
Father’s Day Fun Father and son, Derrick and Jesse
Wanham pick up debris near the Elephant Barn at Benson Park during the June
Clean-Up Day on Saturday, June 20. A number of residents took part in the month-
ly event in an effort to keep the park beautiful. Photo by Chris Paul

continued on page 6

PAUL CONYERS
HUDSON TIMES————–––

The Benson Park Advi-
sory Committee met on
June 18 to address several
emails from residents hop-
ing to reserve space at Ben-
son Park during what is
expected to be a busy sum-
mer. Chair Sue Clement

reiterated that the town does
not have a formal reserva-
tion system for large gather-
ings.

“We’ve had quite a few
emails about get togethers
and parties at the park,”
Clement said. “If you’re
interested in having an
activity with more than 15

people, we ask that you fill
out a park usage form with
the Department of Public
Works. You can find it on
the Benson Park website.
There is no fee, but there
are no reserved spots. On
weekends, they allow only
two groups of 15 or more.”

Benson Park Group Clarifies
Large Group Rules for Summer

continued on page 11

continued on page 2

ALEX MALM
HUDSON TIMES————–––

Two Alvirne High
School students received
praise from the Hudson
Board of Selectmen this
week after successfully
raising funds to help install
new illuminated stop signs
at two dangerous intersec-
tions in town.

Town Administrator
Roy Sorenson told the
Board he had been contact-
ed by Madelynne Perron,
co-president of the newly
formed Hands of Hope
Club at Alvirne, about the
group’s desire to donate
money toward safety
improvements.

“The group is interested
in donating funds to pur-
chase two illuminated stop
signs for the Wason–Mu-

squash and Wason–Burns
Hill intersections,” Soren-
son said. “The group is
composed of high school
juniors who are passionate
about improving the Hud-
son community.”

Sorenson noted that the
students had already spoken
with Town Engineer Elvis
Dhima and that Public
Works Director Kevin Tw-
ardosky had been informed
of the request. He added
that the signs must comply
with MUTCD (Manual on
Uniform Traffic Control
Devices) standards, mean-
ing additional coordination
may be needed once the
donation is formally accept-
ed.

Perron told the Board
that the project was deeply
personal. During the first

week of school, her father
was struck by a car at the
Wason–Musquash intersec-
tion, an incident she said
reflects a larger safety prob-
lem.

“A number of accidents
have occurred at this haz-
ardous intersection,” Perron
said. “It could happen to
anyone at any time.”

Her co-president, San-
jana Bangaru, explained
that the Hands of Hope
Club was created this year
to encourage student
activism and community
improvement.

“We have started this
club to promote and estab-
lish activism and change
within our community,”
Bangaru said.

Student-Led Fundrais-

Alvirne Students Help Raise
Funds for New Stop Signs
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trict either. The town needs
to be held accountable
also.” She referenced the
discovery of just under $1
million in “missing” money
from the School District’s
budget an issue that has
fueled public frustration
and prompted calls for
stronger oversight. “I give
grace to human error. I
think it was a mistake, but
it was a mistake on the
school and town side, so
let’s hold everyone
accountable.”

Santos urged the School
Board to adopt greater
transparency practices,
echoing concerns the Bud-
get Committee has raised
for months. She said resi-
dents deserve clearer, more
accessible financial infor-

mation, especially after the
audit findings.

Selectmen Liaison Xen
Vurgaropulos acknowl-
edged that responsibility
for the budgeting issues did
not fall on one entity alone.

“On the incident you’re
speaking about, yes, there
was fault on both sides,” he
said. “Since then, the
Board of Selectmen has
taken action and directed
the town to put in some
checks and balances.”

Vurgaropulos explained
that the Selectmen are re-
viewing policies to
improve how financial
information is presented
and shared. The goal, he
said, is to make documents
easier for officials and resi-

Resident Looks for Answers
on $1M of Missing Funds  

PAUL CONYERS
HUDSON TIMES————–––

The Hudson Budget
Committee met on June 3
for what became a wide
ranging discussion on
transparency, documenta-
tion, and communication
between the town, the
School District, and the
committee itself. 

The meeting opened
with public input from res-
ident Kelly Santos, who
thanked the committee for
its recent scrutiny of both
the town and school budg-
ets following concerns
raised during recent finan-
cial audits.

“I do see the problem as
two pronged,” Santos said.
“I think it’s not solely
falling on the school dis-
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dents to understand and
search.

“We’re trying to stan-
dardize the formatting, to
standardize the format and
number system and every-
thing,” he said. “Ultimate-
ly, we’re looking to make it
so that these are much eas-
ier to search. The goal is to
have all of this online to
search for in some manner,
though I don’t yet know
how that’s going to look.”

The committee then
turned to a recurring frus-
tration: the lack of printed
budget materials from the
School Board. Several
members said they have
repeatedly requested paper
copies but have yet to
receive any.

“We have asked the dis-
trict to provide the stuff in
paper form,” said Commit-
tee member Robert Everett.
“We got  what was it 80
pages last month from the
town. I’ve been on this
committee three months,

and we still haven’t had
any pages provided to us
from the School Board. I’m
old school.”

Vice-Chair Kim Rice
agreed. “I too am old
school,” she said. “I also
want some printed copies.”

Committee member
Shawn Jasper said the dis-
trict has staff capable of
producing the documents
and that the lack of printed
materials is becoming a
serious obstacle.

“We should have those.
This has to stop, or it’s
going to be an ugly budget
season, at least from my
standpoint,” Jasper said. “I
don’t want 300 pages or
anything I think they can
be summarized pretty well.
On the town side especial-
ly, it’s not as complicated.
But I really don’t like the
emailed versions.”

Jasper also reminded
the committee that written
reports should come from
both the town and the
School District, noting that

budget issues exist on both
sides of the financial
process.

School Board Liaison
Dan Kilgour acknowledged
the oversight and took
responsibility.

“I simply dropped the
ball on that one,” Kilgour
said. “I apologize to each
and every single one of
you. I will make every
attempt in the future to
have something here.”

Committee members
said that consistent written
documentation from both
the town and the School
District  is essential for a
smooth and transparent
budget season. Several
noted that without clear,
accessible reports, misun-
derstandings and mistrust
can grow, especially in a
year already marked by
audit concerns and public
scrutiny.

