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Wa. r m We I C O m e A local Mariachi Band welcomed atten-

dees at the annual World Festival at Alvirne High School on Friday night, April 17.
The event is hosted by the Student Voice and Multicultural Club to feature the wide

range of cultures at AHS. See more photos page 8.

Conservation Commission Expands
Trail Work, Mulls Land Acquisitions

PAUL CONYERS
HuDsoN TIMES

The April meeting of the
Hudson Conservation Com-
mission focused heavily on
spring trail maintenance
and long-term land preser-
vation efforts, with mem-
bers outlining new work at
the Musquash Conservation
Area and discussing poten-

tial acquisitions of state-
owned land.

Vice-Chair Ken Dickin-
son said the improving
weather provides an oppor-
tunity to continue trail-blaz-
ing work near the Pelham
border.

“We’ll have an opportu-
nity to schedule a follow-up
Work Day to work on the

Photo by Chris Paul

blazing of our trails and fin-
ish any clearing with the
trails we’ve been working
on at the Musquash proper-
ty near the Pelham town
border,” Dickinson said.
“We need that blazing so
it’s really clear where that
trail is. Although it’s pass-
able, it doesn’t look like

continued on page 4

Policy Committee to Continue
as Town Adds HR Position

ALEX MALM
HubpsoN TIMES

The Hudson Board of
Selectmen will continue the
work of its Policy Subcom-
mittee for another year,
reaffirming the group’s role
in reviewing, updating, and
modernizing the town’s
internal policies. With the
recent addition of a Human
Resources Generalist, the
committee is expected to
take on a more structured
and efficient approach to
policy oversight.

Town  Administrator
Roy Sorenson reminded the
Board that the subcommit-
tee was originally formed at
the Sept. 3, 2024 meeting to
create a more consistent and
collaborative process for
policy review. The structure
includes two Selectmen, the

Town Administrator, and
relevant department heads
depending on the policy
under consideration.

Over the past year,
Selectmen Heidi Jakoby
and Xen Vurgaropulos have
served as the Board’s repre-
sentatives on the commit-
tee. Sorenson noted that
with the March election
complete, it was an appro-
priate time to reassign
members for the coming
year and strengthen the
committee’s capacity.

He recommended add-
ing newly hired Human
Resources Generalist Mich-
elle Brewster, explaining
that her expertise would be
especially valuable as the
town continues to update
personnelrelated policies.

“At this time, it would

be prudent for the Board to
reassign members to this
committee to continue with
muchneeded work in this
area, notwithstanding add-
ing Michelle Brewster, HR
Generalist, to the group as
well,” Sorenson said.

Board Chair Dillon
Dumont praised the pro-
gress made over the past
year, noting that the com-
mittee had successfully
worked through a signifi-
cant number of policies that
had not been updated in
years.

Jakoby said she was
eager to continue serving,
especially now that the
town has a dedicated HR
professional to help guide
policy revisions. Vurgarop-
ulos also expressed willing-

continued on page 4

Future of the Sustainability
Committee Still Unresolved

ALEX MALM
HubpsoN TIMES

The future of the Hud-
son Sustainability Advisory
Committee was once again
a topic of discussion at the
most recent Board of Sel-
ectmen meeting, continuing
a conversation that began
last month when the Board
reviewed the Committee’s
proposed charter.

During that earlier
meeting, Board Chair Dil-
lon Dumont shared that he
had spoken with several
committee members and
believed the group should
consider transitioning into a
nonprofit organization.

“I think that they would
be better served doing it that
way,” Dumont said at the
time. “They could get out

from underneath some of
our policies. They could run
and function the way that
they want to. Quite frankly,
I think their budget would
increase significantly with
the donations they would be
able to bring in that way and
possibly get set up for char-
itable gaming.”

Dumont  emphasized
that, like any nonprofit in
town, the group would still
be able to advise municipal
departments and the Board
of Selectmen, but would
operate independently.

“I just see what they’re
going for, the bigger picture
of it,” he said. “I think a lot
more could be achieved if
looked in that direction. I'm
not asking for anybody to
make decisions, but defi-

nitely consider it.”

At the April 14 meeting,
a revised version of the pro-
posed charter was present-
ed. Selectman Heidi Jako-
by, who serves as the
Board’s liaison to the Sus-
tainability Committee, said
the updated document ad-
dressed concerns raised pre-
viously.

She also made it clear
that committee members do
not wish to become a non-
profit at this time.

Jakoby explained that
when the Committee was
first formed, it had a broad-
er role, helping departments
pursue energy-efficiency
upgrades, supporting recy-
cling initiatives, and assist-
ing with grant funding.

continued on page 3
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PAUL CONYERS
HubpsoN TIMES

The Hudson Cemetery
Board of Trustees devoted
much of its March 30 meet-
ing to one of its most chal-
lenging long-term responsi-
bilities: maintaining accu-
rate, accessible records of
the town’s six municipal
cemeteries. With some bur-
ial sites dating back nearly
300 years, the Trustees
acknowledged that preserv-
ing historical information is
becoming increasingly ur-
gent, and increasingly diffi-
cult, as aging paper files
continue to deteriorate.

Secretary Christina
Madden said she has been
looking for additional re-
sources to support the
effort, including regional
partnerships.

