
ClosureContinuesConstruction on the Melendy
Road Bridge began recently, closing the road around Able Street and impeding
some of the traffic from Hudson Memorial School. According to the Hudson
Town website, the reconstruction will continue through mid-July.
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continued on page 4

ALEX MALM
HUDSON TIMES————–––

One of the agenda items
during the April 8 Hudson
Board of Selectmen meeting
was in regards to a bid for the
Library Park Trolley Stop. 

“I’m sure a lot of people
have been wondering about
that,” Jay Twardosky said
during the meeting. It was
explained by Twardosky

that the stop was destroyed
last year.

“As you may recall, the
Library Park Trolley Stop
was destroyed last year due
to a motor vehicle accident.
I have been working closely
with Primex, Colonial
Adjustment and Peter
Ripaldi of Three Dudes
Construction to develop a
plan for rebuilding the

structure,” Twardosky wrote
in a memo to the Board of
Selectmen. Twardosky said
they have received every-
thing they need from insur-
ance in order to move for-
ward.

“The insurance compa-
ny got back to us with
everything we needed,” he
said. 

Library Park Trolley Stop
Reconstruction to Begin

continued on page 2

continued on page 5

ALEX MALM
HUDSON TIMES————–––

The Hudson Cable Util-
ity Committee held its first
meeting of 2025 with grow-
ing concern over declining
revenue for local access tel-
evision in the town. 

“HCTV is funded
exclusively through the
franchise fees that the town
collects from Comcast.
Those fees are paid by
cable subscribers from the
town of Hudson, and it’s
just on the cable portion of
their bills,” explained Com-
mittee Chair Mike
O’Keefe. “If you have
internet or phone or what-
ever, it doesn’t come from
that.”

With the growing popu-

larity of streaming, that
decline is expected to con-
tinue into the foreseeable
future. HCTV received
around $86,000 from the
townwide franchise fee
during the August 2024
quarterly report and around
$84,000 during the Febru-
ary 2025 quarterly report. 

“I am trying to budget
around losing $2,000 per
quarter from this franchise
payment, that’s the only
way we can go, unfortu-
nately,” said Director of
Community Media Mike
Johnson. “We’re being very
conservative with our pur-
chases and only buying
things we absolutely need.”

He called the revenue
issue the “number one

threat” to HCTV as an
organization. 

“It’s affecting every
local access facility around
the country,” said O’Keefe.
“Those organizations are
having to get a little cre-
ative in how they fund
things.”

Johnson indicated that a
more fundamental change
to the funding structure of
public access television
would likely be needed to
solve the problem in the
long term. However, he had
a few ideas to supplement
some of the lost revenue,
including a sports under-
writing program. He indi-
cated that such a program
would be somewhat similar

HCTV Considers Ways to
Combat Funding Issues 
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maintains email addresses,
notifying the customers of the
rate adjustment.”

It was explained by
Sorenson that CPCNH said
they would be willing to
help provide them with a
template and help facilitate
the mailer through a third
party, but wouldn’t be
responsible for sending it
out. 

He also noted that they
would send the notice via
email to anyone they have
email addresses for. 

“It is not their protocol to
issue mailers; rather they
would work with the Town
to facilitate such action
through a third party with
costs to the Town for the
mailing,” Sorenson wrote in
the memo. “He did provide a
template thereof which is
attached.”

It was explained by
Sorenson that they don’t
have enough funds from the
Sustainability Committee to
cover the costs. 

“Funding for this re-
quest would be through the
Sustainability Committee,
5055-2 14, which is insuffi-
cient, and which would need to
be made up within the over-
all budget,” Sorenson wrote.
“The Board should have a
discussion on this matter to
set expectations moving
forward as this exact cir-
cumstance could continue
to occur.”

Selectman Dave Morin
said since their last meeting,
he has done research on the
issue. 

He explained that there
have been some things that
have taken place in other

Energy Rate Increase Spurs 
Contact of Consumer Advocates 

ALEX MALM
HUDSON TIMES————–––

The Community Power
Coalition of NH was once
again discussed during the
most recent Hudson Board
of Selectmen meeting under
old business. 

“As you may recall
Henry Herndon, Acting Gen-
eral Manager of CPCNH,
was asked several questions
including proper protocol
for notification to CPCNH
customers regarding rate
changes, moreover that
which sets a rate higher than
the Eversource rate,” Town
Administrator Roy Soren-
son told the Board of
Selectmen. “He explained
that a particular Coalition
Member may request
CPCNH issue email notifica-
tion of the rate change to all
customers, for whom CPCNH
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Cable Funds
Continued from page 1
to sponsorships, where
local organizations would
provide financial support in
exchange for visibility and
branding opportunities. 

“This is something
we’ve been exploring.
Some of our sister stations
do this, and I’ve heard sto-
ries of stations raising
approximately $25,000
doing this,” he said. “We
would give supporters a
thank you on HCTV, our
social media, and right on
the broadcast for the open-
ing graphic during game
breaks.”

The Director hoped to
focus the underwriting pro-
gram on at least 40 local

sports broadcasts, including
Alvirne games, yearly. He
noted that the idea of
underwriting was nothing
new and that many other
local access networks have
been experimenting with
similar underwriting pro-
grams to make ends meet. 

“I know you’ve been
focusing on sports. Is that
what you’re going to limit
it to? Sporting events?”
asked O’Keefe. “Assuming
you move forward with this
proposal, I think it’d be
important to get some sta-
tistics available for when
you’re pitching this to busi-
nesses, so they know what
they’re getting.”

Johnson stated that he

could expand the program
to other areas like closed
captioning, but planned to
start with high school sport-
ing events, which have
some of the highest viewer-
ship numbers on HCTV.
While he did not foresee
any legal difficulties, John-
son expressed his intention
to discuss the issue with the
Town Attorney and Town
Administrator before mov-
ing forward, saying the pro-
gram could start next Sep-
tember if everything goes
well. 

The Cable Utility Com-
mittee is scheduled to meet
again on Monday, May 12,
at 7 p.m. in the Hudson
Cable Access Center.

Pilla remained active on a
strategic plan committee to
determine what goals
Rodgers Memorial Library
could aim for over the next
few years. 

“One of the things
we’re talking about is the
survey. There is going to be

a survey, the questions still
have to be finalized, but the
survey is not going to be
mailed out, although it will
be available in various
places. You’ll be able to
access it online, we’ll have
paper copies in the library,
but mostly it’ll be a QR

Trustees Prepare Survey for Strategic Plan, Vote to Permanently Abolish Fines 
PAUL CONYERS
HUDSON TIMES————–––

The Rodgers Memorial
Library Board of Trustees
came together for its April
meeting to hear an update
on the library’s strategic
plan. Trustee Lisa Weber
and Library Director Linda

code,” explained Pilla.
“Really, we’re just looking
for honest feedback. Again,
I think I’ve said this many
times, but what can we do
better? What would you
like to see that we’re not
doing, or what would you
like us to stop doing that we
are doing?”

She stated that the sur-
vey would run by early
May and hoped to wrap it
up by the end of that month
for analysis in early June. 

“Paper copies will be at
the library and they can be
returned at the library too,”
added Trustee Karen
Bohrer. 

Without waiting for the
results of the strategic plan,
the Trustees discussed
making their fine-free poli-
cy, which was initially put
in place on a temporary
basis. 

“All late fees had been
waived during the pandem-
ic. Five years later, what do
we do about those fines?”
asked Bohrer. “I’m inclined
to say that we go fine-free
except for a few categories
like the Library of Things

because of the cost of
equipment.”

The fine-free policy
does not extend to the
Library of Things, ILL, or
museum passes. Other
Board members agreed to
eliminate fines long-term. 

“We’ve lived without
fines for five years,” said
Trustee Mimi Guessferd
“All research in library lit-
erature points to the fact
that going fine-free encour-
ages people to return things
much more frequently,
because some people can
be deterred by the fine so
they keep the item instead.”

Treasurer Margaret St.
Onge wanted to know
whether eliminating fines
impacted timely book
returns.

“Do we feel that people
are returning them prompt-
ly? Or do we have to go
after people because they
feel there’s no fine, so a
popular book is being kept
a month?” asked St. Onge.
“Are we finding that is a
burden?”

Pilla stated that later
returns had not been a

major problem. Items that
are damaged, lost, or never
returned will still be billed
for the cost of repair and
replacement. 

Specialized, irreplace-
able equipment like the
library’s 8mm reel-to-reel
camera was also exempt
from the fine-free policy.
According to the Library
Director, it was “surpass-
ingly rare” for anyone to
check out specialized
equipment and such lend-
ing always came with a set
of specialized conditions
for each item. 

“It’s not something
that’s a part of normal rou-
tine. It’s something that’s
handled very specially,”
said Pilla, who otherwise
had no objections to for-
mally abolishing fines. 

The Trustees unani-
mously voted to make their
fine-free status permanent. 

The Rodgers Memorial
Library Board of Trustees
is set to meet on Wednes-
day, May 21, at 6 p.m. in
the Hills Memorial Build-
ing.
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“Memorials of Distinction for People Who Care”

ROGER PELLERIN 
Life Long Hudson Resident

from public input about her
nomination, but said they
have heard several times
Jakoby say, “I’m learning,
I’m learning.”

He explained that Jako-
by and Vurgaropulos had
never served on boards in
Town before and that they
are learning. Morin also
noted that Vurgaropulos
was selected to serve on the
Budget Committee, which
made sense because the
budget is a main focus for
the Board of Selectmen.
Jakoby, who was elected

last year, previously served
as the liaison for the Budget
Committee.

“You need to learn how
the budget works and how
that process goes,” Morin
said.

Jakoby said, “That was
true the first six months of
my tenure here,” when it
comes to saying she was
learning. She also noted
that she is familiar with the
Planning Board, saying she
has been involved with
public input and in a variety
of different ways. “The

Board of Selectmen Selects Planning Board Liaison
ALEX MALM

HUDSON TIMES————–––
At the April 22 Hudson

Board of Selectmen meet-
ing, a discussion took place
regarding who should serve
as the liaison for the Plan-
ning Board for the next
year. Selectman Dave
Morin nominated Board of
Selectmen Vice Chair Bob
Guessferd, who previously
served as the liaison.
Selectman Xen Vurgaropu-
los nominated Selectman
Heidi Jakoby for the posi-
tion. Morin said he heard

best way to learn is to be a
part of it,” Jakoby said.