The Hudson Budget
Committee is scheduled to
meet again on Wednesday,
July 22, at 7 p.m. in the
Buxton Room at Town
Hall.

Missing Funds
Continued from page 1

Nutfield Publishing Will Not Be
Publishing on July 2, 2026 

In lieu of Independence Day, and the Nation’s 250th Anniversary, Nutfield
Publishing will not be printing a newspaper on July 2. The staff will use
this time to take a short break to celebrate the holiday. Our next paper
will be produced on Thursday, July 9. We thank our readers and wish you
a happy and safe Fourth of July celebration. 

nic, and cultural signifi-
cance.”

LCHIP, one of New
Hampshire’s most sought
after conservation funding
sources, requires applicants
to demonstrate not only the
environmental value of the
land but also the town’s
ability to complete the
acquisition and long term
stewardship. Kirkland said
Hudson has submitted all
required materials for the
initial review.

However, the Commis-
sion will now enter what
Kirkland described as a
“holding pattern” for most
of the year.

“They spend most of the
summer and the fall review-
ing all of the applications
they receive, and in Nov-
ember, they make awards,”
he said. “The award is basi-
cally just a notice that says,
‘Your application has been
looked upon favorably, now
we need even more infor-
mation from you.’”

If Hudson’s application
is selected, the town must
then complete a series of
formal assessments before
funding is released. These
include a full appraisal, a
land survey, a title review,
an environmental assess-
ment, and the preparation of
conservation restrictions
and legal documents. Kirk-
land said these steps are
standard for all LCHIP proj-

ects and ensure that the
land meets the program’s
requirements for long term
protection.

Funding, if awarded,
would likely not be distrib-
uted until spring 2027,
meaning the town has time
to plan for the next phase.

Commissioner John
Walter asked how the town
would cover the cost of the
required assessments,
which are separate from the
land purchase price.

“These are things we
need to satisfy the grant,
and there are related costs,”
Walter said. “Does that go
through the Conservation
Commission? How is that
going to work? This is in
addition to the land pur-
chase price of the proper-
ty?”

Kirkland said the exact
funding source has not yet
been determined.

“Where those funds
come from at the moment,
I’m not entirely sure,” he
said. “I would assume it
would probably have to be
something from the money
we’ve set aside for land
purchase.”

He emphasized that no
financial decisions need to
be made until at least
November, when LCHIP
announces which projects
will move forward.

Selectmen Liaison Dil-
lon Dumont noted that the

LCHIP Grant Decision for Wason Road Land Not Expected Until November 
PAUL CONYERS
HUDSON TIMES————–––

The Hudson Conserva-
tion Commission received a
detailed update on June 8
regarding its ongoing effort
to secure a major state grant
to help preserve the 121R
Wason Road property, a
parcel the town hopes to
acquire from the remnants
of the long abandoned Cir-
cumferential Highway proj-
ect. The land, which in-
cludes high value wetlands
and wildlife habitat, has
been a priority for the Com-
mission as it looks to
expand conservation hold-
ings in the southern part of
town.

Civil Engineer Don
Kirkland reported that the
town successfully submitted
its required Letter of Intent
to the state’s Land and
Community Heritage In-
vestment Program (LCHIP)
in April. Since then, the
town has provided extensive
follow-up documentation as
part of the program’s com-
petitive application process.

“They asked for infor-
mation associated with the
next step, which is basically
a lot of project description
and project value informa-
tion,” Kirkland said. “They
want maps, habitat rank-
ings, budget information,
matching funds, and details
on the land’s ecological,
agricultural, recreation, sce-

grant would significantly
reduce the town’s financial
burden.

“Whether the land costs
$100,000 or $300,000, the
cost borne by the town is
50% of that,” Dumont said.
“The LCHIP is only good
for the other 50%.”

Vice-Chair Ken Dickin-
son recommended review-
ing past studies related to

the Wason Road corridor to
strengthen the application
and reduce redundant work.

“In a 2009 wetland
study, one of the wetland
areas in that corridor was
looked at really closely,” he
said. “There was a lot of
background supporting in-
formation that might be rel-
evant for this application.”

Commissioner Chris

Cameron added that the
land may qualify for addi-
tional grant programs, and
Kirkland agreed to explore
those possibilities as the
town prepares for the next
phase of the process.

The Commission ex-
pects to revisit the topic in
the fall once LCHIP’s
review period nears com-
pletion.
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2026 and be completed
prior to May 2027. That’s
primarily outside the grow-
ing season and winter
work.”

In Hudson, the work
involves replacing three
existing utility poles located
off Boyd Road. The wooden
H-frame structures will be
swapped for steel poles
designed to last longer and
require less maintenance.
The replacements are part
of a broader, multi-year
upgrade that has already
been underway in neighbor-
ing Londonderry and other
communities along the line.

Tower emphasized that
the project does not involve
direct wetland impacts.
Instead, the work will affect
approximately 4,300 square
feet within the town’s 75
foot wetland buffer, prima-
rily to allow access to the

poles and to construct a
temporary work pad.

“We are proposing to
use an existing access road,
it’s already in place,” she
said, noting that minimiz-
ing new disturbance was a
priority.

Nelson described the
work as “straightforward”
and said Eversource has
been in contact with Direc-
tor of Development Ser-
vices Elvis Dhima, who
indicated that structure
replacements are typically
viewed as exempt mainte-
nance activity.

Commission members,
however, sought clarifica-
tion on the long term
effects of the gravel work
pad and access area.

“The proposed wetland
buffer impact seems to be
4,300 square feet. Is that
temporary? You said it was

Eversource Builds Environmental Plan for October Pole Replacement Project
PAUL CONYERS
HUDSON TIMES————–––

At its June meeting, the
Hudson Conservation Com-
mission heard a detailed
presentation from Lindsey
Tower of GZA Geo-Envi-
ronmental and Kurt Nelson
of Eversource regarding a
conditional use permit for
upcoming wood-to-steel
pole replacement work
along Transmission Line
326. The project, which
spans multiple communi-
ties, is part of Eversource’s
long term effort to replace
aging wooden H-frame
structures with modern steel
equivalents.