“I did join the Old
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Cemetery Trustees Pledge to Start Building Digital Records

Graveyard Association, and
they principally deal with
things that we do: old grave-
yards as opposed to ceme-
teries that still allow buri-
als,” Madden explained. “I
haven’t gotten much from
them since I joined, but it’s
always good to have anoth-
er source.”

The New Hampshire Old
Graveyard  Association’s
mission is to “discover, map,
maintain, record and pre-
serve our New Hampshire
graveyards before they are
irretrievably lost.” The group
encourages local boards to
gather scattered historical
files and convert them into
digital archives that can be
easily searched and shared
with the public. Madden said
this aligns closely with the
Trustees’ goals.

“We did previously dis-

cuss digitizing our re-
cords,” she said. “I'm all
for anything we can find
that has to do with our
cemeteries. It should all be
digitized.”

Chair Dan Barthelemy
agreed, noting that the
Rodgers Memorial Library
has already been holding
some cemetery-related files
for the town.

“Christina and I visited
the library and there were a
few files they were holding
for us,” he said. “In Town
Hall, we also have a large
file, and they are trying to
clean up things over there,
digitize and reduce the
amount of space they’re
using. Additionally, if we
keep it in paper form, it will
end up getting lost over
time.”

Barthelemy said the

Trustees had previously dis-
cussed reviewing the exist-
ing documents to determine
what should be preserved,
what could be purged, and
what needed to be scanned.
However, he acknowledged
that “there hasn’t been any
progress over the past few
months” due to the sheer
volume of material and the
condition of many of the
files.

Some records are frag-
ile, incomplete, or hand-
written in fading ink. Oth-
ers contain “huge gaps,”
making it difficult to con-
firm burial locations or his-
torical details. To help
move the project forward,
Barthelemy purchased a
hand scanner for Trustee
Mel Gannon, hoping it
would make digitization
more manageable. He also

suggested reaching out to
IT Director Doug Bosteels
for technical support.

“I'll make contact with
Doug and see if there are
any opportunities there for
us to simplify things,”
Barthelemy said.

Madden emphasized that
Town Hall remains a valu-
able source of historical
information. She shared a
file she recently discovered
about the Poor Farm Ceme-
tery on Twin Meadow Drive,
which once served as a bur-
ial site for indigent residents.

“It was very interesting,
you can see they paid a guy
for a robe and coffins for

the people they buried
there,” she said. Some
entries were vague or

incomplete, reflecting the
limited recordkeeping prac-
tices of the time. “With a

few of the people, you just
have to assume they’re
buried there, but that’s as
close as you get. They did-
n’t keep records of that. It’s
all interesting stuff. It’s not
earth-shattering, but if
there’s anything anyone
wants to know about the
Poor Farm, it’s in there.”

The Trustees are also
coordinating with The Hills
House, which maintains
“extensive records” on local
cemeteries, including maps,
burial lists, and historical
notes.

“They have so many
things, it’s sitting in binders
at the Hills House, and it
needs to be digitized,” Mad-
den said. “This is going to be
a long-term project, but we
really need to get into it so
all of this will be available to
anyone who wants to know.”

Plan for New Homes Would Add Cul-de-Sac at LeClaire Drive

PAUL CONYERS
HubpsoN TIMES

The Hudson Conserva-
tion Commission met on
April 13 to review a condi-
tional use permit request
from Sam Foisie of Meridi-
an Land Services for a pro-
posed seven-lot subdivision
on LeClaire Drive.

“Of those seven lots, six
of them are new, and one is
going to remain, there’s an
existing house situated on

it,” Foisie explained. “The
existing parcel is generally
flat, with a wetland that
bisects the property. That
wetland has some steep
banks and does have quite a
bit of terrain drop-off.”

The project calls for
extending LeClaire Drive
by roughly 800 feet and
constructing a new culde-
sac. The plan also includes
connections to nearby utili-
ty lines and gravity sewer
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extensions to serve the new
homes.

“The main point of why
we’re here is that to con-
struct this road and storm-
water improvements does
require some impacts to the
wetlands,” said Foisie. “It
also requires some impacts
to the surrounding buffer,
both permanent and tempo-
rary. There’s a total buffer
disturbance just shy of
12,000 square feet.”

An application for the
permanent wetland impact
is currently under review by
the New Hampshire Depart-
ment of Environmental Ser-
vices.

Secretary Chris Cam-
eron questioned the design
approach. “What’s driving
the layout where the culde-
sac needs to be in the
buffer?” he asked. “Would
this subdivision meet any of
the requirements for an
Open Space Develop-
ment?”

Foisie responded that
shifting the culdesac farther
from the buffer would
reduce the buildable area
and likely eliminate one of
the proposed homes. It
remained unclear whether
the project would qualify as
an open-space development
under Hudson’s land-use
regulations, which allow
smaller lots in exchange for
preserved common land.

Vice-Chair Ken Dickin-
son noted that the overall
design appeared typical for
similar subdivisions. “This
is pretty standard, there’s
nothing out of the ordinary
here,” he said. “There’s two
culverts here on the plan.
Are they adjacent to each
other?”

According to the appli-
cation, the culvert crossings
are located in different sec-
tions of the property and are
easily identifiable on the
plans.