She also noted that she
thinks everyone is continu-
ing to learn things still. “I
think we’re all life long
learners,” Jakoby said.

She said that she thinks
she would be a good selec-
tion as either an alternate or
regular member of the Plan-
ning Board. She also noted
they heard from the public
about moving people
around from different posi-
tions each year, and also
those from the public who

think it makes sense to keep
what is working. During
public comment, James
Crowley, a member of the
Planning Board, said Jako-
by and Guessferd were the
only two Selectmen who
weren’t on the top five
important boards and com-
mittees, in his view, and that
he thought they should be
selected.

Morin said he would be
willing to give up his alter-
nate spot on the Planning
Board, which he previously
served in. “Then she can

learn,” Morin said.
Jakoby said she thinks

that Guessferd has done a
good job on the Planning
Board and not the reason
she was looking to take over
the position. Dumont said
he looked at the different
liaison assignments based
on everyone’s skill sets, and
that none of the assign-
ments they were selected
for should be looked at neg-
atively.

The next Board of
Selectmen meeting is set for
May 13 at 7 p.m. 

and school districts since
2011 to procure electricity
from a competitive suppli-
er. Since that time, the
aggregation has completed
eleven contract rounds and
has saved members over
$2.5 million,” Sorenson
said. “The Town of Hudson
has been a participant in
this program since 2012
and has saved an estimated
$860,000.”

It was noted by Soren-
son that the current elec-
tricity supply contract will
be expiring in November
of 2025 and NRPC “is
offering the Town the
opportunity to participate
in the successor program

as they prepare to go out
to bid in the coming
months.”

As part of the frequent-
ly asked questions it stated,
“The goal of the Nashua
Region Electricity Supply
Aggregation is to pur-
chase electricity as a
group from a competitive
supplier at a Lower rate
than each member could
receive on its own. By
purchasing as an aggrega-
tion, municipalities and
school districts can offer
electricity suppliers a
Larger demand than if
they each tried to purchase
electricity individually. The
larger demand, in turn,

Selectmen Moves Forward With Electricity Supply Aggregation Program
ALEX MALM

HUDSON TIMES————–––
An agenda item during

the most recent Hudson
Board of Selectmen meet-
ing was in regards to the
Nashua Region Electricity
Supply Aggregation pro-
gram.

“The program is an
aggregation of 17 towns
and school districts in the
Nashua area formed for
the purpose of procuring
electricity from a competi-
tive supplier,” Hudson
Town Administrator Roy
Sorenson wrote in a memo
to the Board of Selectmen.

It was explained by
Sorenson that Hudson has
been participating in the
program since 2012, which
essentially allows them to
get a bulk rate when it
comes to electricity.

“The Nashua Regional
Planning Commission has
been working with towns

allows suppliers to offer a
better rate to the aggrega-
tion than it could to indi-
vidual members. The aggre-
gation also makes it possi-
ble for members to share
the costs of documenting
load data, organizing an
RFP process, selecting a
supplier, conducting negoti-
ations, and managing ener-
gy contracts.”

In terms of how the bid
is selected it states, “NRPC
works with an energy advi-
sor, Standard Power, to
solicit bids from suppliers
and interpret the results.
Price, contract terms, and
prior experience serving

municipalities will be con-
sidered when selecting a
supplier.”

Sorenson explained that
if they can’t beat the Ever-
source cost, then they won’t
take the contract.

“While it is possible to
go through the bid process
and not get a lower price
than the default utility rate,
the aggregation members
would simply exercise their
right to reject all proposals
and choose not to pursue
the project,” the fact sheet
stated.

Based on the Town’s
past savings, Sorenson said
he was recommending that

they continue to participate.
“I recommend that the

Town continue to partici-
pate in the Nashua Region
Electricity Supply Aggre-
gation,” Sorenson said.

It was also noted by
Sorenson during the meet-
ing that the contracts are
typically for two to three
years based on what has
taken place in the past.

The Board of Selectmen
unanimously approved
signing the MOU with
NRPC in order to partici-
pate in the Nashua Region
Electricity Supply Aggrega-
tion program. 
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Editorial
Being a native of New England,

you experience all four seasons, each
offering different outdoor activities
and an outdoor quality of life.

Most of us enjoyed getting outside
and soaking in some fresh air. Howev-
er, my relationship with the outdoors
changed after I was diagnosed with
Chronic Lyme Disease. 

With summer approaching, and in
recognition of Lyme Disease Aware-
ness Month fast approaching, it’s
important to refresh our knowledge
about ticks and Lyme disease. 

Many people believe you must
have a bull’s-eye rash to develop Lyme
disease, but this isn’t always true. Typ-
ically, when a person first contracts
Lyme disease, they may develop flu-
like symptoms after a tick bite, with or
without a rash. 

Lyme disease can affect various
organ systems, including the heart and
central nervous system. Today, Lyme
disease is called “The Great Masquer-
ader” because it can mimic the symp-
toms of many other illnesses. 

Lyme disease can lead to serious
symptoms, such as cardiac arrhyth-
mias and even sudden cardiac arrest.
Neurological symptoms may also
appear, resembling conditions like
Multiple Sclerosis or Parkinson’s dis-
ease. In addition to flu-like symptoms,
some less obvious signs of Lyme dis-
ease include buzzing or tingling sensa-
tions on the skin, burning nerve pain,

significant joint pain, muscle pain, and
extreme muscle stiffness. 

Victims often experience “brain
fog,” resulting in poor memory, diffi-
culties with language skills, and, in
some cases, even dementia. Ticks are
most prevalent in the summer, but they
can bite throughout the entire year. 

Fortunately, there are several ways
to prevent tick bites. Permethrin, a
common synthetic insecticide, can be
applied to clothing to make it tick-
resistant. DEET or Lemon Eucalyptus
Oil can be used as skin insect repel-
lents. Wearing light and bright-colored
clothing can make it easier to spot
ticks. Tucking the bottoms of pant legs
into socks can help prevent ticks from
climbing onto your legs. Additionally,
you can put clothes in a dryer on high
heat for 10 minutes after returning
from outside to kill ticks. 

If a tick becomes attached, remove
it as soon as possible. Place the tick in
a sandwich bag with a small piece of
damp paper towel, noting the date and
the name of the person bitten on the
bag. Bring it to a doctor or send it to a
lab to determine if it carries Lyme dis-
ease or other infections such as Bar-
tonella, Ehrlichia, Babesia, or
Anaplasma. 

Despite the risks, enjoy the fresh
air this season, but take preventive
measures against tick bites, and seek
prompt treatment if necessary. Stay
safe!

Preventing Lyme Disease 
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Letters
When a Town Looks the
Other Way, People Pay

the Price 

To the editor,
Imagine this: You’re

blowing dust off your win-
dows for the fifth time this
week. Your pool’s filled
with sediment. And the
town keeps telling you it’s
not a problem. 

Now imagine learning
the same soil causing all
this may be toxic - and that
the very official who voted
to approve the project just
admitted it. 

That’s what’s happening
in Hudson, NH. 

Rep. Jordan Ulery, who
sits on the Planning Board
and voted to approve the
massive Target Flow Center

project, on Friday, April 18,
declared that the soil on-site
is toxic and contaminating
the nearby river. 

And here’s the twist:
when residents begged for
air monitors back in 2024 -
we were shut down. “Not
needed,” we were told. “No
concerns.” But now, sud-
denly, in spring 2025, those
air monitors are quietly
being installed. 

Why the change? What
did they know and when did
they know it? Were we
breathing in contaminated
dust this whole time? 

Let’s be clear: this isn’t
a political issue - it’s a pub-
lic health crisis in slow
motion. 

The town refused to test
the dust. Residents were

told to do it themselves.
Planning Board members
were denied access to the
site. And the same people
who approved the project
are now distancing them-
selves from the conse-
quences. 

Hudson residents de-
serve more than car washes
and boilerplate emails. We
deserve accountability, test-
ing, and the truth. 

Because if we’ve learn-
ed anything from history -
whether it’s Love Canal,
Flint, or Hinkley - it’s that
silence, delay, and red tape
only serve the powerful.
And it’s the rest of us who
pay the price. 

Victor Oates 
Hudson

Have an Announcement?
This service is provided free of charge to Hudson residents who wish to announce the
birth of their child or grandchild, marriage engagement, wedding or milestone event such
as a Silver Wedding Anniversary. This is a great way to share your news with your local
community. The Hudson Times also accepts obituary notices. Please contact us at 537-
2760 or e-mail to hudsontimes@nutpub.net. 

Trolley 
Continued from page 1

It was explained by
Twardosky during the meet-
ing that the insurance com-
pany thought the cost of it
would be upwards of
$25,000 to replace it. The
quote they ended up receiv-
ing is significantly lower
than that. 

“Mr. Ripaldi’s quote of
$17,000 is well below the
insurance estimate. Per our
current purchasing proce-
dures, this project does not
require a bid process since it
falls under the $20,000
threshold,” Twardosky said. 

Twardosky said they
couldn’t do anything with it
during the winter and they
would be able to get started
on it once they get approval

from the Board of Select-
men. 

“We’re going to get
started on that very shortly,”
he said. 

Twardosky said it’s
going to be similar to what
they have now but newer.
“He’s going to keep that as
original as possible,” he
said. Board of Selectmen
Chair Dillon Dumont asked
if they were going to be
reimbursed for it from the
insurance company if they
had to pay up front.
“They’re sending the Town
a check,” Twardosky said. 

Twardosky said it’s pos-
sible if insurance is collect-
ed from the other insurance
company that they could get
the full value for it. Dumont
asked if there would be any
improvements made with

the extra money. 
“I don’t count on that

money, I count on what they
are definitely giving us,”
Twardosky explained, not-
ing that they haven’t looked
at how they would spend
any extra funds. 

