
Assembling Fun Workers were busy assembling Car-
nival Rides on Tuesday afternoon, Aug. 4, as organizers prepare for the annual
Hudson Old Home Days celebration. The annual event begins on Thursday and
continues through Sunday afternoon, Aug. 9. Photo by Chris Paul
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PAUL CONYERS
HUDSON TIMES————–––

Benson Park may soon
see stricter rules for large
gatherings, after residents
complained of unauthorized
parties leaving overflowing
trash, blaring music, and lit-
ter behind, including bal-
loons and confetti that offi-

cials warn pose a risk to
local wildlife.

At its July meeting, the
Benson Park Advisory
Committee reviewed park
ordinances with an eye on
updating the park usage
forms residents must fill out
to hold large-scale gather-
ings at Benson Park.

“For people who aren’t
familiar, if you have a party
of 15 or more, 15 up to 50,
you need to fill out a park
usage form, which you can
find on the Benson Park
website under ‘forms,’ and
we were talking about pos-
sibly updating that,” ex-

Benson Park Moves to Crack 
Down on Large Party Violations

continued on page 7

continued on page 4

PAUL CONYERS
HUDSON TIMES————–––

Hudson’s Budget Com-
mittee is intentionally aim-
ing to make the town’s de-
fault budget as “painful” as
possible for the 2027-2028
fiscal year, a strategy offi-
cials say reflects rising
costs the town isn’t contrac-
tually obligated to cover.

The Committee met on
July 22 to determine the
drafting process for the
upcoming fiscal year.

“What are we doing
with the default budget?”
asked Town Administrator
Roy Sorenson.

Committee member and
default subcommittee mem-
ber Shawn Jasper said he
was in active discussion with
school and town officials.

“Default budgets are
intended to be painful. You

look at what goes into
default, and it’s contractual
obligations,” said Jasper.
“On the school side we have
things we are legally obli-
gated to do beyond that, like
anything related to special
education. That’s mandated
by the state, we have to pro-
vide the transportation and
we have to provide the
tuition. That is a number
that’s not going to be known
until school starts.”

He noted that some
numbers, like healthcare
costs, were more difficult to
determine when looking at

the default figures.
“That healthcare num-

ber is not a contractual obli-
gation,” added Jasper, re-
ferring to recent changes to
default calculations made at
the state level. “That’s
going to be, in my opinion,
the big thing that’s going to
change. Healthcare is what
it was, just like electricity,
just like fuel, just like any
other thing we have to keep
the lights on, we have to do
that, but it’s not a contractu-
al obligation.”

Committee member

Hudson Eyes ‘Painful’
Default Budget for 2027-28
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carnival rides, games, food
vendors, commercial ex-
hibitors, community organi-
zations and entertainment
throughout the weekend,
highlighted by a spectacular
fireworks display on Satur-
day night.

According to the com-
mittee’s website the high-
lights are:

Friday Activities
Friday’s festivities begin

with the parking lot opening
at 4:30 p.m., with Boy
Scout Troop 773 assisting
with parking and collecting
donations. The festival offi-
cially opens at 5 p.m., when
the carnival rides begin
operating.

Families can enjoy a
free petting zoo provided by

Carriage Shack Farm from
5 to 9 p.m., along with pony
rides ($10 per ride with a
75-pound weight limit). 

The Community Tent will
feature demonstrations
throughout the evening, while
live music under the Band
Tent runs from 7 to 10 p.m.

The popular Cirque
Cyber show is scheduled for
9 p.m. before the festival
closes for the evening at 11
p.m.

Saturday Highlights
Saturday offers a full

day of entertainment begin-
ning with the Hudson
Kiwanis Club assisting with
parking from 11:30 a.m. to
3 p.m. The festival officially
opens at noon, followed

Hudson Old Home Days Fun
Begins on Thursday, Aug. 6

CHRIS PAUL
HUDSON TIMES————–––

One of Hudson’s most
anticipated summer tradi-
tions returns this weekend
as Old Home Days 2026
gets underway on Thursday,
Aug. 6, bringing four days
of family fun, live entertain-
ment, carnival rides, food,
games and fireworks to the
grounds of the historic Hills
House on Derry Road.

The annual celebration,
which runs through Sunday,
Aug. 9, is expected to draw
thousands of residents and
visitors for a weekend filled
with activities for all ages
while raising funds for local
organizations that volunteer
throughout the event.

The midway will feature
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Violations
Continued from page 1
plained Committee Chair
Sue Clement. “Now we
have e-bikes coming
through the park, now we
have music that is too loud.”

Committee member
Evan Maloney researched
other parks across Southern
New Hampshire to get a

better idea of what new
ordinances might look like
and how they could be
enforced.

“I did draft something
up and send out a copy,
there weren’t too many sig-
nificant changes,” said Mal-
oney. “I specifically includ-
ed e-bikes in the language
that talks about regular
bikes, skaters, and skate-

boarders. I know the issue
of posting signs has come
up recently, so I included
that specifically.”

Other suggested addi-
tions restricted the sale of
food or goods in the park
without a permit, and limit-
ed “sustained loud noise”
beyond the ambient level
outside of approved events.
Fishing will remain permit-

ted “in accordance with New
Hampshire regulations.”

“Another thing was to
avoid damaging structures,
stone walls, wildlife, trees,
or plants,” said Clement,
singling out the practice of
nailing signs to trees as an
ongoing problem the Advi-
sory Committee wanted to
fix. “Failure to comply with
these could result in a fine.
For instance, if they did
have a group that violated
one or two of these things
and there was a patrol offi-
cer around, they could fine
the group $25.”

Public Works Director
Jay Twardosky added that
certain violations could
include a summons for dis-
turbing the peace.

Committee members
indicated that trash from
unauthorized parties was

another issue plaguing Ben-
son Park.

“I went walking this
past Sunday evening around
8 and there were three par-
ties that had not used the
park usage form, and the
music was loud. The trash
was overflowing. They had
balloons and confetti was
all over the place,” said
Clement. “As soon as I
mentioned the rules and that
they didn’t have a permit,
they were very good, did
pick up, and left, but I did
have a picture of overflow-
ing dumpsters that I sent to
the DPW.”

There is no daily trash
service to the park, as
twice-per-week trash pick-
up often struggles to keep
up with usage.