Commissioner  John
Walter asked for clarifica-
tion on the placement of
several homes. “Do you
have any idea where the
houses would go on lots
four, six, and seven?”’ he
asked, noting that the plan
did not clearly show how
close the new homes would
be to the Merrimack River.

Foisie said the homes
would be sited closer to the

extended roadway than to
the river. “They’re going to
be as close to the road as
possible, preserving as
much backyard as they
can,” he said. “Once you get
to six and seven, you do
start to lose a little buildable
area with the width.”

Given the wetland
impacts and the topography
of the site, the Commission
agreed that a site walk
would help clarify the con-
ditions on the ground.

“The site walk should
be fairly quick,” Dickinson
said, scheduling it for Mon-
day, April 27, at 6 p.m. “We
look forward to doing the
site walk and understanding
a bit better what it’s like out
there.”

Commissioners also re-
quested “a more complete
set of plans,” including
additional details on nearby
drainage basins and storm-
water management.
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Budget Committee Makes Formal Request for Delivery of Numbers by Early October

PAUL CONYERS
HubpsoN TIMES

The Hudson Budget
Committee met on April 1 to
discuss ways to accelerate
the upcoming budget cycle.

“In the last session, we
spent a lot of time dis-
cussing the schedule for
producing both the town
and school budgets, and this
committee’s desire to com-
municate budget informa-
tion to the Board of Select-
men and School Board
much earlier in the cycle,”
said Chair James Lawrence.
“We want adequate time to
do the work we are sup-
posed to be doing. We want

to ensure that everything in
those budgets is exactly as it
should be, that there are no
errors, and that we’re utiliz-
ing the resources of the
town and school in the most
effective manner.”

Committee =~ member
Donna Boucher presented a
draft notional schedule for
the next budget cycle.

“I included possible
agenda items so the School
Board and Selectmen could
have prior notice for when
they should present some-
thing and when we would
like them to be here,” said
Boucher. “I have a few
holes left, but I roughed out

a schedule.”

She also noted that the
Budget Committee has the
authority to set the budget
schedule, something she
encouraged the group to
exercise.

“We have some hard
deadlines that we’re requir-
ed to meet,” added Com-
mittee member Kevin Wal-
sh. “There’s doing a public
hearing and getting things
ready for the deliberative
session.”

However, the Chair
cautioned that the Commit-
tee’s ability to enforce an
earlier schedule is limited.

“I would say that we

can make requests, and we
have made requests, that
they supply certain infor-
mation to us by a certain
date,” said Lawrence. “How-
ever, it’s difficult for us to
enforce any kind of sched-
ule upon these boards
unless they agree to collab-
orate with us.”

Committee =~ member
Shawn Jasper agreed, say-
ing the Budget Committee
does not have the power to
“enforce any kind of specif-
ic date.” He still supported
setting a “requested” date to
encourage timely submis-
sions.

“My recollection is that

we used to always get the
budgets in early October and
that we were wrapped up by
Thanksgiving,” said Jasper,
who anticipated “pushback”
from both the School Board
and Selectmen. “I really
think it’s unfair to us here
who are volunteering to do
this work for the town.
We’re being asked to work
through the holidays and are
not being given the time to
look these over.”

Last year, the Budget
Committee did not finalize
its recommendations until
December. The Committee
voted to formally request
that both the town and

school budgets be submitted
by Monday, Oct. 5, 2026.

“I don’t disagree with
this at all. T think this is a
very reasonable request,”’
said Selectman Liaison Xen
Vurgaropulos. “Most of a
year is plenty of notice. We
should at least be able to get
it in the ballpark.”

Committee member Bill
Cole asked School Board
Liaison Dan Kilgour to
bring the matter forward
promptly.

“I can make no promis-
es, but I will definitely put
out that request,” said Kilgo-
ur. “There is a lot of coordi-
nation that has to happen.”

Library Materials Being Cleared from Hills Building as Long-Term Plans are Made

PAUL CONYERS
HubpsoN TIMES

The Rodgers Memorial
Library Board of Trustees
met on April 15 to review
ongoing work at the historic
Hills Memorial Library
building, where staff have
been clearing out remaining
materials following a heat-

ing system failure in March.

Library Director Linda
Pilla explained that the
issue stemmed from a tim-
ing problem with the build-
ing’s new heating oil ven-
dor.

“We have a new vendor,
and all of you with heating
oil at your house know you

have to get down a timing
where you fill your tank
before it gets empty, and
the vendor has been work-
ing at getting that timing
finetuned, and we missed
it,” Pilla said. “T got down
to Town Hall to report the
problem, and the person I
left a message with was not

Sustainability

Continued from page 1
Many of those grant oppor-
tunities no longer exist, she
said, and the Committee’s
work has naturally shifted.

Selectman Bob Guess-
ferd reiterated that a non-
profit structure could give
the group more flexibility,
especially financially.

“I think they can do a lot
more,” he said.

Dumont agreed, saying
he does not believe the
Committee’s current struc-
ture aligns with what it is
realistically able to accom-
plish today. He suggested
dissolving the municipal

committee and encouraging
members to reform as an
independent nonprofit that
could still advise the town.
“They could still contin-
ue to be advisors to the
municipality,” Dumont said.
Guessferd noted that the
public has not been fully
engaged in the discussion
and suggested that residents
might be interested in help-
ing form or support a non-
profit if the idea were
explored more openly.
Jakoby countered that
there is no need to rush the
decision. She suggested
allowing the Committee to

continue operating for
another year before making
any final determination.