“We are here for a con-
ditional use permit applica-
tion on upcoming mainte-
nance work along the exist-
ing 326 transmission line
project,” Tower explained.
“It’s set to start this October

just a pad going in there?”
asked Selectmen Liaison
Dillon Dumont.

Nelson explained that
while part of the gravel pad
would be temporary, a por-
tion would remain in place
to create a compacted, level
area for future maintenance.
He added that the remaining
gravel would likely “vege-
tate over time,” even with-
out full restoration.

Secretary Chris Cam-
eron questioned whether
compaction might hinder
re-growth.

“Depending on how
much you compact it, that
might affect the ability of
anything to grow,” Cameron
said. “Do you plant any-
thing afterwards?”

Tower responded that
the company uses a “stan-
dard grass mix” of soil and
seed to stabilize disturbed

areas once work is com-
plete.

Vice-Chair Ken Dickin-
son asked for specifics on
the construction footprint.

“How much gravel, and
what’s the thickness of it
that you’re putting down?
How wide is your road?” he
asked.

Tower and Nelson said
the plan calls for a com-
pactable gravel layer rough-
ly one foot thick, with an
access road between 16 and
20 feet wide to accommo-
date heavy equipment. Nel-
son added that Eversource
is coordinating with the
New Hampshire Depart-
ment of Environmental Ser-
vices to ensure compliance
with state regulations.

“I wouldn’t expect us to
have to widen it at all. We
have used this in the past,”
Nelson said. “Step one

when we’re planning these
is to figure out what our
scope of work is, then we
put a substantial memo
together that goes to the
DES Ecological Review
Group.”

To protect wildlife, pre-
liminary work cannot begin
before October 15. With the
project scheduled to run
through early spring, Tower
said the timing avoids sensi-
tive growing periods and
reduces environmental
impact.

After reviewing the pro-
posal and confirming that
environmental professionals
would oversee the work, the
Conservation Commission
voted to recommend granti-
ng the conditional use per-
mit, adding several stipula-
tions to safeguard the sur-
rounding wetland buffer.

were no detentions issued,
one in-school suspension,
and no out-of-school sus-
pensions. No bullying inci-
dents were reported for the
month.

Hills Garrison Elemen-
tary reported no detentions
in May, matching last
year’s total. The school did
see an increase in in-school
suspensions, issuing 13 this
year compared to seven
during the same period in
2025. There were no out-
of-school suspensions,
consistent with last year,
and one personal communi-

cation device violation was
recorded.

At Nottingham West
Elementary, there were no
detentions issued in May.
The school reported four
in-school suspensions and
no out-of-school suspen-
sions. Last year’s totals for
the same period included
one in-school suspension
and one out-of-school sus-
pension.

Hudson Memorial
School reported 28 deten-
tions for the month, slight-
ly higher than the 26
issued in May 2025. The

School Board Gets Briefed on May Discipline Reports
ALEX MALM

HUDSON TIMES————–––
The Hudson School

Board reviewed its monthly
discipline report at its most
recent meeting, receiving
updates on detentions, sus-
pensions, and other inci-
dents across all District
schools for the month of
May.

At the Early Learning
Center – Library Street, the
report showed a completely
incident free month. There
were no detentions, no in-
school or out-of-school
suspensions, and no bully-
ing reports. During the
same period last year, the
school recorded one in-
school suspension.

The Early Learning
Center – Dr. H.O. Smith
also reported minimal dis-
ciplinary activity. There

school issued 15 in-school
suspensions, a decrease
from 23 last year. out-of-
school suspensions also
declined, with three issued
this May compared to six
during the same period last
year. There were 11 per-
sonal communication

device violations.
Alvirne High School

reported the highest num-
ber of disciplinary actions
in the District. The school
issued 223 detentions in
May, a significant increase
from 110 during the same
month in 2025. in-school

suspensions dropped to 15,
down from 27 last year.
out-of-school suspensions
also decreased, with six
issued this May compared
to 11 last year. The school
recorded five personal
communication device vio-
lations.
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Editorial
On July 4, 1776, a group of ordinary

people made an extraordinary choice.
They declared that a nation could be
built on freedom, equality, and the belief
that people, all people, deserve a voice
in their own future. They weren’t per-
fect, and they didn’t agree on every-
thing, but they agreed on something big-
ger, liberty, and that idea still holds us
together.

That’s why this year’s Fourth of July
carries more weight than usual. Those
imperfect but determined individuals
signed their names to an idea bold
enough to change the world: that ordi-
nary citizens, not kings, not rulers, not
distant powers, should decide their own
future.

It’s easy these days to focus on what
divides us. We hear it on the news, we
see it online, and we feel it every elec-
tion season. But the truth is simpler than
the noise: most people in this country
are good people trying to live decent
lives. They love their families, care
about their communities, and want a
future that’s safe and fair. That’s true
whether they grew up here or arrived
later, whether they vote red or blue,
whether they worship, don’t worship, or
fall somewhere in between.

The Founders didn’t imagine a
nation where everyone agreed. They
imagined a nation where disagreement
didn’t break us, where the government’s
power came from the people, not the
other way around, and where freedom
belonged to all of us.

The Declaration of Independence is
worth reading again this year, especially
as we mark its 250th anniversary. Not
because it’s perfect, but because it
reminds us of the promise we inherited:

“All men are created equal…
endowed with certain unalienable
Rights… among these are Life, Liberty
and the pursuit of Happiness.”

Those words weren’t written for one
party or one group. They weren’t meant
for only the loudest voices or the people
who think exactly alike. They were written
for everyone, for the whole messy, diverse,
opinionated, stubborn, hopeful country
we’ve become. And they still matter.

This anniversary reminds us that our
strength has never come from being the
same. It comes from choosing, again
and again, to remain one country even
when we disagree. It comes from
believing that freedom is worth protect-
ing, that democracy is worth participat-
ing in, and that our shared future matters
more than our temporary divisions.

So yes, light the grill, wave a flag,
and watch the fireworks. But take a
moment to remember the promise that
started all of this. We are part of a coun-
try that has spent 250 years trying, not
always perfectly, but always persistent-
ly, to live up to its founding ideals.