“Our guys had to come
in Sunday night to clean up

the mess that was left
behind, and it wasn’t just
those dumpsters. They were
all overfilled,” added Twar-
dosky, who warned that
confetti and balloon pieces
can be harmful to local
wildlife. “There’s a lot of
wildlife in the park; they
would have just dragged
everything all over the
place. That’s one of the rea-
sons why we have the park
usage form, so we can limit
the amount of people going
in at a time.”

Twardosky said he
wanted clear signage at the
entrances to Benson Park
outlining usage rules.

The Benson Park Advi-
sory Committee is set to
meet on Thursday, Aug. 20,
at 7 p.m. in the Hudson
Cable Access Center.

multiple reviews since the
initial concept.

“This is not a project
that has come and been
pushed through,” he said.
“If anything, it’s been a
tremendous effort on our
end, as well as staff, this
Board, the Conservation
Commission, and the third-
party reviewers, to get it
where it is.”

Members of the public
did have a few concerns,
especially regarding the
property’s proximity to a
now-capped asbestos dis-
posal site.

“In the field of environ-
mental law, converting pol-
luted land into income-pro-
ducing land is called creat-
ing a brown field. The
developer and contractor
should be commended for
taking on the serious cost
and time to remediate the
site,” said resident Deb Put-
nam. “But an obvious con-
cern would be the long-term
exposure of residents in the

apartments to asbestos con-
tamination, and the law-
suits the town may face, as
the site has already been
identified as a hot spot by
the State of New Hamp-
shire.”

She warned the devel-
opers to keep the nearby
wetlands in mind during
construction and to strictly
follow New Hampshire
environmental guidelines.
Dumont and Haden
assured Putnam and the
Board that the asbestos
issue had been accounted
for and that their stormwa-
ter management plan was
comprehensive.

“I understand that there
are going to be vehicles
here, I understand that
there’s potential for oil to
be spilled, but this isn’t a
commercial or maintenance
lot,” said Haden. “I think
the probability of an oil
change happening is far
less than at a typical com-
mercial lot.”

After Long Presentation, Meadows Development Struggles to Get Approval 
PAUL CONYERS
HUDSON TIMES————–––

The Planning Board met
on July 22 to hear a long
presentation from Engineer
James Haden on the mixed-
use Meadows Development
proposed for Central Street.
Recently, changes were
made following comments
from the Planning Board
and Conservation Commis-
sion.

“Building B was extend-
ed a little bit to the east and
Building D was made
smaller running north to
south. This was done in an
effort to make the buildings
similar and to also give
them an equal unit distribu-
tion. We also reduced park-
ing spaces,” explained
Haden. “By doing that, we
reduced the amount of
impervious surface on site
by about 30,000 square
feet.”

Speaking as a resident,
Dillon Dumont added that
the project has gone through

Elvis Dhima, Director
of Development Services,
stressed that all relevant
information about the site
was public.

“You can come to Town
Hall and say, ‘I’d like to
know any information you
have related to this proper-
ty,’ and they’ll find site plan
approval, any documenta-
tion related to an alteration
of terrain permit, and any
approval related to this
property will be available to
the public,” said Dhima.

The asbestos cap on the
site dates back to the late
1980s and early 1990s.

Despite these assur-
ances, Board members still
had a few questions about
the mixed-use nature of The
Meadows.

“For Building A, you’ve
got it listed as retail, right?”
asked Chair Tim Malley,
who noted that most of the
complex seemed to be
focused on residential
development. “I was trying

to figure it out in the plan.”
Dumont said the build-

ing was designed for retail
and restaurant space, along
with several food trucks,
assuring the Planning Board
that traffic and parking cal-
culations took those uses
into account. A mixed-use
variance was previously
granted by the Zoning
Board of Adjustment.

“It’s a complicated proj-
ect and there’s been many
iterations of it,” said Board
member James Crowley,
who wanted to verify all
concerns. “Do we have any-
thing from the Hudson Fire
Department concerning a
state fire marshal ruling? I
think there was a major
question about two access
points.”

The applicant indicated
there were a few jurisdic-
tional issues around fire
regulations, while the Board
Chair noted that such a dis-
pute was separate from the
Planning Board’s decision-

making process.
“It does not change the

site plan. If we are not
granted relief from that, or
it’s determined that our
number of units is not
allowed, our simple solu-
tion is going to be to reduce
those units internally,” said
Dumont. “The plan outside,
the building size, the road-
ways, none of that will
change.”

Malley also asked the
applicant to focus more on
traffic in the final plan by
taking a proposed drive-thru
restaurant into account.

Despite initial hopes for
final approval, the Planning
Board was unable to take all
of the recent changes and
staff recommendations into
account before the end of
the meeting. 

The Board voted to con-
tinue the application to a
later date, after approving
waivers related to parking
and a landscaping buffer.
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2. A parent, guardian, or
adult student requests re-
mote learning, such as an
online course.

3. A parent approved
program is authorized under
School Board policy IHBI.

For district-wide remote
learning during inclement
weather, the policy notes
that the district may shift to
remote instruction pursuant
to School Board policy IC.

The policy encourages
students to take advantage
of remote learning opportu-
nities as part of their educa-
tion. Extended Learning
Opportunities and Alterna-
tive Learning Plans will
continue to follow policies
IHBH and IHBI.

Regarding high school

credit, remote courses must
be approved by the building
principal before a student
enrolls. Policy IK, which
governs earning credit throu-
gh competency achievement,
also applies. The policy
clarifies that:

• Remote courses may
not be required for earning
competencies; they may
only serve as electives or
equivalents to in-person
options.

• Remote learning op-
tions used toward the 43
courses required for an
approved high school must
appear in the school’s pro-
gram of studies.

• The district must pro-
vide necessary equipment,
software, and internet con-

School Board Gives OK on Updated Remote Learning Policy
ALEX MALM

HUDSON TIMES————–––
The Hudson School Board

has approved an updated
remote learning policy, clar-
ifying when and how stu-
dents may participate in
instruction outside the
classroom and outlining the
requirements for earning
credit through online or
hybrid coursework.