“I don’t think there isn’t
reason they couldn’t contin-
ue for a year and then have
more discussions before
they eliminate it altogether,”
she said.

After discussion, the
Board of Selectmen agreed
to table the proposed char-
ter for now, leaving the
Committee’s future struc-
ture unresolved. The topic
is expected to return later in
the year once more feed-
back is gathered and the
Committee has additional
time to evaluate its long-
term direction.
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in, so the problem got left
over the weekend. By the
time we got the tank
refilled, the fuel line had
gotten clogged. This was
like a perfect storm.”

With the help of town
staff and a local contractor,
the line was eventually
cleared. Despite initial con-
cerns, the outage did not
result in frozen pipes or
interior damage.

Meanwhile, the long-
term effort to remove
books, shelving, and other
materials from the Hills
building continues.

“The upstairs room is
now clear of all books, and
the guys are on a last sort of
walkthrough to make sure
everything is out,” Pilla said.
“We’re going to work to dis-
mantle the bookcases down-
stairs. There’s no way to get
them out now that we don’t

have a ramp over there, so
the cases will have to be
taken apart. The wood is not
in very good condition.”

Many of the shelves
were described as “tempo-
rary” and in poor shape,
raising questions about how
much of the remaining inte-
rior infrastructure can real-
istically be salvaged.

The future of the Hills
Memorial Library building;
opened in 1909 and listed
on both the National Regis-
ter of Historic Places (1984)
and the New Hampshire
State  Register (2012);
remains a topic of active
discussion. The Trustees
will appear before the Hud-
son Board of Selectmen on
April 28 to discuss gover-
nance and next steps for the
building.

“We’re on the agenda
for April 28, Pilla said.

“The public meeting starts
at 7 p.m., and we’ll be in the
public section.”

Selectman Bob Guess-
ferd encouraged residents to
attend and share their
views.

“Not sure exactly where
you are in the agenda, we’ll
see, but we’re not going to
be talking about any other
buildings, I don’t think, that
night,”  Guessferd said.
“When you’re facing the
building, it’s on the left
hand side. People typically
can go in the door on the
side, go down the stairs, and
the more the merrier.”

Several Trustees ex-
pressed interest in attending
the meeting, noting that the
Hills building was under
their oversight until recently
and remains an important
part of Hudson’s cultural
and architectural history.

American Legion Hudson Post 48
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Editorial

It’s Time to Talk About Lyme
Disease & Ticks

If you're anything like me, you
came to New Hampshire for the out-
doors, the trails, the woods, the simple
joy of stepping outside and breathing in
this beautiful place we call home. But
after having Lyme disease myself, my
relationship with the outdoors has
changed. I still love it, but I'm far more
cautious. I check for ticks every single
time I come inside, no matter the sea-
son.

And that’s the point: ticks are no
longer a “summer problem.” In New
Hampshire, they can be active almost
year round. The highest risk runs from
early spring through late fall, but warm
spells in winter can bring them out too.
We all need to stay alert.

If you find a tick attached, remove it
right away. Put it in a small plastic bag
with a damp piece of paper towel, label
it with the date and the name of the per-
son bitten, and keep it for identification.
A knowledgeable provider, or a lab, can
determine whether the tick carries
Lyme or other infections like Babesia,
Bartonella, Ehrlichia, or Anaplasma.

One of the biggest misconceptions
is that you must have the classic “bull’s
eye” rash to have Lyme disease. Many
people never get that rash at all. Some
get a solid red area instead. Others get
no rash whatsoever. Symptoms can
show up 7 to 21 days after a bite, or
they can creep in slowly over months or
even years.

Lyme disease is known as “the great

masquerader” because it can mimic so
many other illnesses. It can affect the
heart, the nervous system, the joints,
and the brain. People may experience
burning nerve pain, buzzing or tingling
sensations, severe stiffness, migraines,
chronic sinus issues, memory problems,
language difficulties, or what many call
“brain fog.” Some symptoms resemble
Multiple Sclerosis or Parkinson’s. Oth-
ers look like cardiac arrhythmias. The
list is long, and I don’t have the space to
cover it all here, but the bottom line is
that Lyme is serious, and it’s far more
common than many realize.

The best treatment is still preven-
tion. A few simple steps can make a big
difference:

e Treat clothing with permethrin to
repel ticks.

* Use DEET or lemon eucalyptus
oil on exposed skin.

e Wear light colored clothing so
ticks are easier to spot.

* Tuck pants into socks when walk-
ing in tall grass or wooded areas.

* Put clothes in the dryer on high
heat for 10 minutes after coming inside,
heat kills ticks.