We are still one nation. We are still
responsible for one another. And we are
still worth believing in.

Have a safe and meaningful Fourth
of July. Our ancestors would want it that
way.

A Reason to Celebrate:
250 Years of One Nation
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areas around the park, and
completing various mainte-
nance projects to help keep
the grounds safe and wel-
coming. The efforts are part
of an ongoing commitment
by community members
who donate their time to
protect and improve the for-
mer circus property.

Benson Park, which has
become a favorite location
for walking, recreation,
community events, and
exploring local history,
relies heavily on the dedica-
tion of volunteers and com-
munity organizations.

The cleanup provided an
opportunity for residents to

give back while ensuring
that future generations can
continue to enjoy the park’s
trails, natural surroundings,
and unique connection to
Hudson’s past.

The park holds a Clean-
Up Day on the third Satur-
day of each month from
April through October.
Anyoune interested can
sign up at the Friends of
Benson Park website.

Organizers were thank-
ful to everyone who partic-
ipated on Saturday to help
make a difference through
their time and hard work.

Photos on pages 4 
and 5 by Chris Paul

CHRIS PAUL
HUDSON TIMES————–––

A number of volunteers
recently came together to
help preserve one of Hud-
son’s most treasured public
spaces during a cleanup
effort at Benson Park on
Saturday, June 20.

The volunteer work
focused on improving the
appearance and condition of
the park while helping
maintain the trails, open
spaces, and historic areas
that make Benson Park a
popular destination for resi-
dents and visitors.

Participants spent time
collecting debris, clearing

Volunteers Pitch In to Help
Keep Benson Park Beautiful
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Laurie J. Burkett
Laurie J. Burkett, beloved wife and

mother, passed away peacefully at home
on June 15, 2026. She was a devoted
wife to her husband, Michael, for 43
years, and a loving, nurturing mother to

her two sons, Aaron and Isaac. She also leaves behind
two daughters-in-law whom she cherished as the
“daughters she never had.”

Her five grandchildren were her greatest motivation
and deepest joy. No matter how tired she was, she
always perked up for their visits, ensuring the closet
was stocked with their favorite snacks. She had a won-
derful sense of humor and grace; even after returning
from a hospital stay, when her grandchildren asked,
“what have you been up to lately” she would simply
say “the usual stuff.”

Laurie also loved her “grand-dogs” and would hap-
pily let them sit on her lap despite any discomfort. Her
devotion to family and friends was evident in her hos-
pitality; she delighted in doting on guests with abun-
dance, which was evident in how full the grocery cart
always was in preparation. A true perfectionist, she
took great pride in her home, her decorating, and espe-
cially her hair.

She is survived by her husband, Michael; her son
Aaron and his wife Nancy, with their children Ian,
Jenna, and Evan; and her son Isaac and his wife Valerie,
with their children Logan and Lillian. She is also sur-
vived by her siblings Debbie (Ron), Donna (Bob),
Doug (Laura), and Lisa (Al), and was predeceased by
her parents, Donald and Eleanor, sister, Linda. She
leaves behind 16 nieces and nephews, as well as many
dear friends and the church family at Amoskeag Pres-
byterian Church.

As noted in Proverbs 31:28, “Her children shall
arise up, her husband also and shall praise her.”

Calling hours were held on Friday, June 19, in the
Dumont-Sullivan Funeral Home in Hudson. A private
burial service will take place at Reeds Cemetery in
Merrimack. In lieu of flowers, donations may be made
to the Amoskeag Presbyterian Church Benevolence
Fund (memo: “L.B.”). Amoskeagchurch.org, or Grace
Covenant Church https://onrealm.org/graceccnh/giv-
e/LaurieBurkett2026.

OBITUARY

ardship.
“As you know, there has

been extended discussion
over the past year on the
Hills Memorial Library and
best uses for the building,”
Sorenson wrote, noting that
the issue stretches back far
longer than the current
Board. “These discussions
have garnered passionate
debate much longer than the
past year, with several
Board of Selectmen meet-
ings since 2008 inquiring
about how to proceed.”

For decades, the Hills
building has technically
remained under the authori-
ty of the Library Trustees,

who were designated as
agents to expend funds
from the Hills Memorial
Library Capital Reserve
Fund, created at the 2021
Town Meeting. Sorenson
said that while the Trustees
have historically viewed
the building through the
lens of library operations,
the reality of its mainte-
nance needs suggests a dif-
ferent approach.

“Time has shown us
that the more appropriate
application of care for the
building should be that of
the Town,” he explained.

Sorenson cautioned that
determining the full scope
of the building’s history,

BOS Discuss Future of Hills Memorial Library Building
ALEX MALM

HUDSON TIMES————–––
The Hudson Board of

Selectmen revisited the long
running question of what to
do with the historic Hills
Memorial Library building
during its most recent meet-
ing, taking a significant step
toward shifting responsibili-
ty for the structure from the
Library Trustees to the
Town.

Town Administrator
Roy Sorenson opened the
discussion with a detailed
memo outlining the build-
ing’s complicated history
and the years of debate sur-
rounding its use and stew-

obligations, and financial
needs will take time.

“This endeavor will take
some time to investigate all
deeds, documents, expens-
es, and agreements that are
in place for the building,”
he said. “However, the
administrative work which
is readily identifiable can
begin now.”

During the meeting,
Selectman Heidi Jakoby
shared observations from
her recent walkthrough of
the building. Despite con-
cerns raised in past years
about mold and air quality,
Jakoby said she found the
interior to be in good condi-
tion.

“I also found that even
the air quality was very
good throughout the build-
ing, just so that the public
knows,” she said.

Jakoby also thanked the
Library staff for their ongo-
ing care of the structure.

“I want to thank them
for their care in the entire
process, and all the efforts
that the library staff put into
keeping that building in the
shape that it is in.”

After discussion, the
Board of Selectmen voted
unanimously to direct the
Town Administrator to
begin meeting with the
Library Trustees to initiate
the transfer of maintenance

responsibilities for the Hills
Memorial Library building
to the Town. The goal is to
have the transition reflected
in the Fiscal Year 2028
budget.

