HOMETOWN NEWS FOR THE TOWN OF HUDSON NEW HAMPSHIRE

Hudson Times

FREE

April 30, 2026 o Volume 4 - Issue 17

A FREE Weekly Publication

W ¢

-

[ , -
Tea. TI m e Cast members for the upcoming performances of “Into

the Woods™ engaged with visitors last week for a Tea Party in the Barnyard Cafe at
Alvirne High School. The Character Afternoon Tea Party was presented by the

Class Act Theatre group. See more photos page 9.

BOS Discuss Updating Bylaws

ALEX MALM
HuDsoN TIMES

The Hudson Board of
Selectmen spent part of its
most recent meeting dis-
cussing potential updates to
its bylaws, with members
pointing to several areas
where the document may no
longer reflect current prac-
tice or expectations.

Selectman Heidi Jakoby
initiated the conversation,
noting that some sections of
the bylaws contain outdated
or unclear language. One
example she highlighted
was the rule stating that
agenda items must be sub-
mitted to the Board’s execu-
tive assistant by noon on
Thursday.
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“But there’s really a
preference for that to go to
the Town Administrator and
the chair previous to that,”
Jakoby said, explaining that
the written process does not
match how agenda prepara-
tion typically functions.

Jakoby said another
issue is the lack of commu-

continued on page 4

Selectmen Split Over the
Board’s Leadership Seats

ALEX MALM
HubpsoN TIMES

At the Hudson Board of
Selectmen meeting earlier
this month, the Board of
Selectmen handled its reor-
ganization, following the
March elections.

Due to the absence of
Selectman Bob Guessferd
the Board of Selectmen
agreed to hold off on its
reorganizing items, in order
to allow for a full board to
be present at the meeting.

The main item of busi-
ness was selecting the board
leadership for the year.

Last year, selectman
Bob Guessferd, who served
as Chair for the previous
year, decided he didn’t want
to be the Chair anymore,
and then nominated Select-
man Dillon Dumont.

At the meeting last year,
Selectman Heidi Jakoby
said she ‘“highly supports
Selectman  Dumont as
Chair.”

“I really appreciate the
questions and the clarity
that you’ve given to a num-
ber of our projects,” she said
during the reorganization
meeting last year.

She also argued it is
important to rotate leader-
ship positions.

“I do also appreciate the
chairmanship rotating in the
BOS,” she said.

This year, Jakoby was
nominated for the Board of
Selectmen Chair position by
Selectman Xen Vurgaropu-
los for the positon.

Without any discussion,
Guessferd then nominated
Dumont for the position

again this year.

The Selectmen voted 3-
2 in favor of Dumont being
Chair with Jakoby voting
for herself along with Vur-
garopulos.

Newly elected Select-
man Kimberly Allan voted
for Dumont who also voted
for himself.

The Board of Selectmen
Vice Chair position was
also contested again this
year after the Selectmen
voted 3-2 in favor of Guess-
ferd becoming the Vice
Chair of the Board.

Jakoby was once again
nominated for the Vice
Chair position by Vurgarop-
ulos.

Just like for the Chair-
man vote, there was no dis-
cussion, and Guessferd was

continued on page 7

Amidst Noise Concerns, Washville
Car Wash Passed at Planning Board

PAauL CONYERS
HubDsoN TIMES

A proposal for a new
Washville Car Wash on
Derry Road returned to the
Hudson Planning Board on
April 22, where representa-
tives from Jones & Beach
Engineers and Washville
addressed lingering concerns
about noise, traffic, and wet-
land buffers before ultimate-
ly receiving approval.

“We’re here as a contin-
uation of a January hear-
ing,” said Washville associ-
ate Frank Doherty. “At that
point, we had presented our
proposed project off of
Derry Road, and there were
a few open issues that we
had to work through. I'd
like to hit those issues.”

Those unresolved items
included the distance be-

tween the car wash and
nearby residential proper-
ties, the absence of a state
Alteration of Terrain per-
mit, and questions about
traffic flow and noise levels.

Engineer Erik Poulin
explained that the design
had been modified since
January.

“There was a reduction
of the footprint, we did do
that,” Poulin said. “A num-
ber of vacuums were remov-
ed, and we were able to pull
the building farther away
from the residential buffer.”

One of the more compli-
cated issues involved con-
flicting guidance from the
New Hampshire Department
of Transportation (DOT) and
Hudson’s Director of De-
velopment Services, Elvis
Dhima. DOT determined

that a road widening would
be sufficient, while Dhima
requested a dedicated turn
lane.

“We’re sort of stuck in
the middle here,” Doherty
said. “The DOT says do
something and the town
says do something else. If
we can accommodate you
and still do our project,
we’re okay.”

Planning Board member
James Crowley acknow-
ledged the dilemma but
sided with the town’s posi-
tion.

“l can see that you’re
between a rock and a hard
place,” Crowley said. “He
lives here; NH DOT lives
up in Concord.”

Several residents from
the nearby Abbies Landing

continued on page 4
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PAUL CONYERS
HubpsoN TIMES

The Benson Park Advi-
sory Committee met on
April 16 to review several
recent donations and dis-
cuss how best to allocate the
funds toward ongoing and
future projects in the park.
While most donations were
clearly designated for spe-
cific improvements, one
sizeable contribution raised
questions and required addi-
tional investigation before
the Committee could move
forward.