New Hampshire is too beautiful to
hide indoors. Enjoy the outdoors, but
protect yourself. Check for ticks, take
preventative measures, and seek med-
ical care if something feels off. Lyme
disease is easier to treat when caught
early, and awareness is our best
defense.
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Conservation

Continued from page 1

much to someone that’s
never been out there.”
Commissioner  John
Walter has been walking
several Conservation-man-
aged properties to identify
future maintenance needs.
“I made a trip out to
where we once talked about
crossing a swamp in
Musquash to find out it’s
submerged, it’s full of
water,” Walter said. He sug-
gested revisiting the issue
once the current Musquash
trail work is completed.
The next Trail Work
Day is scheduled for Satur-
day, May 2, at 9 a.m., meet-
ing at the Heinz Lane park-
ing lot in Pelham’s Gumpas
Pond Conservation Area.
Commission Eyes State
Land Returning From Can-
celled Highway Project
The Commission also
reaffirmed its interest in
acquiring portions of state-
owned land originally re-
served for the now-can-
celled Circumferential High-
way. The state is expected to
begin the process of dispos-
ing of those parcels within
the next year.
“I put our Conservation

Commission on record stat-
ing that we’re interested in
at least some of the
parcels,” Dickinson said. “It
seems like there’ll be ade-
quate time, at least a year,
probably more—to talk to
the Land Trust and do what-
ever we need to do to iden-
tify whichever parcels we
could be interested in pur-
chasing, if any.”

He noted that land near
Kimbell Hill would be par-
ticularly valuable for pres-
ervation as open space and
said he plans to continue
discussions with state offi-
cials.

Commissioner  Chris
Cameron added that the NH
Land Trust has expressed
interest in the area follow-
ing his attendance at the
Saving Special Places con-
ference on April 10.

“They’re very interested
in walking some of that
property,” Cameron said. “I
don’t know if they mean all
of it, or some focused sec-
tions.”

Dickinson said the
Commission hopes to pur-
sue state and federal grants
to support any future pur-
chases.

“We know we have lim-
ited money; we can’t buy
everything,” he said. “We
need to be able to rank it,
we need to work with the
Land Trust. We have a little
bit of time.”

State officials estimate
it will take at least a year to
formally dispose of the
highway-related  parcels,
giving Hudson time to eval-
uate which properties may
be worth acquiring.

Conservation
Update

The Commission cur-
rently has approximately
$825,000 in its Conserva-
tion Fund earmarked for
land acquisitions. That bal-
ance will decrease by just
over $90 in the coming
weeks due to a recent land
deed filing. The Conserva-
tion Fund is separate from
the Commission’s general
operating budget and is
used primarily for preserv-
ing open space.

“That could change due
to anything else related to
the Land Use Change Tax,”
Dickinson noted.

The Hudson Conserva-
tion Commission is sched-
uled to meet again on Mon-
day, May 11, at 7 p.m. in the
Buxton Room at Town Hall.

Fund

HR Position

Continued from page 1
ness to remain on the com-

mittee for another year.

The Board unanimously
approved reappointing Jak-
oby and Vurgaropulos, and
formally added Brewster to
the Policy Subcommittee.
With the expanded member-
ship, officials expect the
committee to accelerate its
review of outdated policies
and ensure that new ones
align with best practices.

In other business, the
Board reviewed a request
from Natilie Newell, Presi-
dent of the Friends of Ben-
son Park (FOBP), seeking
approval for several special
events planned for 2026.
Under the town’s 2012
Semi-Exclusive Use Agree-

ment, FOBP must obtain
written consent from the
Board of Selectmen before
hosting activities at Benson
Park.

Sorenson outlined the
proposed events, which
include a mix of education-
al programs, family activi-
ties, and community enter-
tainment:

* Hike to Haselton Barn:
date to be determined

e Hike Thru History:
May 9, 10, 17, 23, 24, 29,
and 30, from 9:30 — 11:30
a.m.

e Children’s “Hiking
Stick” Activity: May 2,
from 11 a.m. — 2 p.m.

* Yankee Brass Band
Concert: July 24, tentative
start time 6 p.m.

Sorenson emphasized
that FOBP is responsible
for coordinating any logis-
tical needs with town staff.

“Further, it shall be the
responsibility of FOBP to
communicate with Town
staff and/or Public Works
as the events draw closer
and to act in accordance
with  the  agreement
notwithstanding mainte-
nance of premises and stan-
dard of conduct,” he said.

The Board unanimously
approved the full slate of
events, noting that Benson
Park continues to be one of
Hudson’s most popular
community spaces and that
FOBP’s programming
helps maintain  public
engagement with the his-
toric property.

The Hudson Times welcomes letters of up to 500 words on topics of local interest, and
prints as many letters as possible. Please e-mail your letters to the Hudson Times at
hudsontimes@nutpub.net. All letters must include the writer’'s name, address and
phone number for verification if needed; name and town of residence will be printed.
The Huson Times reserves the right to reject or edit letters for content, length, and fre-
quency. Anonymous letters will not be printed.