The policy defines “re-
mote learning/education” as
any instructional mode that
is not in-person, including
correspondence, video-bas-
ed instruction, internet-bas-
ed programs, online courses
such as VLACS, or hybrid
models that combine remote
and traditional learning.

Under state Department
of Education rules, remote
learning may be offered
only when:

1. Weather makes it
unsafe to transport students
to or from school.

nectivity for district based
remote learning that counts
toward required coursework.

Students seeking to en-
roll in independent remote
learning programs must
obtain written approval
from the principal, com-
plete prerequisites, and pro-
vide teacher or counselor
recommendations confirm-
ing they are prepared for
remote instruction.

Approved remote learn-
ing courses must meet state
and local standards, be
taught by licensed educa-
tors, and include feedback
and monitoring of student

progress. A syllabus outlin-
ing prerequisites, learning
goals, evaluation criteria,
and teacher responsibilities
must be submitted before
approval.

Students taking approv-
ed online courses must be
enrolled in the district and
complete the courses during
the regular school day un-
less special circumstances
allow remote access. Sum-
mer online courses follow
the same rules.

When students partici-
pate in remote learning on
school grounds, a teacher or
staff member will provide

general supervision and as-
sist students who encounter
difficulties. The principal
will assign a teacher to mon-
itor progress, grading, and
testing when applicable.

Students earning credit
for remote learning must de-
monstrate competency ach-
ievement and participate in
all statewide assessments.
Credit is granted only after
the final grade is submitted
to the principal or designee,
along with feedback from
the online instructor.

The School Board voted
unanimously to approve the
updated policy.

that personal communica-
tion devices used for non-
academic purposes often
interfere with instruction for
both individual students and
the classroom. The policy
also emphasizes that the
school community; includ-
ing students, staff, teachers,
and coaches; should model
appropriate cell phone use.
Devices may be used in
emergencies that threaten
the safety of students or
staff.

For policy purposes, a
personal communication
device is defined as any
non-district provided inter-
net capable or data capable
device that can support
calls, texts, emails, or in-
stant messages. This in-

cludes cell phones, tablets,
laptops, and smart devices.
District-owned devices are
those provided for instruc-
tional use.

Under the proposed
restrictions, student use of
personal communication
devices is prohibited from
the first bell to the dis-
missal bell; including
lunch, passing time, and
recess.

Students participating
in extracurriculars, co-cur-
riculars, field trips, or other
activities must follow rules
set by the coach, instructor,
or supervisor. The policy
reiterates that personal
communication devices or
any device with recording
capabilities may not be

Updated Cell Phone Policy Reviewed by School Board 
ALEX MALM

HUDSON TIMES————–––
The Hudson School

Board held a first reading of
its updated cell phone poli-
cy during its most recent
meeting, beginning the
annual review process re-
quired under state law.

Superintendent Dan
Moulis said the district
gathered feedback from
administrators and teachers
after one year of imple-
menting new rules prompt-
ed by state legislation that
restricts student cell phone
use during the school day.

The proposed policy
states that the district is
committed to maintaining a
learning environment free
from disruptions, noting

used in locker rooms, bath-
rooms, or any location
where privacy is expected.

If digital devices are
used to enhance classroom
learning, the district is
responsible for providing
District-owned devices.
Students may still bring
personal devices such as
laptops or tablets for educa-
tional use, but if those
devices are used for person-
al communication, the con-
sequences outlined in Sec-
tion D of the policy will
apply.

The policy notes that
while it is best practice for
personal devices not to be
brought to school, students
who do bring them must
keep them powered off and

stored in a locker, back-
pack, or handbag. The dis-
trict is not responsible for
loss, damage, or theft.

Moulis said the most
significant updates involve
consequences, which were
adjusted based on staff
feedback.

The policy states that
students may not use elec-
tronic devices to record
audio, video, or images of
any student or staff member
without permission. Unau-
thorized distribution may
result in disciplinary action.
The school reserves the
right to inspect a student’s
personal device, within the
limits of RSA 189:70, if
there is reasonable suspi-
cion of policy violations or

misconduct.
The updated conse-

quences would be:
1. First Offense: Device

secured in the main office
for the remainder of the
day; parent/guardian noti-
fied by email.

2. Second Offense: De-
vice secured in the main
office; office detention is-
sued; parent/guardian noti-
fied by phone.

3. Subsequent Offenses:
Device secured in the main
office; two office detentions
issued; meeting requested
with parent/guardian.

The School Board unan-
imously approved sending
the updated policy to a final
reading on Aug. 17.

Hudson Times
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Editorial
Late summer always sneaks up on us.

One minute we’re swatting blackflies, and
the next the sunlight turns that soft golden
color only August can manage. The last
flowers make their final stand, fall sports
begin stretching their legs, and suddenly
we realize Old Home Day season is here
again.

Hudson and Londonderry have spent
months behind the scenes preparing their
big celebrations, because these aren’t just
dates on a calendar, they’re reminders of
who we are and how long we’ve been
gathering together. Hudson’s Home Days
arrives first, filling the Hills House
grounds on Aug. 6 with families, neigh-
bors, longtime residents, and newcomers
still learning where the good parking spots
are. It’s grown into multiple days all
focused around a carnival packed with
activities for every age, running from
morning until late into the night.

A week later, Londonderry’s Old
Home Day continues a tradition on the
Town Common that also stretches across
multiple days as well, each one chockfull
of something different to enjoy. Both cele-
brations have changed over the years, but
their purpose hasn’t: bringing people
home.

This year, Londonderry’s festival had
its share of challenges as it transitioned
into a nonprofit. Change is never simple,
but volunteers stepped up, organizations
pitched in, and the community pulled
together the way it always does. It wasn’t
perfect, it never is, but perfection has
never been the point. Participation is.

Across both towns, the ingredients are

familiar: children’s games, nonprofits
sharing their missions, parades, barbe-
cues, concerts, senior events, fireworks,
and yes, candidates shaking hands. But the
real magic isn’t in the schedule. It’s in the
gathering.

These festivals don’t arrive prepack-
aged. They’re built by volunteers, civic
groups, town staff, and residents who care
enough to give their time. Their work cre-
ates something simple but powerful: a
chance to reconnect with people we
haven’t seen in a while, to watch kids who
once played together now grown and rais-
ing families of their own, and to feel that
familiar tug of community that reminds us
why we call these towns home.