“I was checking in on
donations and I had a meet-
ing with the town represen-
tative for the Board of
Selectmen, and there had
been a donation, I wasn’t
sure of the exact date, but
there was a donation of
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Advisory Committee Hopes to Use Donation for Train Station

$10,687.02,” said Commit-
tee member Sue Clement.
“There was no mark other
than it was a Benson Park
donation.”

Clement explained that
Chair Jack Madden had
brought the donation to the
Committee’s attention in
2024, but the purpose of the
funds was never fully docu-
mented. Without clear dir-
ection, the Committee could
not immediately determine
whether the money was
intended for a specific proj-
ect or for general park
improvements.

“I think we just need to
find out if there are any
restrictions on that, and it
would be up to this commit-
tee to make a recommenda-
tion that we spend it in
some way,” said Alternate

Harry Schibanoff. “We
have to have some idea
what we’re spending it on.
We can’t just say, ‘We're
going to spend it, without
direction.”

Committee member Jake
Beauchemin noted that
Benson Park has no short-
age of projects in need of
support. Among the most
significant are the restora-
tion of the historic Hudson
Train Station, repairs to the
Old Lady in the Shoe
attraction, and the refur-
bishment of the two Lions
Pride statues currently in
storage. Each project car-
ries its own cost and time-
line, and several have been
on the Committee’s radar
for years.

“There’s certainly plen-
ty of opportunity to utilize

this donation,” Beauchemin
said. He expressed particu-
lar support for directing the
funds toward the Train Sta-
tion. “The lead and mold
remediation of the Train
Station is a pretty expensive
bill.”

Because the Committee
operates with a limited an-
nual budget, many projects
rely heavily on targeted
donations. Clement review-
ed several of these contribu-
tions, noting that some proj-
ects already have small but
dedicated funding streams.

“Another donation was
made for the Lady in the
Shoe repairs. There’s $100
in that donation, and every
year we have a gentleman
and his wife who come and
maintain the Shoe. They’ve
done a beautiful job,” she

said. “We also have an inte-
rior Train Station renova-
tions donation for $5,000,
and last but not least, we
accepted a donation of $200
for the Lions Pride from the
Lions Club.”

After weighing the op-
tions, Committee members
agreed that the Hudson
Train Station stands out as
the most pressing need. The
structure has long been a
priority for Chair Madden,
who has advocated for its
restoration for more than a
decade. The building’s age
and condition require exten-
sive remediation before it
can be safely used as a
museum or public space.

“I'd be happy to send
out an email to the Board of
Selectmen Liaison, whoev-
er that might be, to try and

figure out how to get that
money,” Clement said. “Like
I said, I did talk to Jack
Madden, and he was trying
to get me all of that infor-
mation.”

Clement added that it
may take “another week” to
gather the necessary details,
as Madden and the Adviso-
ry Committee continue
working with the New
Hampshire Division of His-
torical Resources (DHR).
The state must ensure that
any restoration work pre-
serves the Train Station’s
historic character while
meeting modern safety
standards. Clearing these
final regulatory hurdles is
essential before the Com-
mittee can move forward
with major renovations.

Board Reviews Revisions to

ALEX MALM
HuDpsoN TIMES

The Hudson School
Board reviewed a proposed
revision to its policy on
awarding high school credit
for middle school course-
work during its most recent
meeting, taking a closer
look at how advanced class-
es taken in grades 7 and 8
may count toward gradua-
tion requirements.

The policy, labeled
IMBD - High School Cred-

it for Middle School Cours-
es, received its first reading.
The proposed revision clari-
fies when middle school
students may earn high
school credit and outlines
the academic standards that
must be met.

According to the draft
policy, “Students in 7th or
8th grade may take ad-
vanced courses and, upon
achieving the competencies
consistent with graduation,
can apply the credit of those
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courses toward high school
graduation. In order to
count for high school cred-
it, the course must include
content standards and com-
petency requirements con-
sistent with the related high
school courses or competen-
cies, and the student must
achieve satisfactory stan-
dards of performance.
School Board policies rela-
tive to assessment, mastery,
and competency shall apply.”

The policy emphasizes

High School Credit Policy

that the intent is to support
advanced learners, not to
encourage early graduation.

“This policy allows and
supports middle school stu-
dents so they can take ad-
vanced coursework for high
school credit. It was not
designed to increase the
number of students applying
for early graduation in high
school,” the proposal states.

The revised language
also requires administrative
approval before a student
enrolls in a course they
hope to count toward high
school credit.

“The Dean of Acade-
mics or his/her designee
shall approve such course-
work and credit prior to the
student enrolling in the
class for such credit to be
applied toward high school
graduation,” the policy reads.

During the meeting,
Board members asked
whether students could earn

these credits through online
courses or whether the
coursework must be taken
through the district. Super-
intendent Dan Moulis clari-
fied that the courses must be
offered through the Hudson
School District to ensure
they meet high school-level
competencies and align with
graduation standards.

The Board voted to
move the proposed policy to
a second reading.

Also at the meeting, the
School Board reviewed a
travel request for students to
attend the Skills-USA
National Conference in
Atlanta, Georgia.

“We are requesting per-
mission for our Skills-USA
students to attend the Nat-
ional Skills Conference and
Competition in Atlanta, GA
from June 1st to 5th, 2026,”
a memo to the Board stated.

The memo explained
that students will participate

in the six-day, five-night
conference alongside Skills-
USA members from across
the state and nation. Stu-
dents will arrive on Mon-
day, June 1, and depart on
Saturday, June 6. The event,
held at the Georgia World
Conference Center, includ-
es a wide range of competi-
tive events in skilled trades
and technical fields.