Selectman Dave Morin
asked if they could look into
having a flashing light to let
people know there is an
upcoming red flight.

Dumont said procedu-
rally they should go through
the Highway Safety Com-
mittee. 

Hudson Police Chief
Tad Dionne noted that it can
be a challenging intersec-
tion over the years. “It’s a
tough intersection,” he said.

The Board of Selectmen
unanimously approved the
contract during the meeting.  
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the initial variance request.
Nonetheless, the Planning
Board had a few questions
about the proposal.

“Does the existing lot
before the subdivision have
any monumentation?” ask-
ed Board member James
Crowley, expressing con-
cern over the land surveying
process. “Will the applicant
agree to add a legend on
their proposed monumenta-
tion for the subdivision?”

Maynard stated that
there are no monumentation
markers on the lot, although
the property owner planned
to mark the corners of the
subdivision and was open to
more extensive across the
block. He promised to label
everything on the plan
before starting any con-
struction. 

Board member Victor
Oates wanted to know
whether the proposed subdi-
vision would create a situa-
tion where one or both lots

were no longer in compli-
ance with town zoning
laws. He worried the re-
duced lot size could limit
available parking beyond
what would normally be
allowed.

“Can it be added to the
plan that Zoning will sign
off on the parking side?”
asked Oates. “Agreeing to
the subdivision as-is could
inadvertently create a zon-
ing violation.”

There were other con-
cerns that the change in size
could also interfere with
dimensional requirements. 

“This plan has been
reviewed and signed off on
by the Zoning Administra-
tor, so there is no zoning
violation. There is no zon-
ing issue on this,” said
Interim Town Planner Jay
Minkarah, who clarified
that any previous zoning
violations were resolved
with the original variance.
“Parking requirements are

Ferry Street Subdivision Plan Avoids Some Zoning Issues
PAUL CONYERS
HUDSON TIMES————–––

The Hudson Planning
Board met on April 23 to
hear a presentation from
Joseph Maynard from Ben-
chmark, LLC, who was at
the meeting to outline a
subdivision plan for 71
Ferry Street. 

“The land is a town res-
idential zone, and the total
lot area is .98 acres in size.
Currently, the property is
developed, with one multi-
family building and that
building sits at the south-
west side of the lot,” he
explained. “There are no
wetlands on the site.

The landowner received
a variance to subdivide the
lot last year and the new lot
would be on the northwest
corner of the property. May-
nard called it a “straightfor-
ward subdivision” and pre-
viously agreed to imple-
ment several suggestions
from town officials during

under the town’s site review
requirements, not the zon-
ing ordinance.”

“We’re having com-
ments about zoning on the
lot. We’re the Planning
Board, not the Zoning
Board,” said Board member
Todd Boyer. 

Oates also wanted to
confirm the topography of
the lot.

“The staff report notes
that the site is mostly flat, it

doesn’t identify drainage as
a current concern. What are
your thoughts on recom-
mending that we still in-
clude a condition to address
potential stormwater run-
off?” asked Oates. 

Maynard stated that it
would not be a major issue
due to the small size of the
project and the lack of
grading, while Boyer con-
firmed that other lots in the
area rarely had much of a

problem with stormwater
runoff. 

The plan did not include
any waiver requests and no
member of the public spoke
for or against the proposal.
The Planning Board unani-
mously voted to approve the
subdivision plan.

The next meeting of the
Planning Board is set for
Wednesday, May 14, at 7:05
p.m. in the Buxton Room of
Town Hall.

communities, including last
year when the Consumer
Advocate went to the
Department of Energy to
pause the implementation
of the program in multiple
communities. 

Morin explained that
the reason for it was
because the rates that they

were getting were going to
be higher than the guaran-
teed rate. 

He also noted that some
communities were going to
join this year, but decided
against it after seeing what
the rates would be. “I think
we need to contact the Con-
sumer Advocate ourselves
and get some more informa-

tion,” Morin said. 
Board of Selectmen

Chair Dillon Dumont said he
thinks it’s a good first step to
see if there is a breach of
contract. The Board of
Selectmen ultimately agreed
to have Sorenson contact the
Consumer Advocate for the
state. 

Power Rates
Continued from page 1
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The conditional use per-
mit would include around
1,000 square feet of envi-
ronmental impact to the sur-
rounding wetland buffer
zone created by the place-
ment of the driveway, the
gravel shoulder, drainage,
and grating designed to con-
trol stormwater runoff. The
plan did not involve any
direct wetland impact.

“They’ll be individual
condos. Each will have indi-
vidual ownership, and there
will be individual owner-
ship among all units for the
common area,” said Loring. 

While much of the land
contains wetlands, they
would remain undeveloped
under the current plan. 

“Is this nonresidential if
it’s condominiums?” asked
Commissioner John Walter,
who noted Hudson has a
larger 75-foot wetland
buffer for nonresidential
projects.

Loring assured the Con-
servation Commission that
small, more numerous liv-
ing units counted as “resi-
dential” and that the 50-
foot buffer would apply. 

“I’m a little concerned
about all the ponding work
that’s close to the wetland
area, but you’re going to
have that pretty much con-
trolled by impact materi-
als,” said Walter. 

Secretary Chris
Cameron wanted more clar-

Conservation Commission Approves Wason Road Condo Proposal 
PAUL CONYERS
HUDSON TIMES————–––

The Hudson Conserva-
tion Commission met on
April 14 to hear a presenta-
tion for a conditional use
permit for a property locat-
ed at 134 Wason Rd. Nick
Loring hoped to add two
new homes to the property
on behalf of applicants
Marco and Cindy Plante. 

“It’s about a 24-acre
parcel that currently has one
single-family home on it.
We are looking to extend
that existing driveway and
add two additional homes,”
explained Loring. “The new
homes would be in a condo-
minium form of owner-
ship.”

ity in the plan, especially
regarding a grass swale that
would require grading work
that did not seem to be suit-
ably marked.

“I see it, but it’s not
clear from the plan that
there’s any work happening
here,” said Cameron. “I
would call it out as slope
grading.”

With a focus on the
driveway, the proposal
marked any new pavement
or heavy construction with-
out giving as much atten-
tion to drainage. 

“A swale is still an
impact,” noted Vice-Chair
Ken Dickinson. “You need
a treatment swale to handle
runoff from the driveway.”

Beyond that, the Vice-
Chair stated that the propos-
al seemed “normal” for a
conditional use permit and
was not seriously concerned
about the plan. 

“This impact is pretty
small for such a large prop-
erty,” said Dickinson. “It’s
fairly light usage.”

While it was not neces-
sarily under the purview of
the Conservation Commis-
sion, Cameron made several
recommendations for what
town officials would proba-
bly want to see in a compre-
hensive site plan. 

“I’d want to see any lim-
its of clearing if there are
any, though it looks like it’s
pretty well cleared, and it
should be calling out very
clearly where the grading is

taking place,” he said.
“From a conservation per-
spective, it’s not a require-
ment from us, but you
might want to look at plant-
ing some trees. It would
help mitigate some of the
stormwater.”

Loring agreed to add the
swale to the overall design
plan and was confident the
owners would add extensive
landscaping later on. 

The Conservation Com-
mission unanimously voted
to recommend the condi-
tional use permit. 

The Hudson Conserva-
tion Commission is sched-
uled to meet again on Mon-
day, May 12, at 7 p.m. in the
Buxton Room of Town
Hall.

removing references to any-
thing outside the scope of
land use, like public light-
ing, a larger maximum base
for light poles, and unifor-
mity requirements for light-
ing in parking lots. Due to
their need for large-scale
lighting, many suggestions
focused on parking. 

“You talked about park-
ing, but does this also quali-
fy for walkways?” asked
Board member Julia Paquin,
reading through uniformity
language. “It’s it the side of
buildings or walkways, or is
it only regarding parking
lighting?”

Minkarah confirmed
that uniformity lighting
mainly applied to parking
lots to avoid casting dis-

tracting or disorienting
shadows, although most
other lighting regulations
were more generalized,
applying to different situa-
tions. 

Board member Victor
Oates suggested adding
more exact phrasing for
uniformity requirements,
noting that the current four-
to-one brightness ratio
could make it difficult to
understand how bright or
dim a lighting fixture was
supposed to be.

“For the lumen levels, I
didn’t see that anywhere in
the chapter for lighting,”
said Oates. “I know we pre-
viously discussed breaking
that up by zone. I pulled up
my notes and I think it says

Planning Board Discusses Lighting Land-Use Changes
PAUL CONYERS
HUDSON TIMES————–––

The Hudson Planning
Board hoped to discuss pro-
posed updates to the town’s
land-use regulations with a
focus on outdoor lighting. 

“This initial draft had
allowed some light trespass
onto abutting properties or
public rights of way, and
there were some variations
as to what you could do, but
it was the feeling of the
Board that there should be
no trespass of light onto
abutting properties,” said
Interim Town Planner Jay
Minkarah, giving an exam-
ple of a suggested rule
change. “We should tighten
up the language.”

Other changes included

residential lights have 1,000
lumens per fixture, com-
mercial 3,000, and industri-
al 5,000. Fixtures would
have to meet those. That’s
something that I’d like to
see added in.”

He also argued for more
restrictions on canopy lights
and internally illuminated
signs near residential areas,
at least outside business
hours. 

Chair Tim Malley
reminded the Board that
two-family and single-fami-
ly units are exempt from
lighting regulations. Other
exceptions apply to tempo-
rary lighting in construction
or infrastructure projects
and holiday lighting during
November, December, and

January. 
“The only thing I would

throw out as a caution is
that if you limit the lumens
produced by a light fixture,
you could end up requiring
more to meet life-safety
codes and things like that,”
warned Malley. “You could
also be increasing the num-
ber of poles in a parking
area.”

Alternate Todd Boyer
argued that 3,000 and 5,000
lumens were “not that
bright” and agreed that set-
ting those rates would be
counterproductive. 

Local regulations would
not override state or federal
law. 