The Board also instruct-
ed Sorenson to meet with all
current users of the build-
ing; including, but not limit-
ed to, the Hudson Historical
Society; to develop a strate-
gic plan for the building’s
future use. That plan will be
presented to the Board for
consideration once com-
plete.

The next meeting of the
Hudson Board of Selectmen
is scheduled for July 14 at 7
p.m.

Benson Park Rules
Continued from page 1

All large gatherings
operate on a first come, first
served basis.

“If you do not have per-
mission from DPW and you
have a large group, and
somebody comes in to
check, they have the author-
ity to tell you to pick up
your party and move,”
Clement warned.

The Committee also
discussed a recent inquiry
from Erickson Foundation
Solutions, which is plan-
ning a volunteer day at the
park. According to

Clement, the goal is to have
Erickson employees assess
water damage in the old
Kitchen building.

“We’re going to do a
site walkthrough with
Erickson so we can show
them the damage in the
basement of the Kitchen,
where we have a lot of
water coming in whenever
it rains or after winter thaw-
ing,” she said. “We already
took some pictures of the
graffiti underneath. I don’t
know if that’s something
they can help us with

maybe repainting or shoring
up some of those walls.
Someone in the past got
down there to graffiti it.”

Despite increased secu-
rity, vandalism remains a
recurring issue at the park,
and weather continues to
take a toll on several his-
toric structures.

“Is the leakage in the
front or in the back?” asked
Alternate Harry Schibanoff.
“Years ago, it was all dug
out in front of the office
where it was leaking. They
put in stones that were sup-
posed to solve the flooding.
I guess it didn’t.”

Clement confirmed that
the leaking around the
Kitchen and Office build-

ings is primarily at the
front, consistent with past
flooding problems. The
Committee hopes to address
the issue along with other
maintenance needs, includ-
ing painting the Gorilla
Cage, work on a bridge near
Swan Lake, and repairs to
the lower parking lot near
the Benson Park Dog Park.

The next Volunteer
Clean-Up Day is scheduled
for Saturday, July 18, from
9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

The Benson Park Advi-
sory Committee is sched-
uled to meet again on
Thursday, July 16, at 7 p.m.
in the HCTV Meeting
Room.
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PERSONAL INJURY LAW
You don’t have to go to Boston or Manchester to get the best lawyer

MILLIONS RECOVERED FOR CLIENTS
Auto Accidents, Drunk Driving Victims, Medical 
& Pharmacy Mistakes, Construction Accidents, 

Motorcycle Injuries, Aviation Accidents,
Other Accidents and Injuries

4 Birch St. 
Derry, NH

(603) 437-2643

126A Pleasant Valley St.
Suite 11, Methuen, MA

(978) 691-5453

Law Offices of
Andrew D. Myers

www.attorney-myers.com

27 Buttrick Rd, Londonderry, NH • Rte. 102
HOURS: Mon. – Fri. 8 A.M. to 6:30 P.M.
Sat. 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. • Sun. 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.434-1444

All Positions 
Cashiers/Deli/Counter Help

Part-time, Flexible Hours! 
Interested? Call 603-434-1444

Or Come by the Store

3-5 lb bag 

per lb.

Ground Sirloin
$599

per lb.
$599

5lb Frozen Box 
Sirloin Patties

Our Own 80 - 85% Lean

––– NOW HIRING –––

Buy 1lb of Boars Head Roast Beef, 
Get 1lb of American Cheese FREE

Sue Clement. “There was
one last step he needed to
complete to get approval
from the Historical Society.
Now that we have the
paperwork, I can go
through it and hopefully
get it across the finish line
so we can get started. John
has already done most of
the work.”

Committee member
Jake Beauchemin expres-
sed interest in taking on
some of Madden’s respon-
sibilities for the Train Sta-
tion restoration. Members
of the Board of Selectmen
and Town Administrator
Roy Sorenson have also

shown interest in assisting,
prompting discussion
about where the project
paperwork should be
stored so town officials can
easily access it.

“Does the town provide
any storage for commit-
tees?” asked Secretary
Ellen Griffin.

It was unclear whether
storage space is currently
available. Alternate Harry
Schibanoff noted that
Town Hall once provided
storage for committee doc-
uments.

“I don’t know if they
still do it that way,” he
said. “At one time, some of

Progress Continues with Recognition & Preservation of Historic Park Structures
PAUL CONYERS
HUDSON TIMES————–––

The June meeting of the
Benson Park Advisory
Committee included an
update on the mold and
lead remediation project at
the historic Hudson Train
Station, a process overseen
by the New Hampshire
Division of Historical
Resources (DHR). Former
Committee member John
Madden handled much of
the coordination with DHR
before stepping down.

“I was able to meet with
John Madden’s wife, Chris,
and I have all of the
records,” explained Chair

that paperwork was all
handled by the Town Engi-
neer.”

Clement said she would
contact Town Hall and
Director of Development
Services Elvis Dhima for
clarification.

The Hudson Train Sta-
tion, Hazelton Barn, and
the Office/Kitchen building
all have official historical
recognition from the state.
In addition to restoration
work, the Committee con-
tinues efforts to install post
markers for all three struc-
tures. A $4,500 donation
from Roger Pellerin of
Gate City Monument will

fund granite bases for the
markers.

“That was approved by
the Board of Selectmen,
which was exciting,” Cle-
ment said. “DPW is work-
ing side by side with them,
DPW will dig the holes,
and Pellerin will install the
bases and make sure every-
thing is sealed in. I spoke
with Sally from Gate City
today and told her we’re
eager to set a date. We’d
like to work with Friends
of Benson Park to do
another historic walk, and
that would be a great time
to unveil the markers and
talk about the historic loca-

tions.”
Clement noted that lim-

ited outreach may have
contributed to low turnout
at the Friends’ first historic
walk. No date has been
finalized, but the Commit-
tee hopes to move forward
with the event next month.

“Are you covering just
the three historical build-
ings? Or are you covering
the other buildings like the
Elephant Barn, the Gorilla
Cage, or the Shoe?” asked
Schibanoff.

Clement said the unveil-
ing event would focus pri-
marily on the formally reg-
istered historic buildings.

the same qualifying meals
served to other students,
even if doing so results in a
negative account balance.