Friends of Benson Park and volunteers were scat-
tered throughout the park on Saturday with the first ses-
sion of the parks monthly clean-up day efforts. Lots of
weeding, planting, trimming and mulch spread was tak-
ing place all over the park. Photos by Chris Paul

Rotary Electronics Recycling Fundraiser

Drive By ¢ Drop-Off « Outside
No Need to Get Out of the Car. We Un-Load

Parking Lot - Alvirne High School, 200 Derry Rd., Hudson
Saturday May 16, from 8 a.m. - Noon

ANYTHING ELECTRONIC! All of it!
Unused Business or Household Electronics
Working or Non-Working ¢ Items or Parts

Computers, Laptops, Projectors, Fax machines, Copiers, Print-
ers, Servers, Vacuums

$20
¥25

Televisions under 27", Monitors, Flat Screens - Under 277,
Dehumidifiers, Microwaves

Tube TVs, TVs 27" and over; Air Conditioners

*35
$10 Radios, Stereos, CD/DVD/BlueRay, Modems, Cameras,
Electric Typewriters, Cell Phones, Tablets or iPads

$5  Telephones, Smartboards, Cables, Hard-Drives (removed from
computers), Handheld Video Games, Speakers, Calculators,
Answering Machines

$5(0 TV or Stereo Wood Consoles & Projection TVs

Residents of All NH, MA, or ME Communities Welcome

Cash, Zelle, or Checks Payable to: “HUDSON-LITCHFIELD Rotary Club”
Proceeds Support: College and Vocational Scholarships; Local Service Needs; Hous-
ing, and Food Pantry Agencies; as well as Other Community Service Pr0/ects

Guaranteed: Components
disassembled and RECYCLED,
not ending up in landfills. All data
destruction/protection ensured
603-882-5289 or visit our Facebook page or webS|te
https://portal.clubrunner.ca/2931 for more details
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SUNDAY, MAY 37" 2026

REGISTRATION FISHING LOCATION
STARTS AT 8AM 9AM - NOON CLUB ENTRANCE—
Ages 14 and under BRING 5 LUND ST, LITCHFIELD NH
You BAIT!
R own gear MNP o

f/

CONCESSIONS WILL BE AVAILABLE I
PRIZES FOR THE DIFFERENT CATEGORIES WILL BE
AWARDED AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE EVENT.
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Select Board Approves Funds for Fire Department Training Props

ALEX MALM
HubpsoN TIMES

The Hudson Board of
Selectmen voted unani-
mously on April 14 to
release funding for new fire
department training props, a
move Fire Chief Scott Tice
says will significantly
strengthen the department’s
ability to conduct essential
hands-on training in-house.

Tice explained that
members of the Hudson
Fire Department recently
completed the International
Association of Fire Fighters
(TAFF) Safety and Survival
Course during November
and December. The pro-

gram focuses on critical
strategies and techniques
used during high-risk fire-
fighting and emergency
operations.

According to Tice, the
course relies heavily on spe-
cialized training props that
simulate real world condi-
tions firefighters encounter
on the job. “Training props
are vital to the hands-on
learning experience,” he
said. “They allow our mem-
bers to continue to practice
and refine their skills in a
controlled environment.”

By purchasing the
props, the department will
be able to teach the IAFF

course internally rather
than hiring an outside ven-
dor each year. Tice empha-
sized that these skills must
be refreshed annually
because they are “perish-
able” and require ongoing
practice to maintain profi-
ciency.

To support that goal,
Tice requested authoriza-
tion to spend up to $30,000
on the IAFF trademarked
props. Because the equip-
ment is proprietary, it can
only be purchased through
a sole-source vendor, CPAT
Distribution, Inc. of Murri-
eta, California. A procure-
ment waiver was submitted

to allow the purchase with-
out going through the stan-
dard competitive bidding
process.

Funding for the pur-
chase will come from the
Public Safety allocation
included in the Hudson
Logistics Center Amended
Site Plan agreement be-
tween Target Corporation
and the Town of Hudson.
The agreement provides
$1,050,000 for Fire and
Police Department training
and equipment. The two
departments  previously
agreed to an 80/20 split,
giving the Fire Department
$840,000 and the Police

Department $210,000.

Tice reported that as of
April 1, the Fire Depart-
ment’s remaining balance
from that allocation is
$684,300, meaning the
requested expenditure is
well within the available
funds.

The Board of Selectmen
voted unanimously to re-
lease the funds, authorizing
an amount not to exceed
$30,000 from the Hudson
Logistics Center Public
Safety money, as outlined in
condition 61(d) of the
amended site plan. The
Board also unanimously
approved waiving the bid-

ding procedure to allow the
purchase from the sole-
source vendor.

Tice noted that the
department has already
taught the IAFF course to
some members and received
overwhelmingly positive
feedback. “The praise for
this training was signifi-
cant,” he said, adding that
the new props will allow the
department to expand the
program and ensure all fire-
fighters receive consistent,
high-quality instruction.

The next Hudson Board
of Selectmen meeting is
scheduled for April 28 at 7
p.m.

BOS Briefed on Revenue, Expenses Through Third Quarter

ALEX MALM
HubpsoN TIMES

The Hudson Board of
Selectmen received its
monthly revenue and expen-
diture report during the
April 14 meeting, presented
by Town Administrator Roy
Sorenson.

Sorenson noted that the
figures reflect activity
through the end of March,
marking the close of the
third quarter of the fiscal
year.

“As we conclude the
third quarter, we are focus-
ing on any occurrences that
may cause significant devia-
tion in the remaining bud-
geted funds,” Sorenson said.
“The general fund budget,
including encumbrances, is
in line with the expected
overall expenditure of

roughly seventy-five per-
cent. That is a good sign as
we approach the home
stretch.”

He explained that most

of the apparent overages
are tied to encumbrances,
contracts and obligations
committed earlier in the
year.