“The general principles
need to be applied, with a

practical application on a
case-by-case basis, I think,
which needs to be left to the
Board to determine,” said
Vice-Chair Jordan Ulrey,
who argued for greater flex-
ibility with many lighting
rules. “You’re making an
ordinance, a general ordi-
nance that basically says
don’t go blasting light
everywhere. The individual
ordinance is site-specific,
and no amount of legisla-
tion is going to be able to
address every building
that’s ever built.”

The Hudson Planning
Board is scheduled to meet
again on Wednesday, May
14, at 7:05 p.m. in the Bux-
ton Room of Town Hall.
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or announcement each dur-
ing the pre-election period.
Said announcement was to
be not more than 25 min-
utes.’ I added one minute,
because we don’t do spot
advertising, but if a candi-
date wanted to come in and
speak solely, they could
now do an opening state-
ment, that’s why I added it.”

The change would now
impact candidate inter-
views. Most policy updates
were similarly minor,
although they did attract a
few questions from the
Committee.

“I have a question on
Appendix E. It says HCTV
does not give out copies of

any one program. Is there
any specific reason for
that?” asked member Len
Segal. 

According to Johnson,
giving out copies often
requires writing from the
school district, especially
for events such as local
concerts. 

“I see you moved the
video submission deadline
from two weeks to one week.
You’re okay with that?”
asked Chair Mike O’Keefe.
“That won’t put too much of
a burden on you?”

Johnson promised it
would not be a problem. The
original policy of limiting
video submissions before

Hudson Cable Updates Policies & Streaming Equipment 
PAUL CONYERS
HUDSON TIMES————–––

The April 14 meeting of
the Hudson Cable Utility
Committee saw a series of
updates to the policy and pro-
cedures for cable users. Direc-
tor of Community Media
Mike Johnson hoped to clarify
a few issues for 2025.

“I cleaned up some ver-
biage in our policies and
procedure manual just to
make things a little less con-
fusing,” explained Johnson.
“Say somebody came into
the studio and wanted to do
something solo, they would
have more options. Before,
it was that ‘candidates will
be permitted one interview

elections was designed to
prevent HCTV from getting
overwhelmed at what is typ-
ically a busy time. 

“Sometimes people will
produce something inde-
pendently, and it seems
weird that they might have
an event close to an elec-
tion. They’ll take the time
to record, and we won’t air
it,” he explained. “I think
the one-week deadline
makes a little bit more
sense.”

No member objected to
the changes, which were
unanimously recommended
by the Cable Utility Com-
mittee. The Board of Select-
men must approve any

changes to HCTV policy.
The Director also

announced a crucial equip-
ment update to the HCTV
IT room following the fail-
ure of their channel six
cablecast unit.

“If you visit our cable-
cast screen app or our web-
site on HCTV.com, we have
that ‘watch live’ button in
the top corner, channel six
is missing and that’s
because that unit is toast,”
said Johnson, who was able
to find a newer replacement.
“We’ll now have four
streams, so this will also
host our HD channel.”

Previously, HCTV had
one server for each live

channel. The new unit will
act as a server for all four
live channels, with older
units acting as backups.

The IT room will also
receive a new air condition-
ing unit in time for the
warmer months. 

“That room is where we
keep all of our servers, all of
the equipment for cable-
casting and livestreaming,”
said O’Keefe. “It needs its
own dedicated air condi-
tioning unit to keep it cool,
like most server rooms.”

The Cable Utility Com-
mittee is scheduled to meet
again on Monday, May 12,
at 7 p.m. in the Hudson
Cable Access Center.

The Treasurer also
announced that the library
was “on budget.”

“The budget is up to
almost 75%, and we have
almost another quarter to
go,” said St. Onge. “We’re
doing well; we’re right on.”

In her report to the
Trustees, Library Director
Linda Pilla outlined 78
events held by Rodgers
Memorial in March, which
were attended by around
1,500 people.

“It was everything from
story time, to book groups,
to crafts, to library Jeop-
ardy, planning a stress-free
vacation for the adults,

Dungeons and Donuts,
Mystery Lovers book club,
some introduction to AI to
teach the basics, and of
course we were helping
with the taxes again in
March,” said Pilla, who
added that the tax aid pro-
gram helped process over
500 returns. “We’re very
grateful for everybody that
participated.”

Circulation numbers
were up compared to last
year, especially among
younger age groups. 

“I was pleased to see an
increase in circulation
numbers for ‘tween’ mate-
rials in 2025 over 2024,”

Library Trustees Accepts Wave of Donations from March
PAUL CONYERS
HUDSON TIMES————–––

The Rodgers Memorial
Library Board of Trustees
met on April 16 to hear the
library recently received an
unusually large number of
donations.

“We have received a lit-
tle over $950 in donations,”
reported Treasurer Margaret
St. Onge, with many of the
donations coming from the
children’s program and oth-
ers from Hannaford’s Gro-
cery.  “Anyone who bought
a bag from Hannaford’s,
thank you very much,
because they donated that
money.”

The Hudson Lions Club
also made a donation for
large print books and gener-
al use. The Trustees unani-
mously voted to accept all
donations. 

said Trustee Karen Bohrer. 
Pilla stated that the

library’s department heads
were actively preparing for
what she expected to be a
busy summer season.

“We’re talking about
plans for the summer read-
ing program, getting all the
staff up to speed on what
the forms are that we’re
using this year to get all the
people registered,” said
Pilla. “When things happen,
it comes in a big rush, so it
helps to have the staff pre-
pared.”

The next department
head meeting will happen
on Thursday, May 8 at 1

p.m., followed by an all-
staff meeting on Friday,
May 9 at 8 a.m.

In combination with
their update to library
bylaws, the Trustees also
moved forward with a new
dismissal policy.

“What it is in its entire-
ty is the RSA covering dis-
missals of library employ-
ees. New Hampshire is not
an ‘at-will’ employer of
library employees, so there
is a procedure for any
library employee facing dis-
missal,” said Bohrer. “One
thing Linda was wondering
about, and I was  too, was
whether the policy should

include specifics like
employees put on adminis-
trative leave and if those
employees would still have
their emails and logins to
systems.”

Bohrer recommended
getting legal advice before
putting anyone on adminis-
trative leave, and that the
procedure would likely fol-
low a case-by-case basis.
Typically, library staff
members cannot be dis-
missed without good cause. 

The Rodgers Memorial
Library Board of Trustees is
set to meet on Wednesday,
May 21, at 6 p.m. in the
Hills Memorial Building.
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the Policy Sub-Committee
for the upcoming year, from
the Board of Selectmen.
“At this point in time we
have a lot of work to do
here,” Hudson Town Ad-

ministrator Roy Sorenson
explained during the meet-
ing. He explained that in
view the sub-committee “is
pretty important.”

“I would like to figure
out who the next two
Selectmen will be,” Soren-
son said during the meeting.

In a memo to the Board
of Selectmen, Sorenson
explained that at the “Sept.
3, 2024, Board of Select-
men Meeting, a Policy Sub-
Committee was formed to
include two Selectmen, the
Town Administrator, and
the Department Head as
appropriate for any policy
that is being reviewed.” It
was noted by Sorenson that
the sub-committee previ-

Selectmen Choose Its Policy Sub-Committee Members
ALEX MALM

HUDSON TIMES————–––
An agenda item during

the April 22 Hudson Board
of Selectmen meeting, was
in regards to who will be on

ously included Selectman
Heidi Jakoby and Select-
man Kara Roy until the
recent March election.

Roy, who was up for re-
election opted against run-
ning for re-election this
year.

“At this time it would be
prudent for the Board to
reassign members to this
committee to continue with
much needed work in this
area,” Sorenson wrote.
Board of Selectmen Chair
Dillon Dumont explained
that he thought it made
sense to have Jakoby stay
on as a representative from
the Board of Selectmen,
saying he was happy with
the work she has done on it.

Newly elected Select-
man Xen Vurgaropulos vol-
unteered to join the sub-
committee this year. The
Board of Selectmen unani-
mously approved selecting
Jakoby and Vurgaropulos
for the sub-committee.

Also during the meeting,
the Board of Selectmen
heard a proposal from the
Police Department. “The
Police Department would
like to meet at the next
scheduled Board of Select-
men meeting on Tuesday,
April 22, 2025 for permis-
sion to withdraw money
from the Bullet Proof Vest
Capital Reserve Account to
purchase replacement Bullet
Proof Vests from the Fiscal
Year 2025 Police Budget,”
Hudson Police Chief Tad
Dionne wrote in a memo to
the Board of Selectmen.

It was explained by
Dionne that the total price
for the purchase would be
$22,492.20. The Board of
Selectmen unanimously ap-
proved the proposal to pur-
chase 15 bullet proof vests
from the Bullet Proof Vest
Capital Reserve Account.

In other news, during the
consent agenda portion of
the meeting, the Board of
Selectmen unanimously ap-
proved a donation for the
Fire Department. “We re-
ceived a check for donation
for $400 from The Bar locat-
ed at 2B Burnham Road in
Hudson,” Hudson Fire Chief
Scott Tice wrote in a memo.
We would request the Board
of Selectmen accept this
donation with thanks.”

The next Board of
Selectmen meeting is set for
May 13 at 7 p.m. 

thing” was needed if the
town was going to build a
trail and open the land up
for local hikers. 

“I don’t think people
know that’s there,” he said,
suggesting the addition of a
trailhead sign, even if the
land did not warrant a full
kiosk. 

Commissioner John
Walters suggested asking a
state forester to survey the
land, while Vice-Chair Ken
Dickinson suggested trying
to remove invasive plants in
the area, in addition to the
trash clean-up. 

“So, this year at the

Tiger Road property we’ll
establish a loop trail, we’ll
get rid of all the trash that’s
there, and we’ll have all of
the trail signs made up,”
said Murphy. 

Another uncertain goal
of the Commission was
whether or not to maintain
open space at Rangers
Town Forest.

“We had a tree harvest
there a while back, and they
created a landing for the
harvest. It’s open space
now, and I’d like to just go
ahead and put some seed
down to allow grass to
grow, maybe the standard

Conservation Commission to Built Trails on Tiger Road Land
PAUL CONYERS
HUDSON TIMES————–––

The Hudson Conserva-
tion Commission met on
April 14 to discuss future
goals regarding conserva-
tion property on Tiger Road
and near Robinson Pond. 