“These activities pro-
vide students the opportuni-
ty to gain perspectives on
the abilities of peers in
skilled trade competitions,”
the memo noted. “Students
also have the opportunity to
network with other Skills-
USA students. Students are
eligible for several scholar-
ships through the national
Skills-USA organization.”

The cost per student is
approximately $1,500, which
will be covered through a
combination of fundraising
and family contributions.
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Proposal for New Homes Would Extend LeClair Drive

PAUL CONYERS
HubpsoN TIMES

The Hudson Planning
Board met on April 22 to
review a proposal that
would extend LeClair Drive
and create six new residen-
tial lots through a subdivi-
sion plan. The project, pre-
sented by Engineer Sam
Foisie of Meridian Land
Services, would add a small
cluster of new homes while
preserving an existing resi-
dence already located on the
property.

“We are proposing six
lots that can support single-
family and two-family uses
on the property,” Foisie
explained. “We are required
by the zoning ordinance to

have a minimum lot size of
an acre, and we’re required
by ordinance to have a min-
imum buildable area of an
acre, which all of these lots
do, exclusive of things like
wetlands, steep slopes, and
flood plains.”

A seventh home already
on the parcel will remain as
part of the subdivision. The
roadway extension required
a waiver related to the radius
of the road, which Foisie
said was necessary to mini-
mize environmental impacts.

“We are requesting to
bring the roadway radius
down,” he said. “We want to
cross perpendicular to the
wetland crossing, which
minimizes the amount of

wetland impact and the
amount of buffer impact.
We do kind of curve that
road back to be able to
reserve enough contiguous
buildable areas for all of the
lots. We do think this
makes for a pretty nice plan
where you don’t have the
generic straight roads.”
Foisie acknowledged that
some wetland impact was
unavoidable due to the
site’s natural constraints.
The plan had already un-
dergone staff review, which
generated several com-
ments, including the ab-
sence of a sidewalk waiver.
“They mentioned side-
walks,” one Board member
noted. “You’re either going

to have to supply it or sup-
ply a waiver. Shoreline
Drive is nearby, but you’re
not proposing any, maybe
on one side of the road.
These people will want to
walk down to Shoreline
Drive. When I look at the
plans, I have no idea about
curbing either.”

Foisie responded that
Shoreline Drive only has
sidewalks on one side and
serves a much denser neigh-
borhood than what is pro-
posed for LeClair Drive. He
argued that the low number
of homes and limited traffic
did not justify the cost of
adding sidewalks.

“It’s kind of hard to tell
if you’ve incorporated some

of the comments or not, I
don’t see any revisions,”
said Planning Board mem-
ber James Crowley. “What
outstanding things do you
have? When we next go
around, will we receive
revised drawings?”

Foisie said most com-
ments were already being
addressed, with only a few
technical items remaining,
such as securing a sewer
permit.

“We really aren’t in any
disagreement with town
staff,” he said. “We just
have to go back to dot some
i’s and cross some t’s. We’re
plenty prepared to do so.”

The proposal received
support from at least one

abutter.

“I live in the neighbor-
hood, I've reviewed the
plans, I'm familiar with the
builder’s build quality, and
after reviewing all of this, I
feel like it will improve our
neighborhood and not de-
tract from it,” said resident
Steven Bease. “I have zero
issues with this.”

With several outstand-
ing items still requiring re-
vision, the Planning Board
did not take a vote. The
project is expected to return
for further review once up-
dated plans are submitted.

The next Planning Board
meeting is set for Wednes-
day, May 13, at 7 p.m. in the
Buxton Room at Town Hall

Restaurant Depot Plan Wins Conservation Commission Approval

PAUL CONYERS
HubpsoN TIMES

The Hudson Conserva-
tion Commission met on
April 13 to review the find-
ings from a recent site walk
for the proposed 50,000
square-foot Restaurant De-
pot on Lowell Road. The
walk, conducted in snowy
conditions, gave Commis-
sioners a firsthand look at
the terrain, wetlands, and
buffer areas that would be
affected by the develop-
ment.

“It took a while to get
back. We had to do the site
walk in the snow, thank you
for doing the site walk,”
said Project Engineer Keith
Curran of Bohler Engineer-
ing. “Since that time, we al-
so had our first Planning
Board hearing last week. It
went well. I was hoping to
close it, but they’re still
waiting for your letter.
We’re just circling back to
see what your recommenda-
tions are and to see if you

have any follow-up ques-
tions.”

Vice-Chair Ken Dickin-
son noted that the plans
appeared to have been
updated since the Commis-
sion last reviewed them.

“That was revised
March 247" he asked.

Curran confirmed the
revision, explaining that the
updates were made in
response to comments from
town staff and from Fuss &
O’Neill, the third-party
engineering firm conduct-
ing the peer review. Some of
the changes affected the
wetland buffer due to
adjustments in grading.

“You say the buffer
impact increased?” asked
Conservation  Secretary
Chris Cameron. “Is there an
update to the conditional
use permits?”

Curran said the changes
did not alter the fundamen-
tal nature of the project and
did not require a new permit
application. He added that

the applicant was “open” to
making additional adjust-
ments to reduce impacts on
the buffer, including nar-
rowing the driveway. How-
ever, he cautioned that the
driveway must remain wide
enough to allow emergency
vehicles to turn around
safely.