And as your local newspapers, the
Londonderry Times and Hudson Times
we get to witness it all. We stand in the
heat, the rain, the dust, and the crowds so
we can bring these moments back to you
in print. We’ve covered these traditions for
decades, and every year we’re reminded
that community isn’t just something you
live in. It’s something you show up for.

So mark your calendar. Whether you
were born here or chose this place later in
life, these summer days will become part
of your memories. Enjoy the traditions
that define Hudson and Londonderry,
meet your neighbors, learn a little town
history, and celebrate the feeling of home
that only a true New England summer can
offer.

Because school is about to start, fall is
waiting around the corner, and summer,
like the kids who grew up too fast, never
stays as long as we wish it would.

Celebrating Home for 127 Years

Nutfield Publishing, LLC

118 Hardy Road, Londonderry, NH 03053
603-537-2760 
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immediately by the Open-
ing Ceremony at the flag-
pole near the Hills House.

Saturday is also Super
Wristband Day for the car-
nival rides, giving visitors
unlimited rides with a spe-
cial wristband purchase.

The Community Tent
will feature activities
throughout the day hosted
by Perfect Entertainment,
including an Arts & Crafts

and Coloring Contest, Kids’
Olympics, carnival games,
gift card bingo, interactive
music bingo, and both chil-
dren’s and adult pie-eating
contests.

Entertainment under the
Band Tent begins with
Carter on Guitar from noon
to 2 p.m., followed by the
Let’s Play Music School
Showcase of Talent from 2
to 4 p.m., Tainted Hearts
from 4 to 5 p.m., the Miss

Nutfield presentation at 6
p.m., and live music from
Whiskey 6 from 7 to 11 p.m.

Carriage Shack Farm will
once again offer a free petting
zoo from noon to 6:30 p.m.,
along with pony rides
throughout the afternoon.

The Cirque Cyber show
will perform at 3 p.m., 6
p.m. and 9:30 p.m.

The evening’s biggest
attraction will be the annual
fireworks spectacular, spon-
sored by SL Chasse Steel
and presented by JPI
Pyrotechnics, beginning at
approximately 9 p.m.

Parking assistance
throughout the day will also
be provided by the Alvirne
Broncos Football Touch-
down Club and the Alvirne
Bronco Boosters Club.

Sunday Finale
The final day of Old

Home Days begins at noon,
with the Alvirne High
School Junior ROTC assist-
ing with parking and col-
lecting donations from
11:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Sunday also features
Wristband Day, allowing
visitors to enjoy unlimited
carnival rides for one low
price from noon to 5 p.m.

Old Home Days
Continued from page 1
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SPECIALIZING IN COLLISION REPAIR

The 4th Annual Craft
Fair will be held under the
Community Tent through-
out the afternoon, while the
STEM Mobile returns from
noon to 3 p.m., offering
interactive science, technol-
ogy, engineering and math
activities for children.

Entertainment begins
with the Cirque Cyber show
at 12:30 p.m., followed by a
performance by the Saval
Dance Academy from 12:30
to 1:30 p.m. under the Band
Tent. The Sea Cadets will
present a demonstration
from 1:30 to 2 p.m., fol-
lowed by another Cirque
Cyber performance at 2 p.m.

The popular Hudson
American Legion Band
takes the Band Tent stage
from 2 to 4 p.m., with the
final Cirque Cyber perform-
ance scheduled for 4 p.m.

One of the day’s most
anticipated events will be

the annual Hudson Police
vs. Hudson Fire Depart-
ment Tug of War, beginning
at 4 p.m., as the two depart-
ments battle for this year’s
championship belt.

The 2026 Hudson Old
Home Days celebration
concludes at 5 p.m. Sunday,
bringing another successful
year of family fun and com-
munity spirit to a close until
next summer.

Festival organizers
encourage residents to
come out and enjoy one of
Hudson’s premier annual
events while supporting the
many volunteers, civic
organizations and local
businesses that make Old
Home Days possible.

Note: Information pro-
vided from hudsonoldhome-
days.com  See related story
on page 8 for details on the
event by the the Committee
President Tim Malley.

Photos of past Hudson Old Home Days 
celebrations by Chris Paul
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Peter Dobbins Hagearty
Peter Dobbins Hagearty, 60, of

Londonderry, NH, passed away Thurs-
day July 30, 2026 at Elliot Hospital in
Manchester, NH. Peter was born in
Hartford, CT, a son of the late Mildred
(Dobbins) Conlon and John F. Hag-

earty, Jr. He was raised and educated in West Hartford,
CT and was a graduate of Northeastern University in
Boston, MA. Peter and his family have been residents
of Londonderry, NH since 1997.

For the past 5 years, Peter worked as the Director of
Technical Operations at Mercury Systems. He enjoyed
traveling with his family and restoring classic cars with
his son. He also liked playing chess, boating, and
spending the summers at Crescent Lake in Wolfeboro,
NH.

He is survived by his devoted wife of 33 years, Julia
(Russ) Hagearty; his daughter, Hannah Elizabeth Jude
Hagearty; and his son, Patrick Dobbins Hagearty; his
father, John F. Hagearty, Jr. and his partner Elaine
Gilman of West Wardsboro, VT; his sister, Sarah
(Hagearty) Nalbantian and her husband Serge Nalbant-
ian of Philadelphia, PA; and his brother, John F.
Hagearty, III of Farmington, CT.

After cremation, a Mass of Christian Burial was
celebrated on Tuesday, Aug. 4, at St. Jude Parish. Bur-
ial followed at Pillsbury Cemetery in Londonderry. In
lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to,
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, 501 St. Jude
Place, Memphis, TN, 38105. To send a condolence,
please visit www.peabodyfuneralhome.com.
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there,” said committee mem-
ber Jake Beauchemin, who
incorporated language from
the former Sustainability
Advisory Committee’s draft
charter. “We wanted similar
language in ours, that’s been
added to this now. I’ve
tweaked it of course, just to
apply more directly to us,
but it’s in there as well as the
other language.”

