of
the group that recom-
mended we never allow
the power plant to come
into town, because the $5
million they would pay
would never be paid. The
first thing they would do
is go to the State and find
ways to not pay,” Freda
said. “And now they’re
paying $8.5 million per
year, and they have
brought in over $75 mil-
lion over the years you
would have had to pay as
homeowners.

“Your record of finan-
cial advice to the town is
the worst I have seen,”
Freda continued. “I stand
behind this Council and
our legal counsel, and Mr.
Bielinski, bring us to
court.”

The Rl Estate Lendeny

<z REMAX
YW 1st Choice

123 Nashua Road, Unit #20
Londonderry, NH 03053

Phone: 603-425-2400 Fax: 603-434-2599
www.nh-moves.com E-mail: remax@nh-moves.com
Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

John Conley FreAore, srese

2010 Granite State South Board of REALTORS®:
REALTOR® OF THE YEAR

2011 New Hampshire Magazine
FIVE STAR Professional Award

Past President
Granite State South Board of REALTORS®

Licensed in NH ¢ Notary Public NH

25 Orchard View Dr., Rte. 102, Londonderry
www.superwokrestaurant.com

RE/MAX 1ST Choice is

a supporter of Children’s m

Miracle Network REALTOR

WWW.JOHNSELLSNEWHAMPSHIRE.COM
Direct: 603 867-7743 Office: 603 425-2400 ext. 136




KarrLyn G. Woobs
LONDONDERRY TIMES

ill Connors of North
JElementary School

said she was shocked
to learn she is the 2016
New Hampshire Assistant
Principal of the Year.

The humble award
winner said she couldn’t
have come out on top
without all the support of
her teachers, fellow ad-
ministrators, North School
parents and the London-
derry community.

“Being an administra-
tor, you can have great

ideas, but if you don’t
have the staff to work
with, it’s hard to see them
through. We are such a
community here,” she
said.

Connors also recog-
nized her mentor, Mary
Coltin, whom she replac-
ed as assistant principal
at North.

Connors is following in
her mentor’s footsteps as
Assistant Principal of the
Year.

“I really want people
to know I truly wouldn’t
have been able to win this

award without the staff
and administrators here,”
Connors said. “It’s really
about who you surround
yourself with. The true
payoff of working here is
the incredible support of
the staff, administrators
and District.”

A Londonderry High
School graduate, Connors
started her career in edu-
cation in 2001 as a special
education teacher at Lon-
donderry Middle School.

She moved on to serve
as coordinator of pupil
services in the District
£]
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Presidential Scholars Program

KAITLYN G. WooDSs
LONDONDERRY TIMES

Londonderry schol-
ar has been named
candidate in the

2016 U.S. Presidential
Scholars Program.

Kate Balcom, a gradu-
ating senior, is one of
more than 4,000 candi-
dates selected to apply to
the program from nearly
3.3 million students to
graduate U.S. high schools
this year.

Students are selected
on the basis of superior
academic and/or artistic
achievements, leadership
qualities, strong charac-
ter and involvement in
community and school
activities.
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“l got a really good
foundation in academics.
My parents did a good job
to make sure I was push-
ed hard and challenged
myself,” said Balcom, who
is home schooled.

Balcom has also been
commended as a National
Merit Scholar and an AP
Scholar.

With an interest in
mathematics, Balcom has
applied to the University
of New Hampshire, Geor-
gia Institute of Technolo-
gy, Vanderbilt University
and Worcester Polytech-
nic Institute. And in a few
weeks, Balcom said she
has an interview with the
University of North Car-
olina for a scholarship.

In addition to succeed-
ing academically, Balcom
is captain of Londonderry
High School’s varsity
girls’ basketball team and
has committed over 500
volunteer hours to a chil-
dren’s bible study pro-
gram at Calvary Bible
Church in Derry.

She plans to submit an
application to be consid-
ered as one of 800 semi-
finalists in the U.S. Presi-
dential Scholars Program,
who will be named in
early April. From those
semi-finalists, 161 finalists
will travel to Washington,
D.C. in June for the
National Recognition Pro-
gram.
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North’s Jill Gonnors Named Assistant Principal of Year

Office in 2008, then
accepted the position of
Vice Principal at North
School in 2010.

The school hosted a
three-member committee
on Dec. 3, who inter-
viewed all members of
North School’s faculty
and staff, as well as cur-
rent and former students,
parents and members of
the community.

In addition to the
interviews with staff and
members of the commu-
nity, the Committee,
which spent three hours
at the school, also con-
ducted a one-on-one
interview with Connors.