With the project involv-
ing significant impervious
surface, Commissioners
raised concerns about
runoff, erosion, and long-
term maintenance of the
buffer area. Dickinson sug-
gested adding trees to the
sloped section of the site to
improve erosion control.

“We can’t do trees, but
we could do shrubs,” Cur-
ran responded. “We usually
always try to avoid trees
due to the maintenance
issues. We’d get the same
with shrubs.”

Several Commissioners
disagreed, arguing that a
mix of trees and shrubs
would better stabilize the
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slope and create a more bal-
anced landscape.

“You have all of the tree
plantings right around your
parking lot,” Dickinson
said. “It’d be preferred to
have a mix of trees and
shrubs, don’t want to have
you just do shrubs.”

Cameron added that the
applicant should consider
replacing any trees removed
during construction.

“I feel like returning it

to forest would be preferred
over making it something
like a meadow,” he said.
“It’s forest now. The only
reason why it’s not going to
be forest is because of the
grading, it’s not going to be
used.”

After reviewing the up-
dated plans and discussing
potential mitigation meas-
ures, Commissioner John

Walter moved to recom-
mend the Restaurant Depot

proposal to the Planning
Board. The motion passed
unanimously, with the
Commission attaching eight
recommendations aimed at
minimizing impacts to the
wetland buffer wherever
possible.

The Hudson Conserva-
tion Commission is set to
meet again on Monday,
May 11, at 7 p.m. in the
Buxton Room at Town Hall.
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Editorial

The Cost of Not Paying Attention

Every week, our towns make
decisions that shape the way we live
in our community these decisions
about development, traffic, schools,
public safety, budgets, and long-term
planning. These choices influence
everything from how long it takes to
get across town to how much we pay
in taxes. And yet, too often, these
decisions are made in rooms that are
nearly empty.

People tend to show up when
they’re upset. They show up when a
project affects their neighborhood or
when a vote hits their wallet. But the
truth is that the most important deci-
sions, the ones that set the stage for
everything else, are made long before
the public realizes they matter.

We all want good government.
We want transparency, accountabili-
ty, and thoughtful planning. But
those things don’t happen automati-
cally. They happen when residents
stay engaged, ask questions early,
and pay attention before the train has
already left the station. Our towns
are very lucky to have newspaper
that gives them that information
every week.

In both Londonderry and Hud-
son, we’'ve seen examples recently
where decisions could have benefited
from more eyes, more voices, and
more community involvement.
Whether it’s a policy that wasn’t
clearly explained, a process that was-

n’t followed, or a board decision that
raised eyebrows, the pattern is the
same: when fewer people are watch-
ing, the quality of decision making
suffers.

This isn’t about blaming boards
or criticizing volunteers. Serving on
a board is hard work, and most peo-
ple do it with good intentions. But
even the best boards make better
decisions when the public is present,
informed, and engaged. Civic
engagement isn’t just showing up
when something goes wrong. It’s
showing up to help things go right.

Local government works best
when it’s a partnership, not a specta-
tor sport. And the cost of not paying
attention is always higher than the
cost of staying informed. When resi-
dents disengage, small problems
grow into big ones. Misunderstand-
ings turn into mistrust. And decisions
that could have been shaped by com-
munity input end up being made
without it.

So here’s the challenge for all of
us: Attend one meeting a month.
Read the agendas. Ask questions
early. Don’t wait until the final vote
to get involved.

Our towns are strongest when the
people who live here take an active
role in shaping their future. Paying
attention isn’t just a civic duty, it’s an
investment in the kind of community
we want to live in.
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Washville

Continued from page 1
55 plus community spoke in
opposition, citing traffic,
environmental impacts, and
noise.

“I’'m concerned about
the increased traffic,” said
Abbies Landing president
Laurie Greer, who submit-
ted documentation of exist-
ing congestion on nearby
roads. “This company oper-
ates as a membership serv-
ice, and | think there’ll be
traffic backing up. I'm also
concerned about the impact
this will have on the envi-
ronment and the brook that
runs through there.”

Direct abutter Steve
Boufford said the project
would dramatically change
the character of his back-
yard.

“When I bought my
property, there was no real
development on that chunk
of land,” Boufford said.
“Fast forward, the original
plan was CVS and a gas/
convenience store, then a
restaurant, and now I'm
being asked to have in my
direct backyard a car wash
that, on any given Saturday,
has 20 to 30 cars stacked up

waiting to get in. I'm look-
ing at that when I'm sitting
in my backyard. I really
don’t want to do that.”

Board Chair Tim Malley
pressed the applicant on the
scope of the noise study.

“Is the noise study
based on the vacuums? The
vehicles running? Is it tak-
ing into account all poten-
tial noise that could be gen-
erated?” Malley asked.

Doherty said he did not
know the full list of vari-
ables included but assured
the Board that the study fol-
lowed “industry criteria.”

Washville Executive Vice
President Jim Waterman
pointed to another Wash-
ville location in Cranston,
Rhode Island, as evidence
that the company can oper-
ate near residential neigh-
borhoods without exceeding
noise limits.

“We operate the stealth
dryers right now in Cran-
ston,” Waterman said. “We
abut a residential neighbor-
hood behind us, and we had
opposition when we went in
front of their planning
board. We’ve operated these
dryers pretty well.”

He added that Washville
buildings consistently meet

federal noise standards and
said the company had
“empirical data” to support
that claim, though the data
was not available at the
meeting due to the absence
of the noise engineer.