A qualifying meal, she
said, is one that meets the
requirements of the Nation-
al School Lunch Program.
Students with negative bal-
ances may only charge
qualifying meals; a la carte
items cannot be charged.

Superintendent Dan
Moulis said the district con-
tacts families in multiple
ways once a student’s
account reaches a negative
balance of $100 or more.

Despite those efforts,
Atherton reported that
delinquent accounts still
total tens of thousands of
dollars.

“As of the writing of this
memo on June 9, the delin-
quent account balance is
$57,269.21,” she wrote.
“This is despite our best
efforts of sending weekly
emails, text messages, and

letters mailed to homes for
balances of $100 and over.”

The district is required
to cover the outstanding
meal debt at the end of the
fiscal year.

“To fulfill federal
requirements, student meal
debt should be paid from
district funds, with the debt
owed by parents now owed
to the district,” Atherton
explained.

It was noted that the
General Fund includes
$50,000 budgeted for pur-
chasing meal debt, an
amount consistent with
recent years.

“I am requesting the
School Board purchase the
delinquent lunch account
debt, not to exceed
$58,000,” Atherton told the
Board.

School Board Chair
Maureen Dionne empha-
sized that the district does
conduct outreach to fami-
lies.

School Board Pays Off Nearly $58K in Meal Delinquency
ALEX MALM

HUDSON TIMES————–––
The Hudson School

Board recently reviewed an
agenda item regarding
delinquent lunch accounts
across the district.

Hudson Director of
Food Services Karen Ather-
ton explained that, under
School Board Policy EFAA,
parents and guardians are
responsible for providing
meals or funds for their
children.

“Parents and/or guard-
ians are responsible for pro-
viding their student with
meals for the day or provid-
ing funds for the student to
purchase meals,” Atherton
wrote in a memo to the
Board. “Those who are in
financial need are encour-
aged to apply for free or
reduced meals.”

Atherton noted that,
under state law (NH RSA
189:11a), students without
funds must still be provided

“These families have
been contacted,” she said.

The School Board unan-
imously approved the

request to purchase the
meal debt.
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CHRIS PAUL
HUDSON TIMES————–––

An area educator is
helping inspire the next
generation of innovators by
creating hands-on opportu-
nities for students to explore
technology, robotics, and
programming.

Dr. Ali Rafieymehr
hosted a Generation Link
event on Wednesday after-
noon, June 17, at the
Rodgers Memorial Library,
bringing together students
of various ages for a day
focused on building, cod-
ing, and collaboration.

The event grew out of
Rafieymehr’s desire a few
years ago to spend more
time with his grandchildren
while introducing them to
the world of programming
and technology. What began
as a family project has
grown into an effort to share
that same excitement with
students and adults through-
out the community.

The Generation Link
program was designed to
introduce young and old
residents to technology in a
fun and engaging way. Par-
ticipants began by assem-
bling XRPs - robotic
devices that come in multi-
ple pieces - before learning
how to program them. The
final stage of the event fea-
tured a team competition
where students put their
new skills to the test.

The group included ele-
mentary, middle, and high
school students, as well as a
few senior citizens, creating
a unique opportunity for

different generations to
learn together.

Students attended from
Nottingham West Elemen-
tary School, Hudson
Memorial School, Alvirne
High School, Windham
Academy Public Charter
School, Litchfield Griffin
Memorial School, Litch-
field Middle School, Hills
Garrison Elementary
School, Bishop Guertin
High School, and a local
home-school group.

Rafieymehr’s goal goes
beyond a single event. He
plans to donate the XRPs
built during the program to
participating schools so
students can continue
exploring programming
and robotics in their class-
rooms. Several schools
have already expressed
excitement about receiving
the devices.

The Generation Link
event is part of
Rafieymehr’s ongoing
commitment to making
technology education
accessible and exciting for
students throughout the
area. He continued that
mission this past weekend
by teaching a smaller group
of younger students how to
program Ozobot robots at
the library.

For Rafieymehr, these
events are about more than
learning how technology
works - they are about giv-
ing young people the confi-
dence, creativity, and
curiosity to become tomor-
row’s problem-solvers.

See mor photos, next page

Dr. Ali Rafieymehr Brings Technology Learning to Life 
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CLASSIFIED ADS
$100 PER WORD

Ad Will Run in Our Newspaper and Reach 
All Homes in Londonderry!

Deadline for placing ads is MMoonnddaayy aatt 33 pp..mm.. 
for that week’s publication. 
ALL ADS MUST BE PRE-PAID 

$15 MINIMUM CHARGE
Minimum charge does not include bold type.

e-mail text to:
billing@nutpub.net

Call: 
537-2760 

Nonfiction Book Group

This Rodgers Library
group will meet on
Wednesday, July 8, at 7
p.m. This month's book is
“Poisoner in Chief: Sidney
Gottlieb and the CIA
Search for Mind Control”
by Stephen Kinzer.

Teddy Bear Garden Party

On Friday, July 10 at 10
a.m., bring your favorite
stuffed friend to the
Rodgers Library lawn for
songs, stories, and a snack. 

Mystery Lovers' Book Club 

This Rodgers Library
group will meet on Mon-
day, July 13, at 12:30 p.m.
This month's book pick is
The Marigold Cottages
Murder Collective by Jo
Nichols. 

Teen Flower Crowns 

Students entering
grades 8-12 are invited to
the Rodgers Library to
make their own whimsical
and nature-inspired flower
crown on Friday, July 3, at
2 p.m. 

Teen Fairy Gardens

Create a whimsical
fairy garden (or a haunted
cemetery or Mermaid
beach house or whatever
else your can imagine)
from the supplies available
at the Rodgers Library on
Monday, July 13, at 2:30
p.m.  

Tween Animal Crossing

Tweens entering grades
5-8 are invited to the
Rodgers Library for an
Animal Crossing Party on
Tuesday, July 14, at 3 p.m.
We'll plant some seeds,
make a craft, have raffles,
and more.

Crime & Cookies

The monthly meeting
of the Rodgers Library true
crime podcast club will be
Wednesday, June 15, at 7
p.m. This month we'll be
listening to a variety of
podcasts revolving around
America's 250th. 