“We had the opportunity
to walk it. I think we scout-
ed a potential trail along the
shoreline, but we noticed
quite a bit of trash out there,
which we obviously need to
take care of,” said Chair
Carl Murphy. “Do you think
we need a kiosk out there?”

Secretary Chris Cam-
eron argued that “some-

conservation mix so we can
maintain it as open space,”
Murphy suggested. 

He added that such a
mix would need to be down
within the next few weeks
to be effective.

“How big is the area?”
asked Cameron.

Nobody had an exact
number, but Dickinson stat-
ed the space was at least
100 feet wide, and that it
could “extend back as far as
you want it to” with several
thousand square feet.

“We have to decide
whether or not we have to
mow it, either every year or

every other year,” said
Dickinson. “I guess that
will have to be a decision to
make down the line.”

As with Tiger Road,
suggestions were for signs
to guide hikers through any
trails going through the
open space. 

“I think this would be a
good use of our time this
year,” said Dickinson, refer-
ring to the process of getting
both properties ready for
recreation. “If we do some-
thing out on the Tiger Road
property, we should spend
some time at Rangers too.”

Murphy agreed to do a

walkthrough of the new open
space to see how large the
open space was and to pre-
pare a conservation mixture,
hoping to get everything
planted soon. The Commis-
sion unanimously agreed to
expend up to $100 for the
purchase of the seed mix
needed for the new open
space. They informally
agreed annual mowing would
be needed to prevent shrub
growth in the coming years. 

The Conservation Com-
mission is set to meet on
Monday, May 12, at 7 p.m.
in the Buxton Room of
Town Hall.
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SHANE BALL
HUDSON TIMES————–––

It was another week of
misfortune for the Lady
Broncos Varsity Softball
team. Alvirne opened up
against Windham on Mon-
day. They gave up a whop-
ping 12 runs in just the
sixth inning. 

This inning featured a
walk from Mitrou, a single
from Wright, a single from
Vickers, a single from
Runde, a tag-up from
Wright, and a walk by Bal-
lard that gave the Jaguars
one run each. A double
from Pendleton gave the
Jaguars three more runs.
Mitrou hit a double, adding
another run. Wright also hit
a double that resulted in
two more runs.

A pair of walks in the
top of the first inning gave
Windham their first two
scores of the day. The
Jaguars added to their lead
with an impressive second

Broncos Varsity Softball Struggle to Find First Victory
inning where Grace Soucy,
Arianna DeCotis, and Lily
Carballeira each scored a
run. 

First Baseman Ryleigh
Dressel (#17) led the Bron-
cos with two runs batted in. 

Alvirne gave up 19 total
hits to Windham in this
game, nine of which came
in that 12-run sixth inning.
The Jaguars defeated the
Broncos 19-2.

The Broncos then faced
off against the Nashua
South Purple Panthers on
Wednesday. The Broncos
scored the first run of the
game in the top of the first
inning after a fielder’s
choice.

It didn’t take long for
the Purple Panthers to gain
and maintain the lead in this
one after a single and a
ground out gave them two
runs in the bottom of the
first inning. 

Nashua South turned it
on in the second inning,
scoring nine runs on four
hits. A single from Paradis

led to two runs, walks from
Leblond and Marvin added
on two more, Richard and
Donaghey were both struck
by pitches that gave Nashua
South two more runs, a dou-
ble from Koskela added
another two runs, a double
from Njau added one run,
and a single from Paradis
added another run.

The Purple Panthers got
another four hits in the bot-
tom of the third inning.
Three singles, one batter
struck by another pitch, and
a run on a fielder’s choice
led to six more runs in this
inning.

The Purple Panthers
tacked on five more runs in
the bottom of the fourth
inning after singles from
Njau and Richard and a
walk from Leblond.

Dressel led the Broncos
with two runs batted in on
the day. Catcher Nyiah
Stroming (#16) led the team
in hits after going 2-for-3.
Alvirne fell to Nashua
South 2-22. 

The Broncos played
their final game of the week
against Exeter, where again
their opponents took off
running early. The Exeter
Blue Hawks scored six runs
to open up the game after
two errors, a ground out, a
walk, and a double. They
led the Broncos 7-0 by the
end of the second inning.

It wasn’t until the bot-
tom of the third inning that
Alvirne would see their first
run after a solo home run to
right field by Catcher Cori
Sevigny (#2). 

The top of the seventh
inning featured nine more
runs for the Blue Hawks on
eight hits.

Sevigny and Stroming
continued to show life for
the Alvirne Broncos, put-
ting up their only two runs
of the outing. Exeter defeat-
ed Alvirne with a final score
of 18-2.

Alvirne (0-6) will take
on Keene (1-4) on May 5 as
they look to gain their first
win of the season.

Avery Willard
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teamed up, defeating their
matchup 8-3. This gave the
girls a respectable 6-3
record for the game against
a strong opponent in Winna-
cunnet.

The girls played against
Goffstown in Manchester
on Wednesday. 

Emma Coppi (#1) set
the tone with an 8-0 victory
in her singles match. Bel-
more (#2) beat her opponent
8-3. O’Leary (#3) and
Proulx (#5) each finished
strong with 8-6 wins,
respectively. Giroux (#6)
took down her opponent
easily with a score of 8-1,
capping the fifth victory of
the six singles matches. The
girls also swept all three
doubles matches, totalling
an 8-1 victory for the Lady
Broncos on the day. 

The girls capped off
their week with a perfect 9-

0 victory against Bow High
School on Friday. 

Emma Coppi and
Proulx both won their sin-
gles matches with a score
of 8-1. Belmore and Giroux
won their singles matches
8-3. O’Leary won her
match 8-6. Auri Anderson
filled in for Sammie
Schiller on Friday, earning
herself her first win in her
first match of the season
with a statement 8-2 win.
Anderson teamed up with
Proulx to add on to the suc-
cessful day with an 8-4 win
in the third doubles match.

The boys could not find
a win in their three matches
this week. They started
their week against Winna-
cunnet on Monday. They
lost all nine matches, not
many of which were very
close. The Broncos took on
Goffstown on Wednesday,

Girls’ Tennis Continues to Dominate, Boys Hit a Road Bump
SHANE BALL

HUDSON TIMES————–––
The Broncos Girls Var-

sity Tennis team continues
to impress this season. They
went undefeated on the
week, taking down Winna-
cunnet, Goffstown, and
Bow. The girls are now 6-1
on the season.

Winnacunnet made for
some competitive matches
on Monday, with most set-
tled by just two points. The
Broncos closed out four sin-
gles matches and two dou-
bles matches. Lilly Belmore
(#2) won her match 8-5.
Sammie Schiller (#4), Ella
Proulx (#5), and Aliana
Giroux (#6) each won their
matches 8-6.

Belmore (#2) and her
partner, Zailyn O’Leary
(#3), took down their dou-
bles opponents 8-5. Proulx
(#5) and Giroux (#6)

where they would go score-
less in three singles matches
and one doubles match.
Sam Hergenhahn (#1) was
involved in the only two
match wins on the day, win-
ning his singles match 8-2
and his doubles match
alongside Owen Surprenant
(#3) 8-3. Hergenhahn is
now 5-3 on the season in
singles and 4-3 in doubles
matches.

The shorthanded Bron-
cos struggled in their
matchup against Bow on
Friday. Alex Valenzuela and
Brian Bartone filled in for
Sean Mendes and Owen
Surprenant as Alvirne faced
yet another 0-9 defeat. 

Alvirne is headed to
Spring break this week. The
girls will return on May 5 at
home against Portsmouth,
and the boys will be in
Portsmouth on May 6.
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––– NOW HIRING –––

Sam Hergenhahn (#1)

far. The rehabilitation plan
will also include improved
drainage swales to prevent
water from causing more
damage in the future. 

Madden went into detail
about plans to install a secu-
rity camera at the dog park.

“It was requested from
various people that they
would like to have a camera
within the park, although
Jay from DPW stated that it
would be better to have the
Friends of Benson purchase
it. The money would be
more scrutinized if pur-
chased by the town,” he
said. “We would have some-
one to manage the camera,
change the batteries, pay for
a subscription, etc. I would
think that it’s not going to
be worth it, that’s my opin-
ion.”

He stated that he believ-

ed a camera at the entrance
of the dog park was a good
idea in principle, though
through the Benson Park
Committee with its limited
budget. 

“I don’t think we have a
compelling need to put a
camera in the dog park,”
said Madden. “The context
is that if you have two dogs
who have a negative inter-
action, you’d have a video
record of it.”

Most of the Committee
agreed, voting not to ap-
prove directly adding cam-
eras to the dog park. 

The new Selectman
Liaison, Heidi Jakoby,
asked the Chair to keep her
updated on the situation. 

“It works out really
well whenever somebody
asks me a question as a rep
on a committee,” said Jako-

Progress Being Made on Dog Park Rehabilitation Project
PAUL CONYERS
HUDSON TIMES————–––

The Benson Park Com-
mittee met on April 17 to
discuss recent progress on
their dog park rehabilitation
program, which saw limited
progress during winter. 

“I checked in this morn-
ing with Jeremy Faulkner,
he is the DPW’s street
working leader, and they did
a good job. They placed dirt
filling in the holes, they
graded it, and I just stuck
my head in on the way
there, and it looks very, very
good,” said Chair Jack Mad-
den, who was grateful to the
Department of Public
Works for their willingness
to help. “There were people
using the park tonight.
That’s a good sign.”

Other members were
impressed by the work so

by. “I look forward to serv-
ing on this committee.”

Natalie Newell from the
Friends of Benson Park
announced that the nonprof-
it organization was still
looking for summer volun-
teers at the Elephant Barn
store, which had to cut
hours this year due to a lack
of staff.

“We’re looking for help
on Saturdays, it’s the only
day we’re going to be open

this season from noon to 4
p.m.,” she said. 