“Before I left the inter-
view, they told me, ‘It’s
important for you to
know the impact you
have made on the families
and students, and what
you have done for your
staff and the culture and
morale of your school,”
said  Connors, who

thought the Committee
might be boosting her

0
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North Elementary School’s Jill Connors is the 2016
New Hampshire Assistant Principal of the Year.

spirits before announcing
she wasn’t the winner.

A young recipient of
the award, Connor said
she told the Committee
she still has a lot to learn.

Principal Paul Dutton
said he was not surprised
by Connor’s selection,
saying the energetic
administrator has flour-
ished in all areas of
responsibility and skillful-
ly balances her various

roles at the school.

“She takes the time
with students, staff and
parents to communicate
and listen,” he said. “Jill is
always striving for excel-
lence, and we are very
proud of her.”

Connors is to attend
the New Hampshire Ex-
cellence in Education
Awards in June, where she
will be a guest speaker.
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Londonderry Renaissance Man Dennis Braje Installs Seascapes at Library

KArrLyn G. Woobs
LONDONDERRY TIMES

he Leach Library’s fea-
Ttured artist through the

month of February is a
painter, sculptor, world trav-
eler, personal chef, retired
engineer, sailor and poet.

Renaissance man Dennis
Braje’s unique range of expe-
riences abroad, working in
marketing for IBM and sail-
ing in the Caribbean informs
his impressionist paintings
and metal sculptures in a
profound and interesting
way.

This week Braje has
installed a series of seascape
paintings depicting scenes
of the ocean at beaches
across the country.

“The ocean is a lovely
thing for an artist because it
changes its mood as quickly
as the wind changes,” he
said. “And as a sailor, the
ocean makes you realize
how small you are. It doesn’t

matter how big your boat,
when the ocean roars up;
but also, in the calm, it’s very
poetic.”

In addition to his paint-
ings, Braje has written a col-
lection of poems inspired by
his time at sea, many of
which he wrote on napkins
in hotel lobbies while travel-
ing.

Braje was formally train-
ed at the Dayton Art Institute
and the Cincinnati Art Acad-
emy. He also completed
countless hours of private
instruction and completed
courses to become a Bob
Ross Certified Instructor,
qualified to teach the Ross
“wet-on-wet” method of oil
painting.

The genres of Braje’s
work range from landscape,
seascape, abstract art and
oriental brush and ink to
indoor and outdoor metal
sculptures and wall pieces.

Braje said most of his art

is inspired by his travels to
China, Thailand, the
Caribbean, Canada, Europe,
Australia and New Zealand.
While visiting China, Braje
said he discovered a passion
for Chinese art, which he is
now studying.

Braje also teaches oil
painting and continues to
work as a personal chef, but
on a selective basis.

“People will say, ‘I can’t
even draw a straight line.’
But you won’t find any
straight lines in nature.
That’s what I love about ori-
ental painting,” he said. “It’s
more than just putting a
painting down - it's knowing
someone 1,000 or 3,000
years ago was painting
something like that.”

In the winter, Braje likes
to focus on sculpting, as the
cooler weather is more con-
ducive to welding in his
workshop.

Many of Braje’s paintings
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Dennis Braje's painting “Fury” is a seascape he has included in his installation at the
Leach Library through the month of February.

and sculptures have found
homes in private art collec-
tions in the U.S. and China.

When asked what art has
meant to him personally,
Braje says it has changed his
view of the world.

“All of a sudden you see
everything differently in the
world,” he said. “When you
look up and see leaves in a
tree, I see the spaces
between the leaves and
shadows.”

In a more technical, engi-

neering-related position at
IBM, Braje said he never felt
disconnected from his artis-
tic side.

“l have that interest in
how things work - the battle
is between functionality and
beauty. My artistic side over-
came that. I believe every-
one is creative,” said Braje,
who wrote papers and
taught classes on creativity
in the workplace as a private
consultant after retiring
from his position at IBM.

A member of the Lon-
donderry Arts Council, Braje
lives in town with his wife,
Judy, and is enjoying in
retirement the time he has
to focus on his paintings and
sculptures.

To see Braje’s seascape
paintings, visit his installa-
tion at the Leach Library
during February. To speak
with Braje about his art
work or classes, call 965-
4511 or 425-9670 or email at
dennisbraje@comcast.net.

Fire Destroys Holstein Avenue Shed

KarrLyn G. Woobs
LONDONDERRY TIMES

he Fire Department
responded to re-
ports of a shed fire

on Holstein Avenue, work-
ing quickly to extinguish
the blaze.

Battalion Chief Kevin
Zins said it took crews
about six minutes and 1,500
gallons of water to com-
pletely overhaul the fire
after responding at 10:57
p.m. Saturday, Jan. 30.

There were no other

structures close enough
to the shed to catch fire.
Zins said the shed was
completely destroyed.
The cause of the fire
was a faulty chainsaw,
according to Zins.
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