Beauchemin said he felt
the Committee was “close”
to a final draft. Town
Administrator Roy Soren-
son has recommended char-
ters for all advisory com-
mittees, adding urgency to

the process.
“With those few correc-

tions, I feel pretty confi-
dent,” said Chair Sue
Clement. “At this point,
seeing that Mr. Sorenson
wants us to hand this in, I
think we should make a
vote to pass it into the
Board of Selectmen for
review.” She noted that
questions remain about
whether the Committee
should have a formal finan-
cial role. “This hasn’t been
an easy task.”

The Committee voted
without debate to send the
revised draft back to the

Benson Park Committee Nears Final Charter Approval After Latest Revisions
PAUL CONYERS
HUDSON TIMES————–––

After months of back
and forth edits, the Benson
Park Advisory Committee
believes it is finally closing
in on a charter draft the
Board of Selectmen will
approve. Members met on
July 16 to review the latest
round of revisions, hoping
this version will be the one
that moves forward.

“I went through it all
again. Our last revision was
sort of mid-late March, so I
had some notes from the
March meeting, several
meetings, and I put those in

Board of Selectmen.
Members also discussed

feedback from the Division
of Historical Resources
regarding Hudson’s effort
to turn the old train station
into a museum, including
mold and lead remediation
requirements.

“I have found the paper-
work,” Clement said. “I
think I found the actual
form of what they were
looking for from the Histor-
ical Society. We can contact
them and help move
through what we’ve been
stopped on.”

New member Steve

Przystac offered his expert-
ise. “One of the things I did
when I was working was
industrial hygiene, includ-
ing lead abatement projects.
I have worked a few of them
and I know a little bit about
it,” he said. “Has the com-
mittee applied for any grants
there are for the restoration
of historical buildings? Lead
abatement is one of the
things specifically men-
tioned in many grants.”

Clement said the Com-
mittee has “approval for
funds to be spent,” though it
is unclear whether grants
are part of the funding. “Not

the whole project,” she said.
“This is a step; this step is
funded.”

Committee members
agreed that many more
steps remain before the
train station can open,
requiring coordination with
other town bodies, includ-
ing the Board of Selectmen.

“This part is the remedi-
ation part,” Beauchemin
said. “We just wanted to
make sure we were collabo-
rating with the Historical
Society and doing it the
right way.”

Despite delays, officials
expressed optimism.

month of June. The report
offered a snapshot of end-
of-year behavior trends and
comparisons to the same
period last year.

At the Early Learning
Center – Library Street, the
report showed a quiet end to
the school year. There were
no detentions, in-school
suspensions, out-of-school

suspensions, or bullying
incidents recorded in June.
Last June, the school
reported one discipline
incident of any type, mean-
ing this year ended with
fewer issues.

The Early Learning
Center, Dr. H.O. Smith also
reported a relatively calm
month. There were no
detentions issued in June,
along with three in-school
suspensions and no out-of-
school suspensions. No
bullying incidents were
reported. Last June, the
school recorded one out-of-
school suspension, making
this year’s numbers slightly
lower in that category.

Hills Garrison reported
no detentions in June,
matching last year’s report.
The school recorded six in-

School Board Gets Briefed on June Discipline Reports
ALEX MALM

HUDSON TIMES————–––
The Hudson School

Board received its final dis-
cipline report of the school
year during its most recent
meeting, with administra-
tors outlining detentions,
suspensions, bullying inci-
dents, and other violations
across all schools for the

school suspensions, an
increase from four issued
during the same period last
year. As in June 2025, there
were no out-of-school sus-
pensions. The school also
reported one personal com-
munication device viola-
tion, a category that has
become more common
across the District as
schools monitor student use
of phones and other
devices.

At Nottingham West,
the report showed no deten-
tions, no in-school suspen-
sions, and no out-of-school
suspensions issued in June.
Last year, the school
recorded three in-school
suspensions and three out-
of-school suspensions dur-
ing the same reporting peri-
od, meaning this year ended

with fewer discipline issues
overall.

Hudson Memorial School
saw higher numbers than
the elementary schools,
which is typical for a mid-
dle school setting. The
report showed 13 detentions
issued in June, the same
number recorded in June
2025. The school reported
13 in-school suspensions,
an increase from seven
issued in May 2026, indi-
cating a rise in discipline
toward the end of the year.
out-of-school suspensions
also increased, with 10
issued in June, compared to
three last year. The school
recorded 10 personal com-
munication device viola-
tions, reflecting ongoing
challenges with student
phone use.

Alvirne High School
reported the highest disci-
pline totals in the District,

which is expected given its
size. The school issued 47
detentions in June, a signif-
icant jump from seven
issued during the same
month last year. There were
13 in-school suspensions,
down slightly from seven
issued last June. out-of-
school suspensions increas-
ed to 10, compared to two
last year. Alvirne also
reported three personal
communication device vio-
lations for the month.

Across the District,
administrators noted that
discipline numbers vary
widely by age group, school
size, and end-of-year activi-
ty levels. The June report
serves as the final snapshot
of student behavior for the
2025–2026 school year and
will be used as part of the
District’s ongoing review of
discipline trends.
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into existence if in fact 90%
of the operating budget is
obligated?” asked Commit-
tee member Bill Cole. “We
often have an operating
budget and a default budget
that is a difference without a
distinction.”

Jasper noted that the
pain comes from a lack of
increase on items like
healthcare, electricity, lia-

bility insurance, and main-
tenance.

“That number on the
default budget is basically
none of that stuff rolling
up,” he said. “You’ve got to
run all of the police cars,
fire trucks, school buses
and everything, and you’re
going to be doing that at the
previous year’s price when
gas is up a buck-and-a-half.

Budget
Continued from page 1
Kevin Walsh questioned
exactly what the obligations
would be regarding health
insurance if a default budg-
et is approved.

“You take the previous
year, which has the insur-
ance built in, that carries
over, and you make the
adjustment based on what-
ever the contract says mon-
etarily, based on whatever
their pay might be, and we
give a separate breakout for
the health insurance in-
crease,” explained Soren-
son, who indicated that any
increased costs would need
to come from other areas of
the school budget.

He planned to have a
report ready by the Budget
Committee’s next meeting
on Wednesday, Sept. 2.

Jasper and several other
members reiterated the need
for a “painful” default
budget, which serves as the
alternative if a budget is
rejected during the annual
March election.