On the topic of volun-
teers, she invited Commit-
tee members and all resi-
dents to Nashua’s Greater
Nashua Volunteer Fair.

“I’ve done this the last
couple of years for the
Friends of Benson Park,
we’ve had a table,” said
Newell. “What it is are a
bunch of nonprofits that are
looking for volunteers that

have tables set up within the
Nashua Library, and they
come in to talk to nonprofits
who are looking for help.”

The Fair is set to happen
on Thursday, May 22, from
5 to 7 p.m. at Nashua Public
Library. 

The Benson Park Com-
mittee is set to meet on
Thursday, May 15, at 7 p.m.
in the Hudson Cable Access
Center.
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–– 603-391-4639 –– 

PFOA PROGRAM IS BACK!
Offering Zero Out of Pocket

for Treatment System
Call John at Mainline Plumbing

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

• PLUMBING

• WELL PUMPS

• WATER

TREATMENT

the Aviation Museum of
N.H., the run/walk event
will take participants on a
winding route through
bucolic North Londonder-
ry, highlighted by the
newest stretch of the Lon-
donderry Rail Trail.

The race starts at 9 a.m.
and is open to all runners
and walkers. The event is a
fund-raiser to support the
non-profit Aviation Muse-
um’s youth education pro-
grams, which include an

annual summer camp and
student plane-building
projects at three N.H. high
schools.

Registration for the
‘Run the Rail Trail 4-
Miler’ is $40; $35 for those
12 and under and 62 or
above. Registration on
Race Day is $50 per per-
son. The first 100 regis-
trants will receive an offi-
cial “Run the Rail Trail 4-
Miler” shirt.

Participants may regis-

‘Run the Rail Trail 4-Miler’ Set to Take Off at Aviation Museum
This charity run/walk

event route includes Lon-
donderry Rail Trail on Sat-
urday, May 3. There are
three weeks remain to
enjoy discounted advance
registration.

Get outside and wel-
come spring with the 4th
annual ‘Run the Rail Trail
4-Miler’ on Saturday, May
3. Sign up before Race Day
and enjoy a generous pre-
registration discount.

Starting and finishing at

ter online at www.run-
signup.com; under “Find a
Race,” search for “Aviation
Museum.”

New this year: partici-
pants can register to be a
“fundraiser” and enlist sup-
port from friends and fami-
ly to aid the non-profit Avi-
ation Museum of N.H. Sup-
porters may also donate
directly to the Aviation
Museum of N.H. via the
road race registration page.

Starting at the Aviation
Museum of N.H.’s historic
1937 terminal building at 27
Navigator Road, the course
will first wind through light-
ly-trafficked streets of North
Londonderry.

The route, which
includes two water stops,
will then take participants
along the recently opened

1.2-mile section of the
Londonderry Rail Trail,
which passes through the
remote Little Cohas Brook
Reservoir area.

The route will then take
runners and walkers back
to the Aviation Museum
and the finish line.

“Our ‘Run the Rail
Trail 4-Miler’ is a great
way to celebrate spring, get
outside and have fun, all
while supporting a great
cause,” said Jeff Rapsis,
executive director of the
Aviation Museum of N.H.

Because the route
includes several stretches
of roadway with a narrow
shoulder, the event is not
recommended for partici-
pants with strollers. Also,
no pets are allowed.

Traffic control and

security will be provided
by the Londonderry Police
and Fire departments.

The Aviation Museum
is also seeking volunteers
for Race Day. If you’re
interested in helping out,
contact Leah Dearborn at
(603) 669-4877 or at ldear-
born@nhahs.org.

Sponsors include Sig-
nature Aviation of Man-
chester, Summit Packaging
Systems of Manchester and
the Backyard Brewery of
Manchester.

In addition, the muse-
um is seeking business and
community sponsors to
help defray costs of organ-
izing the event. For infor-
mation about sponsorships,
contact Jeff Rapsis at (603)
236-9237 or at jraps-
is@nhahs.org.

Community Media Mike
Johnson. “It’s good to see
that across the different
platforms, people are seek-
ing information from us.”

He singled out and
thanked residents Dianne
Cannava, Pete Lanzillo,
Selectman Heidi Jakoby, and
the town department heads
for their content creation
work related to the election
and set new goals for 2026. 

“We want to continue
improving scheduling con-
cerning candidates to make
it easier for everyone,” he
continued. “That’s one
thing I dropped the ball on a
little bit this year, and I need

to make sure I get the infor-
mation to the Town Clerk
so it goes straight to the
candidates so it goes
straight to them when they
sign up for the election.”

Johnson also announc-
ed progress on several on-
going goals from the end of
last year.

“We finished the elec-
tion and political season, we
filled our production coordi-
nator vacancy, and we com-
pleted our podcast about a
handicapped accessible
stage in our studio. That
way, if somebody comes in
with a wheelchair, they’re
able to just go right in at

Cable Access Committee Plans for New Year, Discusses Closed Captions
PAUL CONYERS
HUDSON TIMES————–––

The Hudson Cable Util-
ity Committee held its first
meeting of 2025 on April 14
with a review of HCTV’s
coverage of the town’s
March election season. 

“I felt we had a very
successful run this year. We
produced 29 videos on our
social media/website, and I
tallied up all the viewership
numbers. These were videos
like Meet the Candidate, the
deliberative sessions, the
warrant article videos, and
we tallied in at 25,978
views across those plat-
forms,” reported Director of

ground level,” he said. “The
cablecast phone app is avail-
able now, and we’ve done
some tutorials for folks
looking to access that.”

According to Johnson,
expected Town Hall up-
grades related to HCTV are
still “in review,” beyond the
addition of wireless HDMI
transmitters designed to
improve the visual quality
of videos on the town site.
HCTV upgrades are not
expected until the upcom-
ing renovations to Town
Hall have been completed. 

Looking at a few of
HCTV’s future goals, Com-
mittee Chair Mike O’Keefe

asked the Director and the
rest of his committee to
consider ways to implement
closed captioning support
for its programming.

“The system we use to
cablecast and livestream
and all that already has the
capability to do closed cap-
tioning for the program-
ming,” he said. “It’s an
automated process; it uses
the cloud to listen to the
audio and tries to figure out
what you’re saying.”

He warned that it was
“not a free service,” but an
add-on to the current sys-
tem with per-minute costs,
something HCTV has been

reluctant to implement due
to budgetary concerns,
especially for longer meet-
ings and events. 

“A lot of communities
offer captioning, and if we
were a bigger community
we’d be required to do it in
the next year or two,” said
O’Keefe. “But just because
we’re not required, doesn’t
mean we shouldn’t do it, as it
opens up our programming
to a wider community.”

He raised the possibility
of submitting a grant pro-
posal to fund captioning.
The system covers live
events and translations to
other languages. 
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continued on page 15

PUT YOUR
BUSINESS CARD

HERE!
Call Details at (603)537-2760  

or email ads@nutpub.net

AROUND TOWNAROUND TOWNAROUND TOWN
Around Town Policy: This section is meant to be used to announce free events to the communities. All
Around Town/Calendar Items will be held to 100 words maximum. All free announcements in the
Around Town/Calendar section can run a maximum of three weeks. The deadline for a submission is
each Monday at 5 p.m. Please send items to hudsontimes@nutpub.net. 

Loyalty Day

The Hudson VFW Post
5791 will hold its Loyalty
Day Ceremony at the Post, 15
Bockes Rd., Hudson on May
2, the social starts at 6:30
p.m., with the ceremony at 7
p.m. The Ceremony is to
honor those in the community
who go above and beyond in
serve it. This will include first
responders, teachers, employ-
ees, and Patriots Pen winners
from Hudson and Litchfield.

Spring Artisan Craft Fair

On Sat. May 17, from
9:30 a.m. - 4 p.m., at St.
Peter's Church, Mammoth
Rd., at 3 Peabody Row Lon-
donderry experience a Artisan
Craft Fair. Stroll through over
70 booths of original, creative
artisan crafts. Whether you're
looking to buy unique crafts
or works of art including jew-
elry, baskets, quilts, wooden
goods, art of various media,
windchimes, soaps, pet
accessories and a host of
many others, you will be cer-
tain to find the perfect treas-
ure. Satisfy your appetite

with a grilled burger or hot-
dog at the 'St. Peter's Bistro'
grill or purchase delectable,
homemade baked treats.
Don't forget to try your luck
with the ever popular raffles
or to look for bargains at the
great-deals tag sale. The fair
benefits the local community
and serves as a fundraiser for
the church.  It will be held
rain, or shine. For more infor-
mation, visit https://stpeter-
slondonderry.org/ 

Benson Park Saturday
Cleanup  

Please join the Friends of
Benson Park for Park
Cleanup Day the third Satur-
day of every month to help
keep Benson Park clean and
beautiful. Donate whatever
time you can between the
hours of 9 a.m. and 2 p.m.
Tools are available but bring
your own shovels, rakes,
pruners, loppers, etc. if you
have them. This is a great
opportunity to serve the town,
meet new people and enjoy
the outdoors. Lunch will be
provided. Sign up online by
going to the Friends of Ben-

is a great opportunity for a fun
night out combining dining,
entertainment and gaming
while helping to raise money
for the planned Benson's
Museum and Discovery Cen-
ter. Get out and have some fun
while supporting the Friends
of Benson Park and the Nash
Casino! For more information
about the Friends of Benson
Park, check out our website
friendsofbensonpark.org or
facebook.com/friendsofben-
sonpark. 

Movers & Shakers 

Come to Rodgers Memo-
rial Library on Wednesdays at
10 a.m. and 10:30 a.m., for a
Toddler storytime for kids
that don't sit still for long.
Movement, songs, bubbles,
and stories for ages 1-3. 

Teen Hangout 

On Mondays, Tuesdays,
and Thursdays at 2 p.m.
(except last week of month)
at the Rodgers Memorial
Library Teens are invited to
relax in our teens only space.
Snacks, games, crafts, and
Nintendo Switch available. A
different theme each week. 

Brunch Bunch 

On Fridays at 11 a.m., Eat
pancakes and talk about
books you love or hate at
Rodgers Memorial Library.
For students entering 5th-
12th grades. Those attending
will be divided by age (Tween
10-13 and Teen 13-18) if the

group is large enough. 