Crowley urged the ap-
plicant to strengthen the
study.

“Do more, not less,” he
said, suggesting the addi-
tion of a noise barrier.

Alternate member Todd
Boyer, however, felt the
study was sufficient.

“The fact that it is with-
in the acceptable decibel
levels does, to me, meet our
criteria and satisfies me,”
Boyer said. “T have read the
report, seen what they’re
doing, and I believe it’s
above and beyond what the
requirements are.”

After extensive discus-
sion, the Planning Board
voted to approve the Wash-
ville Car Wash with several
waivers and conditions in-
tended to address public
concerns, particularly re-
garding noise and traffic.

The project will now
move forward to the next
stages of permitting and
construction planning.

Bylaws

Continued from page 1

nication when items are
added to an upcoming agen-
da shortly after a meeting.
While the chair is usually
informed, she said other
Board members often are
not.

“There should be some
method here to say, at the
chair’s discretion, please let
the Board members know
as soon as possible about
items coming on,” she said.
“Sometimes I find I can’t
get my questions answered
by Monday to get on Tues-
day. Some items come a
long time ahead and other
items don’t.”

Jakoby also raised the
possibility of updating ter-
minology throughout the
bylaws, shifting from “Sel-
ectman” to “Selectboard,” a
change many New Hamp-
shire communities have
adopted in recent years.

“I don’t know that we
want to spend time doing

this this year, but I at least
wanted to bring it up
because I think minor cor-
rections we should do,” she
said.

Board Chair Dillon
Dumont agreed that the
bylaws are due for a review,
noting that the last revision
took place on March 7,
2023, and only one Board
member was present for
that update.

“So, I think it’s appro-
priate to take a look at it,”
Dumont said.

He encouraged Jakoby
and any other members
with suggested changes to
outline them so the Board
can review all proposals
together. Dumont acknowl-
edged that last minute agen-
da additions are sometimes
unavoidable but said com-
munication  could be
improved.

“I try to be as flexible as
I can with the staff to make
sure that we’re not imped-
ing on their business to
make sure that they run as
smoothly as possible,” he

said. “But I think we can
definitely take a look.”

Vice Chair Bob Guess-
ferd said the bylaws should
include language allowing
the chair some discretion
when timely matters arise.

“If we just state some
level of discretion on the
chair’s part for things that
need to be brought forward
if they’re timely needed or
in accordance with a dead-
line, that would help,” he
said. “And that way people
wouldn’t go, ‘Well, that
wasn’t on the agenda, and
avoid some of that.”

Board members agreed
that the goal is not to over-
haul the bylaws but to
ensure they reflect current
practice, improve commu-
nication, and provide clarity
for both the Board and the
public.

The Board is expected
to revisit the topic at a
future meeting once mem-
bers have compiled pro-
posed changes.

The next Selectmen
meeting is set for May 12.
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Hudson Honors Sen. Bob Clegg W|th nghway Dedlcatlon

Friends and family of the late State Senator Bob Clegg gathered with Town and
State officials near the Taylor Falls Bridge entering Hudson on Friday, April 24, to
take part in a Dedication and Birthday Celebration honoring Clegg. A portion of the
state highway will now be known as the “Senator Robert E. Clegg Jr. Memorial
Highway.” Clegg's wife, Priscilla, his son, Jeffrey, and grand daughter unveiled the
sign that now marks the highway in his honor.

Bob’s friend, Matt Mayberry, spoke with a brief prayer, remembering what
Clegg had brought to the community. Also speaking were Senator Sharon Carson,
Town Administrator, Roy Sorenson and BOS Chairman, Dillon Dumont.

Photos by Chris Paul
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_ Drive By ¢ Drop-Off « Outside
No Need to Get Out of the Car. We Un-Load
Parking Lot - Alvirne High School, 200 Derry Rd., Hudson

Saturday May 16, from 8 a.m. - Noon

ANYTHING ELECTRONIC! All of it!

Unused Business or Household Electronics
Working or Non-Working ¢ Items or Parts
$2(0 Computers, Laptops, Projectors, Fax machines, Copiers, Print-

ers, Servers, Vacuums

$25 Televisions under 27", Monitors, Flat Screens - Under 27",
Dehumidifiers, Microwaves

$35 Tube TVs, TVs 27" and over; Air Conditioners

$10 Radios, Stereos, CD/DVD/BlueRay, Modems, Cameras,
Electric Typewriters, Cell Phones, Tablets or iPads

$5  Telephones, Smartboards, Cables, Hard-Drives (removed from
computers), Handheld Video Games, Speakers, Calculators,
Answering Machines

$5(0 TV or Stereo Wood Consoles & Projection TVs
Residents of All NH, MA, or ME Communities Welcome

Cash, Zelle, or Checks Payable to: “HUDSON-LITCHFIELD Rotary Club”

Proceeds Support: College and Vocational Scholarships; Local Service Needs; Hous-
ing, and Food Pantry Agencies; as well as Other Community Service Projects

Guaranteed: Components
disassembled and RECYCLED,
not ending up in landfills. All data
destruction/protection ensured
603-882-5289 or visit our Facebook page or web5|te
https://portal.clubrunner.ca/2931 for more details
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Trustees Address Unapproved Burials at Sunnyside Cemetery

PAUL CONYERS
HubpsoN TIMES

A series of unauthorized
burials at Hudson’s Sunny-
side Cemetery dominated
discussion at the April 20
meeting of the Cemetery
Board of Trustees, prompt-
ing concerns about over-
sight, communication, and
the legal status of burial
rights at the historic site.