“How do we make this
painful thing come back

That’s where the pain is.”
There were other ques-

tions about where out-of-
budget items fit in, though
the Town Administrator and
others noted that such items
typically appear on the bal-
lot as separate warrant arti-
cles, all of which go
through the normal review
process with the Budget
Committee.

Therese (Dionne) Duval
Therese (Dionne) Duval, 91, long

time resident of Hudson, NH, passed
away peacefully surrounded by her
loving family on Sunday July 26,
2026.

She was born May 6, 1935 in
Canada, daughter of the late Demetrius and Marie
Anna Dionne.

Therese will be be lovingly remembered by her two
sons and daughter; Guy and his significant other Janet,
Claude, Claudette and her significant other Ron, a
grandson; Roy and his wife Alyza, a granddaughter;
Madison, two great grandchildren; Brody and Rylee as
well as several nieces and nephews in Canada, two very
special nieces who assisted in her care; Ghislaine and
Diane and her two fur babies; Princess and Baby Girl.

Therese loved gardening and crocheting and will be
missed by all who knew her.

A special note of thanks to the associates and care
givers at the Derry Rehab who showed extra love and
care for Therese.

A time of visitation was held on Wednesday, July
29 in the Dumont-Sullivan Funeral Home, 50 Ferry
Street in Hudson. Burial followed in St. Patrick Ceme-
tery in Hudson.

OBITUARY

JUNK CARS • SCRAP METAL
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TOLL
FREE

PICK UP SERVICE AVAILABLE
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For more details call:

Selectmen.
Staff training also

remained a central issue,
especially with the pending
retirement of Library Direc-
tor Linda Pilla and the
expected transition to a new
director.

“We normally do a Staff
Training Day at the library
anyway, but I came across a
workshop that is available
for our staff to take that
would help deal with major
changes in the workplace,”
explained Pilla. “A good
friend of mine who runs a
consultancy company called
Uncomfortable Fun is going
to come in and speak to the
staff about how to handle
change in the workplace,
how to handle it with grace
when different personalities
handle it differently, and
how to enjoy change, as

opposed to thinking it’s
absolutely awful.”

Pilla asked the Trustees
to support her preferred
speaker, along with the pro-
gram’s $1,500 price tag.
Despite the cost, most
Board members voiced
their support.

“What perfect timing,”
said St. Onge. “There’s a
lot of changes going on
right now.”

Trustee Lisa Weber
moved to support the
Uncomfortable Fun pro-
gram, which was unani-
mously approved.

Library Trustees Approve $1,500 Workplace Training, Weigh AED Upkeep”
PAUL CONYERS
HUDSON TIMES————–––

The Rodgers Memorial
Library Board of Trustees
met on July 22 to discuss
the start of a new fiscal year,
something Treasurer Mar-
garet St. Onge said was
already underway.

“Everything looks great.
We finished the last fiscal
year out with a bang, the
money was spent appropri-
ately, nothing was left out,
we started the new year, the
money has been transferred
over, and we’ve started pay-
ing bills for the new year,”
said St. Onge. “We renewed
our CD and we have anoth-
er CD coming up in Sep-
tember. I think we’ll renew
that soon.”

A review of library
finances is scheduled for
Sept. 15 by the Board of

“We’ll be working
through the process of hav-
ing a new director, and I just
think it’s a good, supportive
way of managing these
changes and allowing peo-
ple to process in ways that
are appropriate for them,”
said Pilla. “The other part
of the day is going to be
doing first aid. I spoke to
the Fire Chief yesterday.
We’re going to try to work
something out where one of
his folks will come over and
walk our newer staff
through lifesaving tech-
niques and AED equip-

ment.”
Multiple employees are

already Red Cross certified
in first aid techniques. The
library’s AED (automated
external defibrillator)
equipment has been in place
for years and, according to
staff, is regularly inspected
and replaced as needed.

“The battery goes for
three years?” asked Trustee
Ali Rafieymehr. “When is
the next time the battery
needs to be replaced?”

“Do we only have one
battery? Or do we only have
one set of pads?” added

Trustee Sue Jones.
The Board was told that

AED batteries are sched-
uled for replacement within
the next few months, and
that backup batteries aren’t
kept on hand since all bat-
teries need to be replaced at
the same time.

The Staff Training Day
is planned for Friday, Sept.
11. The next meeting of the
Rodgers Memorial Library
Board of Trustees is sched-
uled for Wednesday, Aug.
19, in the Hudson Commu-
nity Television Building.
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can expect throughout the
four day event. The festival,
a longstanding Hudson tra-
dition, is set to bring thou-
sands of visitors to the Hills
House Grounds for a week-
end of food, entertainment,
family activities, and com-
munity pride.

“We have got a great

weekend coming up for
you,” Malley announced.
“Every year we have con-
stant things that happen.
We have a carnival, we
have food, we have bands
and shows happening all
the time. Carriage Shack is
going to be there with the
largest petting zoo that they
ever do, and this year we
have Regis Landscaping
doing a raffle for Autism
Speaks.”

Malley also clarified
the event schedule after
earlier announcements sug-
gested the festival would
run through Monday, Aug.
10. The final day will be
Sunday, Aug. 9, with most
of the major events taking
place on Saturday.

Saturday’s lineup is
expected to draw the
biggest crowds. “On Satur-
day we’re going to have the
Flying Circus, an organiza-

Old Home Days Events Promise To Be Better Than Ever
PAUL CONYERS
HUDSON TIMES————–––

Hudson is putting the
finishing touches on prepa-
rations for its 2026 Old
Home Days celebration,
with Old Home Days Com-
mittee President Tim Mal-
ley offering a townwide
update on what residents

tion that teaches kids how
to juggle and do all of the
circus acts. They’re going to
be on the whole field until 6
p.m. More exciting is at 2
p.m. on Saturday when we
have the epic return of the
Hudson Fire versus the
Hudson Police Department
Tug of War,” Malley said.
“Saturday night is also
going to be our spectacular
fireworks show. The fire-
works are going to go off
around 9 p.m., give or take,
and they’re going to last
anywhere from 20 to 30
minutes.”