Library Scholarship

The Friends of the
Library are eager to assist
area high school seniors in
their quest for higher educa-
tion by offering the $1,000
Leonard A. Smith Memorial
Scholarship. High school
seniors must be Hudson resi-
dents for at least six months
and plan to attend a college,
university, or vocational/tech-
nical school. Applications
need to be submitted by May
1, with an essay explaining
how participation in the
library community aided their
high school success. Visit
High School Guidance De-
partments, Rodgers Memori-
al Library and Friends of the
Library webpage for applica-
tions and guidelines. 

Dino the Therapy Dog

Every Tuesday at 4 p.m.,
come meet Dino, the therapy
dog at the Rodgers Memorial
Library. Dino is a St. Bernard
who loves to make new
friends.

Clean Water Survey 

Clean water is more than
a resource; it's the lifeline of
our community. Your voice
holds the power to shape a
healthier water future for you
and for generations to come.
Survey at www.surveymon-
key.com/r/VOWNOV2024.
As an added bonus, when you
complete the survey, you'll

have the chance to enter to
win one of 25 fixed-mount or
handheld water-saving show-
erheads, making your contri-
bution to clean water even
more rewarding.

Overeaters Anonymous

Is food a problem for
you? Do you eat when you
are not hungry? Is your
weight affecting the way you
live your life? Overeaters
Anonymous, no dues, no
fees, no weigh-ins no diets.
Meetings are on Tuesday's
from 9 - 10 a.m., at St. Eliza-
beth Seton Church 190 Meet-
inghouse Rd., Bedford, use
the rear doors for access to
the meeting room in the
church basement. Contact Pat
At 603-289-8476 Or Jane At
603-674-6540 With Any
Questions (Not Affiliated
With Any Private Or Public
Organization)

A Good Yarn

On Tuesdays at 5 p.m.,
come to the Rodgers Memor-
ial Library to Share tips,
tricks, and stories while you
work on your latest project
and connect with fellow fiber
enthusiasts. Bring your own
supplies and stitch the
evening away.

Drop In Stitchers

Come to the Rodgers
Memorial Library every Fri-
day at 9:15 a.m. for this craft
group. If you love to craft,

son Park website friendsof-
bensonpark.org and provid-
ing your email address in the
“Contact Us” section.

Legion Meeting

The next Monthly Gener-
al Membership Meeting for
Post 48 will be May 5 begin-
ning at 6 p.m.

Adventurers Storytime 

On Tuesdays at 10 a.m.,
join Ms. Tanya for stories,
songs, games, and activities
at the Rodgers Memorial
Library. For ages 3-5. 

Digital Navigators 

On Tuesdays at 1 p.m.,
Digital Navigators provide
personalized, one-on-one
support to help you with your
tech needs at the Rodgers
Memorial Library. 

Casino Fund Raiser

The Nash Casino, located
within the Pheasant Lane
Mall, will be donating a por-
tion of every dollar earned
from April 29 - May 5 to the
Friends of Benson Park. This

◆ ◆

SERVICE DIRECTORY
◆ ◆

JUNK CARS • SCRAP METAL
“If It’s Metal, We’ll Take It”

For more details call: 
S&S Metals Recycling Inc.

603-537-1000 or       877-537-1007
196 Rockingham Rd., Londonderry, NH

TOLL
FREE

PICK UP SERVICE AVAILABLE

SCOTT LAVOIE CONSTRUCTION LLC
ROOFING • SIDING • MASONRY
ROOF SNOW & ICE REMOVAL

FULLY INSURED
FREE ESTIMATES

1-603-434-8910
1-603-571-8688

ScottLavoieConstructionLLC.com

SCOTT LAVOIE

We Work All Year!
Snow Removal Offered

www.snhqualityroofing.com
603-818-4075

God Bless

Defrancesco’s
Southern New Hampshire

––– QUALITY –––
ROOFING, SIDING & CONTRACTING

Asphalt, Metal & Rubber Roofing 
Siding • Windows • Doors • Additions

Senior
Citizen & 
Veteran

Discount

Collins Bros. Painting Co.
Mark & Jack Collins

• Interior & Exterior
• Power Washing
• Light Carpentry

603-886-0668 • 603-507-5936
Fully Insured
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CLASSIFIED ADS
$100 PER WORD

Ad Will Run in Our Newspaper and Reach 
All Homes in Londonderry & 

Nearly 3,000 Readers in Hudson!

Deadline for placing ads is MMoonnddaayy aatt 33 pp..mm.. 
for that week’s publication. 
ALL ADS MUST BE PRE-PAID 

$15 MINIMUM CHARGE
Minimum charge does not include bold type.

e-mail text to:
billing@nutpub.net

Call: 
537-2760 

◆ ◆

Classified Advertising 
◆ ◆
READERS ARE CAUTIONED that we occasionally run ads that require an initial investment or money in advance. We urge our
readers to “do their homework” before responding to any ad, check out the advertiser thoroughly and verify their claims to your
total satisfaction. Only then should you proceed at your own risk. We try to screen ads that require you to send money before
receiving a product or service. But these efforts are no substitute for your own investigation, and we don’t endorse or guarantee
any claims made in any of the ads we publish. If you want more information about claims made in ads on subjects such as work
at home opportunities, travel or vacation specials, purchasing land or vehicles from government surplus or below wholesale,
loans or other credit opportunities (including credit repair), or weight loss and other health products and services, we urge you
to contact the Office of Attorney General, Consumer Protection Bureau, 33 Capitol Street, Concord, NH 03301 (603-271-3641) or
the Better Business Bureau at 603-224-1991. Publisher is not responsible for any loss of business if an ad does not run,
and we reserve the right to revoke any ad if deemed necessary. No refunds will be given for prepaid ads.

◆ ◆

Local Classifieds
LOCAL LISTINGS FOR LOCAL READERS

YARD SALE

Call 537-2760 to place your an ad
for your yard sale for $1 per word!

◆ ◆

National/Regional Listings
Find Ads From Around New England and Across the Country

◆ ◆

National/Regional Listings
Find Ads From Around New England and Across the Country

AUTO DONATION
Donate Your Car, Truck, Boat,
RV and more to support our
veterans! Schedule a Fast,
Free vehicle pickup and
receive a top tax deduction!
Call Veteran Car Donations at
1-888-305-7286 today!

Donate Your Car to Veterans
Today! Help and Support our
Veterans. Fast - Free pick up.
100% tax deductible. Call 1-
800-245-0398

FINANCIAL
Wesley Financial Group, LLC

Timeshare Cancellation
Experts. Over $50,000,000 in
timeshare debt and fees can-
celled in 2019. Get free infor-
mational package and learn
how to get rid of your time-
share! Free Consultations.
Over 450 positive reviews.
Call 877-621-7517.

HEALTH
Viagra and Cialis Users! 50
Generic Pills Special $119!
Shipped discreetly to your
home. 100% guaranteed.
24/7 Call Now! 800-709-

3080.

HOME SERVICES
Get Dish Satellite TV + Inter-
net! Free install, Free HD-
DVR Upgrade. 80,000 On-
Demand Movies, Plus Limit-
ed Time Up To $600 In Gift
Cards. Call Today! 1-866-
299-7135.

MEDICAL SUPPLIES
Portable Oxygen Concentra-
tor may be covered by
Medicare! Reclaim independ-
ence and mobility with the
compact design and long-

lasting battery of Inogen One.
Free information kit! Call
888-520-9687.

MISCELLANEOUS
!!Old Guitars Wanted!! Gib-
son, Fender, Martin, Etc.
1930's to 1980's. Top Dollar
Paid. Call Toll Free 1-866-
433-8277.

Portable Oxygen Concentra-
tor May Be Covered by
Medicare! Reclaim independ-
ence and mobility with the
compact design and long-
lasting battery of Inogen One.
Free information kit! Call
877-305-1535.

Inflation is at 40 year highs.
Interest rates are way up.
Credit cards. Medical bills.
Car loans. Do you have $10k
or more in debt? Call Nation-
al Debt Relief and find out
how to pay off your debt for
significantly less than what
you owe! Free quote: Call 1-
844-955-4930.

We buy houses for cash as
is! No repairs. No fuss. Any
condition. Easy three step
process: Call, get cash offer
& get paid. Get your fair cash
offer today by calling Liz
Buys Houses: 1-844-877-
5833.

Don't let the stairs limit your
mobility! Discover the ideal
solution for anyone who
struggles on the stairs, is
concerned about a fall or
wants to regain access to
their entire home. Call
AmeriGlide today! 1-833-
399-3595.

Home break-ins take less
than 60 seconds. Don't wait!
Protect your family, your
home, your assets now for as
little as 70¢/day! 1-844-591-
7951.

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can
install a new, custom bath or
shower in as little as one day.
For a limited time, waving all
installation costs! (Additional
terms apply. Subject to
change and vary by dealer.
Offer ends 6/30/25. 1-844-
501-3208.

MobileHelp America's pre-
mier mobile medical alert
system. Whether you're
home or away. For safety &
peace of mind. No long term
contracts! Free brochure!
Call 1-888-489-3936

Replace your roof w/the best
looking & longest lasting
material steel from Erie Metal

advanced debris-blocking
gutter protection. Schedule a
Free LeafFilter estimate
today. 20% off Entire Pur-
chase. Plus 10% Senior &
Military Discounts. Call 1-
855-925-2643.

Prepare For Power Outages
with Briggs & Stratton Pow-
erProtect(TM) standby gen-
erators-the most powerful
home standby generators
available. Industry-leading
comprehensive warranty-7
years ($849 value)Proudly
made in the USA. Call Briggs
& Stratton 1-866-471-3947.

Prepare For Power Outages
Today with a Generac Home
Standby Generator. Act now
to receive a Free 5-year war-
ranty with qualifying pur-
chase. Call 1-802-883-7123
today to schedule a free
quote. It's not just a genera-
tor. It's a power move.