“Twice I’ve come on sit-
uations where I just hap-
pened to be there for some-
thing else,” said Secretary
Christina Madden. “So 1
have no idea if other people
were buried when I wasn’t
there, but people were con-
ducting burials.”

Madden described two
recent incidents: one involv-
ing what she called a “do it
yourself” burial in which

individuals dug a hole and
placed cremated remains in
an urn without notifying the
Trustees, and another in-
volving Farwell Funeral
Home, which conducted a
burial for Frederick Fuller
on a Saturday without the
Board’s knowledge.

“We had no knowledge
of these burials, and we still
have no proof those two
burials were actually auth-
orized, since we have no
deeds,” Madden said.

Sunnyside Cemetery is
officially closed to new bur-
ials, except for individuals
who already own a deeded
plot. The Trustees emphas-
ized that this policy has been
in place since the Town of
Hudson assumed responsi-
bility for the cemetery.

“That is really the prob-

lem, people coming in and
they’re not telling the Cem-
etery Trustees,” Madden
said. “People are claiming
they had no idea the ceme-
tery had been turned over to
the town as their defense.
What is a troubling prob-
lem is that people are say-
ing, ‘Fred told me I could
go bury here,” with no other
authorization. That is a
problem.”

Chair Daniel Barthele-
my reiterated that no new
plots are being sold, and
only documented, deeded
burial rights are valid.

“Just to clarify, we’re
not selling any further plots.
There are no additional
plots available,” Barthele-
my said. “Any plots that
have been sold in the past
prior to the town taking

over the cemetery would
need a deed before they’re
allowed to be buried. If
there were any handshake
deals that happened without
paperwork in decades past,
we don’t have any docu-
mentation on that.”

To prevent further unau-
thorized burials, Madden
recommended a formal
notification process.

“We need to have a for-
mal notification, and we
need to send a formal letter
to all of the local area funer-
al homes so that they can’t
say they didn’t know,” she
said. “Maybe we should
somehow put a sign up at
each entrance basically say-
ing that Sunnyside is a town
cemetery and is closed to
burials, contact Cemetery
Trustees or something like

that. At least then there’s
something there.”

At Barthelemy’s sug-
gestion, the Trustees unani-
mously voted to issue a
public notice and send for-
mal letters to surrounding
funeral homes. A second
vote approved the installa-
tion of signage at the ceme-
tery entrances.

While these steps are
intended to curb the prob-
lem, Trustee Mel Gannon
raised questions about
enforcement.

“If we run into this issue
again where we show up
and someone is doing a bur-
ial, what should we do
about this? What actions
should we be able to take?”
Gannon asked. “What
actions can we take?”

She also expressed con-

cern about potential legal
disputes involving old, un-
documented burial agree-
ments. Barthelemy acknow-
ledged the possibility but
said the Board must rely on
clear documentation.

“As far as the other side,
them coming after us and
saying, ‘We have a legal
right to bury here’ - that’s
fine,” Barthelemy said. “As
soon as you provide us that
legal right, you can bury
here. Until you provide us
something that proves your
legal right, then we can’t
allow it.”

The Trustees indicated
that trespassing charges
could be considered in
extreme cases, though they
hoped the new notification
measures would prevent
future conflicts.

Alvirne Class of 2027 |

ALEX MALM
HubDsoN TIMES

After several years with-
out a senior class trip,
Alvirne High School may
soon revive the tradition.
Principal Steve Beals in-
formed the Hudson School
Board at its most recent
meeting that the current jun-
ior class is eager to bring
the trip back, and is already
preparing to fundraise for it.

Beals said the idea came
as something of a surprise.

“The current junior class
is looking to do fundraising
in order to collect the funds
to pay for it,” he said. “Nor-

mally we see this type of
fundraising for clubs or
sports teams.”

In a memo to the School
Board, Beals wrote that the
Class of 2027 is requesting
a crowd-sourced fundraiser
to build up its class account
“in hopes of reinstating a
senior class trip during their
senior year.”

The juniors recently met
to brainstorm ideas and
reached consensus on a
Boston Harbor dinner cruise,
a trip that served as Al-
virne’s traditional senior
outing “for many years
prior to COVID,” according

to Beals.

While he did not detail
the reasons the trips stopp-
ed, Beals noted that Alvirne
had offered a variety of sen-
ior trips over the years
before the practice faded
“for many reasons.”

Beals said the push for
a trip is coming largely
from student-athletes who
have participated in crowd-
sourced fundraising for
their teams and now want
to use the same model to
support their class.

“The class would like to
contract with Vertical Rise
in similar capacities as sev-

BOOK
DONATIONS

The Friends of the Library of Hudson

will accept book donations this day

ONLY
CHILDREN'S
BOOKS

in good condition.
ALL Day

Thursday, May 14

9:00 am - 2:00 pm

Rodgers Memorial Library

Deposit donations inside the library
in the designated area.

eral sport teams have done
through the year,” Beals
wrote. “I support their fund-
raising request, as I always
believed a celebratory trip
as a cohort was a positive
and lasting memory.”

During the meeting,
Beals added that he has
since learned of another
fundraising company and
plans to review both options
on behalf of the class.

Beals emphasized that
the viability of the trip will
depend on student interest
and financial feasibility.

“If a large number of
students want to participate

and they have the funds to
do so, I would support the
trip,” he said.