Saturday will also be
the longest day of the festi-
val, with food stalls and car-
nival rides open from 12
p.m. to 11 p.m. The Car-
riage Shack Farm petting
zoo will run from 12 p.m. to
6:30 p.m., remaining free to
all visitors. Pony rides, also
provided by Carriage Shack
Farm, will cost $10 per ride.
Perfect Entertainment will
host two pie eating contests;
one for kids at 4 p.m., and
one for adults at 4:30 p.m.
Sunday’s schedule includes
a craft fair and a 1 p.m.
magic show, rounding out
the weekend’s activities.

“Those are just the
highlights, there’s way too
many things for me to say,”
Malley added, noting that
the full schedule includes
dozens of smaller events,
demonstrations, and per-

formances spread across the
grounds.

Town officials also
expressed enthusiasm for
the upcoming celebration.
Town Administrator Roy
Sorenson said he was look-
ing forward to attending
and hinted that he may even
be part of one of the festi-
val’s more playful attrac-
tions. “There was even a
rumor going around that the
Town Administrator (and
others) might be in the dunk
tank this year. I don’t know
if I can clarify those rumors.
You’ll have to stay tuned,”
he said.

Sorenson reflected on
how Old Home Days differs
from the community events
he grew up with. “Being a
Massachusetts native; al-
though I have been up in
this state since 2002, so I’m
not at the halfway point
where I’ve been more in
New Hampshire than Mass-
achusetts; anyways, I came
here and wherever you went
in New Hampshire, it was
Old Home Days, Old Home
Days, Old Home Days. In
my hometown, they just did
a one day event. They do it
different here, obviously,
which is fantastic.”
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ity for children ages 3-5 and
their caregivers at 10 a.m.
on Tuesdays. 

BINGO! 

Bingo is back at the
Senior Center, 19 Kimball
Hill Rd., Hudson, every
Tuesday afternoon. Slider
cards will start being sold at
1:15 p.m., $1.25 each. You
must be registered at the
Senior Center to play. 

Explorers Storytime

On Fridays at 1:30 p.m.,
the Rodgers Library will
have songs, stories, bubbles
and a craft or activity for
children ages 3-5 and their
caregivers. 

Cookbook Club

This Rodgers Library
club will meet on Monday,
Aug. 31, at 11:30 a.m. This
month will use the book
“The side dish bible : 1001
perfect recipes for every
vegetable, rice, grain, and
bean dish you'll ever need”

by America's Test Kitchen.

Benson Park Saturday
Cleanup  

Please join for Park
Cleanup Day the third Sat-
urday of every month to
help keep Benson Park
clean and beautiful. Donate
whatever time you can
between the hours of 9 a.m.
and 2 p.m. Tools are avail-
able but bring your own
shovels, rakes, pruners, lop-
pers, etc. if you have them.
This is a great opportunity
to serve the town, make new
friends and enjoy the out-
doors. Lunch will be pro-
vided. Sign up online if
possible on the Friends of
Benson Park website
(friendsofbensonpark.org)
or simply come to the Ele-
phant Barn at the top of the
hill to sign in.

Drop In Stitchers 

If you love to craft,
whether it be quilting, knit-

Around Town
Continued from page 13

n't require many supplies to
get started come learn at the
Rodgers Library on Satur-
day, Aug. 29, at 10 a.m.

Three Men and a One-
Shilling Knife

This engaging program
uses a dramatic 1788 tavern
killing in New Durham to
show how genealogists
uncover the stories from the
past at the Rodgers Library
on Thursday, Aug. 27, at
6:30 p.m. 

Summer Concert: 4EverFab

The Rodgers Library
Summer Concert series will
be closing out the summer
on Saturday, Aug. 15, at
noon with one of our
favorite bands!  

Adventurers Storytime

Come to the Rodgers
Library for songs, stories,
bubbles and a craft or activ- Continued on page 15
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AUTOS
Donate Your Car to Veterans
Today! Help and Support our
Veterans. Fast – Free pick up.
100% tax deductible. Call
800-245-0398.

MISCELLANEOUS
Reach millions of homes
nationwide with one easy,
affordable buy in the ADS
Network! For more informa-
tion www.communitypub-
lishers.com/category/all-

products.

Top Dollar Paid for old vin-
tage guitars! Gibson, Fender,
Martin, Grecsch, Ricken-
backer, Epiphone, Etc. 1930’s
to 1980’s. Call 866-433-

8277.

Peace of mind & early detec-
tion - Now more than ever,
it’s important to get screened
for Stroke & Cardiovascular
Disease risk. Life Line
Screening is simple & pain-
less. 833-970-4172.

Need cash quickly? We buy
houses in any condition. Get
a fair cash offer within 24
hours! Call today. Liz Buys
Houses: 833-359-4707.

SunSetter. America’s Number
One Awning! Instant shade at

since 1920. Consultation,
production, promotion & dis-
tribution. Free author`s guide
877-729-4998 or dorrancein-
fo.com/ads.

No more cleaning gutters.
Guaranteed! LeafFilter
backed by no-clog guarantee
& lifetime warranty. Call 1-
833-610-1936 to schedule
Free inspection/estimate. Get
15% off your entire order.
Military & Seniors get addi-
tional 10% off. Limited time.
Restrictions apply, see rep
for details.

the touch of a button. Trans-
form your deck or patio into
an outdoor oasis. Up to 10-
year limited warranty. Save
$350 today! 855-914-1148.

Consumer Cellular - same
reliable, nationwide coverage
as large carriers. No long-
term contract or hidden fees,
free activation. All plans
unlimited talk & text starting
at just $20/mo. 877-751-
0866.

Become a published author.
We want to read your book!
Dorrance Publishing trustedMASONRY

Michael's Masonry 
Specializing in repair work:
steps, walkways, retaining
walls, pointing, stone work.
Free estimate  603-421-0686

FOR SALE
Old Town 12ft Loon Kayak yel-
low with paddle asking $350. If
interested, call 603-759-1270.

TILING-CARPENTRY
Bathrooms, Backsplashes,
interior repairs, Senior dis-
counts, accepts credit cards,
40 years experience, email
phone and work required,
JPMarmontiart@gmail.com
Facebook: Marmonti Remod-
eling

MOVING SALE
August 1-2 from 9am-2pm @
9 Kelley Rd, Londonderry rain
or shine 
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ting, crocheting, rug mak-
ing or plastic canvas, you
will LOVE this Rogers
Library group! This group
will meet on Fridays at 9:15
a.m. 