Replace Your Roof with the
best looking and longest last-
ing material. Steel from Erie
Metal Roofs! Three styles
and multiple colors available.
Guaranteed to las a lifetime!
Limited time offer up to 50%
off installation and Additional
10% off install (for military,
health workers & 1st respon-
ders.) Call Erie Metal Roofs
1-844-463-4077.

Safe Step North America's #1
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service.
Now featuring our Free
shower package and $1600
Off for a limited time! Call
today! Financing available.
Call Safe-Step 1-866-281-
8729.

SERVICE DIRECTORY
Aging Roof? New Homeown-
er? Storm Damage? You
need a local expert provider
that proudly stands behind
their work.  Fast, free esti-
mate. Financing available.
Call 1-888-878-9091 Have
zip code of property ready
when calling!

Water damage cleanup &
restoration: A small amount
of water can lead to major
damage in your home. Our
trusted professionals do
complete repairs to protect
your family and your home's
value! Call 24/7: 1-833-887-
0117. Have zip code of serv-
ice location ready when you
call!

Roofs! 3 styles & multiple
colors available. Guaranteed
to last a lifetime! Limited
Time Offer up to 50% off
install + Additional 10% off
install (military, health & 1st
responders.) 1-833-370-
1234.

Consumer Cellular - same
reliable, nationwide coverage
as the largest carriers. No
long-term contract, no hid-
den fees free activation. All
plans feature unlimited talk &
text, starting at just $20/mo.
Call 1-877-751-0866.

DIRECTV Stream - Carries
the most local MLB Games!
Choice Package $89.99/mo
for 12 mos Stream on 20
devices at once. HBO Max
included for 3 mos (w/Choice
Package or higher.) No con-
tract or hidden fees! Some
restrictions apply. Call IVS 1-
866-859-0405.

Wesley Financial Group, LLC
Timeshare Cancellation
Experts Over $50,000,000 in
timeshare debt & fees can-
celled in 2019. Get free info
package & learn how to get
rid of your timeshare! Free
consultations. Over 450 pos-
itive reviews. 833-308-1971.

Bath & shower updates in as
little as 1 day! Affordable
prices - No payments for 18
months!  Lifetime warranty &
professional installs. Senior
& military discounts avail-
able. 1-877-543-9189.

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking
gutter protection. Schedule
free LeafFilter estimate today.
20% off Entire Purchase.
10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-833-610-1936.

Become a published author.
We want to read your book!
Dorrance Publishing trusted
since 1920. Consultation,
production, promotion & dis-
tribution. Call for free
author`s guide 1-877-729-
4998 or visit
dorranceinfo.com/ads.

Prepare for power outages
today with a Generac Home
Standby Generator. Act now
to receive a free 5-Year war-
ranty with qualifying pur-
chase* Call 1-855-948-6176
today to schedule a free
quote. It's not just a genera-
tor. It's a power move.

Eliminate Gutter Cleaning
Forever! LeafFilter, the most

WANTED

Call 537-2760 to place your wanted
ad for just $1.00 per word!

FOR SALE

Call 537-2760 to place your ad to
sell your items for just $1 per word!
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@des.nh.gov, Phone:
603.271.8801

BINGO! 

Bingo is back at the
Senior Center, 19 Kimball
Hill Rd., Hudson, every Tues-
day afternoon. Slider cards
will start being sold at 1:15
p.m., $1.25 each. You must be
registered at the Senior Cen-
ter to play. 

Buy-A-Brick

Buy a memorial brick in
honor of that special someone
for this Friends of the Library
fundraiser. Details are avail-
able at the Rodgers Memorial
Library website rodgersli-
brary.org 

Laptop Donation Program

United Way of Greater
Nashua is reintroducing their
Tech Connect United Laptop
Donation Program. Donate
your working laptops, tablets,
and smartphones, and they
will in turn refurbish them for
use by low-income individu-
als and families. The client
recipients are low-income,
and living in our Greater
Nashua area. Devices can be
dropped off at the United
Way office located at 20
Broad St., Nashua between
9:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. on
weekdays or by appointmentt
email info@unitedway-
nashua.org if you have any
questions.

Around Town
Continued from page 12

whether it be quilting, knit-
ting, crocheting, rug making
or plastic canvas, you will
LOVE this group! If you're
starting a new skill or brush-
ing up on an old one or even
if you just like to chat while
pretending to work, this is a
judgment free zone.  

PFOA Water Test 

You can request a water
sampling here: Southern NH
PFOA Investigation Private
Well-Testing Request Form
Survey (surveymonkey.com)
Questions contact Amy Rou-
sseau | PFAS Response Ad-
ministrator - MtBE Remed-
iation Bureau at NH Depart-
ment of Environmental Ser-
vices Email: Amy.Rousseau-
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ried away by stormwater
runoff and washed into
lakes and ponds. Those
nutrients are causing too
much plant growth in our
surface water, which can
cause real damage. Some
areas of New Hampshire,
such as the Great Bay Estu-
ary, are grappling with
issues of excess nitrogen
and other popular lakes and
ponds are seeing excess
phosphorus.

Excess Plant Growth in
Lakes and Ponds Can:

• Stimulate algae
blooms including cyan-
obacteria, which can be
harmful to humans and
pets. 

• Reduce oxygen levels
for fish. 

• Fill in lakes or ponds
over time.

It’s important to note
that there are alternatives to
using fertilizer; for exam-
ple, you can get a similar
effect by leaving lawn clip-
pings and leaf litter on your

lawn. The nutrients grass
use to grow are trapped in
the blades. Leaving grass
clippings to break down in
your lawn returns those
nutrients to the soil to be
used again. (Good news!
Leaving clippings does not
contribute to thatch.) You
are feeding your lawn and
saving yourself the work
of emptying a mower bag.
If you do want to use fertil-
izer, though, you can help
to protect our lakes and
ponds, whether you live
near them or not, by fol-
lowing some general appli-
cation guidelines.

Choosing the Right
Fertilizer

No two fertilizers, or
lawns, are necessarily
equal. You will see that fer-
tilizer packaging comes
with a number code, such
as “33-0-4” and “5-10-15,”
corresponding with an N-
P-K. These numbers tell us
how much of a nutrient is
in the fertilizer: the first

With Any Great Fertilizer Comes Great Responsibility 
NEW HAMPSHIRE
DEPARTMENT OF

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES————–––
The vestiges of winter

have relinquished their
grasp on our yards and mud
season is drying up – now
we see what’s beginning to
grow up all around us, and
sometimes it’s not pretty.
This is the time of year
when many homeowners
are preparing to clean up
their yards, fix up their
flower beds and spruce up
their lawns. Some lawns
need a little more TLC than
others, and many people
tend to turn to fertilizer to
help them along.

If you plan to fertilize
your lawn, keep in mind
that the type of fertilizer
you use and how and when
you apply it can have a big
impact on the environment
around you. Fertilizer con-
tains nutrients that plants
need, such as nitrogen,
phosphorus and potassium.
If not applied properly,
those nutrients can be car-

number is N (nitrogen),
then P (phosphorus) and
lastly K (potassium).

The amount of certain
nutrients you will need in
your fertilizer depends on
what your soil is lacking.
Most established lawns in
New Hampshire do not
need a lot of phosphorus.
New Hampshire soils natu-
rally contain the phospho-
rus most lawns need to
grow. Leaving your lawn
clippings can also provide
phosphorus for your lawn.

You don’t want to apply
more nutrients than the
plants can take up – that
wastes your money and
labor and causes pollution.
Look for N-P-K that are 10
or lower – these are gener-
ally organic (natural) sour-
ces that are naturally slow
release. Look for the OMRI
label www.omri.org. In
addition to slow-release,
look for water-insoluble
nitrogen. A water insoluble
choice will help decrease
the number of applications
needed.

Soil tests will always
be the best way to see what
nutrients your lawn needs.
You can find soil testing
facilities across the state,
including the UNH Coop-
erative Extension https://e-
xtension.unh.edu/agricul-
ture-gardens/pest-disease-
growing-tools/soil-testing-
services and the Natural
Resources Conservation
Service www.nrcs.usda.go-
v/NewHampshire in NH.

Applying Fertilizer
Maybe the biggest

cause of excess nutrients
finding their way into our
surface waters is over-
application of fertilizers. It
is important to know your
lawn’s square footage to
determine how much is
needed. You can typically
cut the recommended
amount of fertilizer found
on the packaging by about
one-half to one-third.

You can also reduce the
amount of fertilizer you
need by choosing the right
type of grass seed, leaving
your lawn clippings, mow-
ing at least 3 inches high
and avoiding any over-
watering.

Important: No fertilizer
can be applied within 25
feet of a public waterbody
or storm drain, and only
slow or controlled-release
fertilizer may be used
between 25 feet and 250
feet away. If applying fer-
tilizer, or chemicals of any
kind (pesticides, herbi-
cides, etc.) within 50 feet
of a waterbody, it must be
applied by a professional
licensed for pesticide
application in the state of
New Hampshire.

If you do end up with
leftover fertilizer, you can
save it and use it next year.
When storing fertilizer, it’s
important to make sure to
store it in a dry place and
close the bag with a clip, so
there isn’t a danger of
nutrients leaking from the

bag.

When to Fertilize
The best times to fertil-

ize your lawn are in the
spring – between April and
mid-June – and fall –
between Labor Day and
October 1.

Mid-May is a great
time to apply fertilizer to
your lawn as the grass is
just starting to wake up and
grow. Fall is an even better
time because it allows the
plants to store nutrients for
the next year. It is also best
to plant new lawns in early
fall because there are less
weeds at that time, and the
grass will have a chance to
grow before it gets too
cold.

Never fertilize in July
and August since grass
grows less in the heat.
Since the grass is growing
less, it isn’t able to take in
as much of the fertilizer,
which can then easily be
picked up by rainwater and
washed into lakes and
ponds. Check the weather
forecast before application
too, and be sure to apply it
before a small to medium
rain event, but not before a
big storm that could cause
it to all be washed away.

If you’re going to apply
fertilizer, a little fore-
thought and planning can
help you grow a healthy
lawn and protect the water
quality of our ponds and
lakes. 
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