He explained that de-
clining participation was
one of the main reasons
senior trips eventually stop-
ped. At one time, roughly
75% of seniors attended;
later, participation dropped
to 50%, and eventually to
around 25%.

School Board member
Ethan Beals, an Alvirne
graduate, said he enjoyed
his own senior trip but
acknowledged that the
school may need to consid-
er alternative options if par-

EBRIGHT

oping to Revive Senior Class Trip

ticipation remains low.

“The fun in the trip is
the trip,” he said, suggesting
that the experience matters
more than the specific desti-
nation.

School Board Chair
Maureen Dionne welcomed
the possibility of reviving
the tradition.

“I’'m happy to see this
coming forward,” she said.

The School Board unan-
imously approved the fund-
raising proposal, allowing
the Class of 2027 to begin
efforts to bring back a sen-
ior class trip for the first
time in years.

FAMILY DENTISTRY =——

LET OUR FAMILY CARE FOR YOURS

Dr Alyssa Ebright DMD
Dr Trevor Smart DMD

Always Accepting New Patients

77 Gilcreast Road, Unit 1004, Londonderry
603-434-8800 » Londonderrydentist.com

ebrightsmartdental@gmail.com
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Rodgers Memorial Lib-
rary announced a wave of
new donations at the April
15 meeting of its Board of
Trustees, giving a welcome
boost to several programs
and services heading into the
spring and summer seasons.

“We had some dona-
tions,” reported Board Trea-
surer Margaret St. Onge.
“Ali Rafieymehr donated
$100, so thank you very
much. The Friends of the
Library donated $175 tow-
ard the Stonehenge pass,
and also $1,000 toward the
Summer Reading Program,

which we absolutely loved,
because that’s sort of our
shining star. Finally, Patri-
cia Driscoll was very kind
in donating $40 toward a
book purchase in memory
of Elliot Lang.”

The Trustees expressed
appreciation for the generos-
ity and voted unanimously to
accept all donations.

“Thank you all,” said
Board Chair Mimi Guess-
ferd. “Thank you especially
to the Friends. That was
remarkably wonderful, that’s
a great chunk of change that
will do so much to help the
Summer Reading Program.”

Several Trustees agreed

to attend the next Friends of
the Library meeting to per-
sonally thank the group for
its continued support.

In addition to the recent
donations, Director Linda
Pilla highlighted the lib-
rary’s ongoing partnership
with TESco Associates of
Tyngsborough, Massachu-
setts. The company, owned
by Chris and Rebecca That-
cher, has once again pro-
vided the library with cor-
porate passes to the New
England Aquarium, the
Museum of Science, and
Zoo New England, all at no
cost to the library.

“They did it again this
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Library Accepts March Donations for Summer Reading, Books, and Museum Passes

year,” Pilla said, noting that
the passes have been ex-
tremely popular with pat-
rons. “These are not just
library passes, they are cor-
porate passes, they are
100% paid for. I would
encourage you, if you
haven’t done so, head over
to the library to find out if
there are any of those pass-
es left. You have to book the
usage before the passes
expire, and I think the
Museum of Science pass
expires on May 31.”

Pilla then reviewed the
library’s monthly circula-
tion report, explaining that
a technical issue had caused

inaccurate visitor numbers
for March.

“If you look at our cir-
culation report, you’ll see
that it says we had 1,508
visitors in March,” she said.
“What happened is that our
people counter stopped
counting. According to our
statistics, it stopped count-
ing on March 8, and we did-
n’t notice until we went to
get our numbers for March
and realized that 1,500 was
not right. Last year, we had
6,000 visitors in March.”

She estimated that the
true number for March
2026 was likely similar to
last year’s figure and assur-

PAGE 7

ed the Board that the count-
er issue had been resolved.

Board member Lisa
Weber asked for clarifica-
tion on how attendance is
counted during children’s
programming, which often
draws large groups.

“Do you count the par-
ents and the child?” Weber
asked.

According to Pilla,
everyone present is included.

“It’s everybody who
participates,” she said. “A
lot of times, with the chil-
dren, you’ve got one parent,
sometimes a grandparent,
maybe a caretaker, and we
work with everyone.”

Fire Department to

ALEX MALM
HubpsoN TIMES

The Hudson Board of
Selectmen received an up-
date at its most recent meet-
ing on one of the communi-
ty’s most visible and long-
standing charitable tradi-
tions: the Hudson Fire De-
partment’s annual Muscular
Dystrophy Association (MDA)
Boot Drive. The fundraiser,
run by members of IAFF

Local 3154, has become a
familiar sight at key inter-
sections throughout town
each summer, drawing
strong support from resi-
dents and motorists alike.
Town Administrator Roy
Sorenson informed the
Board that firefighter Elias
Brodeur has taken over
coordination of the event.
“I have been contacted
by Elias Brodeur of the

Begin Muscular Dystrophy Boot Drive

Hudson Fire Department,
IAFF Local 3154, regard-
ing the Muscular Dystrophy
Association Boot Drive. He
has since taken over the
logistics  from  Adam
Lebor,” Sorenson said.

This year’s Boot Drive
will take place on four
dates: May 22; June 23;
July 27,; and Aug. 19, all at
2-6p.m.

Brodeur told Selectmen

Leadership

Continued from page 1
nominated to continue in
the role by Dumont.