Rolling Video Games

Students entering
grades 5-12 are invited to
the Rodgers Library to play
video games in the air con-
ditioned Rolling Video
Games mobile video game
theater on Thursday, July
16, at 5:30 p.m. 

Lorax Interactive Movie

Come to the Rodgers
Library  on Friday, July 17,
at 1:30 p.m., for a family-
friendly animated adven-
ture that is interactive with
Props, Crafts, Snacks,
Singing, Dancing and feel
free to dress up for the
movie. 

Genealogy Club

Learn how early census
data was gathered, why

Around Town
Continued from page 13

days at 1:30 p.m.  

Family Plant and Garden
Trivia

Families will work as a
team and test their knowl-
edge of the natural world
with Plant and Garden
Trivia at the Rodgers
lLbrary on Thursday, July
2, at 6 p.m. 

Rodgers Readers Book Club 

This Rodgers Library
group will meet on Thurs-
day, July 2, at 7 p.m. This
month's book is “The
Honey Bus: A Memoir of
Loss, Courage and a Girl
Saved by Bees” by Mered-
ith May

Curious Kids: Red, White &
Blue 

Ages 2-6 celebrate
Independence Day through
a sensory play setup that
promotes imaginative play
while introducing patriotic
colors in a fun way at the
Rodgers Library on Friday,
July 3, at 10 a.m.

Felted Carnivorous Plant
with Pop-Up Art School 

Teens and young adults
ages 13 - 21 are invited to
the Rodgers Library to
make their own felted car-
nivorous plant on Monday,
July 6, at 1:30 p.m. All
materials are included with
your registrations. Continued on page 15
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Classified Advertising 
◆ ◆
READERS ARE CAUTIONED that we occasionally run ads that require an initial investment or money in advance. We urge our
readers to “do their homework” before responding to any ad, check out the advertiser thoroughly and verify their claims to your
total satisfaction. Only then should you proceed at your own risk. We try to screen ads that require you to send money before
receiving a product or service. But these efforts are no substitute for your own investigation, and we don’t endorse or guarantee
any claims made in any of the ads we publish. If you want more information about claims made in ads on subjects such as work
at home opportunities, travel or vacation specials, purchasing land or vehicles from government surplus or below wholesale,
loans or other credit opportunities (including credit repair), or weight loss and other health products and services, we urge you
to contact the Office of Attorney General, Consumer Protection Bureau, 33 Capitol Street, Concord, NH 03301 (603-271-3641) or
the Better Business Bureau at 603-224-1991. Publisher is not responsible for any loss of business if an ad does not run,
and we reserve the right to revoke any ad if deemed necessary. No refunds will be given for prepaid ads.
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National/Regional Listings
Find Ads From Around New England and Across the Country
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National/Regional Listings
Find Ads From Around New England and Across the Country
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Local Classifieds
LOCAL LISTINGS FOR LOCAL READERS

AUTOS
Donate Your Car to Veterans
Today! Help and Support our
Veterans. Fast - Free pick up.
100% tax deductible. Call
800-245-0398.

MISCELLANEOUS
Reach millions of homes
nationwide with one easy,
affordable buy in the ADS
Network! For more informa-
tion www.communitypub-
lishers.com/category/all-

products.

Top Dollar Paid for old vin-
tage guitars! Gibson, Fender,
Martin, Grecsch, Ricken-
backer, Epiphone, Etc. 1930’s
to 1980’s. Call 866-433-
8277.

Peace of mind & early detec-
tion - Now more than ever,
it’s important to get screened
for Stroke & Cardiovascular
Disease risk. Life Line
Screening is simple & pain-
less. 833-970-4172

Need cash quickly? We buy
houses in any condition. Get
a fair cash offer within 24
hours! Call today. Liz Buys
Houses: 833-359-4707.

SunSetter. America’s Number
One Awning! Instant shade at
the touch of a button. Trans-

since 1920. Consultation,
production, promotion & dis-
tribution. Free author`s guide
877-729-4998 or dorrancein-
fo.com/ads.

No more cleaning gutters.
Guaranteed! LeafFilter
backed by no-clog guarantee
& lifetime warranty. Call 1-
833-610-1936 to schedule
Free inspection/estimate. Get
15% off your entire order.
Military & Seniors get addi-
tional 10% off. Limited time.
Restrictions apply, see rep
for details.

form your deck or patio into
an outdoor oasis. Up to 10-
year limited warranty. Save
$350 today! 855-914-1148.

Consumer Cellular - same
reliable, nationwide coverage
as large carriers. No long-
term contract or hidden fees,
free activation. All plans
unlimited talk & text starting
at just $20/mo. 877-751-
0866.

Become a published author.
We want to read your book!
Dorrance Publishing trusted

MASONRY
Michael's Masonry 
Specializing in repair work:
steps, walkways, retaining
walls, pointing, stone work.
Free estimate  603-421-0686

FIREWOOD
Northeast Firewood, Green
Firewood $300.00 a cord yards
cleared and stumped, haz-
ardous take downs, we buy soft
& hard wood trees. Insured,
Discounts for Vet’s, and sen-
iors. Call 1-978-273-3315.

MISC.
Music Therapist: Conduct

individual and group music
therapy sessions for residents
in skilled nursing, assisted liv-
ing, rehabilitation, and memo-
ry care. Hudson-NH Mail
Resume - Merrimac Medical
Investors LLC dba Fairview
Senior Living, 203 Lowell
Road, Hudson, NH 03051.
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accuracy and privacy
evolved, and how under-
standing the process can
help you better interpret
what you find in your fam-
ily history or local research
on Friday, July 10 at 1:30
p.m., virtually through the
Rodgers Library

Elementary Paint-Along:
Watermelon

Children entering
grades 1-5 are invited to
create a watermelon paint-
ing and enjoy some water-
melon as a snack at the
Rodgers Library on Mon-
day, July 20, at 2:30 p.m.

Family STEM: Nature Boats

Families with children
are invited to the Rodgers
Library to create boats out
of sticks and leaves on
Tuesday, July 21, at 5:30
p.m. 

Friends of the Library

This is the regularly
scheduled meeting of the
Friends of the Hudson
Library it will be held on
Tuesday, July 21, at 6 p.m.,
at the Rodgers
Library..Everyone is wel-
come to attend. 