“Much of the overage at
this point continues to be
attributed to encumbrances,
including contracts let at
the beginning of the year,”
Sorenson said. “Some
departments are also run-
ning higher due to retire-
ment pay-out, vacancies,
seasonal operational needs,

Open Sat & Sun 8am - 3pm April - Oct
NEW ENGLAND’S LARGEST AND FINEST
Weekend Fun at the Flea Market!

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF
OUR FREE OFFER TO YOU
FOR A FREE LARGE SPACE
WITH 2 FREE TABLES THE

ENTIRE WEEKEND!

GET RID OF YOUR
UNWANTED
OR NO LONGER
NEEDED ITEMS.

(603) 883-4196

295 Nashua Rd., Londonderry, NH
(5 Miles West of Exit 4, Interstate 93)

and items scheduled to be
reimbursed through reserve
funds, as well as gross ups
upon receipt.”

According to the report,
General Fund expenditures
stand at approximately 80
percent, the Sewer Fund at
about 65 percent, and the
Water Fund at 92 percent.
Sorenson emphasized that
these percentages include
encumbrances, which sig-
nificantly affect the totals.

He noted that most
departments are at or below
their expected spending lev-
els, with the exception of the
Department of  Public
Works, which has exceeded
80 percent of its annual
budget. A difficult winter

contributed to higher over-
time and storm-related costs.
“For the most part,
everybody is where they
should be,” Sorenson said.
Without encumbrances,
General Fund spending
would be closer to 77 per-
cent across all departments.
On the revenue side, the
Town is performing well.
Revenues are currently at
83 percent for the year, well
above the 75 percent bench-
mark for this point in the
fiscal cycle. Sorenson
attributed the strong per-
formance to investment
interest and a slight increase
in ambulance revenue com-
pared to last year.
He said revenues overall

EBRIGHT

are “well above” where the
Town expected to be.

One area that continues
to require monitoring is
cable franchise fees, a topic
discussed frequently by the
Board of Selectmen and the
Cable Utility Committee.
With fewer residents sub-
scribing to cable, franchise
fee revenue has declined. A
warrant article passed this
year increased the percent-
age allocated to the Cable
Department to help offset
the loss.

Salaries are currently at
77 percent for the year.
Sorenson noted that the Fire
Department and DPW have
the largest impacts on salary
spending due to overtime.

————— FAMILY DENTISTRY ———
LET OUR FAMILY CARE FOR YOURS

Dr Alyssa Ebright DMD
Dr Trevor Smart DMD

Always Accepting New Patients

77 Gilcreast Road, Unit 1004, Londonderry
603-434-8800 « Londonderrydentist.com

ebrightsmartdental@gmail.com
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As the New Hampshire
Legislature continues to
review HB 1064, Hudson
officials are taking a close
look at how the proposal
could affect the town’s
insurance costs, municipal
services, and long-term
budgeting. While the full
impact of the bill remains
unclear, Hudson leaders say
the potential financial ripple

effects are significant
enough to warrant careful
monitoring.

HB 1064 has drawn
attention statewide because
it could alter how munici-
palities manage liability
and insurance coverage for
public facilities and pro-

grams. Towns like Hudson;
which operate recreation
programs, playgrounds,
public  buildings, and
school facilities; are trying
to determine whether the
bill could lead to higher
premiums or expanded lia-
bility exposure.

Although Londonderry
Town Manager Shaun Mul-
holland raised early con-
cerns to Sen. Sharon Car-
son, Hudson officials share
the same uncertainty. Mul-
holland noted that “much is
unknown” about how insur-
ers may respond if the bill
becomes law, a sentiment
echoed by municipal lead-
ers across the region. If pre-
miums rise, towns could
face difficult choices:

increasing taxes or scaling
back services.

HB 1064 focuses on
municipal liability and in-
surance requirements. Sup-
porters and opponents dis-
agree on whether the
changes are necessary, but
local officials agree that the
bill could shift how towns
manage risk, especially in
areas considered higher-
risk, including:

* Playgrounds
recreation programs

* School district facili-
ties and athletic fields

* Public works opera-
tions

* Town-owned build-
ings and public spaces

e Community events
and volunteer programs

and
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HB 1064 Raises Questions for Local Budgets and Services

Hudson operates a wide
range of these services.
Even modest changes in
insurance  requirements
could affect the town’s
operating budget, staffing,
and long-term planning.

Hudson’s  Recreation
Department has grown
steadily in recent years,
offering  programs for
youth, adults, and seniors.
The town also maintains
multiple playgrounds, ath-
letic fields, and public
spaces that see heavy daily
use. Any increase in liabili-
ty costs could influence:

* Recreation staffing
and programming

* Maintenance sched-
ules for parks and public
spaces

* School district budget-
ing for athletics and facili-
ties

* Long-term capital
planning for buildings and
grounds

Hudson’s Senior Center,
community events, and vol-
unteer-supported programs
could also be affected if
insurance  requirements
change.

Local officials say they
want residents to under-
stand that state-level deci-
sions; particularly those
involving liability and
insurance; can have direct
consequences for municipal
budgets and the services
families rely on.