As it went with the
Board of Selectmen Chair
position, Vurgaropulos
voted for Jakoby along with
herself, but Allan, and
Dumont voted for Guess-
ferd to continue in the role.

Guessferd won the vote
3-2 over Jakoby.

The Selectmen followed

the same process they did
for selecting board officers
when it came to selecting its
ex-officio member to the
Planning Board.

For the past year the
positon was held by Guess-
ferd.

He was nominated to
continue in the role again
by Allan.

Jakoby then nominated
Vurgaropulos to serve in the
role this year.

The Selectmen voted 3-

o

ATIA Breault Law
=||= & Mediation

Family Law e Estate Planning

238 Central St., Unit 13, Hudson, NH
www.breaultlaw.com
603-821-9052
fax: 866-656-0472

amy@breaultlaw.com

2 in favor of Guessferd con-
tinuing in the role with
Guessferd voting for him-
self along with Dumont and
Allan.

Vurgaropulos voted for
himself along with Jakoby.

Dumont said he would
be sending out the liaison
list, and that if anyone
wanted to add it to the agen-
da for the next meeting then
they would entertain it.

he hopes to build on the
success of past years.

“It will be super similar
to last year’s proceedings,”
he said. “We’ll be doing it
over a course of several
months, with the first one
being upcoming April 21st,
with the rest of the dates
and times listed in the pack-
age we were given.”

The collection effort
will again take place at the
intersections and medians
surrounding the Town Com-
mon near Veterans Bridge, a
location that has proven
both safe and highly visible
for volunteers and drivers.

“All the volunteers, like
always, will be members of
the fire department, or
sometimes members of
their family,” Brodeur said.
“All the proceeds, as before,
will 100% be going toward

4 Hour Quotes a

(reat Rates, Great Coverage
and Local Service!

e

WHITTEMORE
INSURANCE

Home  Auto = Business
Part of the Londonderry community since 1929.

— 4322577 —

Hicks Insurance, Inc., dba Whittemore Insurance

charity. We won’t be taking
any of the funds ourselves.”

Brodeur noted that last
year’s Boot Drive was one
of the most successful in
New Hampshire.

“We placed first in the
state, and we grossed
around $16,000, which is
pretty awesome,” he said,
adding that the department
hopes to match or exceed
that total this year.

Selectmen Chair Dillon
Dumont praised the depart-
ment for its continued dedi-
cation to the cause.

“It’s always nice to see you
guys out there and do this,”
Dumont said. “It’s a great thing
for the community.”

During the non-public
portion of the meeting, the
Board approved several per-
sonnel changes across town
departments.

* Master Firefighter/Para-
medic Ryan DiFranza was
promoted to Lieutenant/
Paramedic at an hourly rate
of $41.16.

* Heather Celeste was
appointed Deputy Tax Col-
lector, effective April 15,
following the recommenda-
tion of the Tax Collector.

* The Board accepted the
resignation of Senior Ac-
countant Clerk Magdalena
Whitmore, effective July 10,
and voted to begin adver-
tising for her replacement.

It's YOUR car,

YOUR choice of repair shops.

Lifetime warranty on all repairs

We meet by accident -
crash in for quality repairs

Family owned & operated for 39 years

1 ROCKINGHAM ROAD
RT. 28, LONDONDERRY, NH 03053

TEL: 603-432-5245 »
WWW.BROTHERSAUTOBODYNH.COM

FAX: 603-432-0191
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| $6.99 PROVEN WINNERS - NEW DESIGN CENTER
NEW 2ND GREENHOUSE & WALKWAYS
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OPEN 7 DAYS 8:00 AM - 6:00 PM

209 King Street, Boscawen, NH
Rtes. 3 & 4, Exit 17 off 1-93
€ 603-796-2756 )

ewood Derby Races at Speedway

Hudson Pack 21 members held Pinewood Derby
races at the Hudson Speedway with races in grade
brackets (K-Fourth Grade). The top three from each of
those moved on to our Grand Finals Races. Then 6 of
those scouts become eligible to move on to districts.

Districts are split into two age groupings, so top
three who fit each age grouping will be moving on to
districts, next week in Manchester.

Moving on to Juniors Division will be Brady E.,
Bradly K. and John T. The Seniors Division will have
Gavin V., Mirin M. and Jackson S moving on.

The overall results for the Webelos racers were:
First place, Gavin V., Den 5, with a time of 2.96; sec-
ond was Mirin M., Den 5, at 3.00; Third was Jackson
S., Den 10, at 3.02; fourth was Gideon E., Den 10, at
3.038; fifth was Colton M., Den 10, at 3.039; sixth was
Eli S., Den 5, at 3.0615.

Seventh place was Brady E., Lions, at 3.1050;
eighth place was Bradly K., Tigers, 3.112; ninth was
John T., Tigers, at 3.1195; tenth was Chase D., Tigers,
at 3.1600; 11th at 3.2221 was Julian M., Wolves; 12th
at 3.4190 was Zachary D., Wolves; and 13th was
Gideon O., Lions, at 3.7180.

Since Cub Scouting is meant to be a family activi-
ty, the group also held a Sibling Race. This year’s top
three were Fiona M (1st), Angie M (2nd), Daphne E
(3rd). The Adult Race was won for a second consecu-
tive year by our Cubmaster Verrocchio.

Photos by Chris Paul

Dumont-Sullivan
Funeral Homes &

Cremation Services

50 Ferry St.
Hudson, NH

370 Main St.
Nashua, NH

603-882-9431

www.dumontsullivan.com