American Revolution Trivia

Come to the Rodgers
Library on Wednesday,
July 22, at 2 p.m., for a
lively afternoon of Ameri-
can Revolution trivia!  

Wildlife Encounters

Enjoy learning about
seven live animals at this
Junior Zookeeper
Encounter at Rodgers
Library on Wednesday,
July 22, at 6 p.m. 

Mr. Aaron's Musical Adven-
ture 

A thrilling musical
adventure with award win-
ning musician Mr. Aaron,
who never fails to delight
audiences of all ages will
be held on Friday, July 24,
at 10 a.m., at Rodgers
Library.

White Lace on Black 

Zentangle Class

Come to the Rodgers
Library on Monday, July
20, at 1 p.m., and Thursday,
July 23, at 6:30 p.m., to
work on black tiles, using
white gel pen to add our
tangles, creating a lace
effect with white chalk
highlights 

Teen: Stardew Valley

Teens entering grades
8-12 are invited to play
Stardew valley and eat
snacks at Rodgers Libray
on Friday, July 24, at 2:30
p.m.

Family Art: Seed Mosaics

Ages 3+ can drop in at
Rodgers Library to create a
mosaic using beans and
seeds on Wednesday, July
15 at 5:30 p.m. 

Teen Build-A-Bouquet

Teens entering grades
8-12 are invited to make
their own mini bouquet
using loose flowers and
greenery at Rodgers
Library on Monday, July
27, at 2:30 p.m. 

Name That Tune Plus

In this amped-up ver-
sion of Name That Tune,
you'll guess songs and
tackle fun facts about the
artists and hits you love at
Rodgers Library on
Wednesday, July 29, at 2
p.m.

Sensory Cove with 
Community Autism Services

This event held at
Rodgers Library is
designed to provide parents
and caregivers with acces-
sible, evidence-based
information about early
childhood development and
autism. It will be held on
Wednesday, July 29, at
5:30 p.m.

Spoon Carving Workshop

Owl Eyes Wilderness
Survival returns to Rodgers
Library on Thursday, July
30, at 6:30 p.m., for an
adult spoon carving class.

Pokemon Party

Grades 1-5, are invited
to the Rodgers Library on

Friday, July 31, at 1:30
p.m., for an exciting Poké-
mon Party! Registration is
required.

Adventurers Storytime

Come to the Rodgers
Library for songs, stories,
bubbles and a craft or
activity for children ages 3-
5 and their caregivers at 10
a.m. on Tuesdays. 

BINGO! 

Bingo is back at the
Senior Center, 19 Kimball
Hill Rd., Hudson, every
Tuesday afternoon. Slider
cards will start being sold
at 1:15 p.m., $1.25 each.
You must be registered at
the Senior Center to play. 

Explorers Storytime

On Fridays at 1:30
p.m., the Rodgers Library
will have songs, stories,
bubbles and a craft or
activity for children ages 3-
5 and their caregivers. 

Inhouse Secondhand Teen
Hangout

Middle and high school
students ages 13+ are invit-
ed to enjoy the Rodgers
Library's teen space after
school, most Weekdays at
2:30 p.m. Snacks, charging
stations, video games, and
crafts provided. Connact the
Library with any questions.

Benson Park Saturday
Cleanup  

Please join for Park
Cleanup Day the third Sat-
urday of every month to
help keep Benson Park
clean and beautiful. Donate
whatever time you can
between the hours of 9 a.m.
and 2 p.m. Tools are avail-
able but bring your own
shovels, rakes, pruners,
loppers, etc. if you have
them. This is a great oppor-
tunity to serve the town,
make new friends and
enjoy the outdoors. Lunch
will be provided. Sign up
online if possible on the
Friends of Benson Park
website (friendsofbenson-
park.org) or simply come
to the Elephant Barn at the
top of the hill to sign in.

Drop In Stitchers 

Around Town
Continued from page 14

extremely reasonable. 

Buy-a-Brick and 
Show Gratitude

Preserve a memory and
help the Friends of the
Library support programs,
events, museum and enter-
tainment venue passes, and
scholarships. FOL will en-
grave your purchased
bricks with two lines ($55)
or three lines ($80) with
your special message. The
order form is on Rodgers
Memorial Library website
click on the Friends page.
The bricks are placed in the
RML Walkway twice a
year and will become an
enduring legacy. For an
inanimate object, each
brick can speak volumes. 

Laptop Donation Program

United Way of Greater
Nashua is reintroducing
their Tech Connect United
Laptop Donation Program.
Donate your working lap-
tops, tablets, and smart-
phones, and they will in
turn refurbish them for use
by low-income individuals
and families. The client
recipients are low-income,
and living in our Greater
Nashua area. Devices can
be dropped off at the Unit-
ed Way office located at 20
Broad St., Nashua between
9:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. on
weekdays or by appoint-
mentt email info@united-
waynashua.org if you have
any questions.

If you love to craft,
whether it be quilting, knit-
ting, crocheting, rug mak-
ing or plastic canvas, you
will LOVE this Rogers
Library  group! This group
will meet on Fridays at
9:15 a.m. 

A Good Yarn

On Tuesdays at 5 p.m.,
come to the Rodgers
Memorial Library to Share
tips, tricks, and stories
while you work on your
latest project and connect
with fellow fiber enthusi-
asts. Bring your own sup-
plies and stitch the evening
away.

Prose Book Sale

Check out the Second-
hand Prose sale area in the
Children's Room of Rogers
Memorial Library, running
during normal library
Hours. The book selection
offers something for every-
one, is re-stocked frequent-
ly and offered at the same
bargain price as the big
sale. Stationary featuring
work of local artists,
adorable tote bags, and
handmade gifts are also
available. The prices are

Lions Club Donates to
Hudson Reccreation

The Hudson Lions Club presented a check to Crissy Petersen, Hudson Recreation
Director, for a $1,000 scholarship for youths participating in the summer recreation
program. Pictured are Roger Latulippe, Past Council Chair, Gary Gasdia Club Pres-
ident, Chrissy Petersen and Lion Margaret St. Onge. Courtesy photo
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