A Good Yarn

On Tuesdays (Except
Aug. 4) at 5 p.m., come to
the Rodgers Memorial
Library to Share tips, tricks,
and stories while you work
on your latest project and
connect with fellow fiber
enthusiasts. Bring your own
supplies and stitch the
evening away.

Inhouse Secondhand Prose
Book Sale

Check out the Second-
hand Prose sale area in the
Children's Room of Rogers
Memorial Library, running
during normal library
Hours. The book selection
offers something for every-
one, is re-stocked frequent-

ly and offered at the same
bargain price as the big sale.
Stationary featuring work
of local artists, adorable
tote bags, and handmade
gifts are also available. The
prices are extremely reason-
able. 

Teen Hangout

Teens ages 13+ are
invited to hangout and
enjoy snacks in in the
Rodgers Library Teen
Hangout room on Week-
days, last week in August at
2 p.m. 

Buy-a-Brick and 
Show Gratitude

Preserve a memory and
help the Friends of the
Library support programs,
events, museum and enter-
tainment venue passes, and
scholarships. FOL will en-
grave your purchased bricks
with two lines ($55) or
three lines ($80) with your
special message. The order
form is on Rodgers Memor-
ial Library website click on

the Friends page. The bricks
are placed in the RML
Walkway twice a year and
will become an enduring
legacy. For an inanimate
object, each brick can speak
volumes. 

Overeaters Anonymous

Is food a problem for
you? Do you eat when you
are not hungry? Is your
weight affecting the way
you live your life?
Overeaters Anonymous, no
dues, no fees, no weigh-ins
no diets. Meetings are on
Tuesday's from 9 - 10 a.m.,
at St. Elizabeth Seton
Church 190 Meetinghouse
Rd., Bedford, use the rear
doors for access to the
meeting room in the church
basement. Contact Pat At
603-289-8476 Or Jane At
603-674-6540 With Any
Questions (Not Affiliated
With Any Private Or Public
Organization).

Laptop Donation Program

United Way of Greater

Around Town
Continued from page 14

by low-income individuals
and families. The client
recipients are low-income,
and living in our Greater
Nashua area. Devices can
be dropped off at the United
Way office located at 20

Broad St., Nashua between
9:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. on
weekdays or by appoint-
mentt email info@united-
waynashua.org if you have
any questions.

Nashua is reintroducing
their Tech Connect United
Laptop Donation Program.
Donate your working lap-
tops, tablets, and smart-
phones, and they will in
turn refurbish them for use

Rural Health Transforma-
tion (RHT) initiative. The
funding is provided through
the University System of
New Hampshire (USNH)
RHT HUB, which supports
youth engagement pro-
grams that introduce stu-
dents from rural communi-
ties to careers in healthcare
and allied health profes-
sions while helping stren-
gthen New Hampshire’s
future healthcare work-
force.

This year’s academy
generated record interest,
with 70 students applying
for just 25 available spots.

“Our Health Careers
Academy gives students a
firsthand look at the many
rewarding career paths
available in healthcare
while helping them envision
themselves as the caregivers
and leaders of tomorrow,”
said Kerry Ann Hayon, Vice
President of Operations,
Clinical & Support Services
at St. Joseph Hospital. “We
are grateful to the Universi-
ty System of New Hamp-
shire and the Rural Health
Transformation initiative

for investing in programs
like this that inspire young
people and help build a
stronger healthcare work-
force for our communities.”

Throughout the week,
students explored a wide
range of hospital depart-
ments and healthcare pro-
fessions, gaining valuable
insight into the teamwork,
innovation, and compas-
sion required to care for
patients. Experiences in-
cluded emergency medicine,
surgery, diagnostic imaging,
rehabilitation, laboratory
services, nursing, simula-
tion-based learning, and
other healthcare specialties.

The Health Careers
Academy reflects St.
Joseph Hospital’s ongoing
commitment to workforce
development and commu-
nity education by encour-
aging local students to pur-
sue careers in healthcare
and providing early expo-
sure to the educational
pathways that make those
careers possible.

These projects are sup-
ported by the Centers for
Medicare & Medicaid Ser-

St. Joseph Hospital Inspires Future Professionals in 2026 Health Careers Academy
Twenty-five local high

school students spent the
week exploring careers in
healthcare during St. Joseph
Hospital’s 2026 Health
Careers Academy, a free,
hands-on summer program
designed to inspire the next
generation of healthcare
professionals.

Held July 13 – 17, the
week-long academy im-
mersed students in a variety
of clinical and non-clinical
healthcare careers through
interactive experiences, de-
partment tours, demonstra-
tions, and conversations
with physicians, nurses,
allied health professionals,
and hospital leaders. On
Thursday, students partici-
pated in hands-on learning
in the Nursing Simulation
Lab at the St. Joseph School
of Nursing, where they
experienced realistic patient
care scenarios in a state-of-
the-art educational environ-
ment.

The Health Careers
Academy is offered at no
cost to participating stu-
dents thanks to funding
through New Hampshire’s

vices (CMS) of the U.S.
Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS) as
part of a financial assistance
award totaling
$204,016,550.20, with 100
percent funded by
CMS/HHS. The contents
are those of the author(s)
and do not necessarily rep-
resent the official views of,
nor an endorsement by,
CMS/HHS or the U.S. Gov-

ernment.
St. Joseph Hospital, a

member of Covenant
Health, is a 208-bed acute
care community hospital
located in Nashua, New
Hampshire. The main cam-
pus features the latest diag-
nostic and treatment tech-
nologies and is supported
by a network of primary
care providers and special-
ists focused on delivering

personalized medicine. Our
hospital is DNV-GL accred-
ited and its extensive servic-
es include 24-hour emer-
gency care and a certified
stroke program, as well as a
Cardiovascular Center,
Breast Care Center, Cancer
Center and Maternal Child
Health Center. To learn
more about us, please visit
www.stjosephhospital.com. 

Left to right: St. Joseph Hospital employee, Brigid Mary Bishop, Rosalie Neveu,
Amelia Domingo, Sofia Bubert, and Lucas Gagnon. The student in the MRI
machine is Colin Francis Mulcahey.