Londonderry, Hudson’s
neighboring community,
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has also raised concerns
about the bill. Mulholland’s
outreach to legislators un-
derscores the broader un-
certainty shared by towns
across southern New Hamp-
shire. Both communities
operate extensive recreation
programs, maintain large
public facilities, and rely on
predictable insurance costs
to plan budgets.

What stands out most to
Hudson officials is the lack
of clarity. The bill’s lan-
guage leaves open questions
about how insurers will
interpret new requirements,
how liability standards
might shift, and what the
long-term financial implica-
tions could be.

Post 48 Field of Flags: America’s 250th Commemoration

Each year, from Memo-
rial Day through Flag Day,
the Hudson NH American

Legion Post 48 presents its
annual Field of Flags, a
moving tribute in which

238 Central St.,

Breault Law
¥ & Mediation

Fumily Law e Estate Planning

Unit 13, Hudson, NH

www.breaultlaw.com
603-821-9052

fax: 866-656-0472

amy@breaultlaw.com

American flags, sponsored
in honor of Veterans and
First Responders, are
placed throughout Library
Park, 12 - 16 Library Street,
Hudson. Each flag bears
the honoree’s name and
notes their service. The dis-
play has grown to well over
two hundred flags, with
more added every year as
the community continues to
honor those who served.
For America’s 250th
anniversary in 2026, Post
48 will introduce a signifi-
cant new addition. In coop-
eration with the Hudson
Historical Society and its
Research and Genealogy
Committee, the Field of
Flags will include a special

arrangement of thirteen
commemorative flags hon-
oring Hudson’s more than
150 Veterans of the Revolu-
tionary War.

These flags will be
grouped by military attach-
ment and engagement, and
will include the names of
Hudson residents who
served during the nation’s
founding conflict. One flag
will be dedicated to the
Unknowns, representing
those whose names and sto-
ries have been lost to histo-
ry. To distinguish this his-
toric tribute, the Revolu-
tionary War section will
feature 13 Star Colonial
“Betsy Ross” flags, sym-
bolizing  the  original

4 Hour Quotes a

(reat Rates, Great Coverage
and Local Service!

WHITTEMORE
INSURANCE

Home e Auto = Business
Part of the Londonderry community since 1929.

— 432 2577

Hicks Insurance, Inc., dba Whittemore Insurance

colonies.

Unlike the traditional
Field of Flags, which typi-
cally concludes on Flag
Day, this commemorative
display will remain in place
through July 4, 2026, align-
ing with the nation’s Semi-
quincentennial celebration.

The Historical Society
notes that this expanded
display is part of its ongo-
ing effort to highlight Hud-
son’s deep historical roots
and the contributions of its
earliest veterans. The Soci-
ety has drafted a press

release and is requesting
publication both online and
in print prior to May 25, the
opening day of the display.
A photo is also available to
help increase public aware-
ness and community partic-
ipation.

Visitors are warmly
encouraged to walk among
the Field of Flags, from
May 25 to July 4, reflect on
the sacrifices of generations
of service members, and
experience this powerful
display of remembrance
and gratitude.

It's YOUR car,

YOUR choice of repair shops.

Lifetime warranty on all repairs

We meet by accident -
crash in for quality repairs

Family owned & operated for 39 years

SPECIALIZING IN COLLISION REPAIR

1 ROCKINGHAM ROAD
RT. 28, LONDONDERRY, NH 03053

TEL: 603-432-5245 »
WWW.BROTHERSAUTOBODYNH.COM

Wl ——
b | VISA
2 | —

FAX: 603-432-0191
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Everything you need, all in one place!

Be Ready For
Tax Season With Us
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Alvirne Clubs Display Student Diversity With World Festival

HERE WE GROW AGAIN!
NEW 2ND GREENHOUSE & DESIGN CENTER!

A S0TH ANNIVERSARY OF OUR FAMILY BUSINESS

. 1,000 LOVELY HANGING BASKETS...524.99 UP

; rﬂ 7,000 QUART PERENNIALS & HERBS...$6.99

o  LOTS OF GARDEN ART, BIRD BATHS, & POTTERY
BY THE 1/2 YARD AND YARD: COMPOST -

BARK MULCH - LOAM - NATURAL PLANTING MIX

CRUSHED STONE - RIVER ROCK - HARD PACK
" S ' P # % I

# BlackForestNursery.com
OPEN 7 DAYS 8:00 AM -6:00 PM

209 King Street, Boscawen, NH
Rtes.3 & 4, Exit 17 off 1-93
€ 603-796-2756 @)

Members of the Alvirne High School Student
Voices and Multicultural Club hosted the fifth
annual "World Festival" inviting the community to
attend and see the many cultures that come togeth-
er at the school. A number of students provided
musical performances, made food, and explained
aspects of their heritage. Tables were set up as a
gateway to explore the diversity of the Alvirne stu-
dent body while also bringing the community
together.

The Student Voices Club was renamed in Sep-
tember and is a student-led organization founded in
2022. Its members have been dedicating their
efforts into making the World Festival an Alvirne
tradition due to its strong sense of connection and
pride it fosters among attendants, students, and
staff.

Photos by Chris Paul

Dumont-Sullivan
Funeral Homes &

50 Ferry St.
Nashua, NH n

Cremation Services

Hudson, NH

370 Main St.

603-882-9431
www.dumontsullivan.com







